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To the Right Honourable the *m^ 

COUNTESS 

O F 

BURLINGTON. 

Madam, 

KXXX^ Humbly defire Your La- 
>< I X dyfhip would forgive the 
XXXX^ Prefumption I am now 
guilty of in prefenting 
You with this Book. I do it from 
Vol. I. A3 the 



^ DEDICATION. 

the high Honour and Veneration 
I have for Your great Merit and 
Virtue. It cannot, I know, fur- 
nifh your Ladyfhip with new Re- 
fleiions ; and the Ladies, of whom 
You are the happy mother, have 
an Example before them, more 
prevalent to form them to every 
thing Praife-worthy, than any Pre- 
cepts they can find in the works 
of the beft Writers. But as there 
is much curiofity in thefe Papers, 
and great Strength and Force in 
the Reafonings of them, give me 

. leave to offer this Colledion for 
the Ufe of Female Life, as aTefti- 

' mony of the refped:, which I, 
with all who are honoured with the 
leaft acquaintance with You, mufl 
pay to your Ladyfhip for the emi- 
nent Example Youhave giventhe 

- World 
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World in the important Charac- 
ters of a Wife and a Mother. 

To Command with the Mien 
of making a Requeft, to Oblige 
wjth the Aiped: of receiving Fa- 
vours, and to win Affedion with- 
out other Defign than itiaking all 
People happy who converfe with 
Her, or depend'upon Her, are Ex- 
cellencies peculiar to my Lady 
Burlington. , But as there is a 
complaifance, which, like finccre 
FriendiKip, fpeaks our good Opi- 
nionin our ordinary Looks and Ac- 
tions, mxire than any Language can 
do it, I here fhall go no farther 
than juft to declare myfelt, with 
great Deference, among the Ad- 
mirersqf Your great Goodnefs and 
Virtue, aindbegofYour Ladyfhip 
a to 
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to forgive my faying thus much, 
for the Forbearance of faying more, 
ona Subjed: of which 1 am fo very 
fond, as that of exprefling myfelf, 



MADAM, 
Tour Ladyjbifs mofi Deyotedy 

mofi Obedienty and mofi 
■ Humble Servanty 



.:.... RicHARD Steele, 



PREFACE. 

f^^*^ HE Reader is to underfimd that 

^ the Papers^ which compofe the 

T ^ following Volumesy came into my 

^ Hands upon fretiuent mention in 

'^45Ml<^ ^^ SpeSator of a iMdfs Li- 
irary. They are fuppofed tp be coUelied out 
rf the fevcral Writings of our greatejl Divines^ 
and are difpofed under proper- Heads ^ in order 
to fix in the mind general Rules for Conduit in 
all the Circumjiances of the Life of Woman. 

In Matters^ where both Sexes are equally 
£0ucernedy the fVords Man and Men are mad» 
ufe of but the Matter does not for that Re^- 
fpn the lefs relate to Women, or argue that the 
Work is not principally intended for the Infor- 
mation of the Fair Sex. . 

They were referred to me as what were at 
firft intended by the Compiler for a Guide to 
her own ConduSly and if thought worth pub- 
lifhing, to be of the fame Service to others of 
her Sexj who have not the fame Opportunities 
of fearching into various Authors, and laying 
before theinfelves, by that means, all the diffe^ 
rent Relations in which they are, or may be 
engaged. I 
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I put them into the. Care of a Reverend i 
tleman much better qualified for the Publiu 
of fucb a JVork^ and whofe Life and Cbari 
are not fo fubjeSl to the Exceptions whicA 
Levity offome of my fVritings^ as well as 
Circumfiances may expofe a Work as _ 
through my Hands only. TCho^ he was fo 
as to perufe . the Papers^ he ivould not 
that the Exception I made againfi my bein^ 
Publifher was of JVeight -, for he would 
it J that its coming out with my Name^ 
give an Expectation that I had affembled 
Thoughts of many ingenious Men on pious I 
'■ jeSsy as I had heretofore on Matters of a 
ferent Nature : By this means^ he belie 
' the Work may come into the Hands of Par 
iJOho take up no Book that has not Promift 
Entertainment in the firft Page of it. For 
refl^ he was of Opinion it would make its 
way^ and I eafily fubmitted to fuffer a 
Rallery^ when I had Hopes of being the meam 
promoting the Inter efts of Religion and Virtic 
I wifh there was a Word to defcribe ti 
Men who can get little farther than bare ' 
pcfitions towards Goodnefs^ and are fo unh 
as to be incapable of becoming themfelves gr4 
Examples of what they prof efs to admire. tVh 
I mean is, that I want to find a Word wH 
fhoiild as modeftly exprefs a virtuous Man^\ 
the Word Philofopher does a wife one. 31 
would introduce the Endeavours of Men «« 

thi 
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INTRODUCTION. 

'^ 0O\XX E I N Q by nature more inclined to fuch 

tV enquiries as by general cuftom my fcx is 
B V debarred from, I could not refill a ftrong 
•v ^•;, propeniity to reading; and having Jlit- 

XXXXX ^^^^ myfelf that what 1 read dwelt with 
improvement upon my mind, I could 
not but conclude that a due regard being had to dif- 
ferent circumllances of life, it is a great injuilice to 
ihut books of knowledge from the eyes of women. 

Muiing one day in this tra6\ of thought, 1 turned 
over fomc books of French and Englifh, writien.by the 
moft polite writers of the age, and began to confidcr 
what account they gave of our coirpofure, different 
from that of the other fex.- But indeed, when I dipped 
into thofe writings, were it pofllble to conceive oiher- 
wife, I could not have believed, from tJieir general 
and undiftinguifhed afpcrfions, that many of thefc men 
had any fucn relations as mothers, wives, or filters. 
One of them makes a lover fay in a tragedv. 
Vol. L B ' *» Thou 
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** Thou art woman, a true cow of the firft, 
** In whom the race of all mankind was curll : 
" Your fcx by beauty was to heav'n ally'd, 
" But your great lord, the Devil, taught you pride 
" He too, an angel, 'till he durft rebel, 
** And you are, fure, the ftars that with him fell 
*' Weep on J a ilock of tears, like vows, you have 
** And always ready when you would deceive.'* 
Otway's Don Carlos 

Another fays, 

" Thy all is but a (hew, 

** Rather than folid virtue ; all but a rib, 

** Crooked by nature. Oh ! why did God, 

** Creator wife, that peopled higheft heaven 
^f With fpirits mafculine, create at laft 
♦* This novelty pn earth, this fair defeft 
•••Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
" With men, as angjels without feminine, 
^* Or find fomc other way to generate 
" Mankind?" — 

MiLTOK 

And a third, 

** Ah traitrefs ! ah ingrate ! ah ! faithlefs mind ! 
** Ah fex, invented firll to damn mankind 1 
** Nature took care to drefs you up for fin ; 
'* Adorn'd without, unfinifh'd ]eft within : 
^* Hence by no judgment you your love dire£l ; 
" Talk much, ne'er think, and ftill the wrong aff*ed 
-** So much felf-love in your compofure's mix'd, 
** That love to others Hill remains unfix'd ; 
•* GreatnefSy and noife, and (hew, are your delight 
** Yet wife men love you in their own^defpight : 
*' And, finding in their native wit no eafe, 
^* Are foic^d to put your folly on to pleafe." 

DrYDCn's AURENG7/EiS 
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I fhall conclude poetical teftimonies tp our difad- 
vantage, with one quotation more. 

•* ■ ■ I Intolerable vanity 1 yourfex 
•* Was never in tlie right: You're always falfc, 
*• Or iilly ; ev'n your drelTes ate not more 
** Fantallick than your appetites : You think 
" Of nojJ)ing twice : opinion you have none : 
** To-d^ you'r^ nice, to-morrow noueht Co free ; 
** Now fmile, then frown, now forrowful, thep glad, 
* * Now picas'd, now not, an4 all you kno^v not why. 
" Virtue you afFedl ; inconftancy ydn pra6Ufe : 
*« And when your loofe deiires once get dominion, 
** No huc:;;ry churl feeds cofrfer at a feall: 
<« Every rank Fool goes down." 

Otway's Orphan. 

It may be faid for Oiefe writings, that there is 
fomething perhaps in the chtcafter of thQfe that fpcak, - 
wliich would circumftantiatc the thing, fo as not to make 
it a reproach upon women, as fu^. But to this it 
mav bo cafily aitd julUy anfwered, th«t if the author 
had right fentiments of women in general, he might 
more emphatically aggravate an ill charadcr, by com- 
parilbn of an ill to an innocent and virtuous one, than 
by general calumnies without exception. 

' But I leave authors, who are fo mean as to dcfire to 
pleafe by falling in with corrupt imaginations, railici* 
than afTcdt a~ f& tho' lefs extenfive eueem by laLiour- 
^g to icdify our afFedions by reafon ; of which num- 
ber are the greater part of thofc who have fucceeded 
cither in verfe or prole on the ftage. 

When I apply myfelf to my French reading, I find 
women are ftill worfe in proportion to tjie greater 
warmth of the climate; and >according to the de- 
fcriptions of us in the wits of that nation, tho' they 
write in cool thought, and in proie, by way of plaiu 
opinion, we are made up of affedluion, coquetry, fall- 
hoody difguifcy tr«achery, wantonnefs, and periidi- 
B z ouihels. 
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oufnefs. All oiir merit is to be lefs guilty or>e tl 
another under one of thefe heads. 

DiiTertations for the condu^ of life are as grav 
compofed upon thefe topicks, as if they were as 
fallible as mathematical truths. It coft me a great d 
of pajiis to ftudy by what means I Ihould refute fi 
fcandalous intimations againft my very nature. 1 
the more I refleScd iippn thofc abufes, I grew the ] 
concerned to anfwerthem, and finally rcfolved u} 
this. 

They arcperhaps ia the right who fpake this of m 
women s aiw^^it i« the bufinefs of ingenious debaucl: 
men, wiio regfM im only as fuch, to give iis thofe idi 
of ourfelveSy%atM|may become their more eafy prey. 

I believe it, the^^pe^ the fa&fl and furefl'meth 
of gainfaying fuch lignt accounts of our fex to thi 
them a truth, 'till I had arrived, by the perufal of m< 
folid authors, to a confbncy of mind and fettled oj 
nion of pcrfbns and things, which ihould place j 
above being pleaded or diflatisfied with praife or d 
praife, upon account of beauty or deformity, or a 
other advantages or difadvan^ges, but what flowed fn 
the habits and difpoiitions of my foul. 

I refolvc, therefore, to confine my little ftudi 
which are to lead to the condud of my life, to t 
writings of the moft eminent of ^our divines ; and fn 
thence, as I have heard young ftudcg|s 'do\JLJ| the flu 
of a fdence, make £ot my own P^llif^ ufe 'a^ccJmnjc 
place, that may dired me in all die^^elatii^ of fi 
that do now, or poiCbly may, concern ml as a ^ 
i:\an« 
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>5(>>X^(>;( 1^1^ ENE S S Is not only the ro^^^ 
^^^ *:^' but is a dmanable fin itfelf, quite oppo- 

^i I ]^ fite to the great ends^of the Creator, both 
y>. *^.^ in our creation aiid redemption. Can 

y^i j^ we imagine that God who made nothing 

^OCO.'CCC^ bu^ for Tome excellent end, Ihould make 
man for no end at all, or for a very filly 
one ? The (bul is a lively aftive principle, and for what was 
reafbn given us, but to enable us to do good ? This is the tru- 
cft and moft natural pleafure of a rational fo ul , which wou Id 
always be in adkion, and fhould always have virtue for its 
objett. Does it confift with infinite wifdom to endow us 
with fo noble qualities, that we might trifle them away 
in vanity and impertinence? And if we. confider the 
vice of idienefs, with refpeft to our redemption ; did 
not ourRdlecmer, give himfelf for us, to purify to him- 
ftlf a peculiar people, zealous of good works ?, how can 
aa unaAIve ufelefs life anfwcf the expeftation of our Sa- 
vk)ur?. Where will that zeal appear in idienefs? how 
dull and impure will be its flame ? What is more bufy' 
than the mind of a wicked man ? How is it in the pur- 
fuits of pleafure? How patient under difiiculties? 
How infenfible of pakx ? And fhall we not be as ac- 
tive, as lively, in the purfuits of virtue ? A barren life 
is a miftrable return to the facrifice of the fruitful 
blood of Chrift. It difappoitits all the purpofes of his 
word, which every where condemns the fin of idle- . 
B 3 uefs; 
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nefi: it was one of tfaofe, and not the leaft, that drew 
down the wrath of heaven on Sodom in a (hower of 
fire. To what does the barren fi^-tree allude, but to 
the dcftnOion and damnation of the lazy and idle ? 
whv perifhed the unprofitable fervant, but betaufe he 
had not improved his talent? Many are the declara- 
tions in fcnpture againft the fluggiffi and diforderly. 
The Son of God was an example of aftive virtue as 
well as innocence, and did not only refrain fh>m doing 
evil, *'* but he went about doing good." We are not only for- 
bidden the filthinefs of the fiefh and fpirit, we are com- 
manded th^perfeding holiness in the fear of God'; when 
we are pfohinited to do evil, we are at the fame time 
enjoined to kam to do welL Can the imagination of 
man form a fironger image of a life of a^on, than 
by compiuing it to a racei And how can he hope to 
iinifh his courfewith glory, that lags and prefies not 
forward to obtain the prize? There is not one Chriflian 
vrtue to which the vice of idlenefs is not. entirely 
contrary;, faith, hope, charity, fear, vigilance, and 
Inbrtiiication, are inconfiftent with it; and the confe- 
quence is, that it muft be a damning fin. All thofe 
virtues animate and inWgorate the mind ; whereas idle- 
nefi enfeebles and fetters it. Pore, firi£l, and fevere are 
thofe principles, idleneii ii (oft and indulgent ; theyrailc 
and exalt the foul, this debafes and depreifes it. And 
tho' it has gKat pretencer to innocence and merit, its: 
beginning is in fin, a:^d its end in infamy and perdi* 
ticn. Stupidity, ignorance, levity a«d feufuality, are. 
itscomptnicns, and harmlefs and Emple as it appears, 'tis 
of all vices the mo(i pernicious and dangerous. 

There' is hardly a fin that can be charged, with To 
ntaay tragic^ cfieiXs as idlenefs. It is the mother of 
di%race and poverty; yet if deceives itfelf with a vain 
conceit of innecence, and is fo foolifh as to hope that ic 
may be happy without labouring, or even deflring u\ 
be lb. But granting it were as inofTenfive as it would 
kcm to be, that k is n^ativcly good ; let us confider 

ii*e 
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the fad ftate of this negative gocdnefs. It robs religion 
a,Dd the world of the lervice due to both ; it bereaves 
u^ of the pleafures* of life and the comforts of death. 
Can idlenefs maintain the oider and beauty of human 
fbciety ? Does it poflefs any of the virtues that vindi- 
cate the honour of religion and demonftrate its di- 
vinity ? Is it productive of thofe bright examples that 
itrike faith into infidels, arid inflame thofe that be-- 
licve v.ith a generous emulation ? Pleafure of life, if 
true, muft be pure and ipintual, and can it be drawn 
from fuck 2 frr.q;nated pool, as that of idlenefs ? Vir- 
tue is a clear and flowing ftream, 'tis the ftanding wa- 
ter tliat contrails filth, and the Inind of the lazy man, 
like the bottom of a lake, is all mire and impurity. 
He is the fame with refpeift to both moral and Chrif^ 
tian virtue. What nope of happinefs, what thirlt of 
glory is he fired by? How flames his devotion, how 
mines his charity, what a ftranger is he to ail great 
and good actions, and how can his life therefore be 
pleafant^ or his death be_ comfortable ? As to the com- 
forts of death, what a horrible defert muft eternity be to 
a mind that has been ever wandering in a vaft. folitude ? 
I^ life has not been enlightened by good works, how 
dark and gloomy will death look, when confcience, 
fumroons the dyin^ wretch to accoCint, and he has no- 
tj^ng but a blank to produce ? How will he difcharge 
tl^c aet>t he owes to his Maker, when the fruits of 
many idle years will be demanded, and nothing is to 
be found but fancy and fortune, humour and indul- 
gence ? How will the foul fhrink, faint, and tremble ? 
What horror and confufion will feize on all its facul- 
ties, when it confiders that at the dreadful tribunal before 
wKich he is going to appear, -every man will be judged 
according to his works ? What then will become of hiiii, 
^ho has none? If immortal glory be the reward of 
wel^-doing, what will be the fate of the fluggard, who 
has loitered and flept away that precious time, which 
the Cod of it, his judge, had given him to improve? 

4 The 
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The guilt of this vice might be aggravated hy enu- 
merating the talents it wafles, the obligations it flights^ 
and the hopes it forfeits. 'Tis indeed a general one ; 
but that, irirtead of rendering it familiar to us, fhould 
alarm us the more, for fear. of yielding to the ftrength- 
of the temptation: We are apt to flatter onrfelves 
that there is fome fecret chaim in it ; but it confifls. 
only in that we will not be at the pains to break it. It 
is an old cheat that kas impofeu on mankind from 
the beginning of the world, and will continue to da 
fo to the end of it. Liflleflhefs will ever b^ miltakcn 
for iimplicity, and indifference for innocence. As long 
as the path to heaven is a ftrah one,, and there is 
the leaft pain in virtue, the idle will ever mi (lake the 
iliadqw for. the fubllanqe, and be conteRted with it to 
their deftruftion. 

Men of fortune may flatter themfelves that they arc 
not cciicerned in the Icflbns which are given againil 
this .vice. Their fubfiftence, does not depend- on their 
induflryl They are mafters of their time; and it al- 
ways ilicks upon their hands ; but ftiould they not coa- 
fider, that the more they have of it, the more ought 
they to devote to religion ? "To whom much is given, of 
" him much is required." Such a one has no excufe for 
negleding the worfhip of God, either in publick or 
private : or if he has an excufe, it muft be pleafure 
or lazinefs, which alike increases his guilt. The 
bloffings he enjoys require a frequent and grateful ac- 
knowledgment to the bountiful Giver of them. What 
more noble part of life is there, what more tranf-. 
porting aft of devotion, than the praife of the Omni- 
potent, to whom we owe our prefent happinefs, and all 
our hopes of future? The great whofe good or ill 
example is of fuch vaft importance to the fervice pr 
. diiTervice of religion, cannot better improve that Ici- 
fure which an eafy and afHuent fortune gives them, 
than in divine meditation, in prayer, in reading, and 
inftrudUon, having opportunities to perform all thofe 

duties 
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duties with more zeal and folemnity, than thofe, the 
neceffity of whofe affairs keeps them in a continual 
hurry. 

And the better to difpofe them for this, they ought 
to be careful in the choice Qf their friends. Time may 
as well bo gained as loft by converfation. The dil- 
courfes and refle£tions of our acquaintance may awa- 
ken us when we are drbwfy> and relieve us when we 
forget ourfelves in the difcharge of our duty. No- 
thing can be of greater ufe to us in a virtuous life» 
than the fociety of good men, whoie difcourie is fea- 
foned with religion and virtue. On the contrary, how 
mifchievotts is that company whofe converfation turns, 
all on levity and wantonnefs. Gay, perhaps,, in ap* 
pearance, bat when examined 'tis found only £roth 
and impertinence. Civility and good manners, do not 
oblige us to be fools, and 'tis the higheft folly to be 
fond of fociety where we cannot maintain our inno- 
cence, and where the joy and mirth» which charm us, 
corrupt our minds, and fill them with either lightneis 
OT impurity. . , 

'Tis a great misfortune that perfons of cohditioa 
are no better inftrudled by their tutors in ufeful know- 
ledge, that they mieht know how to amuie and. divert 
themfelves innocently, and find employment for thofe 
hours, which otherwifb lay heavy on their hands. But 
fure the greaH^ need not complin fi^r want of em- 
ployment. How many ar« the virtues, how many the 
duties to which ft ChriftiaQ js obliged ? -How many ex- 
cellent qualities are necefTary to render a gentleman 
worthy the ftation where God has placed him ? let hint 
but make u{jb of thofe qualities, and attend thofe du*- 
ties ; let him confider what is requifite to itake a good 
joeafter, a good hufband, a good father, a^ good fon^ 
a. good neighbour, a gopd fubje^l, and a good friend; 
let him lay out all his leifi^re in endeavouring to an- 
iwcr all thofe relations as he ought, and then fee, if 
•chert's any p»rt of his time in whidi. he cannot ufe- 
\ - . ^ ^ 5 fuUy 
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fully and pltofiintly employ himfelf. He who has ar- 
rived to die highefl degree of perfe€lion in the difcharge 
of all the duties of life, will at lafl be found wanting 
in^ many. Some he will have omitted, a»d performed 
ptihers witH leis care and diligence than he ought. 
Who thppeforc cah complain of want of bufincfs ? He 
thiat has A jttft Idea^ of hi« du^, will rather think his 
life too lhoi<, as)d his work too great. For let us be 
a$ diligent as we can, let ne be as frugal of our time 
as we wiH, we ai^ive much fooner at a maturity of years, 
than of knowledge and yirtue. 

f^ple 6f rttnk and weakh fte«ld, in all their &-- 
v^effi6fi9, con^der ^at becomes ^ chara^er of a 
gtittlHnan, and the dignity of a Chriftian. He errs 
111 bdth, Whenever he is mean or vicious in any of his 
46li6ii8. S&ange ai>e the nottons of honour by which 
4bfiicmai iue soii^e^; ^ymake no fcrupie of cbr.- 
Ittpiihg snodier • man's wife or daughter; or defraud'- 
ing Hht honeft tradefman a»d artificer ; but they muft 
by no . jRcans bear with the fallies of another man's 
r|pafiion> nor have any command of their own; they 
tftvery ittutttte affront their Creator, in profaning his holy 
litme, and difbbeyihg his laws : but they cannot live 
if ihey are themfelves a&ont€Ki, and mnrder is fo far 
from being a (in wkh them, that it never gives theif 
tottfcictices the Icaft difquiet. Were they as jealous of 
0dd'9 honour as they pretelid to be- of their own ; they 
%|puld ^n fee the folly and madnefs of their wild pur- 
dlits ef revengie, and learn to Ibipve, as they exped to 
. fce forgiven. 

- If we carry our reflexions on the good employment 
of time to t^ lower^rder of men, fuch as are engaged 
•in ally trade or ptofeffion, we fhall find* room enough 
4o eondten thofe f»r mif|>ettdinp; it, who have ib little 
to i}>ajfe. The crime is highly ai^^ravated in thofe 
'^koTe idlenefs ruins them, a^ welfin this world as 
'*theM)Ct. Their^m is the grater, as their temptation 
«tt ^^'iefs: -^biit-4itoe tIkSit is given 4ip ttttirely;!^ 

worldly 
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worldly gain, cannot ui c!y l:c f'aul to "c well /pent by 
a Chriftian whofe greatelt gain is godlinefs; but he 
that is negligent in his temporal affairs, w^ll certainly 
aegledt his fpiritual. There's the lefs to be faid on this 
fubjedl ; for that avarice in a great meafure hinders the 
infedUon of idlenefs from fpreading among men of 
meaner condition, who too often fuflfer the cares of this 
Life to thruil out thofe of another, and they are then 
truly idle and flothful iervants to God, how induflrious 
and faithful loever they are to the wra-kl. Time is but 
wafted and mifpent, i£ it makes not provifion for eterr 
nity ; and it matters little whether it be ufed in pleafure, 
or in drudgery. 

The ladies are apt to think that the fbftnefs of their 
fex excufes their idlenefs, and a woman who can do no- 
thing, imagines therefore that (he has nothing to do. 

Is it not fhameful to fee how women of wit and po- 
ll tcncfs negled the common rudiments of education ? 
*Tis enough for them to underftand what they read, if 
they do not know how to pronounce it, and read with a 
grace. The more trivial thefe faults appear, the grea- 
ter ihame fpr fuch as cannot correal them ; and how c«n 
they without blufhhig be in company guilty of errore, 
which they ought not to have brought out of their 
nurfery ? They Ihould not read with a tone, nor hefi- 
tate in readings they (hould go on fmoothly, and with 
a plain, natural, and uniform pronunciation. Their de- 
fiaences in ipelling are become fo faihionable, that to 
. fpcU well, is, among the fair fex, reckoned a fort of 
pedantry ; they are taught a little mere care in writing a 
good hand, but that care goes no hrther than the 
making their letters ; the connexing them , and an orderly 
placing their words in draight lines, is what they axe, 
for the moil part, utterly fbangers to. 

They will find no manner of inconvenience in ac- 
'qiiainting tberofelves a little with the grammar of their 
native language ; not to learn it tedioufly by rule, ps 
boys dp.l^atin, but fp as th^t thpy taaf be able to ex- 

prtfs 
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prefs tliemfelves properly, and to cxplam their thoughts 
with clearnefs and brevity. 'Tis ^ell known, that in 
old Rome, Sempronia, the mother of the Qracchi, contri- 
buted very much to the forming of the eloquence of her 
fons, who became afterwards (6 great men. 

If the ladies underflood arithmetick better, perhaps 
the keeping family accounts would not be fuch a piece 
of ill breeding. The convenience and advantage of 
having the miflrefs of the houfe, the ileward, fhould', 
methinks, make their learning the four firff great rules 
of arithmetick, be thought more neceffary than it is 
at prefcnt. Let none think themfelves above fuch 
Bufmefr. An illuftrious lady, now a dowager, did not 
caly help her lord in examining bills, and dating ac- 
counts, but even in writing his letters and drawing 
his covenants, tho' his fortune was fo large, that it 
might well have excufed the keeping more flewards 
, than one. Sucli an employment as this may at firft 
fiem too troublefome ; but if the ladies were by their 
education prepared for it, and ufed to it from thefr 
childhood, the trouble of it would be litcle, the moil 
intricate accounts being made familiar to them, would' 
lofe the terrer which their (eeming difRculy raifes in 
the ignorant ; and the pleafure of reducing things from 
confiifion to order by the power of numbers would be 
the greater for the advantage which would accrue to 
tfcem by their cxadnefs. 

The very name of the law is frightful to the moft^part 
"of the weaker fex, who arc ufed to depend entirely on 
Ac proteftion of the ftronger. It would be well how- 
c :et, if they knew fomething of the common rules of 
rght, the difference between a will and deed "of gift, 
•what a contrail is, what a partition of coheirs, what a 
legacy, a bond, or the like, and by what laws they are 
i 1 force ; what property is, what a peribnal, and what a 
real eflate; for tho' they may rot truft to their own 
judgment in matters of fuch weight, yet it will diredt^ 
them itkUfi uft of that of others, either in a fingle or 

a 
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a married life. Thofe of them, who out of a vexa- 
tious humour are for flying to the law upon all cc- 
cafions, or rather upon no occaiion at all, are not 
by this encouraged to indulge themfelves in fo expen- 
five a folly, which a great comick poet has fo hap- 
pily expofed in the charafter of the widow Blackacre. 
But becauie that litigious widow knew too much law, 
it does not follow that the reft of the fcx Ihould know 
none at all. What knowledge is there, that may not 
be, that is not abufed ? And when the ladies are advifed 
to acauaint themfelves with fo much of the law as 
help uiem to demand or defend their right, it ia 
not meant that they fhould think it is to be got no 
where but in a court of juftice ; that they fhould Ry 
all terms of ptace and arbitrement, and put themi'elves 
immediately into the hands of attorneys and foli- 
citors. They fhould only fb far inform themfelves in 
thefe matters, that they may know what is their due, 
and not lofe it for want of claiming ; which may very 
well happen by the profound ignorance that women 
arc bred m oftnings of this nature. 

*Tis very necefwry that women of quality, and of 
eflates, fhould know exaftiy what thofe eftates arej 
what part in land, what in houfes, what in money, 
^ where and in whofe hands: they ihould be as 
well acquainted with the rentals of^ their lands, the 
draughts of them, the fituation, leafes, and con- 
dition of their houfes, as their hufhands ; what debts 
they owe, as well as what are owing to them. By 
this they regulate their domefHck and other expen- 
CCS, provide for the future fettlement of their chil- 
dren, and anfwer the ends of marriage, to be helps 
to their hul))ands in the difcharge of paternal duties.. 
How for it is convenient for them to underfland well 
the bofmefs of the kitchen, to be the phyficians and 
fiu|;eons of the village, I fhall not meddle with, 
reckoning fuch accomplifhment^ as cafual only, and 
not of abfolate neceflity to the forming a compleat 

gentle. 
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ftndies, whkh will very much contribute to the delight 
of them. If a lady knew a little Latin, (he would 
find no manner of inconvenience in it, not fo much to 
improve herfelf in that language as to help her in 
her own. The main thing is to put good books into 
her hands, wherein fhe may iind fo much benefit as 
compcnfates for the lofs of that time, which other- 
wife will be wafted in the ftudy of her own tongue 
as well as others. It is not fo ftrange as fome may 
imagine it, that improvement in Engliih fhould be re- 
commended. Our native language will not come to 
uf by infpiration, and we fhall write and fpeak witb 
rudenefs or affectation, if we know no more of it 
than we are bred with. *Twas a faying of a great fa- 
ther of our church, eminent above any in the learned 
world, to a gentleman who had made him a compli- 
ment on his general knowledge of tongues, •• that indeed 
** he knew enough of ptl^r languages, and would fpend the 
•^ reft of his time in learning Englifh, '* "which he wrote 
with as much force and eloquence as anyone. Let not the 
ladies then defpife the ftudy of a tongue which na- . 
ture has given them, and with it a talent of fpeaking 
and writing it, with more grace than even the men 
themfelves. La Bruyere obferves, that their converfa- 
tion is one of the beft methods to make men polite, and 
that, methinks, fhould incline them to give it as many 
advantages as they can ; of which, to fpeak politely 
is not the leaft^ Tho' this is often acqi ired by thofe 
ladies that know no tpngue but their- native, yet 
thofe furely will have it in greater perfeftion, who know 
the beauties of other languages, and how to make ufe 
of them, in their natural one. The gallant writers 
have diftinguifhed themfelves as much ais any by their 
politenefs. The poifbn in them is concealed' as much 
.as poffible, and it is infenfibly that they would lead the 
heart to love : let them therefore be avoided with 
card ; for there are elegant writers enough on- moral 
and divine iabjeds, and the danger of reading foft 

and 
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.and wanton writings, which warm and corrupt the 
imagination', is fo great, that one cannot be too care- 
ful in the choice of our author. Too much of this 
will be found among the works of poetry and eloquence,. 
with which none but ladies of good taflc and fclid 
judgment Ihould be trufted. 

The like cautions are neceffary with refpcft to 
muiick and painting ; the fancy is often too quick in 
thenr, and the foul too much affeftcd by the fenfes. 
Muiick efpecially fo foftens, that it enervates it, and 
cxpofes it to be conquer'd by the firfl temptation 
which invades it. The ancients were fo well convinced 
of its pemicioufnefs, that they would never fuiFer it 
in a well-reeulated State. Why are languifliing jairs 
pleafant, but becaufe the foul gives itfelf to the charms 
of the fenfes ? What is it you mean by transporting 
or moving m piufick, but the fury or the foftnefs of 
define ? If the wife magiilrate of Sparta broke all the 
mufical inftruments, whofe harmony was too delicious 
and melting; and Plato rejcfted all the fofter airs of 
the Afiatick muiick, what fhould we Chrillians do with 
the Italian, as moving as any that ever were knmvn to 
antiquity? How can chafle minds delight in the lan^ 
guifhmcnts of wanton poetry, made yet more languifh- 
mg by the graces of muiick ? What great or noble is 
there m the dying notes of foreign imimpets and eu- 
nuchs ? The power of mufick ne\'er appeared more in 
England than it has done of late ; we have feen it draw 
after it numerous audiences of both fexes at a very ex- 
travagant expence, who knowing nothing of Ae lan- 
guage were bewitched only with the magick of the 
ipmids. Was it either vanity or pleafure ? or if either, 
was it not alike criminal ? Should Chriftians fquander 
away fo many precious hours in vanity, or take plea- 
fure in gratifying a fenfe that has fo often been a traitor 
to virtue ? 

Not that all poetry and mufick is of the fariie dan- 
gerous nature. Retrench from them whatever rends 

not 
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not to the true end, and they may be very uiefully^ 
employed to excite in the foul lively and fublime no- 
tions of God and religion. As for poetry, jnany part^ 
of the holy fcriptures are poems, and were fung by 
the Hebrews. * The firll precepts of morality v/ere de- 
livered in verfe, and the fingiag the praife of God was 
the moft ancient worfhip among men. Our church 
has carefully provided for the refrelhment of tl\e fouls 
of her children ; the mufick of our choirs gives us a 
ravifhing, tho' a faint idea, of the happy choirs in 
heaven. For this reafon ought not tliefe arts, con(c- 
crated by the fpirit of God, to be condemned. . If a 
Chriftian turn was given to mufick and poetry, it would 
be the greateft of all helps to difrelilh profane plea- 
fures. Thofe ladies that are fenfible of the impreiffions 
made by thcfe two arts, fhould early be direfted to, 
p\it them to divine ufes. And fuch as have genius's 
and voices may innocently and ufefully indulge them- 
f^ves in them» if they find their ibuls raifed by it ii\ 
devotioti, and their paiCoi^s ar« fr^e firpqi thpfe ir- 
r^ulat,?JRioti0n$ wjiiqb are the effcclf of ^all, pieafores, 
t]^at owe thidu* birth to tHc fenfea.. If yqung gentle- 
women are forbidden poetry and mufick, it will only 
incFeafe their curipiity,. and m^ theni fancy there is 
njpre in them than thpy will find upon the experiment.. 
If they have no tafle nor genius, which are bleffings 
tl^at every one is not endowed with, without genius and 
tafte they will foon, be weary of , them : wherefore the 
l}eft way is to humour their inclinations, and taki^ 
car^ that what talents they have, may rather ferve 
to improve than to injure their virtue. The lefs is 
t9 be faid of painting, for that few have a genius for 
it, and thofe that have none, would reckon it ridicu- 
lous to have advice given them about a tiling they 
4efpjfe. All thefe arts, poetry, mufick and paint- 
ing, are proper entertainments only for women of 
quality ; not for fuch a^ the duties of their families, 
and what they owe to heaven, would wholly employ. 

The 
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The common education of young gentlewomen at 
hoarding- Ichools is rcnder'd ufelefs, and indeed per- 
nicious. Whole years are fpent in teaching a taffe- 
Icfs girl to paint on glafs, and fuch fort of ufelefs 
knowledge, which iliould be employed in forming their 
minds to virtae, and the moral duties of life. To 
draw, or to know fomething of deiign, will be ufeful 
in feveral work* that pafs thro' the hands of thofe 
ladies, who do not take idlenefs to be tlie greatefl 
privilege of their {tx and quality. For want ( f kno\\- 
ing the rules of drawing, do we meet with fo many 
extravagant figures^ in kces, linen, fluffs, and em- 
broideries. Every thing is ill defigncd and confufed, 
without art, without proportion. Thcfe pafs for fine, 
becaufe they coil a great deal of labour ; thejir ludre 
dazzles thcfe that fee them afar off, or do not under- 
Hand them. However the ladies have their rules 
which they, will not depart from,, as irregular as they 
are : cdlom has fo habituated them to them, that they 
reckon nothing more fantailical than.tQ difput^ them. 
The principles of painting, if knov/n to them, would 
make them loojc with contempt on things they other- * 
wife fet rhQ higbeft value upon. This knpwledge wqu14 
leiTen the labour and expenct of tl^eir wgrks^ an4 
give them that variety and ^beauty, tha^t regularity and 
grace, which can only fet a price upon.thejji. 

In whatever innocent employments they fpcnd their 
Time, certain it is, that 'ds their duty to employ it 
about fomething, and that idlenefs is a vice as weU 
in women as in men. The primitive Chriftians of 
the higheff quality v/rought with their cwn hands. 
The very apoflles tlieijifelvcs, and the Savioui; of the 
xvorld, did the fame : they did nor \\'ork to pafs away 
their time only, they made of labour a ferious, a 
continued, and a profitable employment. Auguftus 
were no clothca but what were wrought and made 
by his wife Livia, and his daughters ; and a greater 
-tbauLivia, becaufe a ChrilUan, and more virtuous, our 

late 
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late fovereign Queen Mar)', of blcfTed memoiy, wm 
always employing her leifure hours in fonrc handi- 
work of ufe and convenience. She had an abhorrence 
for the idle, and fuffered none of her ladzcs to be fo 
in her prefence. She knew and praftifed the duty 
of induftry, knowing that labour is a gr«at guard to 
innocence. For the mind will be bufy, and if the 
hands do not take off the head and heart from wand- 
ring, they will fometiines forget their duty ; and having 
not good matter to aft upon, will be bufied in that 
whicn is ill. When it wants neceilary and tffeful, it 
ftrives by all means to amufc itfelf with needlefs ajid 
ufelefs things. This, as it is the moft dangerous, (a 
it is the moft ordinary cheat of the enemy ; he takes 
from us the occ^ions of employing our time, by pre- 
fenting us ways of lofing it. 

Idlenefs has two conllant companions^ irrcfolution 
and inconftancy. The ladies who are infeded with 
this vice, no iboner have adefign, but they prefently 
change it: they lay, indeed, a great many founda- 
tibns, but they never finilh the building; they do jkot 
fay 1 will, but lam inclined to will fo or fo ; not 
tms I deiire, but this I could deifire : they deliberate, 
but they never refolve; their motion is not progref- 
five, but circular; they advance no moife than the 
perfon who' walks in a labyrinth. And how fhould 
there be any progrefs in the labours of thofe that 
have no aim, and propofe nothing but to fpend time : 
They care not what becomes of it, fo they can but 
get rid of it. Some perhaps work a little to pafs it 
away, as they. call it, and to divert themfelves; they 
overturn thus the oi'der of nature, by which they are 
to reft a little, that they may work much ; they, on 
the contrary, are for taking much reft, that they may 
work a little. Religion fpeaks after a quite another 
manner than thefe ladies feem to underftand : it does 
not, 'tis true, forbid us to ufe recreation, but it requires 
that it ftiould not be exceftive. Whether God treats 

us 
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lis as mercenaries^ or as children, flill he enjoins us to 
work, feeing he himfclf works always. We have to 
animate us ooth his precept and his example. It is 
herein that we imitate him as a father, when we fer\'e 
him as a mailer. None are difpenfed with from this 
law, either upon the advantages of nature or of for- 
tune. To work is a hard word with fine ladies ; their 
delicate fingers make it grate to their cars ; and they 
can't im^ine any obligation lies upon them to do any 
thingy who have fb many to do every thing for them. 
Their pltafurc they take to be their bufincfs, and look 
upon themfelves as not bound by thofe facred laws 
which bind the reft of mankind; with fuch, good coun- 
fel will be reckoned ill manners, and one cannot hope 
that human advice will have any influence where di- 
vine command has none. 

How far might our refle6lions run, on the good em- 
ployment of time in both fexcsy and on the help's we 
may have in it. 

He that is choice of his time will alfb be choice 
of his company and his anions, that there be no- 
thing vain in the one, nor criminal in the other. God 
has given us a fhort time upon earth, and yet upon 
this fhort time depends eternity. There's not an 
hour of oiir lives (when we are of years to diftin- 
guifh good from evil) but we muft account for to 
God v3io gave it to us. If every idle word will be 
pm^ to our reckoning, what will every idle day ? 
Maay jcnemies have we to conquer, many evils to 
prevent, much danger to run through, many difficul- 
ties to overcome, many neceiiities to ferve, and much 
good to do ; where then is the leifure that is fo bur- 
denfbm to perfons of all conditions ? Nor were we 
born for ouHelves onlv; our children, our relations, 
oar fiiends, oar neiehoours, our prince, our country, 
demand their feveral duties of us, , after we have dif- 
charged what are owing to ourfelves. There is . no 
&s,ii9n of life but a man nuy ferve God in. AA bu- 
a finefs 
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fine/s that is neccffary, charitable or profitable, in or^ 
to any of tliofe ends, which we are bound to anfwer, 
is the doing God's work, who has given the good 
diings of the world to ferve the needs of nature, by' 
the toil of the ploughman, the fkill of the ardficer, 
and the trafEck of the merchant : thcfe men are the 
minifters of divine providence, and the fteVvards of the 
creation: thus a king, a judge, a prieft, a lawyer, 
a phyfician, doing the work of their offices, acconung 
to their proper rules, are doing the work of God» in 
ferving thofe neceffities which God has made, and made 
no pro^dfion for them but by their miniftry. No man 
can complain that his profeflion takes him off from' le- 
Hgion; his profeffion itfelf is God'5 fervice, and 'if it 
' be moderately purfued, and according to the rules- of 
Chrillian prudence, it will leave void fpaces enough 
fqr publick and private devotions. 

Who is it that can pretend to be idle for want of 
having fomething to do ? Who is there that can fay he 
has no leifure for prayer and meditation ? He that has 
the moil bufinefs, may fo order it, that he'ihall ferve 
God in his very buiinefs, and find vacant hours for di- 
vine worfhip. 

What furer remedy is there againft wantonnefs, 
ibftnefs and effeminacy, than labour arid induftry? 
To the laborious there is fcarce any paffage open for 
the enemy, temptation is forced to (leal upon them; 
but it comes upon the idle barefaced, and wkh the 
the ihipodence of a reftlefs importunity. 

Idlenefs is the burial of a living man : an idle pw- 
fon being fo ufelefs to any purpofes of God and man, 
that like one that is dead he is unconcerned in the 
changes and • neceffities of the world, and lives only 
to w^afle his time and eat the fruits of the earth; like 
a vermiti or a wolf, When their time comes they -die 
and periih, and in the mean while do no' good ; diey 
neithar plough, nor carry burdens ; all" they do is eidier 
unprofrteble or mifchievous. 

There 



EMPLOYMENT/ 23 

There is no greater prodigal than the lazy man ; he 
throws away that which is invaluable, in refpe£l of its 
prefcnt ufe, and irreparable when it is paft. No power 
of art or nature can recover it ; wherefore it mull be 
the greateft folly imaginable not to improve it to our 
utmoil; to help us in which we may obferve, and 
pradUfe the following rules. 

Let us accudom ourfelves when we awake in the 
morning to think iirft upon God ; let our laft thoughts at 
night be the fame, and what we may do for his fer- 
vice. Let us fleep away no more of our precious time 
than is neceflary for our health. The glory of the 
snoming fun is fufficient to invite the fluo^gard from his 
down, did not his duty fummon him to leave it. 

Whatever our profeffions are, we fhould be diligent 
in them, and give none of thofe hours to idlencfs or 
diverilon, whidi prudence and good hufbandry dedicate 
to them. 

When we have anfwered what we owe to the com- 
mon cares of life in our feveral employments, we 
owe the intervals of our time to our Creator. Not 
that we may not divert ourfelves innocently, to re- 
frefli" the foul, and make it the livelier in its other ope- 
rations. The delight good men take in praying, read- 
ing, and meditation, is enough of itfelf to recommend 
it ; and the cxercifc of works of charity, friendlinefs, 
and neighbourhood, is fo pkafant to a human mind, 
that like virtue, 'tis its own reward. Shall we forget 
to call upon God to relieve our neceflities, and to praife 
him for his continued goodnefs ? Can we riie, can we 
lie down, without raptures of grateful devotion ? 

*Tis matter of great lamentation to fee how our 
folemn fafts and ^ftivals are loitered away, ihflead 
pf being fpent in prayer and praifcs. Better for the 
hu(ban£:ian to follow his pllough, and the artificer his 
trade» than to do nothing, or to do wickedly. Such 
days fhould be devoted to works of religion and cha- 
rity : inilead of which, our hUs tod feilivals, changing 

only 
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only the form J and our fellivals, days of riot and 
debauchery. 

Let not the jollity and gay humour of fots, dignified 
witj) the title of good company, tempt you to w'afte 
that time of which no man can be too provident. 
Bufy bodies are almoft as dangerous to it ; they fquati- 
der it in impertinence. One idlp babler may he tlie 
lofs of many mens time, and the talkative fool is not 
more guilty than the patient. Avoid alike fuch triHers, 
and the laughers, that are indebted for their mirth to 
the fumes of wine; falfe is that mirth, and- the wit 
that makes it. Sobriety reflores them to their native 
dulnefs, and they feem not to have any fouls, any 
longer than they are fodden. 

Never make yourfelf of any parties to pafs the time 
only ; think that a day well fpent may be the day ki£ 
your falvation. Is not eternity of joy worth the fa- 
crifice of a few hours ? Remember they were given you 
to make your peace with the offended Majefty of hea- 
ven to pray for pardon, and to lay up a treafure of 
good works againft the great day of account, ** for all 
** our deeds done in the flelh, whether they be good, or 
*• whether they be evil". 

There is no man fo much involved in worldly bufi- 
nefs, but his foul, in the greatell hurry of it, may 
by an ejaculation take a Hight to heaven. Such ilarts 
of devotion and piety are a pleafm^ offering to God, 
who would never be. forgotten by his children. Thua 
may your time be as truly improved by your trade as 
by your worfliip, and by your own ihort prayers, as 
l)y the long offices of thole who have no labour nor ufe- 
ful employment to fill it up. 

In whatever you ipend your leifure or your other 
hours, let it be in fomething reafonable and profitable, 
fuitable to your years and capacity; not in trifles, 
like children, or people out of their wits. For a 
man may be idlj; bufy, and the time he employs in 
folly and vanity is as much walled, as that which he 

ileeps 
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feeps or whiles away. If it an{wers no good end^ to 
>e employed is as peSmicious as to be idle. Suit your 
mployment to the dignity of your perfon j remem- . 
icr you are a man, and let your works anfwer your 
hara6ler. Mean or unworthy employments are the 
lifeafes of labour, and the ruft of time, which it 
ontrads not by lying ftill, but by being employed 
ft filth. 

Above aU, take care that what you are bulled about 
lecomes a Chriilian, and have no mixture of fm in 
U He who labours in the fer\'ice of avarice, or mi- 
nders to another's luft, or deals in impurity and in- 
emperance,' is idle in the worft fenfe. Every hour fo 
pent runs him backward, and the remaining and 
horter part of his life may not be long enough to 
•ecover what is thus mif-fpent. People of condition 
)aght to be very curious in what they employ them- 
elves about. Wretched are they if their education 
vas been fo loofe that they know not how to fpend 
:heir time to any purpofe ; if they are forced to throw 
liemfelves into Dafe company, - purely becaufe tliey 
:annot tell what to do when tliey are alone. No fo- 
itude is fo frightful as that which leaves fuch men 
i^vith themfelves; and nothing fo welcome as that 
*fhich delivers them from fuch company. They that 
liave learning know-how precious every hour is, and 
[10 w to improve it to be ufeful to themfelves and the 
public, fn arts, counfel, or :irms : they that have 
lone, fliould in the choice of their fociety obferve 
ivhere they can make mo ft ufe of others ijnprove- 
ment« to thofe nobler purpofcs, and aflbciatc with fuch 
as will never tempt them to any vice, nor join with 
them in any; as may fupply their defedls by inftruc- 
tion and example. Such as thefe may at lea ft ac- 
quaint themfelves with hiftory, the laws and culloms 
[>£ their country, (.nd their own domePdc affairs: 
they may learn aconomy and good management, 
humanity to their tenants and neighbours, may 

Vol. !• C employ 
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employ tkemielves in charitable offices, in reconciling 
enemies, and preventing the mifchief of Utigious 
fpirits ; and efpecially ought they to be well inftmdot 
in the lefTons that have been already read to them» 
to lav out all the hours they have to /pare fiom 
a6ls of neceffity and charity, on religion and. 

piety. 

Thefe reflcdlions relate chiefly to men of qvality, 
not but they are many of tliem as ufeful for ladies, 
yi^hofe time fhould be employed in fuch works, as 
feem to be allotted them by God and nature. To 
take a parent's care in the education of their chil- 
dren is of late reckoned very uncourtly ; as if quality 
was abwe nature, and title could difcharge the ladies 
from the obligations of the divine laws. There was 
an age - when women of the beft condition prided 
thcmlelves in performing Chriftian duties, in viiiting 
and alfirting the fick, cpmfortine and relieving the 
poor; but fliew and vanity umrp now the places 
of reafon and duty. How unmannerly would a te- 
dious dilcourfe be on their duties, as wives, daugh" 
ters, mothers ? Would they forgive the prelate who 
fhould preach to them as one of the fathers of our 
church does ; " be courteous to your neighbours, learn in 
** filence of your hufbands and fjjiritnal guides, read good 
*^ books, pray often, and fpeak little ; "learn to do works 
for neceflary ufes ; by which the reverend prelate 
tells us, the facred writ intends good houiwifr)' and 
charity: virtues that, rare as they arc, ftiine full in 
fDme of Our noblefl families, brighter even than nobility 
itfelf. 

Foppery and wantonnefs of drefs are of all things 
unbecoming a Chriftian life; a worfe employment 
men and women of all conditions cannot be buiyed 
about: to indulge the appetite too much, as it is 
prejudicial to the health of the body, fo alfo is it 
to that of the foul ; not only by taking up too much 
time in contriving how to regulate the palaie, but by 

pampering 
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pampering the ilefh, and preparing it for tempta- 
tion. Moderate food and apparel diitinguilhed the 
firft Chriftian^ who, upon their converiion, renounced^ 
as we all do now by our baptifmal vow, the pomjps 
xnd vanities of this wicked world, the luxury of diet 
and drefs. 

Thofe that are over-curious, and always enquiring 
after things which concern them not, unpfofitably em- 
ploy their rime^ The bearing and hearing of talcs 
is often attended with fcandol and backbitings, vices 
for which Chriftians> who have a new commandment 
" to love one another," fliould have an aWiorrence. How 
it has prevailed lately, we have been fad witneffes of; 
meddlers with other mens matters, hacve infefted tl;ie 
world with a malignant fpirit of flanden So tar only 
(hould we be concerned for our neighbours, as to 
pity their diftrefles, and relieve their wants. If vtn* 
ncceflary and fantaftic \iiits are forbidden us un- 
der the vice of idlendfs, what will become of great 
part of die ladies time, and how will they account 
Ibr *t ? It is now a piece of good breeding; to ramble 
tliree or four days in a week from hou4e to hoiife^ 
not in doing good, but in doing nothing, and to fit at 
h.ime the reil of it, expelling as great triflers as 
themfelve^^ Drefs, meals, viiit, park, opera, and play^ 
take up all the hours that are not given by them 
to "fleep; in which> if the morning is not fpent, 
drefs confumes it all: the noon is not long enough 
for dinncr> the afternoon is loitered away in the 
park, and the reft of the day at the theatres t 
what part bf it can they fpare for the church and th^ 
clofet? what part of it do they dedicate to Go3, 
who will moft furely demand his "ftiare, at the la ft 
judgment, and ctenijilly punilh thofe that have de- 
frauded him of it ? Recreations, as has been obfervcd, 
howeypr innocent they are in themfelves, become cri- 
minal when that time is mif*^ent in them, which 
ftiQuld bs.applyed t6 religiouf or civil ufes; choofc 
* * C a therefore 
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therefore fuch as are healthy, (hort, and reftcftiing. 
Never make a bufmefs of your pleafure. He w& 
waftes his time in ijports, an4 calls it recreation, is 
like him whofe coat is all made of fringes^ and his 
meat nothing but fauces : they are hcalthlefs, expen- 
iive, and ufelcfs ; none are more fo than thofe that 
Ileal your affc^ions from fcverer employments. To 
what you give your affedicns, you will not grudge 
to give your time. St. John diverted himfelf with 
a tame partridge, but we ihould not for that reaibn 
^end our time in playing with lap-dogs, or feeding 
Canar\'-birds ; employments, than which none can be 
more innocent, if too much time is not waiUd on 
them ; none more trifling and ridiculous, if it is. The 
mind, like a bow, mull not be always bent ; it is law- 
ful and neceffaiy to relax it; but we mull never fufier 
it to be unready, or unftrung. What has been faid of 
prayer and meditation will inftrui^ us to let nothing 
but a violent, fudden, . and impatient ncceflity make 
us omit, one day, our morning and evening devotions : 
niinutes, fo employed, will "help us to fpend hours 
the more ufefully and rcligioufly. if the people would 
withdraw jhemfelves from bufmefs and company, to 
offer up feme ihort prayers or ejaculations to heuven» 
they would at their return learn to feafon them with 
heavenly things. Thefe traniient devotions are only 
juHifiable in fuch as sue bufyed by the cares of life : 
for God*s work is not to bfe done negligently and 
i'Jly ; the heart nui^ not be fet upon the world, when 
the hand if; lifted in prayer. Be fure to prefer an 
ad of religion in its place and proper feafon, be- 
fore nil wcrldly pleafure. Let fecular things, that may 
be ciifpeniVd with, wait upon fpiritual. Sir Thomas 
More, lord^ high chancellor of England, being fent 
for by the king, when he was at his prayers in pub- 
lic, returned anfvver, " he would attend him when he 
*• had firft performed his fervice to the King of kings .•'* 
and it Cld honour to Hu^icus, that when letters from 

CVfar 
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Cx/ar were given Him, He refufed to open tliem, until 
the philofopher had done his ledure. If that wife 
Roman thought fuch homage was due to the difpcn- 
fations of human wifdom, how much more is to di- 
vine? If to know hD\v to govern onefelf in this 
tranfitory life be of more importance than imperial 
commanids, how important is it for us to do our work 
for eternity? 

When the clock flrikes, or however elfe you mea- 
fure the day, it is good every hour to blefs it with 
an ejaculation, and ufe yourfelf to meafure your 
time by your devotion, which is the moft infallible 
way to improve it : do this alfo in the breaches of 
your fleep, that tb^fe fp aces which have in them 
• no dire<^ buiinefs of the world, may be filled with 
religion. 

Jf it has been your misfortune to have mif-fpent 
anv of your precious time, make it your firft care to 
redeem it by repenting of what you have lof!, and putr- 
ting tho(c parts of it which were walled on trivial or 
crioiinal utes, to pious and religious ones. Give 
thoie hours efpecially to thofe graces, the contrary of 
which you formerly pradtifed. If you have been fo 
wicked as to have wafted any in luxury and unclean- 
nefs,' dedicate a great part of your future life to 
a£ts of chaftity and temperance. Be on the watch 
againil prefent and future perils ; and from time 
to time look out that you be in no more danger 
of falling; this will be to redeem it: and befidcs 
adlions of religion and piety, you may buy your fecu- 
rity of it at the price of any labour or honed arts^ 
As a part of every day fhoula be given to God's fer- 
vice; fo alfo fhould a part of every year; wherein all 
worldly buiinefs fhould be quitted, and that folcmn 
portion of it be {pent in falling and prayer, medita- 
tion and attendances upon God; in examining our?- 
ielves, to fee how we grow in godlinefs, as we do in 
»ge. Ycarfy ought we to nvafce up our accounts with 
C 3 heaven $ 
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keaven; to renew our vows, and ftudy to an 
whatever has been aniifs in the former part of 
fives. In this we ihall be nuich aiGfled if we 
xnirie ouifelves daily ,. and keep our accounts d 
Take a particular fcrutiny of your actions e 
night before you fl^ep ; and dear youi* conicienc 
repentance and prayer, if you have any thin^ 
charge it with, as the pureft minds- will always h 
When the temptations of the day have been g 
by fealb, fports, and the like, the more ihiil let 
examination bo^ the more fevere your penitence, 
J3iore firm your refolutions,. with tne divine grace 
be upbij your, guard againft them for the future. If 
thing but common has happened,, the lefs need we 
mine ourfelves: but let us never lie down, nor 
our. heads to the pillow, without fuch a recoiled 
^r fear fome fm fhould be forgotten, and pafs by u 
pented of, and we fhould accuftom ourfelves to run I 
m our account fo far» until we fhould be afraid ti 
trofpe£l» and, like bankrupts, ruin our fouls, bee 
we durft not look into the book of our confciei 
By running over the aflions of every day in 
minds at nighty we fhall find out matter of tha 
giving^ as well as forrdw, and commend ourfelv< 
God in fweet ecftafies of praife. 

In obierving thefe rules^ for the mfeful and p 
employment of our time, let us pradife them ' 
prudence and modctation,, not with vexation 
Icruple. Let us not lay too much ilrefs on our 
dili^etce, and think no merit greater than our ^ 
works, who have only the merits of our Redeeme 
rely upon. Civil employments are good advanta 
but manv of the particulars recommended, not di 
commanaments ; they mufl therefore be ufed, as : 
be found expedient to every one's condition. 
provided our duty be fecured, the degrees and 
thrnments of it are permitted to every man, accor< 
to his nation and circumdanccs;^ and the condu^ 
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fach as aie appointed to be his gtiides. Happy is he, 
who can (ecure every hour for pious ufcs; but the 
duty conlifls not fcrupuloufly in tninutes and half-- 
hours, nor in greater or lefs portions of time, but in 
appropriating it all to the duties that are required of us 
as Chiiftians and' as men ; remembering none of it muft 
be fpared for fm, and that without fin we cannot be 
idle. 

Were there no other eonfiderations than what re- 
late to this world only, one idle perfon would be a 
fcandal and a nufance to it. From ' lazinefs came 
knavery and theft, poverty and beggary. The la\vs 
-of man as w^ as God difcountenance it in all well- 
governed ftates. The public exa6ls a part of every 
man's time ; and there is not a man upon earth cf 
ib exahed a ftation, that he can fay in any one minute 
of his life that he has nothing to do, either for him- 
felf or others* In the lower order of mankind, idle- 
nefs is not finfi»l but criminal ; and the body as well as 
the mind is fubjeft to corre^ioh. A^ to the otlKer 
world, thefe confiderations are of the la ft importance 
on this account only, that the good ufe of our time 
prepares us for all fudden changes ; and we fhalf not, 
if we have well improved it, be furprifed at the fudden 
comine of the day of our Lord. We (hall be ready 
and willing to render our accounts of our alliens, bc- 
cauie our days have not been evil. Evil indeed are all 
•ur days tbat have been bell employed ; but the mercy 
of God will accept of our repentance, when we daily 
beg it of him with fincerity and contrition. 

"Beg God's blcffingy intend his honour, and willingly 
fubnut to his providence, in complying with the duty 
of your calling; be deligent and careful in it, and en- 
cUavour after perfection.. Do not aft in it wLh t^o 
milch intenfenefs ; nor difcorapofe nor hurry yourielvt . 
fo far as to lofe the command of youHelves, and he 
<Dpen to the temptations of avarice and pride. 

C 4 Whea 
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When you go from one huiineis, or one company 
to another, coniider how you difcharged yourielves in 
it, that you may beg pardon for wha^ was amifs ; and 
having your confcicnces clear, may attend what you 
are going about with the more eafe, application, and 
chearfulnefs. 

If your employment admits converfation, and. your 
circumftances allow it, why may you not fervc both 
worlds a? once ? While you are working, jet your 
icrvants or children read to you, or repeat what they 
have learnt frctti the fcriptyre and catechifm, or from 
books of morality: or if this does not fuit with your 
profeffion, there are few but may mix profitable dif- 
courfes and pious thoughts with their labours. 

Exadl no mere worn of any than their ftrengtk and 
health enable them to perform; and take not from 
them all their time, who owe a portion of it to hear 
ven as well as yourfehres. You ought rather to inftruft 
and encourage them in their devotion, than to inter- 
rupt or obflruA it : Yon may alfo make yourielf ac- 
countable for their fin, of which your avarice was the 
occaiion. 

If you work for other?, do it with as much diligence 
and integrity as if it was for yourfelves ; rememfering 
that divine law, to do in all things with your neighbour, 
friend, or enem)', as you would be done bv. Be 
exadly faithful in word and deed to all, and kind 
and charitable, according to your neighbour's wants, 
and your own ability. 

In fine^ let thofc who flatter themfelves that they are 
not fo much accountable for mif-^ent time, as thofe 
that are obliged to ufe it for the neceiTities of life, hear 
what God faid to Adam their father : and then, if they 
can, prove by what other fuperior law they are exempt- 
ed from that fame doom. 

*• Becaufetheu haft hearkened untothe voice of thy wife, 
*' and hail eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, 
" faying, thou flialt not cat of it ; curfed is the ground for 

" thy 
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•* diy fake; in forrtnv (halt thou eat of it all the days of 
«* thy life. Thorns and thiftlcs (hall it bring forth to thee, 
«* and thou (halt eat of the herb of the field. In the fweat 
•* of thy face fhaltthou eat bread, until thou return unto 
" the ground." 

Labour is partly a command artel partly apunifhment : 
it was at firft the effe£t of fin ; it is now the preferver 
of innocence. There will he no- labour in heaven ; but 
then there will be no temptation. This life is a (late 
of trial and action, of mutual dependence and im- 
provement. By work is the body fupported, and the 
mind inftrudled : God can infbnn the one and prefen^e 
the other, without our co-operation; but he has not 
been- pleafed to give us any promife ib to do : on the 
the contrary he tells us, " in the fweat of our face (hall we 
" eat our bread." And. the higheft are fubje<fl to his com- 
mand, as well as the Ibweft ; and no more exempted 
from* labour, than from trevei in their bringing forth. 
Both were the punilhment of our firft parents difohc- 
dience ; and it is the greateft prefumption to think of 
altering or not complying with this fundamental law of 
the Creator. A couttmplative life is the felicity of 
leparated ipirits.; and that eternal reft wflich they en- 
joy in heaven, the reward of thofe that "fight the good 
** fight upon earth." The common enemy of ourloufs 
will always be tempting us to idlaiefs ; ha has usthe^n 
at the greateft advantage; it is for this reafon he flat- 
ters our imagination wieh the cliarms oF eafe, and the 
delights of folitude. When our thoughts are wan- 
dering, as the toui will be always in motion, it is then 
he furpVifes us, and mailers them. None but our Sa- 
viour could have refiftcd- him in the wildcmefs ; and 
the example of his bjjing fo long tempted there, is given 
us to fhew us, tha^pe are not of ourfch es- s^ matdi fbr 
the prince of the power of the air ; arid that it is only 
the prerogative of God to be independent. If we call 
in the help of labour and devotion, he v/ill find us too 
wclipiepured for his attacks, . and will wai^ fgr a inore 
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looie ttn^arded hour^ There is no work deii>icable be>> 
caufe it is mean ; if it is honed and neceflary it is honoois 
able. I am rendered important to the creation, by 
ferving to its neccffities^ It has been, mentioned, that 
princeff^s in old times did not difdain the diftaffand 
needle^ The goldeR age is psdnted as- a. padoral one, 
when the kings of the eardi tilled the ground, a^d 
the princes kept fh.eep. The. mother of Chrid had a 
carpenter to her hufband ; and turtledoves and pigecms 
were aU the facrifi<;e fhe had to offer at the nativity of 
our Redeemer. What is deferving contempt which is the 
gift of providence ? Whatever my employment is. Id 
me do it as chearfuUy and as perfedly as I can, for 
God's ^ake, and in a ipirit of obedience ; that I ttuy 
be of the numbec.of tnofe, tQ whom it ihall be pro^ 
nounced,, ** Welldoneye goodaad£aithfulfer.vants,,&C»;* 
In perfonining the duties of i^eligi^n and life,, di- 
ligence in bedi promi ies us alike with fuccefs ; aiui if 
my diligence al-ifes from a pious principle to pleafe 
God» and confidering that, every thing I do is done uk 
. hi» prefence,. I (hall not only have the temporal reward,. 
but the eternal. "K we give our hands to the world,. 
let us keep our hearts ^om it. On whatever I am em* 

Sloy^d about, let my affe^ions be fet on things above. 
r, like Martha,,Iamcumbred withjnany things, Iwoiiti, 
with Mary, be ftillmindfiil of the one thing nee^al., 

A F R A Y E R for thofe that Labour. 

**/^ Good and gracious God, let not the cares of this* 
^*\J worid deaden the influences of thy holy fpirit. Let 
^* myend in allmy actions bethedoingofmyduty, and not: 
^ worldly profit only. Let no difor^^^Fmy affe£taons indif- 
^ pofe my mindfer adb of devotioflpe a tempation to fin, or 
*• caufe niy overlqoldng opportunities of gforyiying tliee, 
•* my Creator, or 4oing good tomy neighbour, Sh^I not 
^ '6ng thy praifes at my labours, when St. Paul. and Silas 
^^^ll^th»iiitv^r\(bA: dkou c«mm«ukft the Ifiraelitesto 
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^ ijpcak of the law, «nd the great things thou Badft done 
•* for them, when they went out, and when they came in 
•• Let that be my rule, oh my Lord ! an,d let my children 
** and fervants be taught thecxcellentprecepts of the Gof- 
•* pd, to declare thy wonderful love to man in thy only fon 
** Chrift Jefus. I fubmit to thy providence in the work 
** I am obliged to do for my daily bread. I look up ta 
* * thee as' the giver of it, and chearfully make ufe of the 
** means of obtaining it. Pardon my want of know- 
•* ledge, remove my deadly ignorance, aflifl: me with 
•• thy divine grace m my hunable reading of the Scrip- 
^' tures, and attending the facred ordinances. Let me 
** not indulge natural pride, qt floth, in learning that . 
" which is good. Accept, oh Lord ! of the improvement» 
•* I make of die talents thou hail ihtrufted me with. Give 
*' me uprightneis of hearty and forgive my unwilling 
•* mii&kcs." 

A Prayer for thp Rich- 

•** A ^*ou, ohLord! haft mademc able to giv^, make 
•* f\ me willing, I beieech thee. Letmenotwaftc 
^ that time in vanity and wickednefs, that ought ^(o be 
_•* employed in thy fervice. Since thou* haft fermy.feet on. 
** hi^, let my heart be alfo lifkd up,. not to defpiib my 
^ brother, but to elorify diee; ahd by a higher profpedl, 
** endeavour to guid^ others in the beautiful padis of life 
''and virtue. Give me the riches of grace, and advance 
*^ me in the ichoor of wifdbm andknowledge.!' 

The former reflexions concern chiefly that ptat? of 
life which fits us for another world : the following 
are intended to fit us more for this^ bymaking^us ;^gjreeal^le 
.tD ourftlves andpthers* V 
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Wit and Delicacy. 

T.H £ charader of wit m alike aiFeded by both 
fexes: if learning adorns it in men, beauty 
gives it as much grace in »romen ; and ' makes 
itmoxe dangerous to thole that poflels it. Ladies of a 
]ksndy.9.€dYe fpint are very: apt to turn it to intrigue, 
lyhidi, perhaps, may begin in frolick only, but too of- 
tea ettds in iname. An afiedation of wit, where it is 
Aot, ferves only to render folly more ridiculous ; it makes 
both men and women forward in fpeaking; they fancy 
they ihew their wit when the); fliew their ignorance, and 
cspofe themfelves to be the jeft of the company, when 
tkl^^ endeavour to be the admiration. This talkative for- 
Ufani humour fets fuch as have little wit on a level wilJi 
Aurie that have none, and (poils talents which are capable 
49f ixDprovement. Give them a relifh of delicacy, they 
,i|H^foon be afhamed of that vain humour, and avoja 
IBhllielves whi(;h. are fo fatal to impertinence. Deli- 
cacy is of the virgin kind, the lefs it is touched the more 
ijLis admired, and better recommended by modefly and 
filence, than by airs and turns of fancy, which feldom 
^ the bu/ineis they are designed for, and on the 
• coiftrary, offend inftead of pleafing. A young lady 
^ fhovld never fpeak, but for neceffity, and even thea 
^ ^th diffidence and deference. She fhould never 
tajk of tilings above the common reach of her age 
and fex, however fhe may be informed of them uf 
t e advantages of her quality and education. Let 
k r not be tempted into this error by a happy memory, 
*1fy. A <iuick and pleafknt ixoagination, by a fluency of 
2 ipeech. 
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fpecch, or any of thofe qualities, which flie may en- 
joy in common with a great number of other womeR, 
of little ftnfc othen^ife, and in (bme refpe£ls» 
very conten>ptiblc. Her behaviour (hould be exnA and 
regular, her temper even and orderly, her judgment 
j ull and upright, to know when to talk and when to be 
filent ; and if in all her condud thene appears more 
difcrction than homoiir, her other qualities will (hine 
the brighter, and diftingaifh her ftoin the red of her fex. 
This prudence is a much moFe neceiTary qualifica- 
tion t4ian what is called wit: ic will give her an air 
of authority and reiped, inftead of a^ vain and fami- 
Kar one. Whatever odier accomplifhments fhe has,. 
will, wkhont this> want their true ornament, and have 
no more value without good order, than fcattered 
flowers confufedly blown alK>ut by the wind. 

Thefff ifr a- fbrt of difcretion and prudence by which 
e^R the vicious preferve their reputation, and for 
wanv of which, iUq mofl yii>cuou8 lofe theirs. The 
efcapes of little excurfions of wit arc often the occa- 
fibn of it. Young ladies, therefore, mutl be upcn 
tbeir gaardj, and not let thjngs flip from their tongue^ 
which ought not to dwell in their minds. Delicacy of 
thought will help them to avoids this wreck ; nothing 
can be delicate' diat is not true and innocent. Pertitefs 
of fancy and expreflion has a falfe delicacy, which 
fflares peHiaps- in converfation, but never pleaibs. The 
lureft fign. of wanc.of wit is a fondneii) of ihewing it^ 
thofe that have it are fparing of a treafure which is fo 
rare and uncommon. True wifdom if like the lamps 
of theandent fcpaichres, which lafted fo long light as 
they ware under ground, and were extinguifhra as foon 
as they took air. Wit indeed, if true, (hines out, but 
aever out when it is fuie of fbiking, and* to have^the 
eSt&. it intended; 

To afFedh a nice tafle of things, without difcem«- 
xnenti is like judging of painting without iight. The 
bcA' tafte in the oonduft of life in* the accommodating 

our- 
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earieTves to affairs,, according as they are ] 
nfeful. Nothing is really eilimable but good 
and virtue ; both of which make us. look i^Km 
and nicenefs, not as laudable delicacies, but 
the weaknefs of a fick mind or body. 

Since we are to live in the world witk the didl.^ 
mde, as well as with the polite smd witty; 
affairs will not be always ib very delicate; 
the only true delicacy, bids us to be polite % 
polite, and delicate witk the delicate ; to fuit ( 
haviour to our company, and as that is, to be i 
witty or dull ; if it is in our power to be mxhmi 
one or the odier. A difeufliiil temper makes m. i 
eaiy both to ouifelves and others. If we 4 
thing, every body will diilalle us; and he who i 
gines that by being over-nice he may get the dues 
of being wife,, may pcobably meet wiu that of bi 
Gverwife, agreeably to the ftate of a modem cr^ 
whofeover-wiidom and oves-delicacy have turned ( 
into downright madnefs- 

RECREATIONS-: 

Op the two fexes, the ibfter one hat wJI^. 
need of advice in the ufe of dieir diirifigMr- 
there are more eyes upon them, from die odW;]; 
10 admire and pkafe Uiem, than hem their owikift^ 
•bibveand cenfuse. Befides the tcmptatiaas o£ t hw i j 
own hearts, they have thole of the men to ImM^. 
with ; and if they ffiew the leaff difpofition to fSlt^i 
iure, they will find enow to encourage them hi k. ^K 
be eager in the purfuit of it, while they are yMi|^. ft ' 
dangerous; to catch at it, when they are M^ 
catching at a ihadow : when it becomes lefr m 
k grows-to be indecent. Diveifiona are fer.fudi 

2 
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oprr;/^ than pleafe. Thcfe joHy dames fb continually 
fyek diverfion, that in a little time they grow into' a. 
jeft, yet are unwilling to remember that if they ucre 
fcldomer feen, they would not be fo often laughed at. 
Who will chuib to look on a face he is fure to fee 
to-m arrow, who to-day has a new one to entertain 
him? The ladies grow cheap by growing familian, 
and cheap is the unkindeft word that can be beftowed 
Vpon the fex. 

p To game a little for the diveriion of yourielf or your 
Company, has no harm in it ; but to do it fo often as 
to be called a gamelter, is to be avoided next to things 
that are criminal. And if gaming is a vice in men, 
it is much mere fo in women ; for that one of its con- 
(equences is often the lofs of what is much more valu- 
able than gT'ld or diamonds, their reputation, if not 
their honour. It engages both in a habit of idlenefs 
and ill hours, draws them into miixt company, makes 
them negledt their civilities abroad, and their bufincis 
at home; in a word, the fi;ame(ler, whether man. or 
woman, has neither God, father, hufband, or friend; 
at leaft they live as if they had neither, and give -up 
to chance the empire of providence. 

The objeclions are much* flronger ftill to the ladi^ 
than to the men, with refpeft to deep play; it gives 
occafion to the world to afk fpiteful queftions: how 
they dare venture to lofe ? and what means they have 
to pay fuch great fums? The winr.er and the lofer arc 
alike in danger: if fhewins, it puts her into fb good 
a humour nothing can put her into an ill one ; if fhe 
lofes, fhe runs in debt, and there are more ways than 
one to difcharge it. The debtor is at the mercy of the 
creditor, and exaft are both fexes in paying theie debts^ 
of honour. If the ladies pay in mone/, it will be 
alked How they come by it ? If they owe, and efpeci- 
ally to a man, he will be thou|;ht no unfair creditor^ 
if, when the eflate faik, he feizes upon the perfon. 
Add to this, if a lively woman could fee her own face 

upon- 
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neighbour, cannot be kwfal diverfion ; and' pra| 
and wanton difcourfe, fcandal and flander, are i 
tainly not to be delighted in, or to be anjr part oC 
employment of our time. All recreation mif 
moderate as well as innocent. MinuteSy and > 
days or hours, fhould only be given to them: 
the purpofe of diverfion is not to exempt ns horn 
hour, but to fit us for it. If our paffions are too d 
affedted by our recreations, if we nave them too a 
at heart, they are no longer lawful, becanie thef ;^ 
take off our minds from our fjpnitual or tanp 
duties ; wc fhall be like fchool-boys, who after p 
time cannot fettle to their books again. TxmCy U 
been obferved, is to be redeemed, and not floag 9m 
and when we confider what a great w(»k wc I 
here to do, and how uncertain we are how lonff l 
we (ball have to do it, we fhould rather feek njl 
creation in the fublime meditations on the wondi 
works of the Almighty, than in the follies and t| 
of this tranfitory life.. i 

Little need have we to contrive ways to while d 
our time, which flies fo faft from us, and returm 
mere. Remember this, you that loiter away J 
days, and revel away your nights: remembort 
ye gameflers, by whom days and nights are ( 
founded through an infaitable luft of gain. Th« 1 
the moft extravagant inflance of avarice, rendeta 
almofl impoflible to game and not to fin. For ifj 
be any way lawful, it is when we play for mril 
confiderable ; otherwife we fhall fall into the vic8 
covetoufnefs, and take pleafure in winning, or 
tranfported with rage at ill luck in lofing ; both iri 
vices feldom come unattended. Covetoufnefe will te 
you to trick at leafl, if not to cheat; and anga 
iwear, and perhaps blafpheme. Go to a gani 
table at the publick places, fee the tranfports. of 
winners and lofers at fi ath, Tunbridge, Epfbm, 
and then afk yourielf, can diverfions, that ft .r 
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d diforder the foul^. that keep it in a pcjpetuaJt tu- 
iJt of paflioDj, that make men forget what they owe 
God and to men, can they be kwfiil? The con- 
ry (peaks itfclf, and whoever fms this way, docs it 
ainfl convi^on,. and in defiance of the Almighty^ 
lofe that find thcmielves too much inclined to game,, 
d have not a. due government of their pafiions at it*. 
11 do well to lay themfclves under fome voluiltanr and 
bable mul6l^ that the tie of intered may help to- 
irain them. Yet one would think that ChrillianS). 
ID are bid to pluck out their very eyes, and cut off 
Hr verv hands if they offend them, ftiould not need 
bcfinftruded to part with unneceffary fports, rather 
an to fall into temptation. He that plays finfully 
rs his feul at ftake, which is furely of too gr^^t 
)rth to be ventured on the eaft of a . die. Thofe 
u give thcmfelves up to gaming, make it no more 
^creation. Such a man toils as much at it as he who 
x)nrs for work 5 is there any fo painful as that of the 
Ind, as the hopes and fears 01 the covetous man,. 
d the impatience and rage of the angry ? 

X>OC<X<XXXXXX^<XXXXX)<XX 

DRESS. 

' F drefs, as we are told in Scripture, was to cover 
, nakednefs, it feems in our days not to anfwer the 
Ctid of it, efpecially with the ladies ; who, one 
)uld imagine by their drefs, arc fo far from reckoning 
^mfelves, obliged to their njother Eve, for dreffmg them,. 
It they are for throwii* j avay the very fig-leaves ; 
:v Jhave already uncovered their (boulders and breafts, 
a as. they have gone fo far in a few months, what 
ly they not do in years ? They (hould confidcr that 
>thcs were not the effefl of pride, but of fin, and 
It inilead of making them vuin,^ it '(hould humble 

aj\d 
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und mortify them, as having loft that Innocence w&uiu 
v/as a much greater ornament to them than the mm\ 
glorious apparel can be. Since fhame was the arigi- 
np.l of clothing, it ought to be moded, and all fsLQiiottt: 
which are not fo, are finful ; arguing the wantonndi 
of the wearer, aiul provoking that of the fpedlatoc; 
botli which caiTy im in them. 

The defending the body from cold feems to be^ tp 
many, not a principal, but an accidental end of appaid^ 
Naked brcafts and naked bofoms, in both fexes, ihew 
us that health, as dcfirable as it is, is not confidered hv 
youth, when any ihong pafllon is in the way. Hiotf 
ladici that would catch cold at the fanning of a fum- 
mer-ev'cnmg's breeze, bear the rudeft winter-blafts, to 
lay open their breads and fhoulders ; the moil delicaSr 
of them arc infenfible of wind or weather. Would one 
not believe they are fo warmed within, that they axe 
In fen Able of cold from without ? And what muft mcii 
think of fuch women, who will indure fo much to be 
ib much feen ? Nothing in the world is fo eafily commas 
nicated as defire.; and inflead of mortifying-it, the veiy 
churches are the places that help now to inflame it; 
people drefs for them as wantonly as for the play-honfe : 
and a woman has n';t any beauty which me will not 
take care to expofe there to advantage. H^ce it is, 
that divine fervice, inflead of raifmg men and women's 
fouls in devotion to the great Creator, is often made 
ufe of to convey wanton glances to each other ; and 
wjien they pretend to be praying to be deUvered front 
temptation, they with pleafure give themfelves up to 
it. God, who will not be mocked, knows the heart, 
and will at the laft day call (hem to a dreadful account 
for this wicked abufe of holy ordinances. 

Another end of apparel is the diftinguifhing of fexes 
and qualities, which, like the other two ends of it, 
modelly and health, is negleftcd and defpifed. Women, 
without blufhing, affume the coat, periwig, hat and 
feather, and ride 4s furioufly as if there was really 

nothing 
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n fex, or they defired there (hould be no dif- 
What a mean opinion muft fuch ladies have . . 
Lelicacy of the heirefs of Burgundy, grand- 
f Charles the fifth, who falling from her horfe, 
king her thigh, refufed the aiTiftance of the 
and chufe to die rather than have her mo- 
nded. God.himfelf exprdly commanded the 
at the man Ihould not wear the apparel of the 
nor the woman tJiat of the man; but our la- 
5 our politicians, think the Jewiih Laws do not 
) Chriftians, and refolving at any rate to pleafe, 
• a hat or a head, as it- fcts them off bell, To 
(h qualities by drefs was one of the ancient 
: The Romans were wery ftridl in their feveral 
ns. ** Gorgeous apparel is for kings courts," 
iviour him felf tells us. Men and women fhould 
themfclves with that fort of clothing which 
ith their fex and condition, not ft riving to ex- 
tjual that of a higher rank, nor raife envy in 
Q. What difference is there now betv^^een the 
a citizen and a courtier, of a taylor and a gcn- 
of a fervant and a mailer ? The maid is very 
ftaken for the millrefs, and the valet for my lord, 
erai depravity of men's minds appears as much 
irruption, as in any ; the neglcdil of decency 
er, the confufion of ranks and degrees, pro- 
itempt of them ; and men fail in the refpeft 
owe to fuperiors. " Honour to whom honour," 
f the laws of the gofpel, which are forgotten, 
I live in all things, as if they were their own 
and had no rule to walk by but their wills, 
uy in drefs has been fo welt ridiculed by men of 
Lt we are lefs troubled with it than ever. While 
fm only, and was ranked under the heads cf 
d vanity, while damnation was only the puniih- 
flourifhed amain ; but now it 19 become a jcfi, 
fop is fure to be laughed at ; he avoids diaflcfor 
; of his charader, which he would not \»fc 
for the fake of his falvation. 

Clothes 
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Clcniies add no tnie worth to any one, ani h is th 
fore fboiiih as well as finful t6 wafte time or thoi 
in drefs. Beauty needs no ornament, and defbn 
^mits non^, but what we ought all to tovet» ** tha 
a meek and quiet fpirit". Clothe yourlelves as ricU 
you can with all chriiHan virtues, which can < 
render you lovely in God's eycs^ and will not a 1 
help to render you amiable in thofe of man. 
Iieauty of the mmd charms more than that of the h 
and no beauty of it is fo charming as virtue. Chi 
will incline you to look to your neighbour's dot! 
as well as your own. To ** clothe the naked" is one o 
duties that have eternal blifs for their reward ; 
the faying of a good Chriftian on that fubjedl, thou 
homely one, is a folid one> ^< one plain coat thou pii 
^* upon a poor man's back will better become thee 
•** twenty nch ones thou fhalt put upon thy own." 

Youth is very apt to run into eiror in drefs. Vi 
proceeds from levity of mind, for which the yo 
and efpecially of the (bfter fex wane ballaft ; 
have an inborn violent deiire of pleaiing ; the ^ 
which Ifcad men to authority and glory being (hi 
them, they flrive to make amends for t)iat lofs b) 
graces of their perfon. And it is on this account 
the colour of a ribbon, the curl of the hair, oj 
letting on a patch too high or too low, arc with i 
matters of importance. This excefs is become 
extravagant,^ and we are not fatisfied with our k 
and fafhions, but are made after thofe of our n( 
hours. Thus to the love of drefs is added thi 
novelty. They, do bewitch weak minds, and H 
them with pride and folly drive out every good tl 
and choke the feeds of religion and virtue, 
ftates have not only fet rules for habits, but alf 
furniture of houfes, and the decorations of gar< 
Oumeighbouringftate, that of the United Province: 
ilrained by a law the extravagant expence of flo\\ 
«Bd our own ftatute-books ihew us, that ieveral 
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Ml made with lefped to clothes, which ire not 
He nnreafonable Mr their beiag obiblete. The 
and tables of privals peribns not being re^u- 
Y public authority, every one lives accoraing 
nrtune and ambition; and^perhaps a regulation 
abufes would not* be thought coniiftent with the 
of a £ree-people« The Romans made laws te 
e eating, grown to an extravagant expence by 
atic luxury, introduced by their ealiem con- 
But thofe laws were not effe^ual, and if rea- 
n not dired people not to wade their health 
sites on' fuperfluities, edidls and ftatutes will 

force, and iicknefs and poverty will only re* 
hem. How runious this pomp has been to fa- 
is too notorious to need explanation. The ruin 
ilies draws after it corruption of manners, and 
follows the ruin of ftates. 

1 vanity excites in perfons of mean birth an in* 
]e defire of gain, which proftitutes them to a4 
es that may get them wealth to fupport it. It 
eople of quality fo deeply into debt, that they 
ly dip their eUates beyond recovery, but do a 
id mean diings which an honeil poor man would 
imed of, to maintain their expence. How often 
; gilt coach been ieized by the mercer, and all the 
miturc been the prey of executions ? How ican- 

is it to fee a gentleman's gate crouded with 
n, while the lord himfelf fneaks out at the back- 
mocks their impatience, and laughs at their ere- 
! Modes and fafhions are the main caufes of thiA 
: drefs and furniture mull be changed accord* 
the whim of the upholilerer, and tailor, cr thofe 
ic men and women who preiide over them, 
inconilancy creates a vafl lofs in what you are 
t with, and as great an expence in what you are 
chafe. The feller will have cunning enoueh lo 
you pay for your love of novelty, and the 
cheat you as much for your defire of change. 

Th« 
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I'he mind is tkns o»ftantl^ taken np with tkis < 
variety; gravity and fimplicity of manners ai^ 
ploded, and levity and folly take place of them. 
Ladies and gentlemen fhould learn, that titA 
nour is acquired by nothing but ^ood conda£l, 
that good fenfe is preferable to either gold or 
monds. The young fhould often be put in mi 
things ufeful and folid, but not fo often as to tire 
with your lectures. Endeavour, you that are 
teachers, to divert the thoughts of the ladies, 
cially from a vain affeftation of the beauty oj 
body, by drawing them to a conlideration of th 
the mind ; not that outward beauty is to be negh 
and it would be too fevere a lefTon to teach it to 
as nature has been liberal to. Whoever fhall 
to aft the philofopher on this head, will fooner 
himfelf ridiculous than his pupil wife. Beauty hs 
feniible effects in thofe that poflefs it, and in 
that behold it, for them to be convinced -by all 
grave arguments, that it is not wonh taking ca: 
If you advife them not to fet their hearts too 
upon it, you muft at the fame time let them 
you are fenfible that the heart will be touched b 
and that, as it is one of the ereateil of temporal 
iings, fo they fhould be thankful for it to heaven; 
regard it as the gift of God ; to preach againll it v 
be to as little purpofe as to preach againll h< 
riches, and peace. All thefe blefiings may be ab 
as well as that of beauty ; but it will not hinde 
world from deliring them, and from envying 
that enjoy them. The chief thing you have to dc 
give young perfons true notions of nature, and 
them how religion improves and betters it; he 
turns every thing to its true end ; what great wi 
it is to make temporal bleifings inftrumental to eu 
and the excellencies of the body fubfervient to 
of the foul ; that religion and virtue are the gr 
beauties in Chriilians, and Chriitianity the h: 

exalt 
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exaltation of nature, and of right reafoa. To rail 
at beauty would be as impertinent as to rail at light : 
give it, on the contrary, its due jpraife ; confefs it has 
a natural fplendot, lovely in itfelf, and charming to 
the beholder ; but tell tho(e amiable creatures, that if 
a lovely foul animates a lovely body, the charms of 
beauty receives new graces. Piety ^ives a check to 
luft, and turns defire into admiration. Virtue and 
beauty joined together have great advantages above 
virtue alone appearing in a homely drefs; but if 
virtue gives not much luftre, it has fewer tempU- 
tions and is a lading blefling. Beauty wears and de- 
cays, virtue fhines on with one continued brightnefs ; 
beauty occa/ions daily torments and difquiets, vir- 
tue is always full of peace and joy ; beauty however 
will always find advocates, and plead for itfelf fo 
ftrongly, that let us declare as warmly as we will on 
the fide of virtue, we muft not abandon that of beauty, 
but inculcate the mifchiefs that attend the priding one's 
felf in it, and fetting one's mind too much upon it. 
Beauty has as well power over the judgment as over 
the eyes, and it is more eligible to make it a friend to 
virtue than an enemy. 

It is fa id of the judges at Athens, who were fo cele- 
brated over all the world for their jufticc, that by a 
woman they loft the name of uncorrupt, becaufe, though 
(he was &ulty, yet after they had fcen her they could 
not judge her guilty. Ahodier lady, as famed for her 
eloquence as her antagonift was for her beauty, had 
by her pleading won the caufe, until the lovely crea- 
ture came into court, and by her prefence only, turned 
the fcale of juflice. Nothing more cheats and impofes 
on the judgment than beauty, and the Athenian lady 
is not the only one that has gained her caufe by (hew- 
ing herfelf. Yet after all, the vidtory is imaginary, 
not real: the more vidorious beauty is, the more is 
it expofed to be conquered. That which many love, 
is not eafily guarded; the heart may rdiil the at- 

VoL. I. D tacki) 
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f acks of feveral open invaders, but while it is defend^ 
ing itfelf againfl them, a fecret one will ileal in and 
furprife it. What fecurity is there in the pofleffion of 
a thing that every one covets ? The more that beauti- 
fiil women conquer, the more danger they are in: 
new beiiegers will come to the aflault, and how can 
that fort always defend itfelf from without, which 
has a traitor ready to betray it from within? Flat* 
tery, like the voice of the Siren, draws them on to 
ihcir ruin; the heart greedily fucks in the poiion^ 
and iK^en they are infinitely pleafed themfelves, they- 
think it is a fort of ingratude not to be pleaiing» 
Nothing, therefore, is more dan^rous and deceitful 
than celebrated beauty. It deceives the perfon that 
pofleiTes it more than thofe that are dazzled with it: 
It diAurbs, weakens, and intoxicates the foul. There 
are fome ladies fo fond of their own faces, that they 
have not fo flrong rivals in the other fex as they are 
to themfelves. But age will not fail to punifh them 
-for this idolatry, and the wrinkles in their faces ihall 
in their turns make them look as hideous as ever their 
charms made them lovely in their own eyes. What is it 
that young ladies propofc to themfelves by the mighty 
pains they are at to appear beautiful? Is it to gain 
lovers or hufbands? Dare they anfwer for the former? 
No ; they will hardly own they have any meaning at 
all in it, and do not think of men, when their whole 
foul is employed in contriving to charm them. Let us 
fuppofe for them that they have a lawful end in view, 
to marry to their advantage: how can they hope to 
have good hufoands if they have not wife ones ? And 
beauty without merit and virtue, is a bait for fools. 
To marry happily, a woman mufl marry prudently, and 
if ihe makes choice of a fop, ihe will not be the hap- 
pier, as Ihe is not the wifer, for her beauty. Let her 
think that the ihining luftre, even of youth, wean 
off, when feen too often, and at too near a dUbmce : 
that pofleffion fees with other eyes than defire, and that 

beauty 
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beauty will not make an ill-natured fellow a fi^ood huf- 
band, nor a filly woman a good wife ; wifdom will 
be too hard for the fi*owardnefs of a pevifh temper, 
which is foftened by management more than beauty : 
a man cannot fee it when he is out of humour ; then 
art and complacency will open his eyes, and rellore 
it to its former empire. What a curfe is it to la- 
dies to have this pride of beauty lad when they are 
old ? How ridiculous is it in them to confound age and 
youth, to fill up and hide the breaches of time with 
patches and paint; to place the gay decorations of 
twenty on a withered carcafe of threefcore ? yet how 
many examples of this kind do we daily meet with in 
the worid ^ Women that think their beauty is the lafl 
thing that fades, and that their fpring holds all the 
year? Thcfe rcfledtions on beauty have interrupted 
thofe on drefs ; they cannot howevier be termed a di« 
greffion, for why elfe do women drds out as they do, 
unlefs it is to be handfome ? 

Affedtation in drefs always mifles the end it aims at, 
and raifes contempt inilead of admiration. Neeligcnco 
is on the other hand an error that ought to w cor- 
rected ; neatnefs, proportion, and decentv of drefs, 
are always commendable. Virtue itfelf is di(kgreeable 
in a iloven; and that ladv who takes no care of 
herfelf will find no body will care for her. The fault 
is the excefs : mind your perfons , but mind your un- 
derilandings too, and do not be fools to be beaus and 
belles. Look on the fimplicity of the ancients in their 
llatues; obferve efpccialljr the figures of the Greek 
and Roman ladies, you will find tne hair tied negli- 
gently behind, the draperies full, and carclefly hang* 
mg, which give grace and majqfty to the body. I 
doubt not, women that are not well inflrudted in thef«? 
things, would by tlie flatues have a forry opinion of 
the antique drefles; but when they are well taught 
what elegance, what proportion, and what conveni- 
ence diere are in them, they will be apt p think that 
D 2 the 



52 DRESS. 

the ladies of Athens and Rome were as much politer 
than the moderns in their drefs as the men in their 
learning. A. very learned prelate of this age has en- 
deavoured to reilore antique habits ; but all that endea- 
vour to govern the nation of fops, will find they have 
to do with a moil unrul/ people, whofe heads being 
never fettled, how can we exped their habits fhould be ? 
Were women's fouls, fays the biihop, ever fo little elevated 
abpve the prejudices of falhions, they would prefently have 
a great contempt for their aifeded curlings and frizlin^, 
which are fo remote from the natural hair, and for dreues 
of too fafhionable and exad figure. I am fatisfied, it is 
not at all to be expelled they ihould take up an antique oot- 
fide, it would be an extravagan t thing to defire i t : bat yet 
they might without any Angularity, take the reliih of the 
ancient fimplicity inhabits, which is fo noble, fb gracious, 
fo comely ; and beiides, fo proper for Chriitian manners. 
Thus conforming themfelves to the prefent cufloms, they 
would underftand at leaft what they ought to think of the 
old o;^e : they would hereby learn to obey the mode as a tron- 
blefome flavery ; and then would only allow it what th^ 
could not refufe it. Let ladies, above all things, confolt 
decency and eafe ; never to expofe nor torture nature. 
Falhion is always aiming at perfe£lion, but never finds 
it, or never flops where it fhould : it is always mend- 
ing, but never improving : a true labour in vain j and 
confequently thofe that follow it, are guilty of the higheft 
folly and madnefs. To change for the fake of chang- 
ing, is to fubmit to the government of caprice ; and duit 
man or woman that is given up to it, will furely be as 
whimfical in the other parts of their condudl. Is it Ef- 
ficient for a reafbnable mind, to like a thing purely be- 
caufe it is new, or to diilike it becaufe it is not ? mnft a 
foolifh fafhion pleafe me, for that it is a novelty, and a 
good one difpleafe, becaufe I have tried it and found it 
K)? If fops reckon wife men out of their wits when 
they are out of the fafhion, wife men have certainly 
much more ground to think them mad when they are 
in it. Thcfc 
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Thefe confideradons would aiife from right reafon, 
if we had not the divine light of fcripture to be our 
guide. As men only, we ihould a-void foppery and 
extravagance; as Quriftians, we ihould ftucfy modefty 
and convenience. There are two paflages in the new 
teftamenty which iet the beft rule, particularly to wo- 
men with refpe^i to their habits, *' Let not your adorn- 
** ingy (ays the apoftle, be that outward adorning of plait- 
" ing the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 
*' of apparel, but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
** that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
** meek and quiet ipirit, which is in the fight of God of 
** great price." And again, ** In like manner alfo, that 
" women adorn themfelves in modeft apparel, with (hame- 
«* facednefs and fobricty ; not with hroidercd hair, orgold or 
*' pearb, or coiUy array, (butwhichbecomethvromenpro- 
** Kfling godlinefs) with good works." Thoicwhoconltrue 
every tmng in the facred writings to the letter, will run in- 
to innumerable errors. Many thoufand herefies have 
ipmng up from this pretended fcrupu' ^us exa^nefs. If 
allowances are not to be made for figui. 've cxprefiions, 
we ihould meet with infuperable difficulties. The 
ancient and eailem way of thinking and writing, 
cannot in all things be accommodated to tlie weilern 
and modem. Our duty then is to keep as clofe to the 
fenie as we can, and not always to be confined to the 
letter. The Quakers interpret thefe paffages of fcrip- 
ture, as a prombition to women to wear gold, either 
in ear-rings, or about their clotlics; either in lace, 
or interwoven, or embroidered, and all plaidng of 
hair : it is true, they have lately enlarged their boraers, 
and taken or reje^led what part of the prohibition fuitcd 
their fancies beft. Coflly apparel is as much forbidden 
as lace ; yet what people are at greater coil in thdr 
iilks and linnen ? But habits of price, and all peai'ls 
and jewels, necklaces or bracelets, and dotlies of 
expence, are not to be underilood in the (bid and li- 
teral fenfe; the nature of the tihing requires it 
D 3 not. 
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not any more than the way and manner of tx- 
prcffion. 

No body can difccrn any greater danger and ma- 
lignity in gold or rich habits, than in kny other me- 
tal, other ftones, or coarfer garments. Whether it be 
the wifdom, or folly, or the fancy of people, that 
has fet a greater value upon thefe things than, on others, 
is no matter, there is certainly no greater evil in one 
than another; they are all in their own natures 
alike innocent ; and though they prove fbmetimes the oc- 
cadons of great mifchieft, yet diey are never properiy 
the caufes of them, but the paffions and defirea of 
people towards them ; who, to compafs them, will 
take courfes ^hich muft confequently produce mif- 
chievous effefls. I'hey are in this cafe, not unlike 
to good countries, that border on the kingdoms of two 
mighty princes ; who, finding their convenience, fall 
to V/ZI9 about them, though the countries gave no pro- 
vocation or encouragement to either. If the wei^t, 
luitre, or rarity give thefe things any extraordinary 
excellence ^bove others, the delight and pleafure 
people take therein is but reafonable ; and whatever 
evils follow thence, are by no means chargeable upon 
thofe inanimate things, but on the men that caafe 
them. Thefe things naturally are no worfe than light 
and luilre in the fun, fhape and comelinefs in a tree, 
or beauty, fragrance, and variety of form and colour 
in the flowers and herbs. They are all of them 
God*s creatures, and confequently good. The Creator 
has made nothing in vain 5 and of what other ufe are 
thefe glorious parts of his creation than that to which 
man puts them? When by great induftry and toil 
he has dug the ore out of the mine, and the diamond 
out of the rock ; when he has refined, with a great 
toil, the one, and polifhed the other; ihall he not 
have the pleafure of ufmg tliem ? Were thefe riches 
intended to be hid for ever in the bowels of the 
earth? Has he erred in tearing them Aip to take 
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out of them? Or were they concealed there by 
ience to give a price to them, by the difficulty 
ibour of their difcovery? Can they be better 
yed, if they muft be employed at all, than in or- 
its to the moft beautifulpartof mankind,ibr whom 
dd, and all that is in it, was created ? 
poiing pearls, diamonds, and other fuch trea- 
acquire their value and efteem from the opinion 

world, and peoples fancies, and that thi«*bc ill 
icdy and run out into a blameable excefs, yet it 
reafonable to think that they are all of them ab- 
y prohibited, becaufe men entertain falfe notions* 
d are deceived in them. Men have as muchitnie 

to value thefe as any other material things what- 

If we can judge of beauty or of ufifulnefs, 

is there more uiefiil and beautiful? Whether 

vorth lies in opinion or judgment; yet as the 

was formerly, is now, and alWay? will be or- 

it is abfolutely neceflary, that fome things ihould 
rountcd of greater value and excellence than 
; there could be othenvife no living iri^the world ; 
.de or commerce could be carried oh without 
hange and bargain. And if the wifdom of all 
'orlcl, in all ages, has centered in this, that 
nd fuch things ihould be accounted beft and 

higheft, it is great prefumption that they are 
the moil excellent and valuable things. It is 
tght demonflration that it is neceflarv to ac- 
them fo, and that fuch opinion is well enough 
fed; becauie it is of abiblute neceffity, that 
ing ihould be reckoned beil, and better than 
r : and nothing has at any time prevailed above 
lings in civilized countries. If then any thing is 
than another, what mail it be that gives it a 
Its beauty, its brightnefs, its foli£ty. Are 
tiore valuable qualities in other things, or arc 
ids and gold defervedly reckoned the riches of 
'orld? Arc not riches bleffings, the reward of 
D 4 • indailry. 
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indufhy, and the inibruments of charity, the moft 
amiable of all Chiiftian virtues ? 

It may be objefted, that the Indians parted with their 
gold and pearls, for glafs and trifles to their firfl difco- 
verers: but it does not thence follow, that what the 
common efleem of mankind makes valuable is not 
truly To ; for though glafs and gold are of equal value 
to a man that neither ufes, nor knows how to make ufe 
of either ; yet to one that does both, they are very un- 
equal: and when the Indians knew how much their 
tniders valued gold, what a deal of glafs, and other 
gaudy things were to be bought by a Httle of it, they 
grew wifer, and learned its excellence. Neverthelew 
it mufl be owned, that if all the world fhould fet a 
Hanfp of value upon glafs, or any thing elfe, it would 
bring the now cheap ornaments of it, ufed by mean 
people, under the fame prohibition as gold and dia- 
monds are>faid to be, by the two texts before cited; 
and nobody will pretend that to wear them now is un- 
lawful ; and therefore to wear ornaments of diamonds, 
or gold, cannot be fo of themfelves, but muil be 
made fo by the pride and extravagance of thofe that 
wear them. 

If we confider the way and manner of expreflion in 
thofe two texts, though it is very pofitive, yet the mean- 
ing of the words is not abfoliitely to prohibit people the 
ufingofgold, pear Is,, and precious rfones in their appa- 
rel. To nnd out what is redly meant by it, we muft exa- 
mine fome other paffage of fcripture, where the nega- 
tive U as ftrong, and yet the prohibition cannot in the 
leaft be thought to be general. We are forbidden * * to lay up 
•* treafures upon eari, where moth and ruft doth corrupt, 
** and where thieves break through and Heal, but to lay up 
** for ourfelves treafures in heaven," Though the expreffion 
here be very pofitive, yet the meaning of tJiefe words is 
not abfolutely to prohibit people to treafure up wealth,; 
for the neceflities and duties of life make it unavoid- 
able. There can be no provifion made for families and 
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works will do ; as alfo fuch decent, grave, external habit, 
as would anfwer and become thofe good works ; give no 
fcandal and offence, and minifter no temptations to 
another. Such a defign is no way ob(h-u£ted by a mo- 
derated and well regulated ufe of all or any of thefe or- 
naments; and therefore, there is neither need nor rea- 
fon to conclude, that all or any of thefe particnlars here 
mentioned are univerfally forbidden to women, either 
from the nature of the things themfelves, or ^om the 
way and manner of expremon, or from the eiid pro- 
posed by the apoflle. 

But notwithflanding it m^ be reaibnable to think, 
this prohibition is not to be underftood literally and fbifl- 
ly, yet fbmethingis undoubtedly forbidden oy it; as all 
fuch gaiety and coftlinefs of attire, as provoke pride, 
and fofler vanity. Every thing iinful, and tending to 
God's diihonour, is here prohibited ; and if either new- 
nefs, rarity, or richnefs of drefs, occaiion vanity and 
pride, they are certainly here condemned. It is tne, it 
leems difficult to be conceived, what Jdnd of pride it is 
that can be raifed in people's minds on thefe accounts; 
how they can think more highly of themfelves dian 
others, and than they ought to do, becaufe they have 
other clothes ; and are what they call better dreft than 
they are. Be it what it will, it is evident that the effe^ 
and not th^ caufe, is here forbidden, fince the cauie is 
every thing by which the fancy is blown up ; and it is 
not only gola, pearls, and cofUy apparel, that blow it 
up, but any thing that people put a value and efteem upon, 
and think it rai^s them above their neighbours r FcHritis 
not the riches of a thing that is always the pxixuid of its 
, efteem ; if it is of leis price and more-modifh it is more 
deiired, and more valued by the wearer; and if loofe 
and flowing hair were fafhionable, it would occafion 
more pride and vanity than the plaiting or broidcrine 
it. Who does not know that the things that coftmoft 
do not always pleafe beft ? they muft b^ in the hdtmn 
alfo ; and if they do not plesule, and arc not fii(^n« 
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able, they are not fo apt to create that fecpet, vain com- 
placence in the mind, which arifes from the conceits that 
what they wear becomes them, and fets them in rank 
above their neighbours : wherefore it is plain, that this 
kind of pride, whatever it is, is not grounded upon coll- 
linefs or worth, but upon comelinels and fafhion ; for 
that people would be proud of toys and tinfet, ftraws 
and rufhes, if the court and city brought them into 
a mode: and one cannot doubt, but that vain fellows 
were as proud in their Doyley flufB, when they were 
in the mode, as in their embroidered coats ;. and that 
women may have as much pride in calicoes as is bro- 
cades. Since it it haughtinefs and conceit of mind 
which the fcripture intends to forbid; therefore dia» 
monds, gold, rkh clothes, or plaited hair, are not 
particularly intended, any farther than they prove the 
occafion of that conceit and haughtinefs; becani^ 
other mean things, if in faihion and ufe, occafion 
them as commonly and as certainly as the mod coftly 
diings. Is not a lady as proud of her i&aw hat and 
country habit as of her park and play-drels, for that it 
makes her pleafe as well, ihe thinks^ and to pleafe is 
the end of ail drefs, in the light vein I 

What has been faid for the matter of attiire, is allb 
laid as true, for the manner of it. No one particular 
mode either is or can poifibly be forbidden, as that which 
Becefiarily occaiions this vanity and levity, becaufe it 
is not this or that particular faihion that only occaiions . 
levity or vanity: for another drefs does the^ fame 
thing when it is become the mode ; and it is fooliih.to ima« 
gine fuch a mode is the proadeil that ever was, itnccpeo- 
pW are alike proud in all; and few or none were ever 
pioad of their dreis if they thought it out of ^ihion, * 
or did not wear it in fpite and oppoiition to the faihi- 
• on. No body can imagine a great lady woiild never 
^irqw aiide her forehead- cloth ; and anodier, as great a 
one, her high-crowned hat, out of a fpirit of humility : 
fiich arc a» proud in f;ngularity as others in the faihions. 

Whatever, 
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Whatever pride arifes from, drels is owing chiefly to the 
opinion people have, that what they wear is modiih and 
becoming; wherefore all faihions are very near alike 
hazardous, one as the other, and as apt to raife the con- 
ceit of weak and trifling minds. If faihion be the 
moft obvious and apparent eround of vanity, and die 
foundation of this fooliih pride, it mail certainly be rea- 
ibnable, if not abfolutely neceifary, to avoid conformity 
and compliance with it. This would be a natural con- 
i4»quence of the eifeds of mode, if thofe efFeAs were true, 
which they are not, flnce the avoiding the faihion would 
iignify nothing at all. For what is on this account abfo- 
lutely neceflary to fbme, is as neceflary to all. If one 
mud not be proud and vain, neither mufl another be 
fb; if one muil avoid the common and ordinary occa- 
fion of pride, fb mufl another, fo muil all. Now it is 
impoflible for all to avoid the faihion, for if all avoid- 
ed it, how could any thing be the fafliicn? And th^t 
which all or moil agree in, and ccnfent to, will be ne- 
cefiarily the faihion : fo all peoples avoiding the fa- 
ihion would be only fettine up another faihion, if they 
all fell into one and the fame ; or leaving every one to 
their own fancies and whimiles, it would occaAon as 
much, and perhaps more pride, than all their agreeing 
in one. There would be emulation and outviving one 
another ; envy would be added to pride, and neither 
levity or richnefs of dreis be a whit the more abated 
for it Upon the whole, the general confent of moft 
wearers makes a drefs modiih, and when that has once 
prevailed, it unavoidably becomes the flandard and 
meafure of decency. If we think a faihion auk- 
ward and unbecoming, it is becaufe we have not long 
enough been ufed to it, or do not find it generally ap- 
proved, or becaufe it has been long laid aiide ; but to 
think it finful to follow a faihion, becaufe new, and 
to conform in thefe cafes to cuilom, is to fet up our 
own imaginations againU the whole world's, not 
only of our time, but of all fonnor times, whofe 
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modes and garbs have all along been very *diiFerent : 
and though fome appear more antic and extravagant 
than others, yet that proceeds rather from a fondnefs 
of our own conceits and cuiloms, and a liking to what 
wc have been ufcd to in our own nation and times, 
than from any true grounds in nature or in rcafon. 
To conclude, that one faihion is more proud and finfiil 
than another, argues weaknefs of judgment, or want 
of confideration : not that fome fort of fafhions do 
not minifter more to wantonnefs and immodefly than 
others, and take up much more time, and hinder peo- 
ple from doing the ^k)d they would otherwifc do ; hut 
that one fafhion is prouder than another, is not at all 
evident, though it is commonly thought fo. 

When things are generally decryed without any rea- 
fon, or good foundation, good and honed people are 
fcandalized at they know not what, and fcruplbs are 
begotten in fome weak minds which they cannot eafily 
get rid of. Such as have been miftaken^to a compli- 
ance with a literal fenfe of thefe injundHons, are apt 
uncharitably to cenfure fuch as have not taken thefe 
injun^ions to be general and unlimited, and have 
innocently followed the fafhions. This cenforioufncfs 
is a much greater fault than what they condemn, and 
perhaps has more pride in it than they imagine others 
take m their drefs. The fuperiority they fecretly 
aflume over them^ by their pretended innocence, is 
more exalted than any thing that can ariie from 
conceit of habit. And let thefe over-fcrupulous 
men and women think what they pleafe, until they 
can difcov^r the unreaibnablenefs and anlawRilnefs 
of complyine with the cuftoms of the times, which 
are not in themfelvcs finful ; or until they can difcover 
a better ftandard of decency than the general con- 
ient of people, there is no reaibn to judge otherwife 
than that the common garb is innocent and fafe. It 
mav indeed become me occaiion of peoples pride 
ana vanity, and A in any thing clfe i wAerefece when 
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%ve Dnd ourfelves exalted by fuch trifieSy and humbled 
by forbearing them, it is our duty to quit and chance 
them immediately; for the beft endowments of body 
and mind cannot excufe conceit of ourielves, or con*^ 
tempt of others, and much lefs any gay attire, that 
is truly none of ours, but borrowed from the earth and 
fea, and birds and beafb, and little ugly inieds, and 
only ferve to conceal our imperfedions and deformities. 

Virtue and good qualities muil needs run very low, 
when people {eek for honour and efteem from fuch 
4xx>r vanities as thefe, and icorn and injure too, per- 
haps, their neighbours for the wa^.t of them; of which 
if they had but a little more, they would envy and 
hate them : not that every adi of complacence in 
apparel, or every thought, that fuch and fuch a thing 
becomes them better than another, is finful, but the 
excels of fuch complacence, and the fetting a greater 
eileem upon themfelves, and a lefs on others, than 
is due upon diele iilly accounts ; which elate the hearts 
of fooliih creatures with idle fancies of dignity and 
honour, and withdraw them from more grave and 
ferious objeds, on which they. might and fhould be 
better employed. The applaufe that arifes from nicc- 
nefs or ricluiefs of drefs, is apt to puff up fuch airy 
Spirits, though at the bottom it is falfe, and fo generally 
accompanied with envy, that it is far from being an 
advantage to the perfons to whom it is given. If you 
are complimented on the gaiety or coft of your clothes,, 
when prefent, you are fure to be rallyed when abient- 
fear your affedlation in the choice of them, or yoor 
aukwardnefs in wearing them. 

Ladies are loth to allow any excellency in each other 
that they have not themfelves in as great, perfe^ion,. 
and there is a way of fetting off native b«%uty with 
eaie and innocence, which will chann, without the 
danger of running outward ornaments' into folly and 
extravagance. It is a hard matter to drefs age and 
<kfomuty into beauty; whereas any thing with. de- 
cency 
I 
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r will look well on thofe whom nature has given 

looks to; and this confideration ihould have 
lit with the ftx, if the other more ferious one cannot 
: them; which would be very much to be lamen-' 
iince the beauty and grace they aim at in their 
ss, if they attain it, is no fuch mighty prize ; a 
y creature of the imagination, born and nouriihcd 
rcoontably, and loft by humour, and a thou(and 
knts. 

his we may reft aflured of, that all fuch attire as 
:s to loofenefs and immodefty is forbidden by the 
)ture : and tliis not only if it be defigned to fcrvc 
I wicked purpofes, but alfo if it has a natural, an 
, or an ufual tendency to it: the defign itfelf 
bominable ; the heating of the fancy, the inftam- 
the heart, the kindling impure defires that will at 
confume both body and ibul, is what one fhould 
think of but With terror and abhorrence. To 
s with this defign, is, to be fure, not only blame- 
: but damnable, without repentance : It is the worft 
^ can do, and all they can do; for nothing is want- 
on their fide to complete the fin. A(k yourfelves 
1, you of the weaker fex, when yon are putting on 
r odious and unnatural paints. Why do I redden 
cheek, and whiten this forehead ? Why hide that 
ikle, and expofe that charm ? What is it for but 
leat and inflame, and to raife thofe paiions which 

are afraid the ruins of time or accident would 
otherwife raife? Be not anxious that the beauties 
nature will not render you agreeable enough ; it 

would not be more agreeable than confifls with 
^ion and virtue, think on what has been faid be- 

with the utmoft truth, that to drefs with defien 
deafe unlawfully, is to drefs to damnation. As die 
gn'j taking effect, does not at all depend upon you » 
W will its miffing its tfk^ excufe you, or dimi* 
L any thing of your guilt or paniiKment. 
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Thoie whofe only intent in dreffing is to appear 
gracious and ami^le in the £ght of people, and to 
gain affedion and good-will, may coniider this gene- 
ral rule, that the intending any thing; is more or lefs 
innocent in itfelf, and would be, fhould the intention 
take efFeft. If to appear gracious and amiable be, 
in itfelf, good, bad, or indifferent, the intending to 
appear fo, whether it take effeft or no, will be good, 
bad, or indifferent accordingly; wherefore to know 
how far you may drefs with this defign, you muft de- 
mand of yourfelf, what you defire that grace and 
comelinefs for, and what ufc you defire to make of 
people's admiring you ; according as that is better or 
woHe, fo will your dreffing and adorning yourfelf be 
more or lefs innocent. 
' Some of the ancient Chriftians, as TertuUian and 
others, feem to allow wives a greater liberty in dreffing 
than virgins, but they fay it Siould be only where it i» 
fairly probable, at leaf!, that the affedions of the huf* 
bands cannot otherwife be eafily retained : but they at 
the fame time reproach the folly and lightnefs of 
thofe men, who confidered fuch appearances more 
than the true and only ornaments, the virtuous and 
gocd (jualities of women ; and they reflrain the wives 
appeanng handfbmer than ordinary to the hufbands 
only, which may indeed be done in the defign, but 
not as to the e^edls, which will alfo have influence 
upon other people. Neverthelcfs, thouc;h there may be 
fomething of reafon in fatisfying fome defires, yet there 
will be a great deal of imprudence and infecurity in it. 
Some hufbands may be light, wanton and fantaftiod 
themfelvts, and their fancies prove but weak and fim- 
^le guides ; they'' may in vain drefs for them, but drefir 
br others to purpofe : wherefore though they fhould be 
permitted to take a greater liberty with refped to their' 
hufbands and the pleafing them ; yet becaufe they live 
and converfe with other people, they are prohibited^ 
as well as other women, fuch drefs as, notwithiland- 
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and naturally, according to the wicked inclinations and 
propenflties of people, taken and laid hold on, it is to 
be looked upon as given. It is true indeed he is in fault, * 
and fhall be punifhed, that takes the bad occa£on not 
defigned to be given ; but it is alfo true, that (he is to be 
blamed, and fhall be punifhed, that ofiered fo proper 
and fo eafy a temptation. 

Thefe reflections are fufficient to alarm both iaw, 
and make them cautious cf giving or taking temptati- 
ons by drefs, fo common now-a-days, that there is no 
immodefly which fafhion does not feem to juflify; and 
the extravagance is fo great, not fo much acd to the ex- 
pence as to the mode, that in a little while the Bdr.fex 
will have loft their diflinguifhing quality, fhame, and 
that which of all charms is moft winning, modefly. 
They have been fo ufed to drefs at pleafure, that they 
will hardly be brought to believe but they are left at 
in tire liberty in it, and may wear what clothes they 
pleafc, or even none at all, if it was the fafhion. 

Thofe of them wlio would neither abandon modeftyt 
nor be confined by fcruplc, may coniider, that if the garb 
be fuch as cannot eafily and naturally tempt, then let die 
event be what it will, the party gave it not, and fb it is 
innocent. In a word, to deiign a thing that is evil, is fin, 
though you do not efFeCk it, becaufe you have done all jrou 
could ; to drefs with a deflgn to catch unwary andwick-^ 
cd hearts, is therefore a fin, whatever the efie^ be. To 
cfFedl an evil end may be a fm, though you do not defign 
it, becaufe you take the proper and ufualcourfes tocfira 
it, and becaufe the effedl depends not on defigns and pur- 
pcfes, but upon natural and proper means, and becadt 
you knew, or ought to know, that tliat was very likely 
to be tlie efleft and confequence of fuch your adbons. 

The truth is, it is too obvious, that women of all condi- 
tions do not fland now to confider whether their manner of 
drefs be lawful, but whether it is modifh and taking; 
they are fo far from not deiigning to pleafc in their drefs, 
- that they have no notion of drefling to any other pur- 
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It is to be hoped that this rule has a great many 
mSf and that there are many good woineo who 
)e glad to be infbnned how far they may comply 
xi^, and not injure their virtne. It is not eafy 
rmine what kind of drefs does naturally, eaiily, 
lally produce bad effeds, for modefly and ihame 

many cafes depend upon ufages and cuHoms of 
and the conient of fuch a peopk ; and that^-hich 
nted modeily in feme countries, is lightly regard- 
lother. The opinions of the fame nation alter 

and circumflances, and a too haily and unkind 
may pais on thofe occaiions, unlefs things are 
y confidered. However men and women are not 
fuch uncertainties, but they may, if they will, 
-etty tolerably where the danger lies, and whence 
iptation Tifcs; according to their knowledge, 
beft of their guefs, they are obliged to remove the 
! of fuch temptation, or elfe they will offend 

the rules of fcripture, which forbid Chriftian 
fuch dreiTes as ferve to immodeily and loo(e^ 
s alio all fuch attire as takes up too much of their 
^hich is given to better purpofes, as has been al- 
Dferved on the head of employment. What ac- 
in thofe ladies give of it, that wafte whole mom- 
the decorations of their head only, and leave 
of their drefs to con fume their afternoons ? that 
-s at their glafs inadjuitingthemfelves, andprac- 
• the languifhing looks they are to carry abroad 
;m ? that will not itir from it as long as there is 
ut of its place, and think a day well foent if they 
?n well dreil in it ? muft not fuch kt a higher 

the grace of their body, than on the beauty of 
1 } and can they be faid to be all that while work- 

iheir falvation ? If they would refledl a little on 
rat bufinefs fo neceflary to their eternal felicity, 
ch they have to do that is more coniiderable than 
y are about, and that too little expended in adom- 
(l-tting out themfelves in much more tolerable and 

fafe 
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fafe than too muchy they would want no great advke it 
thde csScs, nor mach ofiend by fuch a negligence. 
They niuft needs determine for themfehres in aU tbefe 
matters, and they may do it fafely, on the better fide, tkc 
rule being (hort and eafy. It is unlawful to beflow dot 
time in dreiGng one'sfelf which is due to God and reli- 
gion , which fhould be fpent in his worihip and fervioe^ 
and which is given on purpofe to us to fecuie our evo- 
lafline intereft v^'itb him; or that time we owe to ov 
neighbours, our relations, or curfelves, in the fevoal 
ilates of life, and in the difierent reipeAs we have to 
them all. Though a woman may be confbmt in her prayen 
and reading, or what other fpi ritual exerdfes fhe may be 
npon, yet it is not enough if (he employs thofe honn on 
adorning herfelf, that are due to the difchaxge of the 
office of a good wife, or parent, or the miftrefs of a fr- 
mily : for diefe are all of them duties, and mufl be pandv 
whereas the other might be better fpared. It is not only 
an imprudent but a criminal negledt in any woman, lo 
dedicate thofe hours to drefs, which ought to be fnt 
in looking after the concerns of her hafband and fr- 
mily, her children and her fervants ; the end and bo- 
finefs of her relation as a wife. Great ladies wHH 
not have patience to read fo uncourtly a ledhire. Wlnt! 
take them finom their toilets to turn them into the Idtcbn 
or laundry ? Have not they fer\ant8 enough to look after 
the afEurs of the family ? And what have they to do in 
the nurfery, but to play away a minute or two, ^n^iidi 
hangs on their hancfs, with their children ? After ddfl 
rate, they muft be always in a difhabDle, fo ill-becoming 
every one that is not better dreft by nature. They cm- 
not imagine the time ill-fpent, that is innocently em- 
ployed over a dreiling-box; but when they fee death at 
a nearer dillance, ana remember what little preparations 
they n?ade for it, tliey will with horror look back on a 
life of pride, vanity and idlenefs, which generally are 
companions ; and wiih in vain, that they had made uft 
of it in drefGng oat their fouls for eternity. 

As 
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As to coftly array, mentioned by the apoftle, we may 
afonabiy prefume he forbids fuch drefs, as by its ex- 
nee prevents fome people from doing that good which 
cy might otherwife have done, by charity in its feyeral 
ftuices: not that all money expended on things plea- 
Qt and delightful is ill fpent, or ought to have been be- 
iwed on charitable uies : an opinion that has neither 
ith nor reafon in it ; for many things that are neither 
irdutely neceffary, nor yet fo ilridly convenient, but 
at one may be well without them, are neverthelefs very 
wful, and indifferent to be ufed or let alone as we fee 
:. Otherwife it wQjiId be unlawful to do almoft any 
ling in the worlc bat alms: no one mufl purchale 
ly thing, but what was of abfolute neceHity, becaufe 
ic fupcrflui^r might be better employed ; and even of 
lings of abfolute neceflity, no one muft take the better 
hen the worfe would fei-ve, becaufe the furplufage of 
rice might ferve to charitable ufes ; whereby the mind 
'ould be perpetually perplexed. Sometimes the inno- 
snt and lawnil pleafures of this life are in a manner 
eceilary to the fweetening of men's cares ; but as in this, 
> it is in- drefs, the excefs of it is only blameable, and 
iie extremity to be avoided. That expcnce in it which 
iiables people from laying out anything on good ufes, 
i to be condemned ; when a woman carries the fortune 
f a family about her, and almoil labours under the 
rdght and preffure of her ornaments; when (he is 
eafly in pain hei/elf, for the fantaitic pleafure of thinki- 
ng (he is pleaimg to another: this muii needs be faulty, 
)ecaufe it is choofing to do that, which is at leail neither 
lecefTary, nor convenient, nor commanded, before that 
vhich is both excellent and neceffary, as are adts of 
Jiarity and idndnefs, in their feveral relations, and 
Lccording to their feveral qualities and abilities. Sinc^ 
rharity and doing good is the very end of God's be- 
towing riches upon' people, and the pretence and ground 
>f their deferving them ; as alfo the beft and trueft ufe 
bey can poffibly makp of thenij they muft furely befelf- 
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condemned that hinder themfelves from putting riches to 
this good ufe, by laying them out fo very extravagantly 
and unprofltably, to pleafc a vitiated Imagination^ and 
attraft the eyes of others : thus they, in fbmc ienfey de- 
fraud the poor and needy of the true and (olid comforts 
of life, that fweep the ground with that, whofe pur- 
chafe would have fed the hungry, fktisfied the thirfty, 
and comforted the hearts of thefickandimprifbned. 

What fhining examples have we of the primitive 
Chriftians, who parted with their coftly apparel, -their. 
jewels and ornaments, to feed and clothe the needy 
fervants of Chrifl! They are glorious ones, it is true; 
but are lights hung; out, to (hew men rather where they 
may go, than to diredl them where they muil. To imi- 
tate them in this is unqueftionably very good, but yet 
not necefTarily required of thofe that are not, nor tfaofe 
that are in the fame circumftances ; but they may ferve 
to fhe\v, that thefe excellent and charitable Chriftians 
would have thought it an unpardonable fault, to have 
bellowed any exceflively fuperfiuous coft upon them- 
felves, when they thereby difabled themfelves from 
imitating fo many noble and human precepts in behalf 
of charity, as we find in fcripture. Reafon, as well as 
the divine command, forbids all Aich coftlinefs of ap- 
parel, as exceeds the quality, and ability of the wca- 
i«r. This error is one offence againft decency, and 
that natural and becoming order, which the wif^om 
and cuflom of all times and pi ices have amed upon^ 
as mofl convenient to difcriminate the peojJe one m>m 
another, to prevent difrefpe6t, diforder and confufibn. 
The power of drefs is very great in commanding re- 
{pc6i : a peer's robes flrike a greater awe in the vul- 
gar than his mofl pompous titles ; and what would the 
grave and iblemn deci^ons of the magifhate fignify to 
moft people, if they were not wrapped in fur and ermine ? 
This diftindion of garment has a more folid founda- 
tion, than to humour the pride of the judge, or the va- 
nity of the peer : all nations agree in it; and we err 

when 
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n/hen we any way endeavour to confound it. Though 
excefs in apparel is not an ofience againil God, barely 
Qon£dered» yet all. kinds of luxury, and this efpecially 
of drefsy in wife governments, has more or lefs been 
frequently relhuined by penal laws ; wliich would not 
have. been done, had there been no inconvenience, and 
no kind of deformit}' and natural indecency in it. The 
Inconvenience is moil certainly the greatefl that can 
happen to us, ^at occafions poverty and want ; it ex- 
haafts the gain of honefl traffic and labour: what 
Qiould fubfift the family, breed up the children, and 
fupport trade and credit, is trifled away in ihew and 
gav appearance, not only to the fhame, but to the 
rain of the hufband. The bed a man can hope for 
from fuch a coftly wife, is to be pitied, afler he has 
a while been lauehed at by the world. Hu/bands are 
difcouraged in the proiecution of their bufinefs, when 
they fee the fruits of their induilry fo laviihly, to fil- 
iily, and fuddenly fquandered away, by the light and 
n^anton fancies of their wives : this frequently tempts 
them to a carelefs and defperate fort of management, 
D^hich quickly ends in deftrudion : diey firft run into 
debt to fupport the vanity of their wires; and the 
beft way they at laft find to get out of it, is bankruptcy: 
they cannot pay all, and therefore will pay none: 
fools in contra£ting their debts, and knaves in the 
iiicharge of them. It is impoffible for a woman t^ 
be a ^od wife, that does not fnit her expences to her 
hniband's circumftanccs : if (he loved him« fhe would 
confnlt his eafe more than her vanity; fhe would 
tremble to think on the torture he mufl endure, from 
the importunity of creditors, to fupport her luxury. 
Mo pretence of birth or quality is an excufe for this 
ruinous excefs. Ladies ^re not :to ooniider what they 
ivere bom^ but to what their children are bom ; nor 
ivlieii they pride it in their own qivdity forget their 
kufbands : it is by his rank and his eflate they are to 
p>vcni. themfelves in thefe matters. They call iheir 
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mariiage chaaging their condition, and fhoold remesi-. 
ber, among other fenfes of thoie words, that they change 
their own condition for that of their hnCbands, be it 
what it will, better or worfe; they muft fuit their 
minds to it, and then the reft will follow as it ihonU. 
Content is requiiite to happinefs in all. ftatUMU, bnt 
mod in a married one ; and that wife who adOpiics to 
a figure above her hufband's ability in drefs, inews all 
the world fhe defpifes his condition, which moft render 
her miferable ; and no appearance fhe makes will raift 
the envy of the beholder ; but on the contrary, movt 
their contempt for a creature, that amidft fo moch 
mifery can fancy herfelf happy. Pride b the occafion 
of tlus exceffive coftlinefs and gaiety of- apparel; 
and fhe mufl have little reafbn to be proud of horfelf, 
who is fo afhamed of her hufband, as to defpife his 
rank, and ufurp a fieure which does not belong to it. 
It is very po0ible, and, I queftion not, very ^quent, 
for men and women to bear as good ahd humble 
minds under the richeft attire, as under the poortft: 
when they go according to their flate and quality, they 
do no more than is expeded of them, and it is not taken 
fo much notice of. Pride is generally fed by the ad- 
miration of others, and we are not apt to admire that 
great and rich people go fine ; their quality and fhUB 
are an excufe for their dreffing at more expence than 
is neceffary ; but it is impoflible for them to have hum- 
ble and good minds, to exceed their quality and eflates, 
without pride; which other women as weU aa wives 
ought to confider, for they are as guilty of this extni- 
vagance, and from the fame motive, pride, which is a 
moll damnable fin, and was undoubtedly forbidden in 
the very text we have before cited on the fubjefl of 
drefs. What makes us over-value ourfelves, and on- 
der-value others, muft be finful in ChrifUans ; in wham 
meaknefs and modefly ought always to be confpicQ^ 
ous, from a confcioufhefs of our own demerita. If 
we refiedl, that Chrift, the Savionr of the world, dyed 

for 
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for the pooreH man as well as for the rich ; for the 
beggar \n his rags, as well as for the prince in his pur* 
pie; how can we fet ourfelves fb much above our fel- 
low finnersy only for a little difference in appearance^ 
and that all accidental ? For nature has made the beg* 
?ar as beautiful as the prince, and if renouncing the 
kelps of art, the poor woman fhould appeal to na- 
ture, how vainly would the rich lady have drefk out in 
gold and diamonds, if (he laid by her beauty with her 
garments? For it is remarkable, that every thing extra- 
kragant in Che conduct of life, mifTes even the purpofes 
it intended. 

Notwithilanding what has been (aid concerning er- 
rors in drefs, we mud not run away wiih miHakes, nor 
conclude all things unlawful, becaufe Tome things arr. 
To think there is merit in rejeding all gaiety and ex- 
pence in apparel, isr as dangerous as to lanch out into 
it. There are niceties and difficulties in the injundli* 
ons u-e have been treating of, which are well worth con- 
ndcring; for without luch confideration, people will 
argue obltiuatt-ly, and cenfure confidently and uncha- 
riubly. 

That may be accounted pride and haughtineff, 
which is perhaps the natural air and mien of a perfon. 
A gentleman of good fcnfe, and eaiinefs of converfa- 
ticn, has the misfortune to have pafl all his life- time 
for a fop; and affcrted, purely becaufe by nature or 
ill cuflom, he has acquired fuch a gate, that he cannot 
turn his he<ad without trouble to him, thence it is that 
he is reckoned lliff and proud; whereas his con veHk- 
tion, and manner of living with all his acquaintance, 
b the freeil imaginable. There is a Ciinefs alfo in fe- 
veral people, which is taken for contempt of others, 
and is a vtry ditlidence of themfelves ; and there is 
alfb a delicacy and decency of both fexes, which is 
miftaken for pride: this in all a^es has poduced a 
fet of floyenly ChrifUans, who think it is not faint- 
like to be neat. The floifiers of popifh countries 
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are very well furniflied with them ; becaufe the infide 
of the cup is commanded to be kept clean, they are 
of opinion it is finful to beftow any care on the out- 
fide. Some men of warm and corrupt imaginations 
ftiay receive temptation from drcfTes, diat are not na- 
turally and defignedly immodeft: in fuch cafes the 
fm is their own, and they are not to be avoided bc- 
caufe they abufc them . Though to drefs on certain occa- 
iions may take up more time than one can fuppofe 
fhould be allowed for it, and caufe one to negledt 
a duty required of us : after-diligence may make it up, 
<vhen fuch negligence is not a common praftice. Ac- 
cidents may happen which require coflly habits, and. 
may, for the prefent, hinder doing that good, for 
which compenfation may be made for the future, 
every thing has its feafon; occafions may offer where 
it may be lawful and expedient for people to exceed 
themfelves in liabits, to forget their qualities and fta- 
tions ; which they may aftcf as reafonably remember, 
and return in fobcmefs and conftancy again to thein- 
fclves; for this reafon we fliould not be over-fcru- 
pulous ourfelves in thefc matters, ■ nor hafty in cen- 
furing others. There are too many things to be confi- 
derccf to determine quickly : one may with much 
more eafe acquit or condemn ones felfthan others in 
thefe particulars, becaufe we know ourfelves much 
better, and can frequently recover to our memory the 
principles we go upon, and in what they are firm, 
and in what they fail. A little underftanding with a 
great deal of iincerity and good intentions, will be 
Sable to diredl us fufficiently and fafely in all thefc 
cafes. 

All our refle£lions on drefs have hitherto turned on 
the negative, what it is the divine laws would not 
rellrain us from : what follows will be more in the 
affirmative, and what it is we are pofitively enjoined : 
particularly, what ornaments all Chriihan women 
fhould adorn themfelves with^ the ^* hidden man of the 
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the ornaments of a meek and quiet fpifit/* To a- 
mind and lay not all their time and thoughts out 
ling the body; to fill it with Chriflian vir*- 
lai-ity, humility, meeknefs, and modefty; fet 
heart with all fpiritual graces, make it as fine 
can vnth divine love. Its beauty confifts in 
y, and though it is hidden to man in a great 
J, it is known to tlie Omnifcient, who takes de- 
a pure heart, and prefers it to diamonds and 
The mitids of Chriftian ladies (hould be filled 
)od principles; tlieir hearts fhould be ftored 
ch good qualities as ate truly ornamental, and 
ke Siem as lovely and defirablc ds any exterior 
n do. This adorning is to be in " that which 
t corruptible.*** Gold, pearls, and coftly raiment, 
thcmfelves perilhable things; things that cor- 
onfunic and wear away in time ; things that arc 
p with ruit and modi, fubjeft to tfieves and 
accidents. Whate\^er ferves the body, cither 
or ornament, is, like its body, corruptible : but 
id, immatenal and immortal, requires and looks 
iments fuitsid and proper to it. Among which, 
iliderable is a meek and quiet (pint, a good and 
temper, a lowly and modeft opinion of diem- 
a mind content with their condition, which is of 
ilue than the moft collly apparel, being of great 
I the fight of God, commanded and approved by 
This is the readieil way for Chriftian women to 
lend themfelves to God, and to their hufbands. 
I weak hold has that woman of her hufband's 
that ties him only with a curl or a ribbon ? 
and innocence will not fail of keeping the 
they gain. All inward accomplifhments are 
they depend not on caprice and humour, 
ids that cannot be rcftrained by duty, will not 
e kept by drefs; tlieir inclinations vary oftner 
c mode, but the good qualities of the mind have 
nanding as well as engaging influence; they 
E z make 
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make hafbands afraid of injuring Co much goodnds, 
and engage their afieflions by rdpefl and efleem. 
The (but, as the better part of man, deferves the more 
of our care in adorning it: It is die guide to the 
body, it is its governor, and fhould be Kt out to the 
befl advantage: the foul renders him a reafbnable 
and reli^ous creature ; the greateft privilege and ho- 
nour he IS capable of enjoying: ana it is equally fool- 
iih and finful to negled it, whofe being is eternal; and 
be more {blicitous for die body, whofe being is tran£- 
ent and uncertain. When we drefs the mind oat, we 
drefs for eternity; when we decorate the body, it is 
but for a few moments only. How invaluable then is 
our fpiritual clothing in comparifbn with our temporal ? 
How much more pains (hould we take in culdvating 
and improving the mind, when we once are convinced m 
the neceflity of doing it ? We fhall want no modves to 
it, no arguments againft the vanity and fin of fpend- 
ing our riches and dme in outward ornaments, for 
the negleding the foul to adorn the body, as if a man 
fhould be at great expcnce to build the walls and out- 
fide of his houfe very fine and flately, and fhew no 
manner of contrivance in the iniide of it ; regarding 
neither beauty nor convenience, nor intending any 
furniture. This would be building for the fight and 
pleafure of people pafling by, and wandng in the mean 
time an habitation for himfelf; every one would ay 
out fuch a man is either a fool or a madman, negled- 
ing (hat which is moft properly the houfe, and ought 
to be the moft ferviceable and convenient, for the 
fake of appearing well to ftrangers, without any far- 
ther ufe. They are as fbolim and blame-wordiy, 
who labour to adorn their bodies, while the mind 
lies waile and wild; what hopes can the^ have 
to gain admiradon? The mind is the principle of 
life and motion, and is to give true grace and or- 
nament to all their a£dons. How fhocking does a 
body look with all the advantages of dreis, when 
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the (bul is uncultivated and uuimproved ? Nay» beauty 
itfelfy though much more amiable and channingdian drefs, 
receives a good part of its graces from the mind. Let 
a body be Tramcd ever fb fine and handfome by nature^ 
if the mind be weak or filly» the firft motive ihews it^ 
and as fbon as it is feen, it is fo far from being admired, 
that a fine ftatue pleafes as much, or rather more ; for 
a fine ftatue pleafes always, a fine fbolifh woman no 
longer than ihe is like a ftatue, dumb ; when ihe fpeaks 
ihe turns to an aukward irregular figure, and lofcs her 
comelinefs immediately, liiis proves from whence 
that beauty of all exterior gefture and action pro- 
ceeds from the mind, which being in itfelf accom- 
pliihed inwardly, fo governs and directs the ounvard 
carria^ and behaviour of the body, as to make it 
hand^me and becominj^. This refiedtion ihould, me- 
thinks, be fufficient of itfclf to put all fuch as defire fa- 
vour and acceptance, upon cultivating and improving 
the mind, which would heighten all die advantages of 
the body, and brighten their very beauty. It would bet- 
ter aniwer the en£ they propofe to themfelves by drefs, 
than any other ornaments, now modeft, how coHly io- 
ever. The heart of man is of itielf invifible, fo is God 
who afts all ; there is nothing diicovers itfelf fooner 
than the heart, as hidden as it is, wherefore no pains 
fhould be thought too much to let it appear well. As 
it 'is the mighty fprin« that communicates life an.l mo- 
tion to all the reft, fo it is the fource of all beautiful 
and graceful a«Slions, and as it Is pure or impure, :he 
ftreams that flow from it will partake of its corruptions 
or clean ncfs. How to improve the mind has been rpokeii 
of already; every thing that drives levity and vani- 
ty from it, helps to its improvement ; every thing 
tnat fills it with them, adds to i:s corruption, and ihould 
be avoided. People come to obtain good qualities of 
the mind, as they come by fcveral habits of the body, 
by ufe and cuftom. Thofe that delight in reading, in 
praying and meditation, will take no more delight in 
E 3 drefs 
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drcfs than fcrvcs to keep them from giving ofil-ncc. 
They will find enough in the heart not to make them 
in love with themfelves ; and then they will not be fo 
apt to flatter themiches, that others will be in love with 
them ; nor bboiir much to cfiedt it. They will be mere 
dcjirous of tho efieem of ^vife and good men, and tL^t 
they know is not to be obtained by fliew and e.ypence. 
A fure way to drive fnch vain thoughts out of their 
heads, is to ufc themfelves to think of the dignity of 
their Keing, cf the duties they were born to perfbnn, 
and their capacity to })crfcrm them ; they will peroeiic 
they have powers and faculties different from, and k- 
pcrior to, thofc of clhcr crcatuR's ; that they can caU 
to mind things paft, can confider things prefent, and 
Ci^mpare thtm v.iih one another, know their difTtr- 
t:\cc, arid dtterniine what to do in time to come ; they 
can inquire into their own original, and find their fpe- 
cics h::s not been from all eternity, but was in tiinc 
cre::tcd l^y a being exilling neccflarily itfelf, and volan- 
tarily producing all things elfe. They find this pcroxr- 
fill Being has created them with fo many wants, that 
they muft needs depends upon him for fupply, which 
brings them by neceflit}' to worlhip him by prayer; 
yet has lie crowned them with fo many ble liings, and 
^oiid things, that natural gratitude excites them to re- 
turn him praifc. 'I'his will unavoidably make them reli- 
gious; religion will as unavoi'Jclly make them defpife 
the pompb and vanities cf this frail life ; and when 
en CO their hopes urc in heaven, they will not diilurb 
their pious and pleafant meditations with cares of rich 
and gay apparel: they fee evidently God made them 
for more fublime offices, tliat he has given them abilities 
iivA powers to wcifliip and ferve him, and they will not 
Jpcnd their li\'es in fer\'ing themfelves, their pride and 
pleafurc. Such refiexiono as thele will induce them to 
Itrive with all their might to obtain that purity of her.rt, 
whicli is fo lovely in llie eyCd of God and rnan ; and in 

this 
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this labour will the good employ all that time whic!t 
the light and vain confume on drefs ; they v/ill be 
convinced that it is the moft juft and reafonablc thing 
in the world, that God who has been fo beneficent 
and ^ood to them as to make them what they are, and 
to give them what they have, and is fb powerful as to 
Aipply them with what they a(k and* want, lliould be 
worihipped, honoured, and revered ; and finding that no 

. part of the creation is capable, befidcs mankind, of 
paying him this woriliip, and religious honour and 
fervice, they cannot help concluding that it lies on them 
to do it, and that it is one, and a mighty end of their 
creation. 

It is- probable ^vor^dly minds will not be delighted 
with thefe fpeculations, they would rather have m<iticr 
to feed than to correft their vanity; they want novelty 
c/en inieffons that are intended to j:avc a check to their 
impatience afttr it: and thcfe fcrious con fi derations 
will not be fo agreeable to them as inftruftions wJiich 
are gay ana galant, defigncd to form their manners for 
this world more than for the next. But my intentions 
being to endeavour, as much as in me lies, after a refor- 
mation in morals, only to prepare their nrdnds for that 
grace which is eternal ; I cannot out of complacency to 
the weakneffes of nature hu»nour .them in their follicf , 

' nor inllru^ any other way than as I am myfclf guided, 
by the Scriptures, and the good doctrine of thofe that 
preach tliem. By ufmg ourfeTves to contemplate our crea- 
tion, and the creation of all the wonderful works that v/c 
behold around us, our fouls will be filled with the know- 
ledge and belief of God, xmd convinced of the duty pf 
adoring him. We fee fo much beauty and excellency 
in every thing Ke has created, that we muft have a con- 
tempt for whatever is not immediately of the hand of 
the great Author of nature. Such thoughts will lead 
us to the ftudy and pradlice of virtue, which will render 
us more agreeable to ourfelves and the world, than the 
fopperies of air or drefs, by which fools endeavour to 
E 4 Z^^ 



8o D ft E S S, 

j^ei difHn^ion. Without virtue there can be no religioifi 
It 35 the foundation of it : and when we confider God in 
all his excellencies^ we £nd him in hiftifelf eternal and 
omnipotent, all-wife, and pure and holy; with re- 
fpe6l to us, as all his creatures, jud ana righteous, 
merciful and good: thefe are the adorable penefliont 
we find in this mod perfeft Being ; and thence tvc may 
conclude, that the nearer we approadi to thefe perfcfti- 
ens, the more perfedl creatures we ouHelves are, arid 
the more loved and valued by the Creator. This will na* 
turally make us in love with thofe virtues which lead us 
to that degree of perfeftion to which we afpire : it will 
raife in us a deiire of being as excellent as our* nature h 
capable of, and rendering ourfelves moft acceptable to 
God, the rewarder of fuch as endeavour to be like him. ' 
This will excite us to be pure, holy, chafle, and clean, 
to prcfen'e otir/elves fpotlefs and undefiled, becau/e wc 
kho\v this fanftity and innocence arc a gteat perfe^olt 
to our nature, and maintain the dienity of it ; wheKsuT 
pollution and impurity degrade and fink us below our- 
felves, fctting us on a level with the beafb that are 
void of underftanding. We know likewife this virtue is 
altogether heavenly, and of the fweeteft odour before 
God', that it will be recompenfed by him with the moft 
pure and imdiflurbed pleafure in heaven, the (eat of 
hoiinefs. This v/ill inftigaie us to be juft and righteous 
to one another in all our dealings, as our God is righ- 
teous and iuit; and to manage ourfelves with that fair- 
ncfs, that humanit>' in all things, that we never reproach 
our own confciences with having done to others what 
we would not have had them do to us. We muft not fet 
up our private will and humour inflead of (he ever- 
lafting rule of righteoufnefs, ncr ftudy our convenience 
and pleafure only, without having any regard to the 
convenience and pleafure of others. 

There is indeed nothing more natural, than that every 
one fhould confult his ov\ n benefit and cafe in the firft 
place ; but becaufe what belongs to every one is really no 

pri\ilege 
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e^ to any one^ every one muft depart from his na- 
nght in fome cafes, and fubmit to rules that are 
eptionable and impartial, and favour all the world 

The belt rule of reaibn and religion is, '* to do as 
vould be done by : " no body can efcape feeing the 
ableiiefs of this rule, and the neceflity of obferving 
le fecurity of our being, and all we poflefs : the 
we keep to it, the better and more perfed we are 
(elves, and the more ufeful to others. It jgives us 
daence above all that negleft it^ and as it likens 
[jod himfelf, fo nothing will render us more ac- 
le to him than righteoufnefs apd jufUce. Thefe 
ons will baniih from .our minds all bafe and feliini 
lies, they will exilanpe our fouls, and make us 
in thofe narrow and uagcnerous a^ons, which 
all in ourfelves, with difdajn. This reditude of 
vhich is of the divine eflence, will keep us from 
ng and injuring others ; and if we ^ve no of- 

it is the fureil way to prevent receiving any. 
is hardlv a Chriflian virtue which has not its re- 
n this life, and did our works end with us, it 
be both for our intereft and pleafure that they 
be good. How fweet is that benignity of mind 
»cites to charity ? Pity is an excellence, and great 
Lon of our nature, and the doing good to thofe 
nd in need of our aOidance ; to pardon affronts 
uries, " to feed the hungry, to clotji the naked> 
[fit the fick and imprifoned, to comfort the dif* 
d, to proteft the weak and innocent, to right the 
ed and oppreflcd, *' naturally §ives men an uncon- 
in4ifputabie power and fuperio/ity. The bene- 
All be always uppermofl in the praife, honour, 
:cm of all that fee and know, as well as of al| 
1 his goodnefs. Thefe confiderations are how-> 
ean in comparifon of that which ought to be 
ngeA motive for doing good; that by fo doing we 
e moft our heavenly Father, the Giver of all 
ings, who bellows his favours and bleflings oi\ 
£ 5 men 
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Tiien with this defign, that they fhould alfo favour and 
be kind to one another, and be themfelves a blefling to 
their generation. What promifes of reward have we 
from him, if we prefer the being like to him, and do- 
ing all the good we can, to any little private intcreftand 
advantage of our own ? 

Thefe reflexions on virtue are far from being a di- 
grefTion from our fubjeft. If we can eftablifh this of 
goodnefs in the minds of men; if we can bring them 
to be in love with afts of charity, we (hall eaiily per- 
fuade them not to be fo fond of themfelves as to fmget 
others ; not to lay out their whole fouls in fludying hew 
to decorate their perfons, and negleft the pleafant duties 
of mercy and kindnefs : when the mind is well ftir- 
nilhcd and adorned, it will have a contempt for the or- 
naments of the body ; and next to religion and virtue, 
wifdom and difcreiion arc the moft ::miable and defuable 
graces of the foul. 

By difcreticn and wifdom is to be underflood, not 
only the knowledge of virtue and religion, which are 
always implyed in them, but alfo an ability of behaving 
ones felf prudently and decently on all occalions towards 
all pccple. It 13 poflible to be both righteous and 
virtuous without difcretion; but neither virtue nor 
religion are credited or promoted by thofe that are fo : 
they are good to them (elves, but their good is net at 
all edifying, but rather hurtful: the extravagance of 
their r-cal, the indifcreet management of their devo- 
tion, the indecency of their unufual way and gefture, 
are (b far from inviting to religion, that they rather- 
excite pity in the wife and good, and fcorn in the 
light and profane; whereas a fober, unafTe^Sted, -and 
difcreet deportment, both of mien and voice, in the 
public wor(hip of Gjcd, is not only handfome and 
becoming in itfelf, but does infeniibly provoke the 
zeal of others : this difcreet and fober deportment is 
Inconfiftent with gaudy and wanton drefs. How ridi- 
culous is it to fee a lady bare to her breads, afFe^Ung 

an 
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an air of devotion, and fnatching the afTcifb'onatc 
glances of her e}'es, from her lover or galant, to turn 
them up to heawn? If \v^ examined curioufly the 
looks and behanour of fuch as attend divine wx)r- 
fhip, what caufe (hall we have to lament the decay of 
true Chriftian piety ? We fhall find fome fo far o\cr- 
a6line their parts, that we have reafon to think they 
are like the nired mourners of ancient and modern 
times, who, though they wept mofl at funerals, were flill 
the perfons that were leail afHided: others on the con- 
trary, carry themfelves with fo much negligence, that 
one fees plainly, their worfhip is much a fafhion with 
them as their drefs: the bows, the cringes, the 
laughs, the fleers, all at the fame time that they pray 
to Uod to be in the midfl of them, and profcfs to be 
adoring the Almighty in his immediate mofl holy pre- 
fence, has fbmething fo wicked and fo dreadful in it, 
that it is amazing that ChrifHans fhould not better know 
what is decency, and what is duty ; I queftion whe- 
ther the Pagan temples were ever defiled with fo much 
levity. And this error, as fcandalous, and crying as it 
is, is grown fb common, that if there is no other rc- 
ftraint put upon it than the fear of eternal punifhment, 
it is to be feared that example will ftill prevail over 
precept. 

Many are the virtues which loie much of their power 
and efficacy, for want of prudent and difcrect condudt. 
Juftice may ceafe to be relpefted, when one fees a crimi- 
nal barbaroufly treated by either judge or counfel, or 
condemned with unfeafonable farcafm, and in a vein of 
lightnefs, though his fentence and puniftimcnt are juft, 
Juftice thus adminiftcred, will have quite other effedls 
on the minds of the fpeftators, than it would if they 
faw fuch gravity, fuch calmnefs, and becoming evcn- 
nefs of temper, as would ihew neither difpleafure at 
the offender's perfon, or unconccrncdnefs at his of- 
fence, but a due mixture of zeal for the . fccurity of 
laws and government, and of humanity and pity for 

the^ 
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the m'ferable. It is the bufmefs of difcrction to attain 
ones end, by means not only juft and righteous in 
themfelves, hut alfo weU-a{)proved of, and heft liked by 
others, to do what (hould and muft be done, but in the 
moil d..cent and moft acceptable manner. 

Clemency and lenity may be fo indifcreetly exerdfed 
to foinc delinquents, with refpedl to the manner, and 
fp unreafonabLy, with refpcft to time and opportunity, 
that it ihall rather feem a difregard to iuflice, than an 
eiFed of merqr and companion. Though nature drong^y 
inclines to pity, yet when it is not exerciied on a proper 
obJQ^, it mifTes its effc£b upon mens minds, and is 
ikeither approved nor .praifed. The partial diftribntion 
of juilice beinjg downright fin, and its puniOunent 
damnation, it is not to be reckoned among indiicreet, 
but amon^ wicked adls. When what is merit at one 
time (hall be criminal at another; ^en offences 
againft certain perfons are taken fevcre cogniiance of^ 
and againft others encouraged and rewarded ; when for 
the interefts or pajfions oi men in power, men out of 
it are perfecuted and oppreiTed; this is a crime of the 
blackeli die, and there can be no virtue dwelling in 
minds that are capable of it: no ornament will be- 
,come fuch fouls, no fplendor render their perfons ami- 
able, no dignity obtain them reverence, their cun- 
ning is fo far from being difcreet or prudent, that it is 
of the fame kind, and will have the fame end, with 
hypocrify and deceit. 

If difcretion gives fo ^eat advantage to religion 
and virtue, which caii bear themfelves out without it, 
it is certainly neceflary in matters of lefs moment : it 
adorns and guides converfation, it gives grace tp all 
we fay or do, and is to be negledcd in nothing : it is 
hard to tell how it is t6l)e acquired; yet tjie want of it 
is feniibly to be difcerned, and appears in all the fol- 
lies and abfurdities that people commit. It is a dex- 
terity and ability of behaving ones fclf prudently 
9aid decently, and .& very ufeful and .grajcefol, that it 

ought 



DRESS. 8s 

ought to be one of our principal iludies ; crery one 
being the better for it themfelves, and the more fer- 
vice^le to otliers. It is perhaps defigned to us in part 
by the wife Solomon, when he tells us, ** There is to every 
* * thing a feafon, and a time to every purpofe under heaven ; 
*< a time to break down, and a time to build up ; a time to 
" weep, and a time to laugh ; a time to get, and a time to 
** lofe; a time to kee^, a time to cad away; a time to 
<* keep filence, and a time to fpeak. " That is, there is a 
feafon and time fo proper and convenient for all pur- 
pofes, that they who obfen'e it not, will infallibly fall 
into great abfurditiea, and commit a world of errors 
and mdecicncies. On the contrary, they who do ob- 
ferve thefe proper times, fliall fhew themfeh-es to be 
wife and confiderate, efifedl their purpofcs much better^ 
fund live in more eftecm. Regard to time is undoubt- 
edly a ncccifary part of difcrction ; but to that muil 
alfo be joined, a due regard to age and place, perfon 
and quality, both with refpedt xo ourfelves and others^ 
which reduces the general rule of difcretion to the ar- 
ticle of drefs, and has been already enlarged upon. But 
we do not confine ourfelves to it ; it being of fo abfo- 
Ittte neceffity in all the parts of life, it would be abfucd 
to ncgleft it for the fake of one; and wherever we in- 
troduce our reflexions on any virtue or vice, it cannot 
be impertinent, if it tends to improvement. 

The more general and exteiiive our confideration 
and obfervation of thefe things are, the likelier is our 
conduA to be prudent and difcreet; the lefs offence 
(hall we give, and be guilty of the fewer abfurdities ; 
the more decent, the more ufefal will our converfation 
.and behaviour be. I have infifted the more on this, be- 
caufe it is probable, that moredomeftick evils arife from 
•want of difcretion, than want of either virtue or rc- 
jjgiQD ; and therefore in ihewine how the mind was to 
ibe adorned, I could not avoid adding wifdom and dif- 
cretion to religion and virtue : for fince the precept 
<tAJai(i8> that Ch ri ftia n women fhouki be good wives. 
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s well as virtuous and religious, and it is their dutv to 
be cne as well as the other; it muft needs be neceilary 
for them to provide fuch qualities, as are requifite to 
the difcharging the duty next to religion and virtue: 
wherefore fince without a competent fhare of pru- 
dence and difcretion, it is njt poflible to be cither good 
wives or good mothers, or good miftrefles of fami- 
lies, it is to be no little part of their concern to get 

. as much of difcretion and prudence as they can : and 
when they are fumilhed with thefe excellent qualities, 
they will want no lefTons again ft vanity of behaviour 
or drefs; they will make decency their rule in both, 
and never fall into extravagance or impertinence. 

There remains ftill to confider, that the ornaments of 

. the mind enjoined by the apoftle, are to ** be in that which 
•* is not corruptible." Whateverwecan poffibly adorn the 
body with is corruptible, and wears away with time; all 
the beauty and comelinefs it gives is fhort and periihing. 

. Sometimes it happens, that thefe coftly ornaments and 
gay attire, are fo far from adding any beauty and gracjc 
to the parties, that they are radier to their diik£^an* 

•tage, expofe them to derifion, and deceive none but 
thcmfelves. But granting they obtain their end, and 
render them as lovely as they would appear, how long 
does fuch a vain delufion laft, and what is the ufe of 
being fo pleafed ? How many various accidents, how 
many cruel difeafes, in a little time, quite deftroy this 
creature of the fancy ? If it efcape thefe hazards, how 

: ftrangely does a few years difguife the faireft face ? One 
cannot too often put the fair in mind of the folly of prid- 
ing themfelves in glories which, like that of the lily, 
fo focn fade snd die away. So ufelefs, fo fantaftic, fo 

- tranfient a thing as bc.uty, cannot be worth the care, 
and pains, and ceil that people are at about it. The 

' praife and-plcafure of it while it lafts is inconfiderablc 

• and empty, and when it is gone, as it is quickly gone, it 

. leaves either (hame or grief, or both, to fuch as have 
over-rated it while they had ii, and valued themfelves 

upon 
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npon that weak account; they arc punifned in feme 
proportion to the vain efteem they held themfclvcs in. 

But the mind, when tiiat is cultivated and improved, 
anfwers fufficiently for all the care, and time, and pains, 
that are bcftowed upon it. The ornaments of that are 
fuch, as always obtain the end propofcd by them : they 
always reprefent it beautiful and lovely to all people : it 
does not depend upon the humour or fancy, whether 
religion, virtue, and difcretion, Ihall find favour and 
acceptance, for they will always find their force irrc- 
fiftible; while men have reafon and underftanding, 
they cannot help approving and defiring thefe accom- 
plimmcnts of the foul : we may in this cafe uuft them 
with theirpaflions ; for though their own pradlicebe againft 
them, euided by their inordinate defires, yet is their fe- 
crct judgment always on the fide of religion, virtue, and 
•^ifcretion ; and they always like them in others, how 
much focver they negledlthem in themfelves. Thelcofe- 
cft people in the world, would have their motliers, their 
wivesy their daughters, their fillers, and all their rela- 
tions, religious, virtuous and difcreet, rather than 
beautiful; and therefore it is the fettled judgment of 
inuikind, that thefe are the beft, the trueft, and moft 
lading ornaments of women. Indeed when beauty alfo 
meets and joins with thefe excellent qualities, they give 
a natural lafbe to each other, and iet each other on ro 
great advantage: beauty adds grace to them, and 
3icy prefent the greateft beauty yet more beautiful. 
But thefe are ornaments when this is gone, and where 
it never was ; thefe arc incorruptib^ and laft as long as 
the mind itfelf, which they adorn and beautify ; thefe 
arc of great ufe and fen'ice ; thefe deierve the greateft 
praife and honour, and thefe will fland them in dead 
when all things elfe fail them. All beauty and external 
ornaments are of very little ufe and fcr\'ice, cither to 
fuch as have them, or to fuch as behold them ; whereas 
religion, virtue, and difcretion, are of general ufe and 
benefit; they are ferviceabk to every one: they do not 

only 
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only make thofe who pofTefs them goody but they make 
them do good to all that are concerned, or have to deal 
with them. Beauty, wit, birth, quality, and £ne attire 
attradl the eyes and admiration ; but it is another fort of 
admiration; which is raifed by virtue and religion; it is 
always attended. with ellecm and iecret veneration, the 
other with envjr, or perhaps contempt ; for if men fee 
we are too vam, and puft up with conceit for either 
beauty, wit, birth, quality, or fine attire, they will 
refufc us the fuperiority we would ufurp, and look with 
difdain on what we expc6l they fhould admire. The 
admiration raifed by thofe outward qualities as excel- 
lent as they are in themfelves, is only a tranfient won- 
der; fomething that glifters and dazzles the eyes; a fine 
fight, which works on the fancy a little, and then giy^ 
way to other novelties, that &ill occafions the ume 
wonder : but the admiration raifed by the true oma^ 
roents of the mind, religion, virtue and difcretion^ is 
iiom the contemplation of fome great and noble work 
of nature, ^yhich by its beauty and its ufefulnefs b^et9 
efteem and liking in the mind immediately ; a likmg 
and eflecm that continues tliere, and are excited |U 
often as the objed or idea of it rifes or appears. There 
is therefore no comparifon between the ufefulnefs of 
beauty and tlie ornaments of the body, and thofe good 
qualities and graces that are the ornaments and beau- 
ties of the foul. Nor is there any comparifon between 
the praifes, honour and eflcem, that all good, wife, 
.and fober people give, and have, for virtuous and re- 
ligious women; and that fhort gaze and compliment 
which vain and ifllc fpirits pay to beauty and gay 
.clothes. «* Favour, fays one that knew, is deceitful, and 
'** beauty is vain, but a woman that feareth the lord fhe 
** fhall bepraifed." Favour and beauty have their praife» 
vain and deceitful as 'they are, beltowed with the mif- 
chievous purpofe of enfnaring and corrupting: but they 
who fear the lord in wifdom and virtue, are praifed in 
ctHrn^, and Jionoured a^d efteemed wi^ all jincerltv. 

Tliere 
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lere can be no difficulty, therefore in the choice 
efe difB:rent ornaments and beauties ; the one are 
and ufclefsi the other folid and ferviceable; the 
eloved and had in veneration by all good people, 
ither valued for a time by the young and giddy ; 
no ^ill Itand thofc that have them in Head, when 
ther fail them and are gone. The favour and af- 
n which are only built upon good features, co« 
fhape, ' drefii, and ornament, muft neceifarily 
and die. This aifedlion depends upon difeafes, 
mts and humour for its being. Can this be fuf^ 
t to fecure the peace and happincfs of married 
Py who have it not in their power to fecure them* 
againft difeafcs^ accidents and change of hu- 
? If their happinefs confifted In fuch affedlion^ 
»recariouS| dependent, and uncertain would it be ? 
in it isf they cannot be happy without aftedtion 
rood»will> which are necefTary to make them eafy 
ontented as Jong as they live, much longer than 
l^n hold their beauty and their comelinefs. Thev 
>liged then in common prudence, to fecure the at- 
As of their hufbands, by adorning themfelves 
thofe good qualities, that will render them for 
pceptable to wife and fober men, even when the 
of their beauty are defaced. Thefe qualities are 
icfs, virtue, and difcrction^ whcrc-ever they ap- 
lierc will be no want of any thing elfe, or if there 
lefe will excufe it or fupply it. Where men difccrn 
d fenfe of religion, prevailing in their minds, 
ifluencing them to the cxercife of all the virtues 
re proper to them, according to their opportunities 
)iliiics ; where they fee them manage tnt*ir aiFairs 
:are, wifdom, and difci-ction, and difchnrge the 
of every relation, whether mother, wife, or mif* 
fa family, with diligence and prudence, they will 
*, the entertainments of a light and idle imagina* 
they will fee no want of beauty in the body, where 
ul ihin^s out with fo much luilre ; the accom7 

pliihment^ 
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pliflimcnts of the ciir.d will fo charm them, that they 
will be blind to all orhv?r imperfections ; they will find 
the life and pleafurc of the excellent (qualities of the 
foul in every adlioa of their lives ; it will be a comfort 
to them in their afRiflion, and a joy in profperity, it will 
give grace and comelincfs throughout, hide every na^ 
tive blemifti, and v/hat is infinitely more than render- 
ing them amiable in the tyci of men, it will give them 
^race and favour in ihc fight of God, wliich is to be 
meir principal aim. For what would it avail them to be 
amiable to all the v/orld, if under God's difpleafure ? To 
be in favour with Ciod is the furell way to be in favour 
with man : jgood-will is one cf the bleflings he fhowen 
down on his favourites, and there is no means of ob- 
taining that felicity but by religion and virtue. 

One would iliink by the condud of the modifh In- 
dies, that they flattered thcnifelvcs with a belief of being 
what the folly of fund men call them, goddeffes, and . 
their being and beauty immortal, that iickne/s and 
death durit net approach them; but the time will come, 
and perhaps fhortly too, when they who have mif-ipent 
their life in tliefe or other idle and unprofitable excr- 
cifes, though not direflly finful, when they have neglected 
to improve their better part, to drefs up and adorn 
their fouls, to clothe themfelvcs with virtues and good 
works, fiiall fee their crime, and how naked and de- 
fcncelefs they ihall Hand before the throne of God, 
where they are to give an account how they have palTed 
their lives in this world : they who have been vir- 
tuous and holy, conflant and fer\'ent in their prayers 
and praifes, freaucnt in reading of the fcriptures and 
other good books, in meditating on the promifes and 
threats they find in them, and who have all along 
been careful to be rich in good works, bufied in the 
cxercife of virtue, and conftantly doing the feveral du- 
ties of their life, fliall find the advantage of ha\'ing 
thus improved their time, their talents, and abilities; 
they Ihall fee that tJiis was "trimming of their lamps," and 

living 
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I'.ving in a readineis and expeftation of the bride- 
groom's calling them ; that this was the adorning ** c f the 
'* hidden man of the heart, which was not corruptible/' 
and is in •• the fight of God of great price." 

If a • Chriftian woman would demand of her own 
confcience, when flie is confuming hours at her f;Iafs, 
and contriving how to prepare herl'elf for the unchaite 
glances of wanton fpeftators : is this the trimming 
which the wife virgins adorn themfelve^ with? Should 
I meet the heavenly bridegroom in *thefe garments, 
fo difpofed to tempt and to be tempted, fliould I not 
be condemned with the foolifh virgins ? And what is 
that condemnation, but eternal torment? She would 
furcly fhorten the time (he fet apart for vanity,- and 
give more to the adorning her foul with ornaments 
of religion and virtue, and efpecially with that of a 
" meek and quiet fpirit," which the apoftle tells is moll he- 
coming and precious "in the fight of God." By this 
** meek and quiet fpirit," is to be undcrftood afoftand 
gentle temper, a peaceful calm, and patient mind, oppofcd 
to anger, pride, and iiercenefs, noifinefs, impatience, and 
a relUefs difcontent. This kind of temper is the grea- 
teft happinefs that can be^l any one, making them 
cafy to themfelves, and to all about them. Moft of the 
troubles and misfortunes of life are more or lefs un- 
eafy and affiiftin?, as their minds are more or lefs pre- 
pared to entertain them. Thus we fee the fame evil 
that opprefTes and overwhelms one man, makes very 
little impreffions upon another; one man grows loud 
and pa£ionate on the leaft occaiion, a look of flight, 
a doubtful or an angry word fets him immediately in 
a flame, while another bears the moll apparent infiilts, 
and heavieft injuries, with great evennefs and patience; 
one man is calm and eafy under great loffes, while 
another florms and rages at little dilappointments. A 
meek and quiet fpirit therefore, does moll evidently 
give the advantage to fuch as have it, and deliver them 
from many fuii'erings, to which the fierce and angr/, 

fiaiix 
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hofly and impatient, are fubje£l. This renders i 
moll* defirable temper that can be, in a life that : 
fcene of fo much certain miiery and trouble. 

The beft qualities of the mind arc depraved anc 
rupted by cuftom and fa/hion. Vapours and ( 
are now aiFe^ed as much as gaiety and wit. t, 
are afraid of being thought fools if they are coo« 
turedy and fancy they are never fo witty as when 
arc fplenetic, and out of humour with tvcry 1 
and every body about thein; they feem to find) 
fcriptures, to a^ ^uite contrary to the rules of t 
Inftead of the hidden ornaments of the heart, all 
thoujg^ht and care is to fet themfelves off with the 
ward ornaments of the body ; inftead of a mcel 
quiet fpirit, they are for a peevifh :md froward 
There is no greater fign that modes are of the Di 
invention, than that they are generally oppoAte tt 
Jaws of God, and that almoft all faihions have a 
dency to evil, whether in drefs or manners. 

It may be objefled that a meek and quiet fpi 
not a thin^ to be acquired, but the gift of God, and 
we bring into the world with us^ if we have it a 
How then can we be exhorted to get it, iince it ii 
to be got by us, but to be born with us ? Every 
allows It to be very defirable, if nature had bee 
gracious to him as to make it a part of their being 
muil be acknowledged that the feeds and principl 
all cur paflions and humours are born with us, 
there is generally a predominancy of feme one hun 
that from our infancy bears fway above the reft, 
ftcws itfclf confpicuoufly, and peculiarly makes o 
man fo tempered. It is alfo fure, that this mecha 
propcniity of nature is not by any care or pains 
any art or diligence, to be quite extinguiflied, o] 
tircly changed in education ; there will be always a 
to that fide, as all men feci ; but it is as furc that 
and pains, art, diligence and time, cuftom and 
confideration will go a very great way to the ch 
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and correfting any temper. Ufe, we hy with 
bn enough, is a fecond nature, and we fee people 
labituatiug themielves do almofl become what they 
..; wherefore, though they have it not in their power 
:han^ their tempers intirely, yet they always have 
1 their power to change them as far as they are re- 
red to do it, as- far as he enables them by reafon 
I afe to prevent all the mifchievous efit:£ls that flow 
n them ; not to indulge themfelves in frowardnefs, 
vifhnefsy or fly out into paflion and rage, but ai- 
rs to have a guard on their fpirit, to keep it quiet, 
t it may be in ** the fight of God of great price;" Men 
L women are not required to put off their natural 
iper, and put on a new one prefently, but fo to 
rem themfelves as to be quiet and meek on all oc- 
Lons; to reflrain themielves by reafon and confi* 
ation from falling into bittemefs, impatience, mu- 
y^ and clamour, not to take delight in teizing and 
[ing one another, nor ftudy to find out trivi3 oc- 
ions of quarrel; not to chide their fervants for 
les, and to fliew their autliority, but to be calm 
ftll things, and eafy to all. 

Many are the crofs perverfe accidents which will 
ppen in the courfe of their lives, many difappoint- 
rnts, many provocations will they meet with, fevere 
ils muft they go through, and if they do not arm 
:mfelves againll them, with a patient and prudent 
rit, their hifl^erings will be almoft double on their 
ids. Now they are not called upon to be infenfible 
d fhipid under what befals them, but fo to prepare 
d behave themfelves, that they may do nothing 
ich mif-becomes tjiem, in which they are to exer- 
b their reafon and beft abilities. Thefe are the 
x>fs of their obedience, patience and difcr^ion. 
le doArine of obedience is not eafdy to be taught, 
fuch as have been flattered with the foolifh adora- 
n of thofe, to whom when th«y marry they vow it : 
men feem to look upon it as words of form, and 

not 
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not as tiken out of ihe Scripture to be put into ilie I 
vite of matrimony : Tofnc openly difcnvn it, other| 
fiA to pmftife k^; maii)' loolc upon it as ufurp 
aikl many mete tteat k as :i joii^ few there ^re 
garl it as a command, die bretich of which h a fm^, : 
Uk punifiiment of ^U (m^ dearh tteni:{L No 
dcr^nfe that will isot obey tlKirhu (bands, are fo In 

Sticnt under die lealt dilbbedknce or negligence \ 
vants and duidrcn, thAt tt»cy are ncv^r eafy 
U'hen tkey are cxet^f^g their fuperiority ; but they « 
de well to oonfid^r^ that matters arc feldom m^ 
witbtliem» by ail the noije and cantentmn rh'i 
raUadi^tkey are- often made worfe, but fe!dom 
neither die, folly nor pcn-errend's of men are 
nor any ualucliy accidents reniedyed, by impati 
and fiuy. Tlun« whkh nf them feh/cs would have^ 
bat little hurt, op, by indi ferret and haity m^^ 
inent» become thd occaflons of great mifchief. t 
times fer a (biall mcL^fiderabl^ matter th«^y Ml^ 
Aieh exocfs of fngcr and difofdtr, that they hst 
by it all the peace ^nd ^uiet of ihtlr lives, eve^ig 
nk^iGa of their hti^ands of which they ought- 
moll tender, knowing their happincfs miUT: end 
t?\ii is alienated from them. The mifchiefs that 
been occafjonctl by the perverfenefs znd ptinYm^ 
fame wives are inconceivable ; it has run foine huA 
OR excefs of drinking, to drive, nt- thi-y call it^r^ 
cares away. FooUfli men [ then care^ refiinj 
double bittemefs, and the potion, though never fo < 
repeated, no longer cures than it tlrowni; them. Ot!i 
hufbands are put upon feeking in oilier women 
good-nature which they canntit find in th^ir 
and by a criminal paffion deilroy a vexatious 
fome grow to fury» and lofe the relied and tcB 
nefs die to the ^x: others defpife the folly of i 
wives that cannot be quiet themfelves, and the; 
will let nobody, elfe be quiet near them ; they 
not their ill-hnmQur^, and by tji^ir contempt a/ ^ 
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Dives, v/e read, was clothed in purple, and yet La- 
zarus was not relieved; and needleTs excefs devoured 
the fupply of his real wants, leaving no ability per- 
haps to do ity had he been uilling. 
/ We do not find that Dorcas's garments are mentioned, 
but the widows. 

Give no more time to drcfk than to the fervice of 
God. 

A Prayer. 

** /^ My God, ^vemegracenottoconfumethatonTun 
** Vy fuperfluities, which is due to the neceffities of diy 
*' creatures : Let me not Hop at juilice: gi\'e me grace to 
** be charitable, and to fubiiradt (bmcthing from my own 
** lawful portion, out of love to thee and my neighbour, that 
^' fo I may in fome meafurc fupply their wants, and cauie 
'* many thanksgivings unto thee, through Jefus ChrifL 
*' Amen." 

. Led fome over-(crupulous people ihould be apt, from 
what has been faid, to raife vain terrors to themielves 
concerning apparel, it is convenient to remove them, 
as well as to prevent the falling into the contrary ex- 
tremity. 

Wc are not to conclude that all rich and gay atdrc 
is alike forbidden to all ages and qualities, for Chrift 
himfelf tells us, " thofe who are in king's honfes are dcth- 
** ed in foft raiment." Reafon feems to allow a disparity 
in dreis, as God allows a diiference in poffeilions ; ne- 
verthelefs the conmiand again ft extravagance and wan-: 
tonnefs in it, ihould be more regarded than it ge- 
nerally is. Inftead of uiing thefe outward ornaments 
with ibbriety, how many beftow that time in clothing 
the body which they owe to the adorning of the mind? 
and that money on vain fuperfluities, which is due 
not only to the neceflities of the miferable, but to die 
fupport of their family and children ? The miftiefs 
of the houfe often fhines in her gold and pearl, while 
her children and family are in want and raggs; 

and 



DRESS, 97 

ind the mafter is forced to lay out thofe fums ia 
matches, necklaces, brocades, and the like, which 
ought to be padd to his impatient creditors. Not only 
ime is wafted, and wealtn confamed, but the mind 
it filled with fimtaftic images, hy which the devotions 
and conver^ons of women are infeAed. Such folici- 
CoafneTs about drefs is more fuitable to thofe unhappy 
and wretched women whofe beauty is fet to fale, than 
Id thofe who make profeffion of religion, whofe end 
in clothing fliould be cleannefs and decenc}' : if mar- 
ryed, tKe pleaiing their hufbands, joined with a due 
regard to their age and degree. But thofe who adorn 
themfelves to attra£l the eyts and admiration of the 
unwary, lay fnares for themfelves as well as others, 
and it is juft if they fall into them. Such (hall be an- 
fwerable not only for their own fins, but for all that 
they willingly occafion in others. 

A Prayer. 

«* ^^ My God, fince thou haft been pleafed to keep me 
*• \^ from deformity, let not the Devil pollute my heart 
'< and make me all rottennefs within. Keep my mind pure, 
«* thatevU thoughts may never lodge witliin me; that I 
" may find a loathing, not acompiacency, in all unclean 
** imaginations or filthy communications ; much more in 
*< all finful and unhallowed actions. What greater glory 
*' can Idefirefrom my outward comelinefs.than to bea tern- 
<* pie for thy holy Spirit? Had I yet a more curious cafe, 
, << itwonld be too mean for fo bright a jewel as a foul fanc- 
** tified by grace. I defire no other triumphs, than to be 
** thy fervant; and if fuch outward advantages may make 
«* my religion appear better, and bring greaterglory to 
«* my Maiker, I rejoice in it. But, lord, I pray thee, never 
«• let my butward comelinefs be a fnareor caufe of fin to 
•* myfelf or others.** Amen. 

liie king's daughter was all beautiful within: if I 
want otttwwd beauty I only want what is oflen a temp- 
tation; and if I am contented with this defefl, I prac- 
tift an aft of virtue which the more beautiful cannot. 

Vol. I. F ^^^tml 
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'* Submit* Omy fouli to this ^mufcxtitnU ^^ puni 
^ mcnt of fin : for fin was the great deformity t! : : 
" duced all other* into the world. At the xtfu i ; 
^* thou rifeftin g^nicc, all thefe bodily deform i Lief, U4 
" marks of fin, ffiall be done awav, and the moil pure an4 
*** perfe^ foul have the mod bright and glorified body/* j 

Much have wc to do, much to learn, and no time 
lofc; do not therefore fpend (o precious a trcafurc on I 
poor an improvcnient us adorning the outward ma 
and ncgleilLng the hidden mnn of tlic heart, kedeen 
what you can to improve your mind, or to otljcr nece^ar _ 
duties ; fo Ihall you fupprefs vain comphcencies, and a 
ncedlefs delicacy. Remember it it a fin and (hameto give 
hours to drefg, ard to think half a one long in prayer. / 
In confidenr.g this fubjed, it is probable feme of Lheiq 
coniiderations may have been urged more tban once : andl 
the evil is come to fuch a height, that a reform ationl 
<annot be too much preft; nor the duties of avoidingl 
vanity, and improving time, be too much infidcd upon. 
What fays, Wifdom itfelf ? 

•• I beheld among the fimpJe ones a young man void < 
" undcrjlanding; and behold there met him a woman wich 
*■ the attire of an harlot, and fubtle of heart." 

How it is that wicked women adorn them felves, wt 
read in the ftory of Jezebel, who hearing •• Jehu WM 
•• come to Jczreclt painted her face, and tired her head." 
Dinah was beautiful, and what evil did her beauty occa» 
iion ? How wasDavid enfnared by the beauty of Bathiheba f 
That man after God's own heart, was fo far bewitched i 
by it, as to run at once into the damnable fins of murder I 
aiid adultery. How often has the beautiful maJk glided I 
the othenviie deformed vice of impurity? Leain that 
quiet and meek fpirit, that modelly and humility in ali 
ycuf a£Uons, and e^eciaily in your drefs, which be- 
comes the religion youprofefs: ** after thi$ manner, fayi 
" the apoftle, in the old time, the holy women alfo who 
^* milled in God, adorned themfelvirsy bdngio iab|efbai I 
^* to thtrir own hulband^.'" 

CHA- 
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CHASTITY. 

OF all the Chriftian virtues^ there is none that 
ihews the dimity and power of the foul fo much 
as chafHty : it is a triumph over a defire which 
nature has imprinted in the heart of man, fierce and 
unruly, full of falfe hopes and imaginary delights, 
which too often blinds the underflanding, and leads to 
defh*udion. Chaftity fupprefTes whatever is unlawful in 
this paffion ; and all dehre is unlawful, which is not 
warranted ixy marriage, which is not within the order 
of nature, and the mcxieration of Chriitian modeHy. 

This is a very tender fubjed, and is hardly^ to bo 

touched upon i^ithout giving offence. Fornication is of 

late foftened by the gentle name of gallantly. The 

whoremonger, whom God will judge and condemn, is 

now the gallant man; and the adulterer, whofe portion 

(hall be in the lake that burns with eternal fire, glories 

in his adulteries, as if they were not fomany triumphs 

over innocence and virtue. The hidden fms of both 

fexes are not £t to be expofed to light: they are too 

well known, and too commonly pradmed, to need any 

explanation : but let all voluntary polluters of them'« 

ielves know that they muft be judged for thofe their 

fecret pollutions, by a judgie who mes the he£rt, and 

whoTe aiMtsrchinj^ eye nothing can efcape. Thanks 

be to God» as wick^ as we are, there are fins of this 

kind which are unknown to us, or if known, held in 

deteftation. All unnatural Idb are abhorred, and in- 

ceftucms enjoyments ieldom or never heard of. It is 

the infinite inercy of God that keeps us, by his reilrain- 

ing grace, from Uiefe detefted and damnable crimes : 

f ^ would 
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"wou'd tlie fame infinite mercy purify our hearts as he 
is pure, and clean fe them of all luft, we fhould have equal 
abhorrence for all inipjirit)', and excufe none on ac- 
-coun t of the degree of it. 

' The immoderate ufe, e\'en of lawful love, is one of 
thofe iiregttlar defires which is fuppre0ed bychaftity. The 
fame judgment is to be made in this, as concerning meats 
and drinks, there being no certain degree preicribed to 
nil perfons, but it is to be ruled, as the other anions of 
men, by proportion to the end. Let us in all of them 
have in remembrance, that we fhould in every thing have 
the elory of God in view, and we (hall never abufe 
the liberty of the nuptial bed, nor turn a chafle paflion 
into luft. " For this is the will of God, as St. Paul tells us, 
** even our fandification, that we fn ould abflain from for- 
-** nication, that every one of us fhould Jcnow how to poflefs 
*' his veffel in fanftification and honour, not in the luft of 
-^ concupifence, even as the Gentiles which know not 
'••God." i ; 4 

Chaftity is cither abfHnence or continence. Abfti- 
nence is that of virgins or widows, continence pf mar- 
Tyed perfbns. Chafle mariages are honourable and 
pleafing to God ; widdowhood is pitiable in its (blitari- 
nefs smd lofs, but amiable and comely when it is 
adorned with gravity and purity, not fullyed with the 
remembrances of pad enjoyments, nor with the prefent 
defires of a fecond bed. 

A virgin life gives us an image of charming eafe 
and fpotlefs innocence, when it is bleil with a jaft con- 
tempt of thofe carnal delights, that are apt to hury the 
ibnl too much in the fenfes ; when it is not difturbed 
with defires of change, and -is always happy in fiifl 
content with its prefent condition^ The vowed^virgi' 
nity of people in doifters, is capable indeed^ very 
pious reprefeiitations : but as thofe vows are geoerally 
conftrained, or if ibmetimes taken by choice, are as 
often afterwards repented of: fb thofe only who buiU 
too much on ampearances, on outward works, 9fii 
jiot on the flncenty of th«> nund, the only iacriiice 

thtf 
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is pleaiing to God^; thofe only who run their devo* 
to. idolatry, and their zeal to fuperilitioD, can be 
h in the praife of it. A voluntary virginitv, 
-c the pcrfon choofes it to be intirely devoted to the 
ce of God, is certainly commendable^ when it does- 
incapacitate the perfon from anfwering other duties 
ife : not that a virgin ftate is more holy than a 
rledone^ in any thing, but that it has more oppor- 
ties to be holy, is Icfs incumbered with cares, and 
more time to converfc with God. Some perfo/is 
zr plcafe him in a married ilate, than virgins ia 
r virginity; by giving great examples of conju- 

afTe&on, by preferving dieiir faith unbroken, by 
rating their children in his fear, by patience, and 
lentednefs, and the excrcift of the virtues proper ta 

Such do not only pleafe God, but do it in a hirhev 
-ee than thofe virgins, whofe piety is not aniwer- 
: to their greater -advantages and Opportunities s 
cially if their virginity is the effeft of nicenefs; 
c, or avaiice. If they keep it becaufe they could 
fell it at theif own price, or value it fo high that 

think none worthy of it. This virginity will al4 
8 be attended with peeviihnefs and fullennefsy and 
ler fuch perfons as ill qualified for religious duties, 
he moft anxious cares of the world. . In a wordf 
y ftate of life, whether of. marriage, or widow- 
i, or virginity, is of itielf alike virtuous and in* 
:nt. Ever^ one has its particular advanti^es, and 
ay which is moil holy, is to circumfcribe; the di- 
; grace, which can make every flate to be alike pure- 

holy, and without it there can be no purity and 
nefs. 

f we confidcr the equal confequences of luft and 
lean nefs both as to this world and the next^ we 
1 avoid all filthinefs of the flefh, and endeavour 
live chafliy, temprrateljr, juftly and religiouily^ 
5 obfcenit/ of it appears m nothing more than the. 
nc it is aucndcd with : it chooies night and dark-^ 
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nefsy and trembles at th^ approach of light. <' The eye of 
** the adulterer waiteth forthetwilight»i'aying,noeyeihtll 
" fee me, and di/guifeth his face: in the ^irk they dig 
** through houfesy whichthey had marked forthemfelv^iA 
*' the day-time: they know not the light, for the morning 
** is to them as the fliadow of death. He is iwift as the wa- 
** ters, theirportioniscurfed in the earth, hebeholdethnot 
** the way of the vineyards; (hame is the eldeft daoghterof 
•* uncleannefs." A very lively defcrijption of the lewd in-* 
trigues of the children of lufl. Night is the ieaibn of 
murder and adultenr, which are often companions; and 
if the latter u not ftuned with blood, it is always in fear 
of fpilling it, or havine it /pilt. Confcience awakens 
lometimes the moft hardened of thefe finners ; bat the 
temptation ibon ftifles all its motions, whereas thofe 
of religion and virtue are ftifled. 

Didwe reflet a little on the cares and troubles that 
Itttend the appetites of uncleannefs, that its fruition is 
Ibrrow and^pentance, that ** the way of the adulterer is 
** hedged with dioms,'' that it is full of fears and jealonfies, 
burning defires, imjpatient waitings, tedioufnefs of de* 
lay, fulfering of affronts, and confuiion of difcovery, 
it would certainly give an horror fpr a iin,^ which is io 
fatal in its efieds and' its punifhment. Moll of its kinds 
are of that nature, that they involve the ruin of two 
ibuls: the fonfiicator or adulterer fteals the fbul^ as 
well as injures the body of bis neighbour : they are 
the inihuments the common enemy of mankind makes 
uie of to people his infernal world: how often have 
fuch wretches funk from the lawlefs embraces of har- 
lots and adultreifes to the bouomlefs pit, from whence 
there is no refcue, nor no companions but of the ac« 
curfed, and " the worm which never dies." Indeed there is 
no coniideration, moral or divine, which does not warn , 
Qs to detefl the fm of whoredom, which has a profefled 
enmitv againfl the body itfelf ; ** every fin which a man 
** dotn is without the body, but he that committeth fbmi- 
** cation iinneth againfi his owq body.'' 
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•• ilical union of Cfirift 2JTd bis church ; he therefor 
** who breaks the knot, which the church and theij 
** mutual faith hate tyed, aud ChriH has knit up into 
** a myflcry, dilhonours » great rite of Chrilhanity^'j 
" of high fptritual, and excellent figniiication," The 
church of Rome, which turns all her worihip into ido-j 
Utry, turns this contraft into a facrament ; but though] 
we iiiiil not pay it Aich idolatrous reverence, we mu/t] 
look upon it as a facred vow, folcmnly made before J 
God, whom we called to witnefs before the cengrcga- 
tion, and who has denounced a thoufand woc«, both] 
here and hereafter, againft thofe that break it. 

Uncleannefs is the parent of blindnefs of mind, ItlJ 
confj deration, precipitancy, or giddincfs in actionfvi 
fclf'love, hatred of God, love of prcfent pleafureSpj 
a defpite or defpair of the joys of religion and hea- 1 
ven ; whereas a pure mind in a chaile body, h the j 
mother of wifd om and deliberation, fober counfel and] 
ingenuous aftions, open deportment and fwcet car-^ 
riage, fmcere prindples and unprejudiced undcrfland- 
jng, loye of God and felf-denial, peace and confi- 
deoce, holy prayers, and fpiritual comforts, a joy ofl 
spirit iniinitely greater than the carnal and fleeting joys ^ 
of unchaitity t "for to overcome plcafure is the created 
** pleafure, and no Wdory is greater than that whidh is got 
•' over oar lufts and filthy inclinations.^* 

Common honefty, methinks, is of itfcl/ fuffidenti 
to prevent us from falling into the fins of fbmication] 
and adultery; and common ihame, enough to deter j 
men from giving way to fo beaftly an appetite ; how I 
are fuch abliorred by all fober and religious pcrfons f j 
They arc pointed at as fo many ugly mongers ; and ( 
while the adulterers and whoremongers pride it perhaps 
in their own imaginations, that they have made con- 
queft of their neighbours wives and daughters, all 
good people look upon them as the fcandal and pefts of 
mankind. In Scripture we read, that Abimelech n^aJej 
i: death for the mea of Gerar to meddle with the wife ^ 

of 



' of liWy and Judah condemned Thamar to b^ bumtfor 
her adultery, fiefidcs tjie law made to put the adul*- 
terous peHbn to death, God conflituted a fettled and coo^ 
fUnt miracle to difcover the adultery of a fufpt^ed , 

'- womaa^ ^ -that her bowels fliould burfl with drinking the 
^* waters of jealoufy." All nations, barbarous and civil, 

. agree in a general deteftation of ib difhonefland fhame* 

* fin a crime. Several attempts have been made J|| our 
own sountry to deilroy it:, the Puritans wSre for 

• punifhing it with death, and a law had lijce tcyhave 
pail fome years fince to the fame good purpose': but 
to our ihame be it ijpoken, the crime was too general, 
the ofienders too great, and not the nation. tocT mer- 
ciful ; for God forbid, that thofe who with plcafiire fee 
daily poor criminals earned to the gaUowa- Ibrlitde 
thera and robberies, ihould be grieved to fee -thofe 
paniihed with death, that had robbed whole families 
of their peace,, and honour, and eftates, by bringing, 
into them baftardy and infamy.. 

The middle ages of the church were not pleafed that 
the adultrefs fhould be put to death ; as the church 
grew more degenerate, the manners of Chriftian^ grew 
alio more depraved: but in the primiuve ases, the 
civil laws, by which they were then governed,^ gave 
leave to the injured hufband to kill his adulterpos wife, 
if he took^ bt^ in the fa£k. The partiality of jtlus law 
- to men have canfed an enquiry, ** whether is worfe the 
adolteiy of theman or the woman ? '* Let us examiAe that 
qneftion: in< doing which we'^muft obferve, that, in 
lefped^ to the perfon, the fault b greater in a man th^ 
a w<miao, who is of a mojip^liant and eafy fpyit, of a- 
weaker onderftanding, and has notluhg to fuppjy die 
nncqiial ftrengths of men but the defence of a^paffive 
lULtvatf and the armour of modefl^, the njitaral or- 
nament of that fex.. ** It is nnjoft, faid the good emperor 
^ Antonius, ** that men fhould demaqdchaftitya^d Verity 
^ from his wife, which Hinhelf Will* not ohj^rnse towaixlt^ 
^ hrr, " But this injuflice is become fo conimon, tha^ if. 
F 5 adultery* 
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adultery is dill reckoned a Hn tow&rdsGody yet mffl 
far from having rcmorfc of confctence for it, as it is ai 
injury lo their wives ; though to cxsA ^ailtty of thoup 
and not praftife it themfdves, is a^ if a man Should oer- 
fuEclc his wife to fight againll thoie enemies to which 
he had yielded himfelf a prifoner. 

NoWy in refpe^l of the evil confequenees of adultefyi 
It H^orfein a woman than a man, as bringing b&Haray 
iato a family, difmherifoivs, and great injunci to tie 
fjLwful children, infinite violations of pcace^ murderii 
divorces, and all the eiFe^s of rage and madncfs, 
.,/tfped of the crime, and sls relating to God, they 
equal, intolerable, and damnable. It is no more pi 
innted to men to have many wives, than to women to 
have many hufbands ; in this refpe^ they have the 
feme privileges, and their fm is the fame, Adultcrotti 
ptrfons were refufed the holy communion by ihe an* 
cient chtirch, until they had done feven years penasce 
in failing and fackcloth, in fevere inflidions, and iii- 
Urumencs of chajtity and forrow, according to file dif- 
cipHne of thofe ages. 

Mow many are now admitted dally to that blelTed 
ordinance, who boail of their adultery, and glory in 
their filthineft-^-How many do our laws oblige to this 
communion of faints, or to renounce the proviiions of 
Bie i The iin of thofe that take it unworthily utttH 
fte in part at their doors who lay fo violent a temp- 
fatioOy as is bread, tn their way. Where is the piintf» 
the fcverity of the ancient discipline I How is the k- 
cramenl ci the body of Chriil proftituted to mean tii4 
tecrcenaiy nfes } Is the adulterer forbidden to approach 
k ? Is the facred cup taken from the foul hand of the 
jltlonejiion ter ? Are communicants fo examined 
mtcud a uircegh inquiry into their preparedd. 
■t at the table of the Lord? Or are not the 
%lkoremonger and adulterer taken on their 
>i bccaufe the law has enjoined them to 

cf iafvef 1 muft con£efi I chi&k tf thii 
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laoft JioTv - ncc widi fa much reverence, ih^i i 
cannot vvi niMing confider what herds of adul- 

terous bentts have the glorious privilege cf tbc cle^. 
and chofen of God. 

Having treated of the virtue of chalUty^ with rcfpcft 

^^o iu oppofjte lull, let us j-eileft on m proper offices, 

^^pnd In what that that grace and duty^ is cjcerdfed, 

^K We muil rcCiil all unclean thoughts, and not utdulge 

our fkndc« with unclcanocfs^ though pofTibly it may not 

always inflame defire. We mull never humour ourielves 

with fantailic notions of love; for though either by 

01 a me, impatience, or want of opportunity, we may 

be neflrained from the afl, it will not be our faults that 

die fin was not committed ; the mind 13 as crimiiia] as 

the body, and our puniihment will be the fame. 

Have a chaflc eye and a chafle hand,, it being all 
tit with what part of the body we commit adultery*, 
[ a man lets his eye loofc, and enjoys the lull of it,, 
ti& an adulterer. ** Looknotonaworoan 10 luil after hen" 
s will create lewd wifhcs and ideas, and 
le members to be retrained, yet i£ the- 
permuted to luft, a man can no oihcrwife be 
Jchaile than he can be called fevcie and mortified* 
Tits all day feeing plays and reveltings, and out 
cdinefs to fill his eye neglecls his belly* Thcfc 
, which, if you oifer to lift by the bot- 
ut tlir thein, out are foon removed if you 
them by the ears. It matters not with which of 
your manbcrs you arc carried from your. duty* The 
lure coofequcnce of all wanton dalliance is defire, and 
au refrain frony the aft it will not be out of fear 
but fear of man, of yourfelf, or others. Ha4 
I feared God, you would not have run into tempta^ 
Di) ; and tlie pleafure you take in gazing on and Jufl> 
after a beautiful woman, carries as much gu; 
\ it as her embraces. For it is not virtue that r 
fAn% you from them, but neceiHty; you could n 
any moire, thcicloreyou did not; youvs^ouldn 
1 becau: 
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becaafe a llronger paHion, terror, at that dine, maftered 
you ; God was not all that while In your heart. Can 
you fay that your heart and mind were chafte f Did 
you detefl all uncleannefs f Pid you check the nicieion& 
the tempting object infpired ? If it was not thus with 
yoa, you are as much a whoremonger and adulterer, 
a5 much lies upon you to be repented of, as if vour 
whole body haa been involved in the crime. To otteil ^ 
Qncleannef$» to diflikc its motions, paft a^ons, cir*fl 
comftances, difcourfcs, ought to be the chaiUty of 
virgvi* and widows, of old perfons and eunuck» efpe- 
ciaTlvj and generally of all men according to their fc* 
vera! neceflities. Filthy difcourfc is a great inftamerl 
of lull* Avoid all indeciences of language with 
great care; keep the tongue chafte, good manners^ 
has banifhed this impurity fjiom converfation. It aii 
much mif-becomea a gentleman as a Chriitian to acoifJ 
torn hiinfclf, or allow himfelf in the language of thtf 
flews : but that is but a poor confidcration, in comporiH 
fon of the prefcncc we ftiould always remember we 3 
in, that of the all-hearing and all-feeing God. 

Temptations to la ft are of too prevailing a nati 
CO be difputed with : do not think to reafon yourfelvef 
em of them, when the very workings of the mind in 
M fuch djfputes (trvt to create deiire; paftion will be 
loo ftrong for your arguments ; you will foon give up 
a caufe you wi(h to lofe. Fly, therefore, all tempta- 
tioQ ; think not at all of it; drive it immediately out 
of your head with religion or bufmeik If the mind 
has not conquered luft, the reiiftance from the body 
will t»c but very weak ; it is an enemy that is to be treated 
otherwiie than with dirc^ war and contention : if you 
Jiear it fpeak, it ruins you, and the very argumeifts you 
go alwut to anfwer, leave a relifli upon the tongue. A 
BWin mav be burnt if he goe5 near the fire, though but to 
quench his houfe ; and by handling pitch, though but to 
take it from your clothes, you ^refile yoxir fingers. 
Beiidcfl to afgue with temptation ihews a pkafure \fi 

being. 
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being tempted ; if you had fuch an abhorrence for the 
fin as you ou^ht to have had, you woiild not dare to 
have debated it, you would be frightened at the diftant 
approach of it, and fly from it as m>m defbudtion. 

Idlenefs is a great iiioentive to luft, and muft on that 
account be avoided; it creeps in at thofe emptineffes of 
time, when the (bul is unemployed, and the body is at 
cafe. No eafy, healthful, and idle perfon was ever 
chafte, if a temptation fell in his way. Of all employ- 
ments bodily labour is mofl ufefiil to anfwer this good 
end. When the body is tired with honefl toil, it will 
give no encouragement to the tempter to attack.; he 
will never venture upon you if he is not fure of hav- 
ing the fleih on his fide. The foul of itfelf would, in 
mpft cafes, be too hard for him, and in this particular- 
}arly; there is nothing in impurity which does not 
fliock it when it is not biafTed by the lufl of the body ; 
keep that 'low, and the mind will raife itfelf abovo 
temptation. Church difcipline injoins corporal mcnti- 
fications, and iiard ufages of the body, to its mem- 
hm. Faftings, folemn and real, may be helps to* 
ciklKty ; but the mind mufl be firft well convinced of 
*^e danger of this fin, or all thefe outward penances 
will avaU little, thofe efpecially that arc purely nominal. 
There is no greater farce 'played than fuch faflers a£t. 
towanl heaven, who will not indeed eat flefh; but 
will mortify themfelvcs with the mofl; exauifite delica- 
cies in fift; improved for the palate by the moil heart- < 
ning fauces: thefe, in fo difdplinin^ themfelvcs mock, 
him who will not be mocked ; and inflead of mortify* 
higf pamper the fleih, and add new fuel to the flame 
oTlufl. A ft>are diet, a thin coarfe table, feldom 
Tefrefhment, frequent and real failings, art of fome 
profit againfl the fpirit of fornication. By cutting off 
die enemies provifibns we dovbdefs- weaken hit fbength ; 
^jftt all this will not avail, unleft we conceive a 
AteftadolL of the evil of it, as an oflfence to God. 
aM arm our minds againft it by hit grace. Povcn|r 
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fins «gainft chaitity^as well as richcs> ind colleges ire 
equally polluted with courts. Ore would thinlc that 
anxiety of fuck as arc in want ftiould not give room 
ihofe hot defires^ which are the natural, and often 
intended ciTefls of lujcury ; yet in prifon^, where tjie 
confined wretches feed h^rd and lie hard, lull frequently 
awakens them in their miferable nights* and the 
devil flatters thetn that the enjoyment of one vile p 
furc, which is in their power, i^ilJ cqinpenfate for 
lofs of all others that are not fo. The extraordi- 
lury mortifications injoined by the church of Romei 
and recommended by fome proteftanu who hy 
much ib-efs on outward difcipline^ are not, methlnks, 
worthy the dignity of Chriftianity. Shall I boall of 
sny purity when I am reduced to impotence } or con 
£de in that chafUty which is the efftti of pain / whe 
cafe and llrength are recovered, and the tody will not 
bear to be always in pain and impotency, if the mind 
has no better defences, how foon will temptation 
break in upon it, and fill up that dangerous inte 
with fm. *' To bring the hixly under" was St. Paursj 
remedy, and it is a good one, but it may deceive u» | i 
is a traitor that will deceive itfelf when we moft tnid 
it I the foul mult be always upon the watch, and chca; 
outward dtfcipline may and wili be effectual. Whai 
noble chaHity was that Nicomedian prince bleft.wi' 
who» as St. Jerom tell us, being tempted upon flowcrt , 
SLud a perfumed bed, with a ioft violence, and Q> fa 
tied down to the temptation, that he could not difen- 
^age himfelf, being folicited with all the wanton cir* 
cuxnilances of Afian lewdnefs, by an impujr^ courted, 
leil the eaiinefs of his poll ore fhould betray him, he 
if it out his tongue into her face, to repreieat that no 
Virtue coib fo much as chaAity. 

Fly then from all occafions of impurity ; from loofc 
company, balls, revelling9» indecent mixtures ia daa^ 
cings, idle talk, private ibdety with llrange womctt, 
gazmg upon a beauteous face, from fingin^ womea, 
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boitnii gc(btres» loofe fitdm, feaib imd perfumes* 
njn wine and iltong driuks made to perfcculc chaHi^ 
p: fomc of thcfe are the vli • lafl. Rc- 

■ember it is cafier to die fbi • to live with 

L and the cxccutiooer could not ex con a conff nt from 
pme pcrfons from whom a lover would have in treated 
B, I'hc eiory of chftAity will cafily overcome the 
■ideoefd of fear and vtolence, but eaftnefs and foft« 
mtCit pcrfaailon and tendeniefs, like the fun, make a 
pii^inUy by her veiJ and robe r which perfecution, like 
pie fkiQRiicm wind» would mxikc her hold fail and wrap 
doff jtbout her. 

When a woinan thinks (be is beloved, fhe 15 very 
{jLT govt in the way of loving ; and apt to believe 
there cannot be fo much harm sls is rcprrfenred to hcr» 
in wh»t i« fo generous and grateful. Poor detufion ! 
Ihould generosity and gratitude make her damn her 
f>wn fouli becaufe her lover would damn his i Bui 
ihc devil puts on all fhapes, and appears fometime* 
like an angel of light; he puts fair gloflcs on the 
foulcil a^Qn£» confounds vice and virtue, and covers a 
plcafmg temptation with the moft fpccious pretences. 

He who will fecure his chaHity, mull tirH cure his 
pride and his rage. Lufi is often thepunifhment of a 

y pijfiPtt d man, to tame the vanity of his pride, by the ihame 

■■■tttfroots of unchaflity ; and the fame intemperate heat 

^^^^pi makes anger kindles luH. 

' A fure way to efcape temptation is to fly onc*s fclfl 

Avoid being alone when you are afraid of it ; feck ir^ 
lief in coropajiyp whofc modefty may fupprefs, or 
tildf fodety divert, all unclean thoughts, and not th&t 
whofe wanton mirth may awaken lull when it wai 
mfleep^ ai is commonly the efEe^ of the joyous and 
falajK c(mveriatio& of xhh age. There is a reverence 
ae Id noiubCTS which checks the tewdnefs of the 
tongue, and take caJ« not to a0bdate with fuch^ 
m aie infen&bJe of that ncveftcce, and had rather be 
tlum diftiect anA dulU; thougK whai they call 
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mirth is generally fb \}cMy when it turns on chaftxt^ 
that wife men would have an equal contempt and abhcut^ 
rence for the ribaldnr and folly. 

Pray often, and terveatly, to God, who is the eflenoe 
of purity, that he would be pleafed to reprove and caft- 
out the uncleaif l^i|it : for befides the bleflings of 
prayer, by w»)r of reward, it has a natiirai virtue to 
reflrain this vice. Prayer againfl it is an jintirillinf- 
nefs to a£t it, and (6 long as we heartily pray againft 
it our defires are fecured, and the tempter has no 
power. This was St. Paul's other remedy, '* Pordns 
** caufe I befought the Lord thrice ;" and there is equal 
reafon and advantage in the ufe of it. The main thine 
which is to be fecured in this afiair, is a man's min^ 



he who goes about to cure lufl by bodily exercife 
alone, or mortifications, fhall find them fometimes in- 
i^rumental to it, always infufficient, and of little profit : 
but he who has a chafle mind, (hall find his body apt 
enough to take laws ; let it doits worfl it cannot make 
a fm, and in its greatefl violence, can only produce 
a little natural unneafinefs, not fo much trouble as a 
fevere fad, or a hard lodging. If a man be hnngjj 
he mufi eat, if he be thirily he muft drink at fbme con- 
venient time, or elfehedies; but if the body be rebel- 
lious, provided the mind bechafle, let it do its woril» 
if you rcfdve perfeAly not to fatisfy it, you can receive 
no great evil by it. 

Thefe confiderations may give room for others, 
arifing from every one's own experience. . The fubjeA 
itfelf 18 fo nice, that it muft be touch'd with delicacy. 
It will be eafily comprehended, what are the evils we 
would exhort to be avoided, what the helps we may 
find in order to it. It is a fad thine, that a fin which 
carries along with it eternal damnation, ihould pafs off 
as a trifle ; that it fhould be a fcMt of a jeft to fpeak 
ill of it ; and that without being advocates for whore- 
mongers and adulterers, one can hardly efcape the 
icaii£aJ.of being precife. The ibuls^rf men are not to 
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be coBDplimcnted. into fecurity ; and let ike greateH: 
and £ure(l of mortals knowr, the time will come» when 
to have been fair and great will avail them nothing. 
and to have been pure and holy will crown them with im-* 
mortal gloiy. 

The remedies we have mentioned, are of univerfal 
efficacy aeainft .lewdnefs in all cafes extraordinary and 
violent ; but in ordinary and common, the remedy which 
God has providedt honourable marriage, has a natural 
cQczcff Dcfides a virtue, by divine blefling, to cure the 
uioonvciuencies which otherwife might afilid perfons 
temperate and fober. 

Itistrae, marriage is, like other good things, feldom 
iooken of but in fport ;. it is generally taken to prevent 
the inconveniencies of fortune, rather than thofe of vir- 
tue : the punifhment as generally follows the crime ; 
and thofe uat mBrry for money only, have rarely any 
thing elfe vnth it that tends to happinefs. No wonder 
peo^e, fo given up to avarice, fhould fall into other fins ; 
that the neglcA of thofe wives whom they took out of 
covetoufheS, and not out of love, fhould end in adul- 
tery on both fides, and fuch vicious marriages be the ruin 
of their peace here, and their happinefs hereafter. 

MODESTY. 

WILL not the ladies take themfelves to be 
af&onted, if we fhould fo much as queftion 
that they want leffons on this virtue ? Will 
not men defpife us for thinking it becomes them ? Is 
not the bafhful man in the cavalier phrafe a coward ? 
Is it not a term of reproach ? It is very hard, that 
in a country profeffing Chriflianity and reformation^ 
mofl of thefe virtues arc fo out of fafhion, that it 
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is a moft uncourtly bafinefs to endeavour to recom- 
inend them. Thofe that do it are forced to afie£t 
ludicrous turns, and to perform by fatire, and not by 
inffaru£tion . People who are not afraid of being damned, 
are afraid of being laughed at, and fuch as reprove widi 
gravity and concern, may anfwer the didUtes of their 
own confciences, but will have very little efleA on their 
neighbours. 

Let us however, do our duty '^ let us ftudy to find out 
the paths of truth and falvation, and put thofe that err 
in the right way in which they fhould walk. No virtae 
'' will give more grace to all their adtioiu than diis of 
modefly, whether we confider it as oppofed to bold- 
nefs and indecency, or to lightnefs and wanton* 
nefs. 

Zeno has not ill-defined it to ** be the Science of de- 
cent motion," it being that which guides and regulates 
the whole behaviour, checks and controls all mde ex- 
orbitancy, and is the great civilizer of converfation : 
it is indeed a virtue of Q;eneral inffuence ; it does not 
only balaft the mind wiui fober and humble thoughts of 
one's felf, it alfo fteers every part of the outward 
frame : it appears in the face in calm and meek 
looks: the impreilion of it is fo ilrong there, tb&t 
it has thence acquired the name of ihamefkcedBe& 
Certainly nothing gives fo great a luftre to beauty 
in women; it is of itfelf fo beautiful, that it has 
been a charm to hearts infenfible of all others, and 
conquered when a fair face has without it fet out all 
its glories in vain. An innocent modefty, a native 
fimplicity of look, eclipfe all the glaring (plendois*^ 
of art and drefs. Let nature and art contribute to 
render a woman lovely, if boldnefs be to be read in her 
face, it blots out all the lines of beauty, and like 
a cloud over the fun, intercepts the view of all that was 
otherwife amiable, rendring its blacknefs the more ob- 
fervable, by being placed near fomewhat that was apt 
10 attrad the eyes. 

Modefty 
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Modeilv confines not itfelf to the face, it is there 
ob|7 in madow and.d£gy; it is in life and motion, 
in the words, Vfhence me banifhes all indecency and 
mdenefs, all infolence and difdain, with whatever 
clie may render a pcrfon troublefome or ridiculous to 
Company. It does not only refine the language, it 
often modulates the yoice and accent, it admiu no 
nnhandibme eamelbiers or lewdnefs of difcourfe ; the 
latter of which was thought fo indecent in Cameades, 
$ko* in his public lefture, that the Gymnafiarch re* 
pror'd him fOr it ; and fure if it were not allowable to 
a philofopher in his fohool, it will lefs become a wo- 
man in ordinary converfation. A woman's tongue 
Ihonld be like the imaginary mufic of the fpheres, 
iweet and charmin?, but not to be heard at a diftance. 
As modefty prefcribes the manner, fo it does alfo the 
meafure of fpeaking ; it reftrains all excefs of talking, 
a fiinlt incident to none but the bold. To monopolize 
the diicourie of the company, is a certain fign of the 
good opinion a perfon has of himfelf, and as certain 
a way to lofe that of the company ; every one defires to 
to Ik heard in his turn, every one experts applaufe 
fiom what he fays, as well as he who would ingrol's all : 
Jie who would plegfe ip converfation, muft endeavour 
to fdeafe others, and that cannotbe done without hearing 
tlian with good liking, with which they will then hear 
yoo. The divine poet Herbert fays on this occafiouj) 



»■ ■ " A civil Gueft, 

^' Will no more talk all, than eat all at a feaft." 

To be always talking in company is afluming an 
infu^rable fuperiority over it ; it looks as if you took 
them for your pupils, and thought they wanted your 
in^udUon. The wife Socrates faid, " It is arrogance to 
" ip^ all, and to be willing to hear nothing." This 
J a vice in both fexes ; the &rward coxcomb is fure to 
be the jefl or contempt of tbofe he is eternally talking 

to. 



*' 
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^ to, and the as forward coquette renders herfelf as 

^- culons as (he thinks fhe is engaging : it is an inic 

unbecoming a man, and more elpecially a woman. 
This was fo much the fentiment of the antieni 
mans, that the^ allowed not women to fjeak pul 
though it were in their own necefTary defence ; infoi 
that when Amaila flood forth to plead her own 
in the fenate, they look'd on it as fo prodigious a 
that they fent to confult the oracle what it port< 
to the State: and tho* thefe firft feverities were 
lofl in the fucceffes of that empire, tho' their £ 
conquefts introduced luxury and corruption of 
ners ; yet Valerius Maximus could find but two 
whofe either neceflity or impudence perfuaded the 
repeat this unhandfome attempt. 

Is not the indecency of talkativenefs in womei 
of the chief reafons of the fcandal they lie und 
that account ? it is faid, they talk too much, \x 
they (hould talk but little ; and when they err in it, 
the more obiervable, becaufe it is unhandfome ; 
ther it were from the ungracefulncfs of the thin 
from the propenflon women have to it, I fhal 
determine, but we find the apoflle very eamefl i 
caution againfl it: in his epifUe to the Corint] 
he exprefly " injoins women to keep filence ii 
** church," where he afiirms it a fhame for them to i 
Our Quakers have broke in upon this injun^on 
pretence they have for it is no great compliment t 
fex : they alledge, that St. Paul did not forbid w 
to teach when infpired, but to fpeak to one anothe 
diflurb the congregation ; as if their tongues wei 
ways fo unruly, that devotion itfelf could not 
them within bounds. But leaving thefe enthufia 
their whimfies, tho' St. Paul's injun^on feems 
only reflrained to ecclefiaftical afTemblies, yet the 
other places where he is more general, as in his < 
to Timothy, " lee women learn in filence," and aga 
•* to be in filence." I hope we fhall not be accufed 

brc< 
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igy for fettuig Scripture before the fex, and 
g what they are injomed to there. The apoftle 
is his phrafe not only on the inferiority of the 
I in regard to the citation and firfl fin, but alfo 
: prefumptioa that they needed inftruftton to- 
which, iilenot luM always been reckoned an in- 
ible qualification, fli|( introductory precept in all 
if a« that in wkidi all attention is founded. ** If 
vomen of our age, (fays a ferious and fcnfible au« 
think they have outgone that novice (late the apof- 
•pofes, and want no teaching ; I mull crave leave 
eve they want that very firft principle which (hould 
m to learn the knowledge of their ignorance. '* A 
i wh'ch fo grows with Itudy, that Socrates after a 
ife fpent in purfuit of wifdom, gave this as the 
f hia learning, " This only I know, that I know 
ig ;" a proficiency that is much wanting to the 
s of both fcxes, who confute the common 
n, and eive what they have not by making their 
mce vifible to otlfi»rs, th6* it be undifccrnable to 
elves. To fuch mav not unfitly be applied the 
m of Zeno to A talkative yoath, " their ears 
lien into their tdngues." Men muft not aflume 
emfelves a privilege of perpetually fpeaking, 
ife it is denied to women. It is not becoming in 
me, becaufe it does not become the other, fiat it 
; more indecent and more obfervable in women, 
dierefore preft the more home to them to beware 

r thofe of the fcx who are ^It^ of this vice are 
-ally guilty of another, which is flander; their 
le runs moiUy agaihft fomebody or others wl^ther 
have or have not oflfended them : Tkey aeter 
matter, either from their own invention or die 
ttion of others. Truth will not fan40i ^^pn witk 
an hour's converfation, the refl of^it ill made 
vith what they have heard or iikiMtf|i4 of their 
ibours. They begin always with a 4af^ jfte^ 
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rence of the crime they are aboat to commit. They 
will by no hieans wrone the injured perTon, and then 
they do it as malicioully and effedually as they can. 
It is to be hoped it prevails moftly among the vulgar; 
but the great have alfo their fcandalous chronicles, and 
they manage thcmfelves in a great meafure, as if the 
bed way for them to fecure their own reputation, was 
to blacken others. The education of the noble ihould 
fet them above fuch bafe and mean entertainments. 
But as tattling is the effed^ of idlenefs, it is not un- 
reafonably to he feared, that where there is mod of the 
caufe, there will be fome of the efFedl ; and indeed it 
would puzzle one to conje6lure how that round of 
formal vifits among perfons of quality (hould be kept 
up^ without this incefTant chat of calumny. Can their 
vifits only be a dumb (hew ? Does the converfation 
roll upon the unfafhionable theme of piety and vir- 
tue, wifdom and difcretion ? Is good honfewif^ 
one of the dull topics they handle there ? When tlit 
news from the opera and playhouie is run over, what re* 
mains but that of the park and the aiTembly. Thence 
arife a thoufand fubjeds of fcandal, which is a moil 
inexhauftible reierve. It has fo many (prings to feed 
it, it is fcarce poffible it ihould fail. It flatters the 
envy of fome, the fpleen of others, the revenge of 
rivals, either in love or (plendor, paflions which the 
fex are the more fubjedl to, the lefs they are na- 
turally able to defend thcmfelves againft them. But 
this vice of (lander is not more frequently introduced 
by any thing than the vanity of the wit, which has 
no whJcFe a more free and exorbitant range, than in 
cenfttring -or deriding : It finds not only exercife but 
firinmjA too. Vatn perfons feldom confidering the 
infimdtiM Mr follies of others without fome com- 
|iacen«M m4 afluming reflections on themfelves, 
wliidi 1k»w diiftgreeable it renders this liberty of talk- 
ing to iiatmode^ we recommend, is obvious enough: 
»iiA ffeuld to Goiii were only oppofite to that. It is no 

left 
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Icfs fo to afl the obligatioiu of juftice and charity, 
ivhidi are Icaiicely fb nvqaently violated by aoy thing, 
IS by this licence of the tongae. 

Another vice of thit kind which the fex is ^erally 
charged with, is the revealing of fecrcts ; an infirmity 
prefumed fo incident to them, that Ariflotle is faid to 
nave made it one of the three things he iblcmnly re- 
pented of, that he had ever trufted a fecret with m 
woman. By how much the greater prejudice they lie 
under in this refped, the greater ought to be their 
caution to vindicate, not onlj^ themfclves, but their 
iex from the imputation, which is indeed extnemely 
leproachful. This blabbing humour being a fymptom 
Of a loofe impotent ibul, a kind of incontinence of 
the mind, that can retain nothing committed to it ; 
but as if that alfo had its diabetic pa^ion, perpetuaUy 
and almoft infenfibly evacuating all. However willinjg 
tien are to appropriate this to the fex, yet the fault is 
owin^ only to an ill conftitution of mind ; for there 
4re mftances of heroic uciturnity in women, as 
Alining as anv the men can boail; in whom this ill 
conftitntion is often no lefs vifible. Thofe women 
Who by reafbn and virtue have acquired a firmneft 
%nd (bUdity of ibul, are as fure repofitories of a fe- 
cret as the moft mafculine confident : fuch therefore 
Rionld be dear'd of the general accu(ation ; and their 
example (hews the reft, that nature has put them under 
no fatal neceflity of being thus impotent. A fecret 
u no fuch unruly thing but it may be kept in ; they 
may talu the wife man's word for it ; " if thou haft 
** heard a word let it die with thee, and behold it will 
" not burft thee." 

Thefe reflexions are in a particular manner additft 
to the fbfter fex ; not but that diey are ufe'fUl 49 anen 
too, modefty being a virtue in them as well as an wo* 
men, as it is of^ofed to impndenoe. To Iwrt that 
command of ones felf, as faimfolly ••0 keep the fecrets 
we are intrufted with* fhews a fbong mind, and is a 

piece 
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piece of daring manlinefsy which women may 
without breach of modefty. It would be well if 
would take it in exchange for that virile boldnds ^ 
is now too common even among ladies. Such a < 
nerate age do we live in, ^at every thing fccm 
•verted ; the different manners of {exes are confoun 
men fall into the effeminacy and delicacy of wo 
and women take ujp the confidence, the boldnc 
men, under a notion of good breeding. A i 
formerly reputed the colour of virtue, is reck 
worfe manners than thofe things which ought to 
cafion it. How do they ftand the infults of lewi 
at the Theatre ? and to blufh at them would Im 
counted a weaknefs which nothing but the (imp] 
of a country girl could excufe. A weaknefs that 
wears off in thofe who bring it to town with ti 
A few weeks playhoufe difcipline poliihes then 
that ruflicity, and advances them to a modifh a 
ance, which feldom terminates in itielf, but is deli 
to carry them on till they arrive at a perfect n 
moipholis. Their gefture, their language, nay i 
habit too, being afrcdedly mafculine, they have 
to ferve them even in their bedchambers, and n 
no fprupie of receiving vifits in their beds, to im 
the freedom of the. French, free only in vanity and 
pudence, and flaves in every thing elfe. So that, ' 
** others did not remember them to be women, th 
•• felves could cafily forget it. " 

Was this affedation confined to indifferent thinj 
were more tolerable ; but alas ! it extends farther j 
there are women, who think they have not mac 
fufficient efcape from their fex, till they have affu 
the vices of men too. A fober modefl dialed is 
effeminate for them ; a bluftering, ranting ilile is ta 
up ; and to fhew their proficiency in it, adorned i 
as many <nulu and imprecations^ as if they had had t 
breeding in ' a C^itip, and meant to vindicate their 
fit>m the imputation of timoroufnefs, by daring. < 
1 ,,.-'•" Almig 
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JT it li eo^ 

ftrt a M >^^^ii^!^<^ii l^ £t ; ofwhidt fort i« all lightne 

ach fhew a woman fo woarj' of her honour, that tl 



next camcrtnn).'rralbtiab!y expert a furpcnd*?r, and cotfi 
Icquenvly br inviicd lo the aftiiuit. TKerc is s light 
nds cf camAp? which rnay bccriminsLl, tho^ mthon 
imy IniftitltKl ]iKOQiiQmcy« zk k inflaLtnes dci'irv in tlji 
Imal^t %vhrthef it U graitited or i\Dt« lliis light 
nrfi is whitt mtuncn urt far fpom thinkii^g ^ vice ; i 
givrs tlitm AH air, as ihcy call it» and aicilaijoa 
which is Alw.-^vft an of^oc li^ nodcily. As for th| 
eihmiterie of %'moa% women ^ it h fo grnCa timi it da 
fcn'iM not to be corrected t ith let^uirs only ; tm 
where (omt have not abatidoi.^ ihcj^fclvcs to the tr^ 
molt liceiife in lewdnefs, y€t their lookup thai 
gcl^uref, their wit, if the)' hat-c siny, ttiid dl to ttiam 
tJ^uon, th«y i^ ill cHiami £tt all veittui e$, they will U 
sidnnrcdt he belmed^ ainl to cotnpaff their ^nd£, ex^ 
chaiige that truly lovely fianplicitys wJiich wa* the or- 
iijiliient of the women of old, E>r a fonvai-d biddiflg 
Impudence, ^vhicK i^ Ibrbidding to M men of fcnfe mi 
deficacy* One %'on tiers how )'Oung worne-ii fo foort 
acquire this impudent cttrrja^, lb contrar)^ to lieii 
satire modeJly : It majf fir ft ne taken up as fklluon 
iif drefs, merely in imitation of others, and embraced 
implicitly upon the authority of thofe whofc ejraaipks 
1^0 vem the mode. When a Jilly girU who has ftill 
fo much of the child as to admire every thing tbt 
glitters, fees thefe things pradlifed by die gay people cf 
the world, it is not flxange if [he takes tJiem as a part 
of thei^ accompli fti men ts, and upon peril of that lor- 
midabk calamity of being unfaihionable, conforms to 
them I which does not fo much extenuate the gdlt ofi 
thofc few feduccdperfcnsp as it aggravates that oi the 
fedueers, and attefts the corruptions of the age, that 
tJiofe things which the lefs hardened fort of proflittita 
were formerly afliamed of, ftiould now pa6 into th& 
fiidqi^iccy<and avowedne^f a £illiioii, and becU 
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he difcipline of youth ; as if vice now dif- 
Uve any punies in its fchool, and therefore 
Aeroos anticipation makes its pupils begin 
^ were \vont to end, initiating them firft into 
sfiiinefs, which was wont to be the product 
^^ long habit. This is not the only ftatc of 

( WGe ' hey who keep their ranks, and tho* they do 

^vlpi' e aflkuhs, yet Any to receive them, may be 

U from faR.*ty. She wlio lends a patient ear 

to the ^ c of her wit and beauty, may do it at firii 
perhaps . to jrratify vanity only ; but the flattery be- 
witches her m the endf and Ihe infenfibly declines to a 
kindnefs Rir that perfon who valutas her fo much : ihe 
will begin with thinking his paffion is only -an ef- 
teem, and» as fuch, cherifh that out ok vanity, 
which ihe afterwards will reward out of love: ilie 
will be lyt to put the bed conArudUon on whatever 
he fays and does ; his radeneifes will be taken for the 
violence of his fmflSon, and eafily obtain pardon : 
ihe, by degrees, fufFers in him what (he would take 
to be infoknt in another, and fancying in herfelfthat 
one who lovci; her fo much can never have a thought 
that is injurious to her, (he forgets that all his compli- 
ments are mercenary, all his paffion luA, that to hear 
him is imrnodcil, to be pleafed with him wicked; and 
if (lie does nut fly in time, (he will catch the flame 
that is kindled in him, and they both pcrilh in it for 
c\'cr, 

Hkvc a care how you prefume on the innocence of 
your firft intentions ; you may as well, upon the con- 
lidence of a found copftitution, enter a pelt-houfe, and 
convcde with the plague, whofe contagion does not 
more fubily infinuate itfelf than this fort of tempta- 
tion. Ana as in that cafe a woman would not llay to 
defire what were the critical diftance at which ihe might 
approach with fafctv, but would run as far from it as 
ihe could ; fo in this it no le(s concerns her to remove 
hcrielf from the poifibility of danger, and how un- 

G 3 faihionable 
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jaild.ch^ap comjpliance Jbegets .contemnt. While wo- 
men, govern tliemfe.lvcs by the.exddlnilie of "prudence, 
Iheir fufbe is li)ce the meridian fun iii its brightnefr* 
which,- tlieugh lefs ap|^oachable is counted more glori- 
,p^3. ,Hdw often 4o you hear men commend that af- 
pcfi of .ixiodeity which they woiild fain circumvent ? 
If women affeft finery and comlincfs to render 
die;n^lves agreeable o^ly, let them know, they are 
^ev^r. io comely and^Aqc, as. when they are clothed in 
viisKi^ .Jnf>Q<ltfty ; never £0 amiable as when thejr are- 
ftdorji.fd witji, the beauties of innocence and vutue. 
ByTxiyiig rj;feKcd, their triumph will be ti\c moreil- 
lftftnous; parley and conqucfl are the moil' diflant 

'. tlvings. 'She*vho dcfcendsto treat with an aflailant, 

' Whatever he may tell her of being her captive, his pur- 
j^ieTis.^toniake her his. He. pretends to be intirely 

,r9t..h^^d9vptipn, when all the while he is working 

. icf j4^ftm^Qn. tThe ferjltude of a proftitute is 
fhe xivijil uaviili In the world; fofbefides all the inte- 
rcils of another life, which fhe bafely refigns, fhc 

. lacrifi^es all th»it is valuable in this ; (he puts her rc- 
put4ti<)n wholly in the*, power of him who has debauched 
Ker, and which is v/orfc, her reformation too; If fhe 
fliould have " a i^iind to return to virtue, flic dares not 

. for fear he fliowld divulge her former ftrayings from it. 
Thus, like Cataline, Ihe is engaged to. future e\'ils, to 

. &j:urqtbc pall : She Aihjeils herfelf not only to his lull, 
.Dut.tp all' his humours and" fancies; and not only 
.^ his, .but to the fiincies and humours of all thofe 
who had be<»n inftrumental to their privacies. None 
of them all muft be difpleafed, for fear they ihould 

'. tlkb ; .and when it is remembered what fort of cattle 
they are, which are encjuircrs in fuch aifairs, there 
can fcarce be any thing more deplorable, than to be 

, within their lafh. It is true indeed, fome have found 

a way. to cure this unearincfs, by being their own de* 

latorb, not only confeiTing, but boalting the crime. 

They imagine they am prevent accufauon by impu- 

G' 4. dcnce,, 
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dence,^ an^ iry feexhin^ to deipi/c ihame, eilde 
I to avoid it. What mifcry arc fuch creatures ftlle 
to! need there be a hell fo jpuniih them ?' Th4 
infulced by wretches as mifcrable as themiclves, 
have no defence againfl their infults, but that ( 
.. fenfibjlit)'. Thofe cf them that are leaft siband 
have cften rccourie to this worft of mifchiefs tp : 
them ^ominfainvy impatient of being always ir 
they think as Carfar did, ' " It is better to die 
*' than \)c . always in fear ;" thopgh an opci 'dc 
of reproach may cure'the fear ; yet it proves the i 
whereas in ihe impeachment cf ethers, there is 
for dc iibts, and charity may incline feme t© diib 
it. To jijftify the fact mckcs the evidence nncui 
lable, and renders the offender' doubly infajnoot 
"biiidcs the infamy which adherecto the cHmc, th 
a'jdiilind" j^rtion due to the imjpudence ; yet lik 
^fccrpioii, it mufl ciire its own (lmg«' and though i 
crcafes the obloquy, yet it deaden/, the fenfe of it. 
V; !>eh their fortTheads art thus fletled againft all 
prcillons cf iLanic,- they arc ilill lialle to any 
painful efFtfts of their fn. What fears of being 
what jealoufics of rivals do often torture them ? 
not without ground J for they caBnot but know, 
thr .feme humour of variety which engaged 
g'aiants in their love, may do the fame for another, 
another ;. and fo on ; in which they will often hav 
mortification to fee themfclvcs ncglefted and fori 
for fuch as h'.ve neither their beauty nor their 
fancy f..i]g the tyrant of thispnfllcn, it is as po 
to graip air, as to ccnfine a wandering lull. Be: 
v/hat anxicu.*; apprcheiificns have they of the appi 
of r.gc, whicli they are fure v,ill render them loi 
arid dcfj^i cable, as alfo of all intermediate decaj 
be»iu*y r How critically do tlicy ex«amiiic their g 
and ev.'»; ; wrinkle it rcprefents in their face, bec< 
a decu caih in the heart. But if they have at any 
the Icilure, or indeed the courage to look inwani. 



MODESTY. 229 

view is yet more dreadful, a deformed foul, fpoiled of 
its innocence, and rendered almoft as bnitifh as the fm 
it has confented to. Though it be in fome refped like 
the " beaft thAt perifheth'*, it is not, it cannot be in 
that which would avail it moft : an endlefs bein? it can- 
not lofe, nor can it expert any thing from mat pre- 
eminence of its nature, but an infinity of mifery. This : 
is fudi ^fi amazing coniideration, as, methinks fhould 
allay the hotteft blood, no impure flames being fo fierce 
as to conteit with thofe of unquenchable fire : It is there- ' 
fore a very impious, no un&ilful artifice of* thofe who 
would corrupt the manners of women, to vitiate their 
principles, and by extinguifhing all hopes or fears of 
of another world, perfaade them to immerfe-.boldly into ' 
all the abominations of this. They find them eaiily de- 
luded where they defire to be fo : They believe what is 
moft pleaiing to lull : They would have a full fwing of 
pleafure upon earth, and fuch can. never haye any hope,, 
any defire of the joys of heaven : they bury themfelve*. 
in fenfe, and without fevere repentance, will never rife 
again but to eternal damnation ; they wiih there may 
be no future life, knowing that it muU be a terrible one 
to them, by their manner of fpending this.: They defy 
the Almighty daily by their impurities ; C^ they think 
of appearing before him,, to give an account of their 
wicked lives,, without horror ? Would it not be bettes 
for them there fhould be no God before whom to ap- 
pear, than an omnifcient all-feeing one, who has been 
a witnefs of their, moft fecret fms, and even the pol- 
bition of their hearts ? The mountains they will call 
upon to cover them from the prefcnce of the Qod of pu- 
rity, are immoveable, and they muil Raild fully ex* 
pofcKi to his intolerable wrath. Better for them that they 
could return to their original nothing ; an^ becaufe it is 
ib much for their intereli, that there ftioiild be no God» 
the way to feduce them, is, toperfuade them thereis none. 
'fhis is now an art of courtfhip ; this age dares not trull 
only to the former ways of feducement^ the tempter, is 
G 5 ^ fo^. 
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fcB-body ftnd.ibuly by cotraptin^ the one wit&.m 

ftity, and the other with Li5ddbty, by vitiatiAg^ 

morals,and Securing their impenitence. Many ^wx 

aie fomochmoie concerned ibr their bodies than 

fouls, that they axecontented the one ihourld be ele 

upon thetleprefHon.of the other: While with a 

. fEaniforttb^can baur this oatward form applaiide 

iievgelicai or diiczne ; thejr can very tamely cndu 

heu" their 'better part vilify*d and defpiied, d^fim 

beonfy a puff of air. in their noftrils, which will ( 

«ith their expiring bncath, or in thea thetfU p] 

•• vaniftias.die foft air;" V/hcrcas theyfhouid con 

thattbey wfaajpreach tlmdo^bine to them, deftgn ii 

toinferapemtcxausufe.. It is a maxim in politicks, 

thofe^amniels ihoold be fudiciently /canned, which 

in At front the adyerfary's intereil. This, is ccn 

never jnore.vi£hle than in the cafe we are difcoi 

of; he who. has once gained this point, never 

iag to conteftibr all the reft : for .-he who can pei 

a woman out of Jhcr ibal will icon co:r.nLand her I 

then what was .at firfl hb iotereii. becomes hers al 

andhei-.wiihes.of the immortali^ of the fcul aic 

. ftroagcr dian.it is pcflilde her .belief eoiUd be ; v/} 

an abundant .confirmation of what :has been ai'nrir 

the ^Tvile wretched condition of fuch a perfon . I 

not '^he CQflfciences of many cannot only atteil 

much.impicve the deicrirption of the deplorable 

they are in. Con Ailt .that bofom monitor^ ygn 

havp oHf ndod ; without that, .all Jefbires of nu 

and innocence will. be initgnLficant. 

Vhnfe who are yet untainted, and by bein^ fb 
thcirjudgments clear and unbiaf&d, ihould foberl 
fidcr the mifery of their condition, not only t 
plarud but fecnre their own : And whenever the i 
the fpleadar, the dnefs, the equipage of a vi 
woman, ibem to. proclaim her happinefs, let then 
ihroujrh that, fallacy, and anfvswr, ** That thofe or 
jiappy whoace ii»at£bcdr jead.'* Their moft fhink 
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.,.i.^«.. ate lu'wc': ujic duinaci> riv*4ii i*i litovy in 
cfi, in furniture, in equipage* andcxpcnce, tlian.ia 
J.mrr)'. That l«»vcr who oflTcrs the woman he at- 
cks a fitic houie and a auch, will tnuch fooner pre- 
^^"^lian Jve who offrrs her his heart* Pride his been 
Iter biuvd to tii^ch-UHtv than incoiuinency. Women 
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ihem have 

^*M1 viTtwous^ 

- as of their bor*. 
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trayed her to it, and brings a perpetual blot on her name 
and family. For in the charadcr of a woman , let wit 
and beauty, and all fcnude accomplifliments ftand in 
the front, yet if wantonnefs bring up the rcarj Ac 
fatire foon devours the panegyrick ; ^nd as in an-echo, 
the lall words only will reverberate, her vice' will be 
remembered when all the reft will be forgotten'. ' ' " 

There is one worldly confideration, which it will not 
be aniiis for women to think upon in their condu6l ; and 

' that is, their being molt expofed to cenfure ; and they 
lliould therefore be mofl careful not to give occafion for 
it. Their a^cns, ihcirgcflures, their looks, are nar- 
rowly obferved by both fexes, the one tb corrupt, the 
other to con'^cmn them. They ihould be always on 
their guard againil fcardal, their reputation being of 
the kind of thofe nice flowers, which theleafl blall wi- 
thers and killf. Immodefty in their behaviour will want 
no fpies to betray itfelf; it ilrikes and (hocks at once; 

; ^nd impuderiCe will expofe the fairell woman to the 
difgrace of being both afFronted and contemned. Itti 

* ''n6t Only the ChrilKan religion that injoins the nraAice 
of this virtue, natural morals alfo teach it. Fnendfhip 
^nd acquaintance with immodeft people, was fcanda- 
4ous in the times of pagan darknefs, Chriftianity, whofe 
dc6lrines are full cf leffons of parity and innocence, 
(hooM make us rriine in all things upon the virtues of 
the he.ithens ; for what with them was indecent only, 
' is with us damnable. 

Since the acquaintance and friendfhip of vitiated 
women is fb fhameful, it is of the greateft importance 
to the fex, to make a judicious choice of their com- 

Sany : A duty as much incumbent on men, as has been 
lewn in the foregoing pages, but efpecially on wp- 
men, to prefervc their njcdefty unblemifhed. Vice is 
contagicus, and immodefty has particularly the worft 
quality of the plague ; '^s maliaous and would infect 
others. A woman, who knows herfelf fcandalont, 
ctujiks (he is reproached by the viftue ^f anoclier> boks 

on 
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on her, as it b faid'itl the book of wifdoAi, as 6kie " made 
to reprove her ways ; *' and ia her own defence ftrives to 
lem the ineaaality: the more another has of herguik, 
the lefs (he fancies (he has cf it hcrfelf ; as if the bur- 
dening another would ea'fe her own b\irden. But (in is 
' full offpite; and though ill wonicn put on the moll en- 
gaging outfideSy when they are contriving the ruin of 
Uie inhocenty they are malice within, and deiign nothiiig 
but to make them as wretched as th^mfelvcs. Theywifi 
by all arts of condefcenfion endeavour to betray a vik>- 
mail of reputation ; and if they fucceed, if they can but 
ori«:e entangle her in that cobweb, friendlhip, they 
then fpider-like, infufe their venom, never leave thfcir 
vileinnnnations, until they have poi(bned and ruined her. 
If, oh the other hand, they meet with one of too much 
fagacity to be infnared ; if they cannot taint her inno- 
cence, they-l^-ill endeavour to blaft her reputation, rc- 
pre(ent her to thr world, to be what they would ha\'e 
made her, fach a one as themfelves. On which account 
there is no conveHin^ ^ith them but with a maniieft 
■ tml of honour and virtue. It is true, ic is not always 
u one's power to (hun the meeting of fuch perfons; 
•'Wy are too numerous and too intruding to be totally 
avoided, onlefs, as iixe apoftle fays, * * one (hould go out of 
the world ;" i>ut all \x)lunta]ry converie fuppofes a choice, 
whidi every body that will may refrain, may keep on 
tlie ntmoil frontiers of civility, without futfcring any 
" approach towards intimacy and fomiliarity. 

y^ere dus diftance onlyobferved it might be of excel- 
lent ofe ; a kind of lay excommunication, which might 
leafonably fopply the want of the cccle(ia(Hc, either 
anite neglemd, or generally made nfe of againft of- 
mces that are purely civil. And thooeh people are not 
injoined to avoid uirir company in ^1 cafes, yet the 
-- mngit, at often as it can be done conveniently, is equal- 
ly a duty and an advantage.- This vrauld not only fe- 
• cule the innocent, but wmild have a good effedk on the 
gailty, who would be athamcd to & lhu» (Ingled out 

and 
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^Mkd difcriiritriated; whereaswfailje they are fuffered 
m» IMith (he bvilL ibcicuesy like hunted ^eer in a hi 
-they flatter themielves they are .undircernifaie. In^ 
the advantages of this courfe is yet more extcrnfive, 
would reach the whole fex, which now ieems to lie an 
A general fc^indal for the fault of j^articular j>crfQns. 
. conAderable number of fmutty ears caft a -blacknefa 
4t^ wkoic iield, which yet, were ihey a^rt» would ] 
baps not fiU a iinall comer oi it : aiid in this uncb 
Me a^e things are ^pt to be denomiaa^e^t net irom 
«eater but worfe part; whereas were the good feve 
from tlie bad by fome note of dillin^on, the^ m\ 
tiien a more certain cilimate be made; and wiiapeyer 
imalice cf man may pretend, it is not to be doubted, 
the fcandalous part of the fex would then make bi 
iinall (hew, which now makes fo great a noife. 'I 
yanityof ferae men, the ill-nature of others^ the ei 
pf fome wumen, the malice of others, have done ih 
worft, in endeavouring to le^en the credit of that i 
jiv'hic^ having fewer opportunities, fewer tenyptatiou 
fin, has always -been moll eminent for-vcUgion-aiid i 
tue. The beft way for uomcn of honour to vindic 
it, is to make their own virtues as iljuftrious as they-c 
and ;by the bright fliining of that, draw off mens e 
froin the worft prolpji^t. To this» not only iiwoc^ 
hut prudence is requifite, ^* to ^b^in/' afiUtntvaP^ 
'* io from the appeal iince of it too." 

Mr. ny wpmen have ^cqiiired as ill cha^^^ers By tli 
i4idifcrctir*n only,, as others by their incontinence.. I 
as bad with refpeA to the world to ^ppe^ wicked aa 
be reidly ib. ohc who values not the virtue of mode 
in her words and drefs, will not be. thought tofet mi 
price upon :t in her a^ons; ai\d though (tie may ^ 
her confciouinefs of her own abilineace is fufficienty 
IB as much an offence to the virmous . ts the a4 
^ofkndtT, and as much to be i^voxded. 

Chnibe and «^^ife women will not give ihe kaft.P 
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thtt defire occaL^ii ; they deny themfelves the moft inno* 
cent libertic^s, if they are attended with the leaft itiipi- 
doa of ofience; and no caution is perhaps ievere enough 
to lecnre us againft the malicioMs andtlie jealous, though 
U is poflible fbme black mouth may afperfe them, yet 
they have ftill Plato's reierve, who bt^ine told of fome 
tfiat defamedhim. " It is no matter, faid he, I will live fo 
that none (hall believe them.'' If their lives be fuch that 
they may acquit themfelves to the fobcr and unpreju- 
diced, they have all the. fecurity that can be afpirtd to in 
this world; the more evincing atteftation they mull at- 
tend fh>m the unerring tribunal in the other, where 
there lies a certain appeal for all injured perfons who- 
can calmly wait for it. 

Modefty may be farther confldered as it is a branch of 
ibbriety, and is to chaAity, temperance, and humi- 
lity, as the fringes are to a garment ; nor is it to be re- 
garded as any thing lefs than divine grace moderating; 
an over-a£tive and curious mind, and guiding the pul- 
iions ; it is diredly oppofite to whatever is bold and inde- 
cent* and in an efpecial manner to curioftty. 

How then do they err againil this virtue, who fearclC 
into the iecrets of the Almighty, whofe curiofity intrudes 
into the counfels of heaven, who cenfure the ways of 
Providence, andnot fatisfied with the laws of God pro- 
claimed to all the world, require new laws for themfelves,. 
and for want of a new table are their own legLQators. 

It is a hard and diiiigreeahle taflc to ftudy and know 
one'.,*! ielf : who Ins m<.Kle(ly enough to acquaint him- 
iclf with his iiuirndties ? V/no is humble enoug[h to be 
content with his Ibtion, and not afpire to be let mto the 
.Arcana of government? Indeed thojfe who would ex- 
. dude all men from concerning themfelves with the my de- 
nes of Hate, unlefs they are called^ it, ^ive one reafon 
:|D fear they are like thofe juglers, who wail not let thoie 
. chat come to fee them approach too near, left they fhould 
.dtfeover- their tricks, and the myftery end all in knavery- 
^t/Co be always pf>ing iatt> fcoets of king? and princes 

is 
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is a folty aiid a fault, in fuch as are not made uie ofin 
the condud of rhem : indeed all men are, in Tome mea- 
fure, alUnvcd to be fbiicitous about it; government is 
for the good of the people, and as their happinefs or 
mi((?ry depend upon the good or ill miniAry of it, a 
modelt concern for it is very allowable ; but to extend 
one's curioftty to things we arc not capable of knowing 
or influencing^, and tli;it with a prefumption and uneaii- 
nefs unbecoming our duty and ftation, is an error that we 
(houid endeavour to c<»rre^t, and do the fame when it it 
employed in lower affairs if they do not belong to ns» 
A bufy-brxly muil be impudent ; he that meddles unafkcd 
with other mens matter;>, unlefs witli charitable iatentt* 
ons, will hardly ever trouble himfclf, when there is need 
of his chanty. Such ofEcious neighbours are their 
greateft nufance; the itch of knowing keeps them al- 
ways uneafy, and therefore they will never let any body 
elfe Ix; at eafe. Another kind of immodefty, very irou- 
blefome and unneighbourly, is that of hearkening at 
ocoplc's doors and windows ; it is invading your neigh- 
bour's privacy ; it lays that open which he would have 
had inclofed, and is as dangerous as it is indecent. 

Jf we aim to be good for another world as well as 
this, we mufl^ not c.( ntcnt ourfeh'es with confidering 
what would make us agreeable to men only, but what 
would make us pleafmg in the fight of God ; and our 
con fi derations fhould have an eye to that in whatever 
we do. Wherefore let not the reader think us tedious 
or impertinent, when we fpiritualize worldly things, and 
do our endeavours to make them uieful towards thofe 
that are heaycnly. 

Every irian has fms enough in his own Ike: evei^ 
man ha>/his ihare of trouble, and evils enough in his 
ownibrtune ; and as to the performance of his duty he 
will find, upon examining himfetf, enow of omimons 
and errors to entertain his enquiry ; for which reafons, 
curiofity after the affairs of others cann6t be withont 
envy and an evil mind. What is it to n>e if my ncigk- 

boQr*s 
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frinccd witj^ flowers ; here behold a. river cutting it* 
crooked couHe through jnoftpleafant fields^ and gliding 
•jgently under a lon^;. parterre, as green as the opening 
fpring, and as even as the new mowed meadow. Cn 
tiiie margin fee rows of trees hanging their ijpreadi*ng 
br^ch^s over the murmuring waters ; beho1a» on the 
Othe!r handy long vifloes extending to a fpacious iotiik, 
Whe)«, after it has travelled through the greatefl order, 
^ .ihe ^ye is loft in woods and wilds. Look round an:d fe^ a 

* n6ble feat, the elegance .and fituation of whicli nle^fe 
ilike.bbth the fancy arid judjgjmcnt; and from, thence 

* fearry.yoiir eye over a charmihg variejty of hijls aiid 
dj|lei« woods and edifices^ rill it is.bounded by ^he Ho- 
nzbn. WiU y6u fay, this lovely fpot, this garden, and 
this maxiiibn. are the efflao of chance ? mil you fqp- 

. Jjpfe tW^l'wcft things meet together swd^ 
'ibtft^i^iy/Srbu will rauicr.cotiimel^ thi^ otj&i'; 'tfie dif- 
T/i^fifiS^n i&tthtei, %. jv^gtiifeiit an(l fancy. <^t the. iiilc- 
[ hkm cif>9<tiver. ' M.y f]pto yghts .S;(r6uld : be the fame With 
' .yours, and J. -ftiovild immediately fuppofb it' to be die 
dwetliiig ofibfneperfoh of fortune and magnificence, 
who hn!a fpfdredfor neither coft nor art to m^e'it wor- 
thy th€ .generous o\vner. Yet what is this p'-ece of 
. ^rpimd fo ordered, and on the beautifying oF which all 
'the- art of tfhe moft fkilful workmen has been employed ; 
iT'the Whole eatth is but an atom hanging in the air f 
tltSLT then lu>w my author improves this i maginadon . 

Yon 9Fe placed on fome part of this atom ; you muft 
-needs be very little, fince you hold there fo Httie rcom i 
yet you have eyes in\perceptible, like two points. Open 
them, however, towards heaven. What is fometimcs 
(he obje^Sk of your obfervations there? Is it the mooa 
when at the full ? It is radiant then, and ver)' beautiful ; 
though all its light be but the reflexion of the fun*s, it 
appears as large as the fun itfelf, Inrgcr than- the otht-r 
planets, than any of the (lars. But be not deceived by 
outward appccir«:nce, nothing in hea\ en is fo little as the 
moon : the extent of its fuperficies exceeds not the thir- 
teenth 
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teenth part, its folidity not the eight and fortieth, 

. diameter, which is two thouiand two hundred a 
miles, not a quarter part of th^t of the earth. I 
truth is, that what makes it (b great in apjpearan 
proximity only ; itK diKance from us being no 
than thimr times the diameter of the earth, c 
hundred thoufand miles. Its courfe is nothing i 
pariibn of the prodigious long race of the fiin, i 
certain, it run§ not above fixteen hundred and 

. thoufand miles a day, which is not abovie lixt 
thou&nd five hundred miles an hour, or one t)i 
.one hundred and twenty five miles in a minutf 
yet to complete. this courfe, it muft run five tl 
and fix hundred times fafter t'**" *» race-hoi^ ch 
t««Uv6 miles an Jiour : it muft be eighty timet 

\ than the fiwnd of a cannon,' or of thunaer» whi 
Oght hundbnpd and one anil thirty miles an lioui 

\ author builds here on the old PtoleiAean fylltm 

; motion of the fun, which I do not think fit to 
with him here : for whether the earth or the fuii 

■ . the prodigious fwiftnefs of the motion will'be alii 
niihing. He proceeds: but if you will oppofe thi 
to the fun, with refpeft to" its greatnefs, its d: 
or its courfe, you will find there is no comparifb 
made between them : remembeif only, that the 
ter of the earth i^ nine thoufand miles, that of 
is a hundred times aslarge, which-is nine hundre< 
faud miles. Now if this be the breadth of it eve 
judge you what its fuperfici^s, what its folidity n 
Do you apprehend the vaflnefs of its extent, an< 
million of fuch dobes as the earth being laid to 
would not exceed the fun in bigncfs ? How gre 
you cry then, muft the diitance of it be, if oi 
judge of it by its fmallnds in appeiu-ance ? It is 

, is prodigious great ; it is demonftrated, that tl 
diitance from tlic earth can be no lefs than ten tl 
times the earth's diameter, or ninety millions of 
and ii may be four timeb, perhaps fix limes, perl 
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It mult fallniiK-t 
<u>n 10 the eui-lh, vvi 
ndr^ and fivu 
> in pcrfunii 
ktis prodigitHis in the ii 
»m tbc e^irth is at \cAii tf. i ^ 
lhi1*F» no kfs than nine hundred thoiit t" 

lc*« and this ilonc would be ahovc il ^ d.l 

I forty yciirs in its faU from Saturn to tlie earth* 
His elevation of Saturn's, raife your iiu:i;i in alio; 
if you c^n, as lo conceive die in 
tirft:, Tht circle which S-irLini 
jtighteen hiind red niilJions of d,j 

Licntly above five thouGind kn^. ..u,*^:.u ju*i.i^ii^ 
PS circumfefcnci!; fo that x rucc-lioH'c which I. j 
afc to run thirty miles an hour, muft be tw •''*'' 
livchuridred and forty eight yesiri in ;. 
,,^tind^ 

lliich more i» ilill to be f;ud on the mir^lcs oriJi|f&^ 
blc wcrldj or to ri>eak in the phiaie of ih • 'V-ti? 
the wonder?* of chance, which they illow 

^fc of all things. It is iXill more ^vonucriui i 
katipns than tliey iinaginc, Lcani what chan 
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is^ 0r rather be iirftru^d in tht kiiofirW|« of lAftpoH 

cfour God, ^M 

Do you know that ihit d'ftjatice <>f the fan fMnH 
«^tth^wHicK is niacty millkWof milest aud dtat«^H 
tum* wliich is nine hundred millions erf mile^, ait f^^M 
I confideniblc, if oppofed m that ofihc other ftjiri* dfip 
' no compafifon cin cxprefs the true meafiire •ftlicl^^J 
tef ? For J indeed, what prcipDrtian is th^ic betweni «nf* 
thing that can be meiirured. Jet its actent be whac it vtfillt 
arid that which it is itnpofiihle to meafure ? if the hcijjhl 
of a ftaj* c^hot be fennuTi, it is^ if I may fo fpei^k, ini' 
jncsifiirable. ' All angles, finus's und ^Kir^lajfes h^ttme 
ufel^fi^ xf one goes about tn compete it; and ihoilMofl* 
man obfen^ a fixed ftarfmiin London, ^nd anotlicrtaB 
Js^jAti, the ivtQ i'ihts \h^t fhould resch from their cfd 
to thfit ftar, would tniikc no aagle s.t all, and woul<f Ifc 
cohfoi^nifed tbgh-Ker" \h mt and the iame line, fo m^m 
fideii^ble is the fpac^ of tJie whole earth, in com|t«H 
of th^ dilbiticc. If tu'o ^^ilronomci s fhoiald IbliKl^H 
one on the eirthi ^nd the oth^r in tiie fun^ ^^jH 
ihence ihould bbfert-e one ftar at the fam* ttm^|^| 
ivio Wn^ rays of thefe two aftronomers would n^M 
a|jp?atMriC€ form a n angic . To c on cei ve th^ fanif cmB 
another way J fapj^ofe a man placed on one of the-^H 
this fun^ thh earth, jind the ninety millions of triflH 
between thcin, would feem to him but as one poiflt, Afj 
yv^ich there are demonitradotis giV^n; for tlits reafcfii' 
the diftancc between any twq Itars is not to be meafaw^ 
aa ticaf as they appear to one another; yo*i v^qiM 
ttnnk, if you judged by your eye, the Pleiades aluMlt 
touch one anotlicr: there is z liar feems to be pttcei* 
OD oneof thofe which make the tail of the great bear J 
your fight can har4b'' perceive chat pan of the h^avicfis 
which diviJes rheiti; diey make together as k wilt 
bDtonedotibleilar: j-rtifthe moll' ftilful alboncm^ 
cannot with aTl their art find oirt their di fence fram 
each 6^hcr, how far af under muft t\v& ftars be whUlt 
appear ncmotc? Attd bow much further yet from &M 

aiK^thcr 
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Abitof any thing which is mouldly» tho* no bigger 
than a grain of land, appears, thro' a microfcopf , like 
a heap of many plants, of which fome are plainly feen 
. to bear flow'ers and other fruits ; fome are buds only, 
and others are withered. How extremely fmall muA be 
the roots and fibres thro' whidi thefe little plants re- 
ceive their nourilhment? And if one confiders, that 
thefe plants Ix^ar their own feed as well as caks or 
pines, or that thefe fmall animals are multiplied by ge- 
neration, as well as elephants and whales, whither will 
not fuch obfervatious lead one ? Who could work all 
thefe things which are fo fine, fo exceeding fmall, that 
no one can perceive them ; and that they, as well as the 
heavens boxxler upon infinity itfelf. 
i Such curious enquiries into the wonders of the crea- 
^ tion are apt to caufc fcepticifm in weak minds, but furely 
^ without any reafon ; the heavens, and all that is con* 
^ tained in them, are not to be compared in noblenefs and 

* dignity with one of the meanell men upon earth. There 
^ can be no other proportion between them than what 

* there is between matter, which is deflitute of fentiment, 
' and is only an extent according to three dimcnfions, and 

a fpirituaJ, reafonable, or intelligent being. Tlie 

whole univerfe, if it be made for man, is, in a litcn.l 

* fenfe, the lead thing that God has done for him ; die 

prcof of which may be drawn from religion . Man there- 

fere is neither pa'iumptuous nor vain, when fubmiting 

to the evidence of truth, he owns the adv:intagcs he has 

received ; and might be taxed with blindneis and flu- 

, pidity , did he rctu fe to y i eld h imfelf convinced thro* the 

multitude of proofs which religion Uys before him, to 

ffliewhim the greatncfs of iiis prerogative,, the certainty 

of his refuge, the reafo^ir.bKncfs of his hopes, and to 

" teach him wl;at he is, an«.l wii- 1 he may be. 

Some people, whole curioiii/ aft'efts more 10 ;^u::..Ij 
themfelves and others, than to convince, obje£t, that 
the moon is inhabited ; and what is the ccifequence, if 
it is fo ? If from the fearches you have made into the 

V'oL. I H prodigies 



know that we are fb ; we have proofs, demonl 
and convi^ions for all that we are to believe 
and oarfelves. Let the nations who inhabit I 
tial globes, whatever thcfe nations are, be mi] 
their own concerns ; they have tlieir cares, 
have ours. You have observed the moon, y 
found its ipots, its deeps, its ruegcdneft, ii 
tion, its extent, its cour(e, its Ecbpfes : Let i 
that no Aftronomer has done more : Contri^'cn 
new and more exadl indruments ; obferve it ag 
whether it^ is inhabited, what are its inhs 
whether they are like men or whether they ar 
men : Let me look after you, and let us both 
\^nccd, that there are men wlio inhabit the moo 
then we will confider whethei- thofe men areC 
or noy and whether God has made them (hart 
vours with us. 

As many millions of years as can be compn 
within the limits of time, are but an inilant cc 
with the duration of God, who is eternal. Th< 
of the whole iiniverfe, are but the point of an 
being compared with his immenfity. What 
tion can there indeed be between finite, and ii 
What is a man's life, or the extent of a grain o 
which is called the earth ? What the fmall part 
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nderftanding» prefames to difcover the eternal 
»f the Creator^ whofe power aad glory appear 
le in all things. 

fearches cf curiotis a^d hamble minds into na« 
I more and more cotilirm him in holy admiration 
vreatnefi and goodnefs of God. There are no 
3 weak as to & incapable of thefe meditations ; 
i fenfe everv where ofier objedts to mankind, 
as often as they fee, they mull account for them 
providence. TeU me why this turf brings forth 
this year, and a plantane tlie next ? Why the 
lears his ^ed In his heart, and wheat bears it 
»ar? Why a graft taking nouriihmcnt from a 
dc (hall have fruit more noble than its nurfe 
rent ? Why the beft oil is at the top, the bell 
L the middle, the beft honey at the bottom? But 
mocent inquiries are not what pleafe the over-in* 
c and bufy-bodies ; they delight in tragedies, and 
>f crimes and misfortunes ; for which reafon a 
. prelate of our diurch has (aid, ** envy and idle- 
married together, and begot curiofity," whidi is 
mtinence of the mind. Adultery itfelf is often 
ybutacuriousinquifition after andenvying of ano* 
.n's happincfs. Many haverefu fed fairer onjefts to 
le po(f<^on of women, purely becaufe they were 
by odiers. Such inquifitions are feldom without 
, never without bafencfs; they are neithti juft, 
left, nor delightful, andveryfrequentlyulclelsto 
rious inquirer. For men Hand upon liieir gu^rJ 
: them, as they fecurc their meat again ft vermin, 
all their counfcls and fccrcts out of the way. 
us now confidcr acls of moJelly, as oppofed to 
fs, and efpecially witli i/;fpcdl to religion ajid ho 
not to feed cunofity by explaining the diHii cut 
>f modelly, but to cxpofc: the wickednels oi' bold- 
md excite men to reform the errors they ha\'e eoir.- 
againft tliis virtue. To the end we Ihould always 
)0ttt us Xuch impreflions of tevereace and fear of 
Hz God 



and our weaknefs. He who is merry in a fton 
t)r rallies the roaring of thunder, regards not w 
fpeaks to the whole earth, biit is pofleft with a 
modedy. It is not the knowledge of the natur 
that is fufficient to cxcufe his temerity ; for if h 
the caufes, he knows alfo the terrible cfFecb 
ought to make him ferious and modcih 

The virtue we are treating of teaches us to 1 
ent and referred in the prefence of our fuperiors 
to all, according to their quality, their titles of 
ivc are net to judge of the merit of thofe that en 
titles, nor by what means they acquired thei 
partial judgments would diminilli our refpedl 
honours and titles; and if we let our pauior 
us, we ihoul d never keep within the bounds of i 
"but fet ourfelves on a level, and perhaps above 
whom we owe refpeft and reverence. Let u 
forward in fpeaking, let our anfwers be pertin« 
cfpccially let us not interrupt others, than which 
gives greater offence in converfation. Prefen 
3ie fairefl fide of your difcourfe and tempei 
truth, and if you have ralhly faid that whicl 
true, do not juftify it; confefs your fault, alk 
and make amends. Never boafl of fin, but at h 
veil on your nakednefs, that you may have thi 
ning of repentance, to believe your fin to be you 
He who blufhes not at his crimes, but adds im 
to his guilt, has no inftrument left to re (lore hi 
hopes of virtue. Be not confident and pofitive ii 
ful matters, report things modcflly and temj 
pretend not to more knowledge than you have, 
tent to ftcm ignorant when you are fo, or ex 
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ate of ignorance and confidence, to be defpifed and 
ivbided. As there is modefly oppofed to boldnefs, fo is 
there oppofed to indecency, which fhould be obferved 
in all a^ of woHhip with morc than common czue. 
Ofe reverend poftures at your de/otions, and great at- 
tention ; be careful however that you do not content 
jrourfelf with outward ceremony, and not humble your 
mind as well as your body. People, who lay great llrefs 
an bodily poftures and geflures, do rarely find their fouls 
aflb^led as they ought to be ; the mind, when it is truly 
touched with motions of piety, will naturally fhew itfclf 
Hvith lowlinefs and humility; confcious that it is in the 
prefciice of a God whom it is always offending, and from 
whom none of its fecrct offences are concealed. But'thofc 
who bow with their body, while their foul is exulting 
with the pride of its innocence, or rather revelling with 
Ideas of wordly enjoyments ; who mind not what they 
are about, but as foldiers do at exercife, and move not 
but as they are injoined by difcipline, or prompted by 
cuitom : to fuch too much ceremony will be a rock on 
which they will be furc to fplit, by giving all to the 
form, ana nothing to the power of gocuinefs. 

As to our behaviour towards man, we fhould in all 
public meetings, private addreffes, in difcourfest in 
journeys, ufe the forms of falutation, reverence, 
an'd decency, which cuilom prefcribes, and is ufual 
among fobcrperfons. Our enthufiafb, who abufe the 
Holy Spirit by imputing tlieir enthufiams to its divine 
impulfe, err, in this as in drefs ; and when one may 
by all their other anions obferve their hearts are full of 
pride, affedt a rudencfs which is as ridiculous as it is 
unmannerly ; they will not give honour, but they will 
take it ; and as much as they are for levelling all that 
are above them, they expca diftance and reverence 
from all that are below, 'i'his is humour, if not pride, 
and is indeed confiftent with the reft of their religion, 
which i3 all confufion and extravagance. 

H 3 Modeft 
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t MocIcH }K«pk wiJl, in sdl cafes of qtiftftjon comeM 
ing civil prccedefice, |ivc it to any one llral will m 
it. How very fooltfh is it in thofe that fenrc at tke J 

I tET, to fufierihis aJfcdadon of preference to pTtirdlJ 

them ft Ives J or their rcbdona? The higheil feat In 11 
fyniT^gne, the firfl phmc at a fetft, mid a] I {nth fA 
tetltrnce, i^ what oihen would aii^l ought to be wUaB 
to yield to ihem, out of deference to thedignit)^ of tM 
• office ; but when it h iniiftcd upon with heat, and ijj 
IcaTi liiilure in a man's iiondiid on thii account m 
fented fo as to be remarkiibk and troublefoine^ it iifl 
. i^t once all the reverence that was their ducj whidi cqH 
i Q be a debt when demanded- Homi lily i.s t*ie dilHn|tBH 
i n g t hani Qer of God 's ferv an DJ , and partic «larl_y of C&QI 
thiir aremorciraraedi^ttt-dy employed in his flmcc: M 
;i [loverty cf fpirit, not a ilavioi coiD|iliaiice wlt| H 
Wills ©f oth«r?, hutii hcjly fubjeflion to that of mI 
and a confdoiifnefs of our own infalSciency, ■ 

A n c th e rna Ic r f m ode ft y^ a s i t h a s r efped to dtuscatjl 
Tt to obfrrve fcafons. Not to mourn at aweddini^, nd 
Jiugh at a f unera], but *• to rejoice with them ihalld 
ioic^, and weep with ihem that weep." 

-ftll waiton and diffolute laughter, petuhmt and 4m-' 

, comely jelts, l#ud talking, jeering, and all fuch aiS^iontll 

, wh ic h are call ■ d i nci vil i tics in m j n ners, are ofieri cei llftl 

. £ gain ft ChriUian modt'ft)^, A dutifnl and humble c>t' 

riare towards parents h injoined by the laws of Ge4i 

«ind a jticek complaif^nt behaviour to v/ard a our rtrlatioi^ 

and friends, will increafe the number of iKc lattefg mil 

. endear us to them as much as the higheH obligations* 

Obfervc all thofe things that are of good report, arf. 

are parts of public hontfly j for public feme, andrttt 

Sentence of prudent per ions is the meafure of good and 

evil in things indj£trtat. It ia againll modelly for i 




'iped from her cheehs. It is agair 
lie liqndly to do fou^e lawful actions of prirwtj 

' pal* 
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the welkrt of our Imjuoital feuk d«pc»dt U|Aii dMd 
Tht'fe ctjufiderationi oa eominon \Ut mrv be rcckouS 
too ludicrous for the folcmn mctlitMions of Chn%it«i 
hut when we reflet kovv much Uhriilijm life ii ib- 
ftucnccd by common iifcj \v<? Hull *ind tlictt are ai 
mcinil lifts (o trivial ^s fiDt to bt? wordi our inlbllS 
oaifelvo of their guilt or thclf iiinoceiicc, to tfl 
lace ourfclvci accordijigly in |>radiiing ur avolJSq 



H MEEKNESS. 

THOUGH jnctkncfsi&in die main more a fern btn! 
virtue than a mtfcaline» yet we mull ccmfidtr 
it with refped to both f€x%s i the pra^ice of all 
virtues being alike the duty of both, 

IMaiure, which abhors eveiy thing that is monfbaill 
vid difproportionate, teaches us that me^knefs b a 
property of women, whom ihe has made with a mm 
(booth and foft compofition of body, and intendi 
doubtlefSf that ikfi mind fhould coirefpond with iV 
Thowgh an can reprefent in the fame face beaut]f inmt 
pofid&Bj and deformity in another ; yet nature is mcrt 
iincere^ and never meant a ferene clear forehead kc\M 
be the trondfpiece to a cloudy tcmpciluoos hcartt 1% 
is therefore to be wilhed, the fofter kx would taJceibc 
admonition, and, while they confult their glaifes^whc^ 
ther to pppland or iniprove their outw&rd form, thqr 
would cadi one look in wards > and examine what fym* 
me try is there held with a fair outfidej whether any. 
' ftorm of pailion darkens and ovejrcafls their e^mm 
beauty ; and ufe at lefifi an equal diligence to nkm 
ihktf as they wQuld to clear their face fr^ia any llain ot 
blcmiih. 
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We have feen already, " that a meek and quiet fpitit" 
he charafteriftic of a Chriftian woman given by rcrip* 
e ; and it mull be fo to all that will not enter into du^ 
:e with God, and conteft his judgment, who has, by 
apoftle, declared i t to be of ** great price in his fight/" 
Vleeknefs, though it be a fingle entire virtue in itfelf, 
it is diverfified according to the feveral faculties of 
foul, over which it has influence ; for there is a 
;knefs of the underftanding, a meeknefs of the will, 
I a meeknefs of the affcdions ; all which muft cori- 
to make up the " meek and quiet ijpirit." 
The meeknefs of the underflanding confifh in a pli«- 
enefs to cqnviftion ; and is dire£Uy oppofite to «iit 
en adherence to their own opinion, obfervable in 
many, who judge of tenets, not by confbnnity to 
:h and reafon, but to their prepofieffions and prejU- 
:s, acquired generally by education and oonverf^- 
I ; not to mention the accidental biafies of paHion and 
rrcft : Thence comes bigotry, and the furious fie^ 
it of perfecution, v/hofe origin muft be from helv 
devil being father of pride, the eternal oppofite to 
^knefs. This prcpoifeflion puts people on the chiiuce 
I lottery ; what they firfl happen to draw determines 
n merely on the privilege of its precedence : Had? 
hornet firft feized them, his tenure would have been^ 
ndefeafible as Chrift's now is. How great the force 
fuch prejudices is, we mav fee by the oppofition it 
bd againft Chriftian doAnne in grofs at its firft prp-^ 
Igation. The blind zeal of the Jews for the trar- 
ons of their fathers, engaging them in the murd^, 
n of that very Mefiias whom thofe traditions had 
>ht them to exped ; and afterwards of perfecuting; 
diidples and followers. Which blind zeal did in 
; aec flame out in the female fex particularly : The 
s ifirreil up the '* devout and honourable womeny &c.. 
rai fed perfecution againft Paul and Barnabas." The^ 
ig the weaker as well as the ibfter fex, have in ^1 
;s b£«n the moft fubjefk to take violent prejudices of 
" H 5 ' • - cdActtioa; 
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Education ; and they ftiould therefore fee their wa^ wieU 
before they run too fierce a career in it; Otherwiie th* 
-greateft heat without light does but refembie that of 
the bottomlefs pit, where flames and darknefs do at 
once cohabit. How many inflances of this blind pre- 

fofTeffion do we meet with in our time, of notions em- 
raced for the fake of anceftry, and tenets adhered to, 
becaufe they were in vogue in the times of great 
grand^thers ? With what rage have the interefts of the 
moit vile and worthlefs peHons been efpoufedg purely 

^ becauie they declare their principles are the £une they 

'were bred in? 

What extravagances have not great ladies been 

. {;uilty of to vindicate thefe prejudices ; and where of 
late does the fpirit of meeknefs reign ? not diat ikien 
or women fhould be too eafy and flexible, like Wai 
feady to take any impreflion ; this temper is of equali 
if not more ill confequence than the former. The ad- 
liericg to one opinion can expofe but to one error ; but 
a mind that lies open to the fluxes of new tenets, 
mny ihcceffively entertain a whole ocean of dduiions. 

;To be thus yicldin[^ is not a meeknefs, but a flavifh- 
xiefs of underilanding : It is fo great ameekneis of mind, 

. that the apofile flnks it fomcwTkat below the impotence 
of women, and refembles it to that of children ; yet 
it feems the folly of feme women refcmbled that of 
children in this matter, «« ever learning and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth." A defcription 
which if we compare widi our own Times, we muft uiink 
prophetic. How many women have wc feen led cap- 
tive, being affeded with the novelty, pr feduced by the 
pretended zeal of a new teacher, to whom they have 
given up their underilandings^ and f(x a while this 
itrong man has kept pofleflion ? but when a fboager 
than he has come, it has fared as with liim in the gof> 
pel ; a louder zeal, a newer dodrine, foon diyides his 
ipoils, and that by force of the very fame principle on 
which he &t up, which in a while determines the latter 

alfo; 
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alio ; and fo on, till the poor profelyte has been hur- 
ried through all the tAazcsof wild error. When the Qua- 
ker Naylor iirft vented his blafphemies, his followers were 
moll of the female fex ; it was the women that run after 
him, crying Hofanna, and flrewing his way into the 
city witn flowers. When of latter days, Mafon preached 
his whimfies to the people, the crowds that gathered 
about him were moftly of the fame fex ; and how many 
of them did the raving infpirations of the modern pro- 
phets deceive ? not to mention their political frenzies ; 
all wliich ihould make them equally watchful, againft 
being too tenacious of old tenets, or too fufceptible of 
new. Some womens opinions are like the palate, 
diilrafted by too much variety : and they at lall fix upon 
what at firfl they mofl decried. Some have fct out 
in the fierceil dcteilation of popery, and have wandered 
fo long, like the blinded Syrians, that they have at lail 
found themfelves in the midft of Samaria ; being bi-ought 
by an infenfible circular motion to that religion, from 
which alone thev deiigned to fly ; fo litde do itching 
can know whither they may be carried. Women, as 
they are thought more liable to feducement than men* 
are more particularly aimed at by fjducers : For as he who 
is to put off adulterated wares will choofc the moll un- 
wary chapman, fo thefe fophillicators of divknity de- 
fire "the moil undifceming auditors. That fo m-^yy of 
the iex are fo, mud cot fie imputed to any natural de- 
feft, but to the loofe notions they have of religion ; of 
which they have perhaps fome general confufcd ideas, 
but have fo little penetrated the depth of it, that they 
know not why they arc Chriitians, rather than Turks, 
why of the church of England, rather than that of Rome ; 
and while they are thus unfixed, and have no better prin- 
ciple than cullom and compliance, they have nothing 
to anfwer to any the grofleit deceit that can be obti udcd 
upon them ; which for aught tliey know, or have con- 
fideredy may be as true as any thing ihcy have formerly 
profeft. Now, when any one in this condition ihall 

be 
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be aifiiulted, not only by the repeated importuiiitks tfi 

falfe teacher ^ but alfo by the thre^mings of htll and, 

damnation, (he b like one awaked by the outcry of 

ftre, imd ID that amaze will be apt to run where avcf thjs 

^kf venr of her danj^er (hall lead her. \ 

^H midote again Ll the poifon of new do£lnnes 

^H be well the ^^unds of the o\dt and thai 

I^L pt he earned a.baut by every wind, a« $t.l 

■HL-p it. The ilandiurd of truth is the Scrip* 

Iv &i^ ajad infalUHe guide, U men mi 

I if with ' rioufnels and hiunility, 

ka cne n^ - deviating into efWi 

hce ♦ . iority on one fide, a^ 

they ™^a] l not be aw*d by powcfp* 

xrfuaiion i iney wonkl weigh cveiy 

po t i balance, and by that rde ^ovffO 

|— ' faith ana manners. 

I leeknefs of will lies in its jufl fiibordinarion lo tfac 
of God in divine things ; in natural or tnonl, ID 
ngnt reafon ; and in human conililutions to the torn- 
mand of fuperiors ; and fo lopg as the will governa it^ 
felf by thefe in their refpeftive orders, it tranfgrcffes jmt 
the mecknefs required of it. But experience ihewSp 
that the will is now, in its depravation, an imperioiis 
faculty J apt to caft off that fubjetlion to whkh it wis, 
4eiign'd. and a^ independently from thoic motiifl^ 
which Ihodd influence it. This, God knows, is «cii 
common in all ages, all conftittitions and fexes i bist 
the feminine lies more efpecially under an ill name fyf 
it ; whether it has grown from the low opi nion conceived 
of their reafon, lefs able to maintain its empire^ or 
Irom the multiplied habitual inftances themfelves haw 
given of unruly wills I Iball not undertake to detei^ 
mine $ but be it the one or the other, it is, I am fuw* 
fo great a repmach, as they Ihould be very iudulbiow 
to clear thcmfelves of Nothing will prompt them m 
do thisj more than conftdering rightly the hap^- — " 
A^dl as virtue, of a govemabk wiU< How mw* 
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do thofe glide with it through all, even the rougheil 
e%'entSy who can mailer that llubborn faculty ? How 
does a will reJlgned to God enervate and enteeble any 
calamity ? Indeetl it triumphs over it, and by that coh- 
junflion with him that ordains it, may be faid to com- 
mand even what It fuifcrs ; and proportionable, though 
not equal to this, is the happincfs of a will regulated 
by rcafon of things within its fphere. It is the dignity 
of human nature, which diflinguiihes it from that of 
the beafts ; the more contemptible themfelves in their 
kinds, the farther they are removed from it. The ilu- 
pidity of an afs has rendered it proverbial for folly, 
when the tradlablenefs of other animals has tempted 
ibme to allow them to be rational. Bcfides, reafon 
affords fbmething of a balls for the will to bottom on. 
He who governs himfelf by reafon, that being ftill the 
lame, will slU equally and confonantto hinuclf; but he 
who does a thing this moment, only becaufe he will, 
may the next have as mighty an argument to do the 
quite contrar)', and fo fpcnd his whole time in unravel- 
ling his fpiderwebs, as the prophet li'aiah lightly calls 
(he vain deiigns of fuch bruti fli men . A n ungovernable 
will is the moil precipitous thing imaginable, and like 
the Devil in the fwine, hurries headlong to dcilrudiion, 
depriving one of that poor referve, that faint comfort 
of the miferable, pity, which will not be fo much in- 
vited by the mifery, as averted by that wilfulnefs which 
caufed it. So little can fuch perfuns expe6l the compaf- 
iion of others, that it will be hard for them to afford 
themfelves their own. 1 he confcioufnefs that their cala- 
mities are the effects of their perverienefs, being apt to 
di^fe them to hate that pity ; and it is no fmall accu- 
mulation^ of wretchedneis, when a man fuffers, not only 
diredUy, but on the rebound too. It re-inflids his mi- 
ibies upon himfelf, by a grating reflexion upon his own 
madnefs. So great an aggravation is it, that even hell 
kfelf is enhanced and completed by it ; all the for* 
sacnts there being (harpened by the woful rcmembrance» 
Aat they might once have been avoided. A 
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A will duly Aibmiflive to lawful fuperiorsy is 
onlv an amiable thing in the eyes of others, butexc 
inely happy to one's lelf. It is the parent of peace 
order, both public and private. A bleiling fo conii 
able, as is very cheaply bought by a little receding f 
one's own will or humour ; whereas the contrary t 
per is the fpringand original of infinite confufions; 
grand incendiary, which puts kingdoms, churches, 
families in combuilion ; a contradi^ion, not onl} 
the world, but to the works of God ; a kind of a 
creative power, which reduces things to the chaos £ 
whence God drew them. Many are the inllances 
age has given us of its mi(chievous effe^, which i 
ferve to enhance the value of a governable mallei 
temper. And as a will thus rengncd to reafbn 
juft authority, is a felicity all rational creatures flic 
afpire to : fo efpecially the female fex, whofe pafli 
being naturally the more impetuous, ought to be 
moil ftridly guarded, and kept under the fevcre 
cipline of reafon ; for where it is otherwife, whei 
woman has no guide but her will, and her will 
nothing but her humour, tlie event is fure to be f 
to herfelf, and often to others alfo. 

Though a great part of thefe reflexions are parti 
larly addrell to the ladies, they are tacitly intended to i 
alfo. There is no vice which docs not efTcft b 
fexes, and no good counfel that will not be benefi 
10 both, if it is followed. But women, though they 
not inferior to men in virtue, and perhaps are the m 
innocent of the two fexe?, having not fo many opj 
tunities to improve ihemfelvcs as men by readi 
ihould find in what they read the more lemons for tl 
improvement. 

The other retrain t of the will, obedience to fu 

ricrs, is avery happy impoiition, though perhaps it is 

^ always thought io ; for thofe who refill the governm 

of reafon, are not very apt to fubmit to that of-aut 

rity. God and nature do atteit the expediency of i 
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to women, by having placed that fex in a degree of 
inferiority to the other ; there are but three dates of 
lite through which they can regularly pafs, virginity, 
marriaee and widowhood ; two of them arc Hates of 
fubjeclion, the firll to the parent, the fecond to the 
hulband ; and the third, as it is cafual whether they 
can arrive to it or no, fb if they do, we find it by God 
himfelf reckoned as a condition the moil defol ate and 
deplorable. If 1 Ihould fay this happens upon that very 
fcore that they are left to their o^\■n jjuidance, the fad 
wrecks of many would too much jullify the glofs ; but 
it fhews however, that God fets not the fame value ujp- 
on their being mafterlefs, which fome of them do, while 
he reckons them mod miferable when they are moft at 
liberty. The fubordination of their fex being God's 
own iawi there needs no other argument to prove its 
fitnefs, and to urge their obedience; when they op- 
■pofc it, the contumacy flies higher than the immediate 
lapcrior, and reaches God himfelf. Many of thr.t 
timorous fex would not furely dare fo far, were it not 
for fome falfe pundlilios of honour, which, like our 
duellifts, they have, impofed upon themfelvcs. Such 
ladies look upon meeknefs and fubmiflion as a filly 
iheepiih quality, below women of breeding and (pirit ; 
on the contrary, an imperious obilinacy paifcs for no- 
blenefs, and greatnefs of mind, fiut alas ! they are 
wofully mifUken in their notion of a great fpirit, which 
Gonfiils in fcoming to do unworthy and vile things, and 
boldly encountring the advcrfe events of life, not in 
ipuming at duty, or feeking to pull themfelvcs from 
tnat iphere, where the divine wifdom has placed them. 
Stubbornefs is the maik of a great flomach, not of a 
great mind ; and a man may be as well reckoned brave 
becaufe he is cruel, as a woman generous becauie fhe is 
tmgovernable. 

Whatibver value the fex may put upon themfelvcs, 

^ nothing finks them more in the eJleem of others than 

imperiouihefs ; it renders a woman a plague to all that 

have 



it ferves only to make her more infolent and intoL 
her humours then grow to fuch a height, that (he 
not herfclf what (he would have, and yet expet 
others ihould : wc may apply to fuch a one wha 
nibal faid of Marcellus, " If he was vanquifhed, h 

fave reft to him(elf ; nor, if he was vidorious too^ 
«ertainlv the uncafinefs of a perverfe mind is (b 
that couid fuch come but to compare it with th 
and happy ferenity of meeknefs and obedience 
would need no other lecture to commend them t 
«fteem or practice. 

The meeknefs of aiFeflions confifts in reduci 
paffions to a temper and calmneA, not fufFeriiij 
to make uproars within to diflurb one's felf, noj 
out to the diflurbance of others. Meeknefs is gc: 
fub(ervient to this regulation, c(pecially as it isc 
to anger, a two-edged paflion ; which, while ii 
its b&ws without, wounds yet more fatally \ 
The commotion and vexation which an angr 
feelsy is far more painful than any thing; he can c 
xily inflift upon another ; herein juftifying the < 
vfually given to anger, that it is a Ihort madnefs 
Vil\Of that were in his right wits, would incur a j 
mifchief to do a lefs ? It is indeed fo great a di^ 
of the mind, that he who is poiTefTed with it. 
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defires of a meeker perfon. Such fucccii'es ha 
bcea a little acceffury to fomenting t&e humour, 
will give fuch women little caufc of triumph, 
they conf.dcr how odious it makes them, how ur 
h Oman feci e ty ; * ' better to dwell in a comer ofa honi 
*• than with a brawling woman in a wide houfe^" f« 
wifeftof m^n: andthefon of Sirach, ** a loud < 
'' woman J and a fcold, (hall be fonght o«t to driv< 
, •* the enemy/' Though he taxes the feminine 
impartially enough, yet there is fcarce any of them 
he more oiren and more feverely brands,, than t 
unqoietneis. It feems it was a thing generally look 
on as very inluffcrable : when Socrates defigned to 
pline iiimftrlf to perfe£l patience he knew no bett 
of exercife, than to eet a fhrew to his wife; an 
lence that may perhaps again recommend a v 
when there happens an a?je of philofophers ; 1 
prefcn: it will be hard for any of our Xantippes l 
a Socrates, and therefore that quality is as deflru^ 
their intereils in getting huibands, as it is to th 
band's quiet when he is got. 

This vice has not that prevalence over won 
eood breedings as it has over tlie vulgar i but t 
Uiey afieA a filence, or a complaifauce among 
equals, and among llrangers^ if we know the cla 
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ftorm, in which no man can be heard to (peak < 
from without; if you give gentle advice, your 
fpifed ; and if you urge it with vehemence, you pi 
it more. It is our duty then to lay up a greit it 
rcafon, that, like a bcfieged town, we may be 
ded for its aflaults, and be defenfible from within 
we are not likely to be relieved from without. 
is not to be fupprefTed but by fomething that is 
ward as itfelf ; of all paflions, it endeavours n 
make reafon ufelefs, and is an univerfal paflioi 
infinite objedl: for none was ever fo amorous 
love a toad, none fo envious as to repine at the 
tionof the wretched, no man fo timorous as to fear 
bee; but anger is troubled at every thing, and 
man, and every accident ; and if it is not fupp 
will make a man's condition relllefs. When it pr 
from a great caufe it turns to fury, from a fi 
peeviihnefs, and thus is either always terrible or 
lous ; it renders the body monflrous and contem 
the voice horrid, the eyes fierce, the face pale o 
the fpecch clamorous and loud. It is neither 
nor ingenuous, proceeding from foftnefs of (pi 
pufillanimity, which is the caufe that women ai 
iiibjcdt to it than men, fick perfons than health; 
bid more than the young, the unprofperous mo 
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s done for a fault in the cook, or an accident in 
>utler, for a pullet ill-drefTed, or a glafs bn>ke^ 
times for the fold of a gown, not placed as it 
d have been, and other luch trifles not worth the 
deration of reafonable creatures? Anger makes 
iage a necefTary and unavoidable trouble; itren- 
friendfliips, familiarities, and focieties intolerable, 
turns frequently mirth into tragedy, friendfhip 
hatred, a wife man into a fool ; he lofes himfeif 
1 he is pofTeiTed by anger : it perverts the defire of 
vledge to an itch of rangling, juflice to craelt)r, 
ment to oppreflion, and power to infolence: it 
ges difcipline into tedioufnefs and hatred of liberal . 
tution ; it makes a profpei-ous man to be envyed ; 
an unfortunate to be pitied; it is a confluence of 
he irregular paffions ; envy, forrow, fear, fcorn, 
B prejudice, rafhnefs, felf-love and impatience, 
in Its compofltion ; and though very troublefome to 
rs is moft Co to him that has it. For what a mi- 
i)le flate mufl that foul be in, which is pofTefled by 
lany Da;mons ? 

1 order to caft them out, and purge ourfelves from 
i a dreadful pofleflion, let us diligently obferva, 
ther in our defires to fupprefs anger, we are an- 
with ourfelves for being fo ; whether wc deal with 
;rs like phyflcians, who give a bitter potion, when 
f intend to eje6l the bitter nefs of choler ; for this 

provoke the perfon, and increafe the paflion. We 
ft quietly fet upon the mortification of it; we mud 

do it with anger. Be watchful over y ourfelves 
a day, that will be no great trouble to you ; add 
scond day to your watchfulnefs, it will be more 
r than the firll; and by being thus watchful and 
;rvant, you will make your duty a habit. Anger 
mly criminal, when it is againft charity to one's 
', or one's neighbour. Anger againft vice is a holy 
1, and an effefl of love to God and to our neiglu 
ir, for whofe intereft I am pafiionate, like a per- 
fon 
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fon concerned. If I take care that my anger mal 
reflexion of fcorn or cruelty upon the offender^ 
pride or violence, or tr<inrport to myfelf, ange 
l>e<:omes charity. When one commended Chaj 
king of Sparta, for a gentle, good and meek p 
his collegue faid well, ''How can he be good, who 
an enemy even to vicious perfons ? " 

Befides the remedies which have been alread 
fcribed againfl nhis furious palGon, this evil (pirit 
which mankind is fo apt to be pofTefTed, there are c 
which religion* and the hopes of everlafling hap 
will iniprre. Heaven, an eternal fcene of conter 
joy, is inconiiftent with the rage of a choleric 
and his thoughts can never be ere»^ed towards 
peaceful manfions, when his foul is ruffled and ma 
oy the fury of an ungovernable paffion. Addrefs 
felf to God, when this fit is coming upon you, 
for his divine afliftance to overcome it ; but it mu 
be in fome degree removed, and it is then the 
likely to be over before your prayers. An angry 
is not fit to appear before the God of mercy. J 
muft not approach great men when you are in apj 
how much more are you to be calm and ferene, 
you prefent yoiirfelf :*s a petitioner before the Almi 
The curing of this ill habit will be the effeft am 
fing of your prayers. 

"Seal up your lips, and let it not out when 
rifes in your breall ; for, like f:rc, when it wants 
it will fupprefs itfclf. It is good in a fever to I 
tender and fmootli tongue, but it is better that it 
in anger; if it be rough and diilempered in a fevci 
an ill fign ; if fo in anger, it is an ill caufe. J 
words tan the fire like wind, and in the pafll 
anger are like fteel and flint, which ftrike R 
mutual collifion. Some men will talk thcmfelve 
paflioi, and continue till they have alfo kindled 
they tilk to, and they both dame out with rag 
violence. 
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The moil: excellent natural cure for anger is humi- 
lity. He who by daily coniidering his own infirmities 
and failings, makes the error of his neighbour or 
ier\'ant to be his own cafe, and remembers diat he 
daily needs God's pardon, and his brother's charity, 
will not be apt to fall i«to pafTion at die levities, or 
misfortunes, or indifcretions of another, greater than 
v/hich, he coniidcrs, he is very frequently and more 
inexcusably guilty of. 

Though our Saviour fuffered all the contradiftions of 
iinner;, and received all affronts and reproaches of ma- 
licious, rafh, and fooliih perfons; yet mall of them he 
was without paiHon^ and gentle as the morning fun in 
autumn: in this alfb he propounded himfelfimitable 
by us: for if innocence itfelf fuffered fo great injuries 
2nd difgraces, it is no great matter for us quietly to 
receive all tlie calamities of fortune, indifcretion of 
fervants, miflakes of friends, unkindnefFes of kin- 
dred, and rudene^es of enemies, iince we have de- 
fended thefe and worfe, even hell itfelf, 

if we are tempted to anger in the atSlions of govem- 
mctti, and difcipline to our inferiors, in whidi cafe, 
anger is permitted fo far, as it i& prudently inflrumental 
to government, and it is only a fm, when it is cxcef- 
ilve and unfeafbnable, apt to diflurb our own difcourfe, 
or to exprefs itfelf in imprudent words, or violent 
anions: let us propofe to ourfelvcs the example of 
God, the creator and prcferver of all things ; who at 
the fame time, and with the fame tranquillity, decreed 
heaven and hell, the joys of bleffcd angels and fouls, 
and the torments of de\dls and accurfcd ipirits. When 
at the lafl day all the world fliall burn under his feet, 
God fhall not be at all inflamed, or fhake in his effential 
feat, the centre, of tranquillit}' and joy. ThougJi the 
caufe of anger fhould at firll fecm rcafonablc, dcier to 
execute it till you may better judge ; for as Phocion told 
the Atheni:ins who upon the firfl news of the death of 
Alexander were rea4y to revolt, " ftay a while, for if the 

king 



Remove from yourfelf all provocations and 
tives to anger, efpecially games of chance, anc 
wagers, pretty curiofities, and carefulnefs about 
ly bufinefs: manage yourfelf with indifFerei 
contempt of thcfe external things, and do noti 
pailion upon them ; it is more than they are 
they that defire but a few things, can be crofled 
a few. 

Set not your hearts upon gay and coftly r 
as glafles, china-ware; nor on weak and 
animals, as parrots. Canary-birds, lap-dogs, a 
like; thb breaking the one, or tlie neglefting 
other, are incfiftible caufcs of furious anger, u 
who take too much delight in them. Jewels ai 
furniture, if damaged or loR, will infallibly 1 
worfe efFedl on fuch people : fo indeed will any 
that the foul is fet upon, when tuey meet v.ith 
difappointment in it: wherefore our hearts 
have more valuable treafares for their objects 
fures tliat are incorruptible, laid up in heaven ; 
order to the enjoyment of them, let us endeav 
have a calm and quiet " confciencc, void of ofFei 
** wards God and towards man." 

Do not entertain nor fuifer tale-bearers ; they 
your ear firft, and then your credulity ; they fte; 
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perlbns, for that prevents the occafions of confufion i 
ind if we live with prudent perfons, they will not eaiily 
caafc difturbance to us, Thefe thin&;sy it is tnte, an; 
aot in many mens power, and tare uerefbre prepared 
rather as a fclidty than a remedy or duty, and an aft 
of prevention rather than of cure. 

Be not inquiiitive into other mens affairs, nor tlie 
faults of your fervants, nor the errors of your friends. 
If yottr friend was mif-reprefentcd to you, as may veiy 
well happen, confider what an injuilice you do him in 
foipendin? your friendftiip, and being angry without a 
caufe ; nie all reafonable difcourfes to excufc the faults 
of others, confidering there are many circumflances of 
time, of pcrfon, of accident, of inadvertency, of in- 
frequency, of aptndsto amend, of forroiv for doing it ; 
and it is well that wc reap any good for the evil that Is 
done or fuffered. 

Be always pailive in contentions, never adive, upoi^ 
the defeniive, not the oiFenfive ; and then alfo give a 
gentle anfver^ retrieving^ the furies and indifcretions 
of others, by foft compliance : You will lind it fink 
down qusetlv, like a ftone in a bed of mofs : whereas 
anger and violence make the contention loud and long, 
injurious to both the parties. If anger riie fuddenly, rc> 
ftnin it firft with coniideration, and let it «nd in a hearty 
prayer for him that did the real or Teeming injury ; the 
fenner flops its growth, and the latter quite kills it, 
nuking amends for its monftrous and voluntary birth. 
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CHARITY. 

CHARITY is a duty fo amiable to God and 
man, tliat v/e find it often injoined in the GoTpd, 
as if it was to be a diltinguilhing \drtue of Chrif- 
tiatiity. The new commandment our Saviour gave as, 
was, 'Love yc one another :* cgain, * By this fhalTall men 
know that ye are my difciplcs, if ye love one another.' 
The command of Gcd ipeaki more fcr this dut}% than 
all the arguments of liumim reafon can do, in re- 
commcndav i( jn cf tlie moil huniiui of all virtues. Cha- 
rity is to be canfiJcred a^ it hr.s relation to the affedions 
and to the ailions : In iheancftions it is a ilnccre kind- 
nefs, which difpcfes us to wifli all good to others, in all 
their capaclLlc£, in the fume manner that juftice obliges 
us to willi no hurt to any man, in refpeil cither of his 
fou!, hi.> body, his goods, or his credit; inallofwhicli 
the firll branch of charity binds us to wilh all good. 

Wc cannot have the leall fpark of this virtue, if wc 
do not wiOi all good to the fouls of men, fo precious, 
that our Saviour thought them worth ranfoming >^ith his 
own blood. If wc do not thus love one another, we are 
far from obeying the command cf loving as he has loved. 
It were to be hoped that none who carried himfelf a foul 
about him, could be fo cruel to that of another man, as 
not certainly to wifli its happinefs, did not expericnw 
ihevv us, tlierc are fome perfons, whofe malice is fo de- 
vililh as to teach even the diredl contrarj', the wifhiag 
the damnation of others. Some there are, who, in 
any injury or oppreifion, make it their only comfort 

that 
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it on their behalf, from him whence every good s 
fe£i gift comcth. He cannot be believed to wiili 
eamefl, who will not thus put life and efiica 
his wiihes, by forming them into prayers that v 
ther be vain nor fruitlefs. It is St. Paul's exho 
that prayers and praifes " be made for all men." 
fruits of charity are fo natural, that it is a dc 
any man toperfuadehimfelf heliasit, who cam 
duce them to evidence it by. 

A farther excellency of this grace is» that it 
the mind from feveral great and dangerous vi 
from envy ; ** charity envieth not," lays the a 
and indeed common reafon may confirm this to i 
envy is a forrow at the profperity of anothe 
therefore muft needs be diredly contrary to thai 
of it which is the ciFedt of love. How vainly t 
ihofe pretend to charity, who are continually n 
at every good that happens to others ? 

It fupprefles pride and haughtinefs ; ** charihr vi 
jiotitfelf, isnotpufledup,"iays3t. Paul; andw! 
find this virtue of love commanded, there hum 
join'd with it : " Put on therefore, fays the fame i 
bowels of mercy, kindnefs, humblenefs ofmindJ 
again, " be kindly aiFedlioned one towards anoth 
brotherly love, in honour preferring one another. 
mility naturally flows from charily. Love always 
a price upon the thing beloved, which is too cot 
found in felf-love, making us think highly of ou 
that we are much more excellent than others. ^ 
fore fmce love placed on ourfelves produces pride 
divert thecourfe, turn the love on our brethren^ am 
as iorely b^get humility j we Ihall then foe ujx 
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thoie gifts and excellencies of them, which now oaf 
pride or our hatred makes us overlook and negledt. 
We fliould efteem otliers better than ourfehres, as the 
fame apoftle exhorts u s ; whoever therefore is of Co 
haughtv a temper as to vilify and difdain others, may 
conclude, he has not this chanty rooted in his heart. 

It is a certain remedy againfl cenforioufnefs, ** charity 
thinketh no evil>'* is not apt to putthc worft conflrudtions 
on other mens a£tions, but on the contrary, " belicvcth 
all things, andhopeth ail things," as St. Paul tells the Co- 
rinthians; by which he means, it is forward to believe 
and liope the beft of all men ; our own experience 
teaches us the fame ; where we love we fee no faults, 
witnefs the great blindncfs we have to our own,and there- 
fore fliall certainly not be like to create them where they 
are not, or to aggravate them be}'ond their true fize and 
degree. To what then ftiall we impute thefe unm.cr- 
ciral cenfures and ra^ judgments of others, fo frequent 
among men, but to the want of this charity ? Thefc 
rath judgments, thefe unmerciful cenfures, have been 
more enormous within thefe few years than ever. Under 
this blr.ck charafter come thofe execrable libels that have 
of late been publifhcd againll the reputation of thcwifcll 
and bravcft men of our times : The tliirll after fcandal 
has been fo furious tliat nothing can fatiate it. Tha 
writers of thefe infamous inveclives arc fjch as kncv/ 
not this virtue of charit)', or fin againft knowledge, 
the greated of all fins. WhatevTr applaufe they may 
have from v>ackcd men for a feafon, dicir reward will be 
hereafter with the reft of the evil doers, in the burning 
lake, whofe fires have no end. 

Charity renounces all diffembling and feigned kind- 
nefs ; where this true and real love is, the falfe and coun- 
terfeit flier, before it. This ii. the love we arc commanded 
to have, fuch as is without diffimulation ; indeed, where 
this is rooted in the heart, there can be no poffible ufe of 
diflimulation, becaufe this is in truth, all that the falfe 
one would feem to be ; and lb is as far beyond it -, as na- 
I 3 turc 
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ture k ceycnd err. r.:.y :.s a£:v!r.. vi::;?e ;< Vex 
foul f:n ; of v.r.:::. :...l--- sre guilty tlidt n^nkc 
profjfnori-cfrri.^ic:'."' tc ",*►:.'.' r.s 'hen:, as focnr. 
D2Cr:s Lre turrt:., :.":-;. •w.:r.-.r :;.v._^:. £.: rr cghiiXj" 

Charhy cift^ cl: ;.:'. .T.rr - nary .-ind re!N:r.:trtL:"ier 
c:plt£ ; iu :cn-.r':ri. f': r. ;Lle Lr.l;jtr.C2c :::, L-2::rci 
;.!!prfj£>:::nv :?-;•.::: r-Cr .T.:z;si **'<:^" ^^^ 
h:r Gv.n." \Vhct l L::.rj:"p:"i::> «hLt th:r Vwhich 
iti Io^eo^Iy tic:c v^hcrt :': r:::y fc:ch ir: bcn;:fi: : 

Chcriiy clears :r.c h.\;.-: of £.!; ?f-rlice ?.rd cd 

revenge; \\hich U fo iv.i-.rly c:r.:r.:r.-:oir, Thr.: it 

poEbie liiey fiiouiu both dwell in the fame brcr.ih 

the property cTIcve :•:. Iciu :.'.'- t::ir.g5, and hr-v e: 

is this virtue v.her. it rrife.- ii.r.:: fc r.car to di-fri 

to threw oF this natural *properjity of it to ^trg« 

and to imitate Gcdhimfelf, \\::o forgives them tr.; 

give others their trefpafTes ? Thiz vfriiie cxcicife 

towards fome fort of men, might ccr. fill with mal 

others, it being poffible for a itolX. that bitterly hate 

to love another ; but the chcrity cf ChrilHans is i 

be fo limited ; it mufi extend iti'el: to all men, p:L 

hrly to enemies, crelfc it it LCt that divine d 

ccii.mended to us by Chrifl. T\e ■■ vir.:^ of n 

?.nd benefudors, is fo low a jixh cf it, that the 

llcans andLnners, the very Wviil of iiitii, were a 

attain it ; and thcrcfcrc ijt ib r.c ■ coiintcJ. rev>2i\l:il 

a difciple of Chrift ; he mult fi:.! uiA ihake cff ih 

ruption of depraved nature, v.l-.:cii i; alv^i-.ys for re 

ing evil for evil ; whereas Chrlivliu-.ity injoins to n 

pjood forevi!. '* I fay untoycj., lo . e %\.>'a: eneirii'cs, 

them that curfe you, and pi ay fi--- thcni which dcrpit. 

iifa you and perlecute you," w ll tiie command of ih 

of God ; and whoever does net this, will never he o 

by him for a difciple. There h not one precept lo 

repeated in the ne^v tellanunr, r.3 tjiis ol' charity : 

ye kind toone another, tender hcnricd, k reiving one 

ther." Again, " fcrbeuring ol^c ;'i:cihtr, and for^ 

one another; If any mr.n have acu-.rarji again il any, i. \ 
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Chrirt foijravcyoujfo alfo do w." And again, " not ivii- 
dcrinij evil for evil, nor rail in it tor railing, bjt coii- 
trar.'wife bleffing." Is it not prodigioufiy flrangc, th.'it n.iii 
calling themf^h-es ChrllHans, \vh:^ have the (inrptl I). - 
fore them, and do, or may hear it read daily to tlK*»u 
fliouMgive fo little obedience to precepts Co often ivp.\;;» <i 
nay, not only fo, but even publicly avow and jiro:l iV inc 
contrary, as we daily fee they do ? What is ftill more pio - 
digiour., is, that men who arc to teach this law, wliicK 
cheGoTpclhas fo ftronglyaflcrtcd, Ihould give way to 
bitternefs and railing, and at one breath, fink millions 
of fouls by their rafli judgments to eternal perdition. 
Whence comes this fury that ragcrs even in too niuny 
pulpits ? Is it not the dictate of tlic fpirit of malice, 
wh2<;h is the fpiiit of the devil ? Can any thing he a more 
dire£k obeying of him ? Thofe that fin m this kind, take 
kis livery on their backs, and proclaim whofc fcr\-ants 
they are. What ridiculous impudence is it then, for 
men who have entered thcmfelves of Satan's family, 
to pretend to be the fervants of Chrill ? Let fuch know 
^ITuredly, that they ihall not be owned by him ^ but, at 
the great day of account, be turned over to their proper 
mailer, to receive their wages in fire and bniuftoin". 
God himfeJf ** maketh his fun to rife on the evil and ou 
the good, and fendcth rain to the juft and to die uajuil,*' 
a moll forcible condderation to excite- us to this duty of 
charity. God is the fountain of psrfc^ions, ami the 
being like him, is tiie fum of all we can wifti for ; tlie 
defire to imitate our heavenly father, is the fpccial 
mark of a child of his. Now this kindnefs and good- 
nefs to enemies, is moft eminently rcmarkalile in GoJ, 
and that not only in refpcil of his temporal mcrciti;, 
but chiefly in his fpiritual. We are all by our wicked 
works enemies to him, and the mifchief of that en- 
mity would have fallen upon ourltlvcs ; God had no 
motive befide that of his pity to wilh a reconciliation ; 
yet fo far was he from i-eturning our enmity, when he 
migiic have reveng'd himfelf to our ctenial rub, that 
I + he 
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he deiigns and contrives how he may bring ns to be at 
peace with him. And what were the means he uied 
for effecling this ? A degree of mercy and kindneft, 
ftill infinitely greater ; he lent his own ion from hca- 
ven to work it, and that not only by perfuafions, bat 
by fufierings alfo : He meekly ** laid down his life for 
us enemies ;'* and if '* God {o loved us, we ooght alio to 
love one another." How Ihameful a thing is it for us to 
retain difpleafures againil oar brethren, when Godthuy 
lays by his towards us, and that when we have ib high- 
ly provoked him ? 

What a vaft difference will appear in the compari- 
fon between the offences of our brethren againft us, 
and our fins againfl God ? If we coniider the majeftr 
and power of the being againfl whom we fin, and his 
infinite |roodnefs towards us ; can men, of the fame 
nature with us, though of the highefl eminency in the 
world, be offended by us as we offend God, bleifedfor 
ever ? What is the power of other men over us, bat' 
the gift of God ; and are not we, who are his crear 
tares bound to the flrideil obedience to this original 
of all power ? All that we enjoy, whether in relation 
to this life or a better, was, is, and muil be derived 
frcm him ; and it is therefore impoflible for cs to of- 
fend men in fuch a degree as we daily offend Gcd, 
our creator, preferver, and benefa^or; yet he par- 
dons thofe that fmcerely apply to him by repentance ; 
and fhali we not pardon one another ? Hew can thcie 
hot fpirits that are dazzled by falfe and fatal notices 
of honour, refledl upon their duty towards God and 
man on this article, and run upon the mcil fanguina- 
ry aft of revenge ? For it will noi be an e>:cufe at 
the great day c? account to f?.y, it was the cuHom cf 
the age and country, the prafticc of /uch a profcfTiOti, 
I ihould hnve loft my commifTion or my i^rputation, if 
I had not committed the murder. The trial before 
the dreadful tribunal of Gcd, is not to be evaded by 
fuch excuies; nor will the blood of our brother be 

wped 
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wiped oiF by the foft name of manfZaughter: Good 
God ! is the /laughter of a man fo foft a name that it 
renders the criminal innocent, with refped to the pa- 
nifliment at leaft ? And the fin is (b little in the opi- 
nion of fach dealers in blood, that they look upon 
forbearance and charity as abfurd and unreafonable ; 
but fince God himielf a£b it in ib much an higher de- 
me, who can, without bla(phemy, fay, it is unrea- 
Smable ? One cannot too often reprove this damnable 
cnAom of murdering one anodier, out of pundilio ; 
as if hell, the portion of all murderers, was a dream, 
and the vidoos of mad brains, the rules that Chrif- 
tians fhould walk by. Leaiing thefe execrable fin- 
ners to God and their own confciences, let us farther 
confider the virtue of charity, as it is plcafant and de- 
£reable in xtfelf. 

None can {o well judge of its pleafantnefs as thofe 
diat have pra£tifed it : I'he nature of earthly pleafures 
being fuch, that it is the enjoyment only which can 
make a man truly know them ; how unjuft, how foolifh 
is it to pronounce ill of a thing before Trial ? Thofe 
that have tried it, have tailed the fweets of this divine 
grace, and are ahvays longing after opportunities to- 
tafle them again ; thofe that have not tried it, may 
difcem it-lb be lovely at a difiance ; if by no other way, 
by comparing it at leaft with the uneafinefs of its con- 
trary. Malice and revenge are the moil reftlefs tor- 
menting pa(!ions which tran po^efs the mind of man ; 
they keep man in perpetual iludy and care how to cf- 
fcft their mifchie\'ous purpofes. ** They fleep not unlcf* 
thevhave done mifchief, excejpt they caufc fome to falL'' 
It sinbitters all the good thm^ they enjoy, fo (h.at 
they have no relifh of them. Wc have a remarlriblc 
inffaince of that in Haman, who, tho' he abour^fil.ed in 
all the greatnefs and felicity of the v/orld, yet his 
malice to a poor foreigner, Mordccai, kept, him from 
tafling contentment in them : *' All this av^jth me no- 
thing, fays he, fo long as I fee Mordec^;i.t]ir Jew, fitting 
Is at 
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nt the king's j^ate." On the oth^r hand, a peaceable . 
fpirit that can quietly pafi by all injuries and afTronti, , 
enjoys a continual calm, and is above the malice of hii 
enemies. Let them do what they can, they cannot 
rob him of his quiet; he is firm as a rock, which no 
dorms or winds, can move, when the furious and 
revengeful man is like a wave, which the leaft 
hlail tciTes and tumbles from its place* BeHdes tli^ 
inward difquiet of revengeful men, they often brin^ 
m::ny outward calamities upon thenviclves ; they exal- 
perate tlieir enemies, and provoke them to do them 
greater mifchicfs ; nay, they often willingly run them- 
fclvcs upon the greatcll miferies in purfuit of their re- 
venge, to which it is common to fee men expofe gocds, 
cafe, credit, life, and even (bal itfelf. .He who 
ufurps a power to decide the jullice of his caufc him- 
felf, not by the force of truth, but the llrcngth of his 
arm, and the point of his fword; if he falls in that 
horrid difpute withont repenting, (and how can he re- 
pent in the agonies of death?) will furely have made 
a fajcrifice of his foul to the rage of his revenge. 
The terrible confideration of hurrying our ow-n fcul, 
or the foul of one's enemy, to the world from 
whence there h no redemption, in the very heat of a 
diabolical pafTion, is enough to deter every thinking 
rreatarc from fuch curfed purfuits of vengeance. " A 
foft aniwer turneth away wrath," fays a wife man and 
a king; a better judge of the dignity of every man's 
paflion, and of hisauty to honour, than our modem 
bravoes ; who, like ^amellers in their debts at play, 
%ew it in no other parts of their lives ; whence they-miy 
j%llibly conclude, that that honour is falfe ; for were 
'^ ^S it would fiiine confpicuoufly in all their adHons. 
Ho^ ^ould fuch mtn laugh at a leffon of meek- 
nefs, ^hich cften melts an adverfary, and pacifies 
anger r jf ^^ enemy is fo inhumane as not to be 
melted \'{i^ ^he meek perfon is ftill a gainer ; he 
j;aiiis an o^^rtunity of cxcrciiing the mo^ Chriilian 

grace 
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grace cf charity and forgivene^, by which he at once 
obeyfi God, and imitates the example of our Saviour. 
He gains an accciTion, an incrcafe to hia reward here- 
after, the expe^ation and belief of which is alone a de- 
light infinitely more raviiiiing than the prefent enjoy- 
ment of all fenfual pleafare can be. 

The prayer our Redeemer has left us, injoins us to 
** forgive the trefpaffes of others, as we hope to be our- 
felvcs forgiven/' A coniideration, which, methinks, 
ihould affright us into good- nature ; if it does not, our 
■ malice is greater to-ourfeU'es, than to our enemies : For 
alas ! what hurt is it pofUble for youtodo to one another, 
in comparifon cf what you do yoarfelf, in loiing the parr 
don of your /ins ? Hell and damnation being certainly 
the portbn of every unpardoned iinner, befides all 
other efiefts of God's wrath in this life.. The Devil 
pats thcphrafe in the mouth of men, fhat "revenge lb 
fweet ;" for is it poffiblc there can be, even in the moil 
diilempercd palate, any Aich fwcetnefs in it, asmayre- 
compcnce the ever lading bitternefs that attends it ? No 
man in his wits caii, upon fober judg;ing, imagine there 
is:- But alas ! we give not ourfelves time to weigh 
things, fuftering ourfelves to be hurried away by ao. 
haliy humour, never confiidering how dear wc muit pay 
for It i like the filly bee, that in anger leaves at once hcjr 
lling and her life behind her ; the itin? may, periiapp, 
give feme ihort pain to the fieih it fticka in ; yet fur;.*iy 
the bee has the woril of it ; that pays her life for io 
poor a revenge. Flatter not yourfelves, that there is 
any way for you to cvsde the fentence that is pall up* 
on you, " If ye forgive not men their trcfpafTea, neither 
will your father forgive you.*' What a heavy curfe does 
every revengeful pcrfon lay upon him/eif, when h? prays 
to God " to forgive him histrefpaiies, as he forgives them 
that trefpafs againft him." He, in eifeft, begs God not 
to forgive him ; and it is too fure, that part of his prayer 
will ^ heard, he fiiall be forgiven, juft as he forgim, 
chat iSf not at all. Chriil a^iurcs us in the pamble of 

the 
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the fcrvant that obtained forgivencfs cf his Icrd of a 
vail debt, ten thoufand talents, yet was fo cruel to hb 
fellow-krvant, as to exa^l a trifling fii.n of an hundred 
pence : upcn which his lord recalled his former for- 
givencfs, and charged him again with the whole debt; 
* ' So likewife (hall my heavenly father do unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every man his brother their 
trefpafles." One fuch a^ of uiicharit.iblenefs, is able 
to forfeit us the pardon God has granted us, and then 
all our fins return a^^ain upon us, and dnk us* to utter 
ruin. How grateful ought we to be to the Saviour of 
the world, the Son of God, ** who died for us all ?'* And 
V it is but rcafonable that we (hould not henceforth live 
nnloourfelves, but unto him that died for us." He has 
eameAly recommended to us the lo\'e of our brethren ; he 
does it with the moft moving arguments, drawn from the 
grcatnefs of his love to us ; and what a monllrous piece 
of ingratitude would it be in us oblHnately to refiife 
him to juft, fo moderate a demand ? which we do, if 
we keep any malice or grudge to any pcrfcn whatever. 
This is not only a vile acl of unthankfulncfs and in- 
gratitude, it is a horrible contempt and dcfpiiing cf 
him : This peace and unity of Chrifti.'!x>3, w:ls a tiling 
fo much prized and valued b) him, th:;t when he was 
to leave the world, he thought A the n»oit precious thing 
he could bequeath; and tliTefoi-c !jit it by way of le* 
gacy to his dilciples, *• ptr.cc ! Icuve with you." We ufe 
tofet a grat value on the fli^htefl requclis of our dead 
friends ; and if we are fo neoligent of this precious Ic-- 
gacy oi Chrift, it is a rliin fipn we want that love and 
cileem of him, which we have of oar earthly friends, 
and that wc dofpife him as well as liis legacy. 

What need there is of enlarging ujx)n this duty of 
charity, is notorious to every one tliat lives in our 
times, when moderation, even in things of themfelves 
indiftbrent, is fo far from being reckoned a virtue, that 
it is declared in places, where nothing but the heavenly 
voice of truth ihould be always heard, to be a fin. 

Can 
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Id this chiiiii:)' of the adicn, v/c are firfl to endeavonr 
the comfort juid refreftuncnt of oar brethren ; to dcilie 
to give them all true caufe of joy and cheai-fulnefs, 
efpccially when they are under any fadnefs or hea\4nefs ; 
vvc ihould then bring forlh all the cordials wc can pro- 
cure ; wclliould labour by all Chriftian and fit means, 
to chear their troubled fpirits, «* to comfort them that are 
'* in hcavinefs." But our moft zealous charities are to l)C 
laiJ out on the fouls of our neighbours, not con tenting 
purfelves with bare wifliing them well, afluggiflilcrt ).f 
kinJiicTs, unworthy tliofc who aie to imitate tiic great 
lleJi^emcr of fouls, who did and fufFeied fo much in ihat 
purchafe ; vvc muft alfo add our endeavour to mal^e tlicm 
wiiat \we wifn them. If this purpofe were fixed in oiir 
liiinJs, \\v fnould l;nd out many opportunities of doing 
g'^cd to their fouls, v^hich now we overlook. The 
it nfclcfs ignorance of feme would call you to inflrud 
them, and the open fin of others, to reprove and ad- 
monifli thcni. Every fpiritual want of our neighbour 
gives an occafion of exrrcifing fome part of tliis char 
rity; or if your circumflances be fcch, that upon fe- 
rious reflexion, you think it in vain to attempt any 
thing yourfelf on account of your mcannefs, fmall ac- 
quaintance, or any the like impediment, which might 
Tender your exhortation fruitlefs ; yet if you ar^ induf- 
triotis in your charity, you may probably find out feme 
other inflru men t by whom to do it more fuccefsfuliy. 
There cannot be a nobler ftudy than how to benefit mens 
fouls ; therefore, when tlie dired means are improper, 
it is fit we (hould diligently fet ourfelves to fcarch after 
others. And after all our endeavoun, if the ocltinacy 
pf men do not fuffcr us, or themfelves, to reap any fruit 
from them ; if all our intreaties of thc:n to have mercy 
en their fouls, will not work upon them, we muSt, 
however, continue to exhort them by example. •* Let 
*' thy foul weep in Secret for then;, and let ri\ crs of watcn 
** rundown thinceyes, becaufe they keep not God's law.* 
Chrill himfelfwept ovcithem " who would not know the 
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ings that belonged to their peace," When no importu- 
ties have any cneft, even then ceafe not to importune 
rod for them. Samuel, when he aiuld not difluade the 
eople from thcfniful purpoic they were upon, profcft thAt 
c would, notwithlhmding, continue praying forthoni, 
vhich he thought to be io much a duty, that it would 
)• a fin for him to omit it. «• God forbid chat I ihould 
' (ill, againil the Loi^, in ceafmg to pray for you ; '* nor 
[hall we need to fear that our prayers will be quite loit ; 
For if they prevail not for thole, for whom we pour them 
out; yet, as the pfalmill fays, they will return into our 
own bofoms. 

This charity to tlic fouls of men began to fliine out 
fomc years ago, under the proteftion of our late gra- 
cious .fovci-eign queen Mary, now reigning in heuvcn ; 
a princcfs eminently dillinguifhed from all others of her 
exalted rank, by her extcnfive chmty to mens fouls : 
in her was fcen confpicuoufly the beauty of the now 
defpifed virtue of moderation, and her bright example 
was imitated by all wiio were fo happy as to behold it. 
The fociciics which were fct up to reform manners, re- 
ceived all kind of encouragement from her piety and 
bounty, and there appeared, while flie lived, a pure dif- 
iaterelled fpiric of charity, which has fince funk into a 
fpirit of pride, profit and vexation. It is to be hoped, 
that fo good a defign will recover its reputation, by 
being cipoufed by men of wifdom and virtue, whole 
examples will do more towards making others good, 
than the force of laws and fpitefulnefs of perfccuuon, 
which are only for the incorrigible, where reproof is 
in vain. To pretend charity for the fouls or others, 
mad to have none for our own, is -like running t^ 
quench our neighbours houfe when it is on fire, and 
leave our own burning. Thofe who do not reprehend, 
but infult their wicked brethren, who would not mend 
but punilh them, arc reformers who want to be them- 
felves reformed: and it is not by fach that we expert 
to Jiavc ch»»tjr recommended and pradifi^. 

Though 
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Though we are to prefer Ae foals of men to their bo- 
dies in the exercife of this virtue, yet the latter is by 
no means to be neglected, and charity cannot be per- 
fefl whej-e it docs not uke in both. We are not only 
to have compaifion on their pains, we muft do what 
we can for their eafe and relief; it is not good wiihei, 
nor TOod words neither, that avail in fuch caies. ** If 
•^ a brother or fifter, fays St. James, be naked and dcA 
" titute of daily fbixl, and one of you fay onto them, de- 
** part in peace, be ye warmed and filled, notwithfland- 
" ye Tivc them not thofe things that are needftil lor the 
** body, what doth it profit?" It furely profits them no- 
thing in refpe£lof their bodies, and will profitvouas little 
in refpeft of your fouls. This relie^anjr o/thc bodily 
wants of our brethren, is a thing fo ftirit^tly required o§ 
us, that we find it fet down as an article which we (hall 
be called to account for at the lad day ; and thofe who 
have omitted it, fhall have this dreadful fentcnce pro- 
nounced againit tliem, " depart from me ye curfcd into 1 
** evcrlafling fire, for yon fed not the hungry, you gave n 
" not drink to the thirfty, you harboured not the fbran- ^ 
*' £cr, ycu clothed not the naked, norvifitedthefick and 
** impriibncd." Thefe are common and ordinary excr- 
cifes cf charity, for which we cannot want frequent op- 
portunities; but befides thefe, there may fometimes, by 
(5od's fpccial providence, faJi into our hands, occafioM 
of doing other good offices to the bodies of cur neighbouiit 
We may fometimes find a wounded man, with the Sama- 
ritan, and then it is cur duty to do as he did: 
We may fometimes find an innocent perfon condemned 
to death, as Safannah was, and then are, with Daniel, to 
ufe all poffible endeavours for his deliverance ; which if 
the cafe Solomon feems to refer to, when he tells us, •* U 
** thou forbear to deliver him that is drawn unto deadi 
•• and them that are ready to be ilain: ifthonfayeft,be* 
«« hold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the'Ji 
** heart confidcr ? And he that keepeth tiie foul, doth not 
*' he know it? Shall not he render to every ma&accordh 
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to his deeds?" We ate not lightly to put off the 
with vain excufesybvtto remember that God, who 
our moft iecret thoughts, will feverely examine 
T we have willingly omitted tlie performance of 
charity. Sometimes again, and God knows, too 
low adays, we may fee a man, that by a courfe of 
**?rance, is in danger to deflroy his healdi, toihor- 
i life, and then it is due cliarity not only to the 
ut to the body alfo, to endeavour to draw him 
t. Thcdcing good to mankind, feems to be (a 
implanted in oar nature, as we are men, that we 
Uy account them not only michriftian, butinhu- 
who are void of it; and fmce this command is 
ble even to flefh and blood, our difobedience to 
proceed from nothing but a ftubbornnefs and re* 
: againft God who gives it. 
ve are to exprefs our charity towards the bodies,' 
we alio to do it towards the goods or eftate of 
ighbours. To that end we mufl be willing ta 
nd further him in all honeil ways of improving^ 
erving his ellate or goods, by any neighbourly or- 
y office : opportunities of this kind frequently 
:; a man may fometimes, by his power or per- 
, deliver his neighbour's goods out of the hands 
lief or oppreifor: fometimes again, by his ad* 
d counfel, he may fet him in a way of thriving, 
him from a runious courfe. Thefe g6od of- 
B are to do, even to thofe of our neighbours, that 
re wealthy than ourfelves* as well as to thofe 
s net. For thougli charity docs not.bind tts to give 
i that want Icfs than ourfolvcs ; yet, whenever 
further their profit without leifening our own 
nay, if the damage be but light to us, in com- 
of the advantage to them, it will become us 
o hazard that little damage, than lofethem that 
advantage. Charity ties us mcra towards our 
other; wc are there only to corfider the fupply- 
lis wants, and net to ftick at parting with .what 

is 
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ii our own to relieve liirn , but as far as we arc able, to 
give freely whet is nccefTary to his relief. If we do 
not til us love our neighbour, we love not God, as St 
John tells us, " Whofohath this world's goods, and fccth 
** hib brother have need, and fhutteth up his bowels of 
•' compaCion from him, how dwclleth the love of God 
1 * in him ? " Jt is vain for him to pretend to love either 
God or man, who loves his money fo much better, that 
he will fee his poor neighbour, who is a man, and bean 
the image of God, fufFerall extremities rather thanpait 
with any thing to relieve him. The performance of this 
duty is fo acceptable to God, that it is called " a facri- 
** fice well pleailng to him, and a facrifice wherewith 
** God is well plcafed." Butbccaufe even facrifices thcm- 
felves, under the law, were often made unexceptable. hj 
bein^ tainted and blemifhed, it will not be inmroperto 
enquire what are the due qualifications of chxB facrtiicc. 
One qualification is, that we do it in obedience and 
thankfulnefs to God» who has commanded us to gire 
Alms. It being from his bounty alone, that we re- 
ceive all our plenty, we cannot exprefs our gratitude in 
a more proper way. ** Our goodnefs extendcth not unto 
God; '* the tribute we defire to pay out of our eflates, we 
cannot pay to his perfon ; but the poor are his proxies 
and receivers ; and therefore whatever we would, by 
way of thankfulnefs, give back to him, fhould be, 
on his account, diilributed to the needy; and he hath 
proniifed to accept fuch chariry, as fliewn untobimfelt; 
** in as much as ye have done it unto one of my brethrea 
" ychave done it to me." Another quallficadonof the 
facrifice of charit\' is, thct it be out of a true love and 
compailion to our neighbour, a tender felloV.--feeliBg 
of his wants, and dcfue of his comfort and relief: it 
muft alfo have fomc rcfpeft to ourfelves, and be in hope 
of that eternf.l reward promifed to the performance; 
** lay up your treafure in heaven ; " by a charitable dif- 
pcrfing of ycur temporal goods to the p oor, lay up a ftock 
there, to gain a tide to that endJefii blif'., which God 
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has proiniflid to the ckaritable. The harvefl, of dia- 
rity 25 fo rich, that it would abundantly recompcnfe us, 
the' we Uiould, as the ApolUe fpeaks, " beftowallour 
goods to feed the poor;" but then wemufl be fure wc 
make this our fole ainiy and not propofe to ouifelvcs 
the praife9,of men, which in fuch cafe will be our only 
portion ; " vcrilv, 1 fay unto you, they have their re- 
ward,'' is what Cfirift hiinfelf faid on this occaficn : And 
asain, ** ye have no reward of my father which is in 
Heaven." What a mifcrablc exchange (hall we make, 
if wc prefer the vain blaft.of man's breatli, to the 
fubftantial and eternal joys of heaven ! 

This is a plain reproof of all pompous charities : 
The vj^nity of ibme .men extending beyond de?.th it- 
fi;lf, they would be praifed, when they are rotting in 
their graves, for the magnificence, . more than the 
ufcfulnefs, of t]i^ charity : of this kind are all ilate- 
ly edifices to loidge the poor in ; the expence of which 
would entertain double the number ; and it is not the 
convenience of thofe unhappy men and women whom 
they relieve which they conlult, fo jnuch as the gran- 
deur and appearance of their alms ; a folly contradic- 
tory to the very nature of th^ duty, I'hofe chariiici tlut 
are given with a view of felf-intcrell, or out of a Ijpirit 
of i^Uon, as it is to be feared too many of our mo - 
dern chanties arc, fhall alfo have their reward in 
cliis world, and not of " our fatlier which is in 
beaven." 

Whatever alms we give, we mull do it cheerfully, 
'.' not grudgingly, or as of neceflity." The manner of 
m-ing adds ao nmch merit to tlie jg;iver as the value of 
%c gift. I'licrc is no duty more plcrJant and del ightful 
x> human natuic, unlcfs it be where covctoufnefs or 
rruelt)^ have quite worked out tlic man, and put a ra- 
•enous bcaft lu his Head. What a ravifhing pleafure 
t is to a benign 'foul, to fee the joy which a fcafonable 
1ms brings a poor wretch. There is certainly no- 
lilng fo pleaJiug to a fenfible mind, as is the pleafuj-e 

con- 
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cr)nceived in one's plcafing another. This is the more 
tranfporting in almfgivingy for chat we know at the 
fame time we are pleafing God as well as man ; • for 
man may be pleafed with us when God is difplmfed. 
The mcfl fcnfiial creature alive knows not how to be- 
flow his money on any thing that fhall bring him fo 
great a delight ; and therefore it ihoald, methinks, be 
no hard matter to give without grudging, (ince the do> 
irg it with alacrity and chearfulneis, affbrdft £b muxk 
pleafure to ourfelves. 

It may be obje^ed, by thofe whcfe hearts are fet oo 
the ** mammon of unrighteoufsnefs/' as well as by thoie 
who do not abound in the things of this world, that the 
danger of impoveri/hing one's felf by what one gives* 
may take off die fweetnefs of this delightfiil a£l, and 
make men rather net give at all, or not fo chcarfoUy. 
Now, wei-ethis hazard never fo apparent, yet it being 
the command of God that we fhall thus give, we art 
yet to obey chearfully, and be as well content to pait 
with our goods, in purfuance of this duty, as we aie 
many limes called to do upon feme other : in which 
crfe cur Saviour tells us, " He thatforfakes not all that 
he hath, cannot Ix; his difciple." Befides, God has parti- 
cularly i-romifed the contiary to the charitable, Uiat it 
fhall bring bleiTings on them, even in thefe ontwaid 
things, <* The lijbcral foul fhall be made fat, and he that 
watereth fliall be watered alfo himfelf.'* Again, *' he that 
giveth to the poor fhall not lack." And again, " he that 
giveth to the poor lendcth to the lord ; that which he hath 
given will he pay him again." It is thought a great dii- 
paragement amongfl men, when we refnfe to truft them ; 
It fhcws we either think them not fufficient, ornothoneft. 
How vile an affront is it then to God thus to diftruit 
him ? How horrid blafphemy, to doubt the fecurity 
of that, for which he has thus exprefly paft his word? 
he who is the Lord of all, and therefore cannot be ia- 
fufHcicnt ; he who is the God of truth, and there- 
fore will not fail to perform his promifc. - God be- 
comes 
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comes furety for your jpoor brethren ; if they cannot 
repay you> God, the giver of all good, will affuredly 
do it : And whatever you thus give, is fo far from be- 
ing damage to you, that h is your great advantage. 
Ycrar difperfmg abrcMid, and giving to the poor is resdiy 
a laying up in ftore for yourfelves. What fo prudent 
obune can we take for oar wealth, as to put it out of 
the reach of thofeinniimmerable accidents, by which a 
rich man may in an inftant be, like Job, reduced to 
beggary ? bv this lending it to the lord, we may be 
fure to iiiid it ready at our greateft need, and that too 
with improvement andincF^ie ; in which refpeA it is, 
that St. Paul compares alms to feed, whofe nature it is 
to multiply andincreafe, and fodo all our ads of mer- 
cy ; they return not fingle to us, but bring in their 
(heaves with them, a moft plenteous harveft. 

Let not this give countenance to a certain extrava* 
gance of alms, which the misguided zeal of fome well- 
meaning Chriftians is apt to run into ; they c;ivc to the 
poor abro:id plentifully, while they negled the poor at 
home ; they are inquifitive after the neccfHties of other 
families, and carelefs of ihc wants of their own ; he 
who a£b thus, is worfe than an Jniidel ; we muft give 
with diicretion as well as with chearfiilnefs ; we muft 
meafure other mens wants by our own ability to re- 
lieve them ; and remember, tliat of thoie to whom 
much is not given, much will not be required. 

In diftributing our alms, we fhould take care to do 
k feaibnably. U is true indeed there are fbme fo poor* 
an alms can never come out of feafon, becaufe they 
always want : yet even to them, there may be fome 
fiiecial feaibn of doing it to their greater advantage. 
For an alms may, fometimes, not only deliver a poor 
man from prefent extremity, but by a right timing of 
it, may fet him in fome way of a more comfortable 
hibiiftence afterward. It is generally a good rule 
to diA>enie what we intend to any, as foon as may be, de- 
lays being oken hurtful to them and oorielves ; it is 

{w:ely 
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furely fo to them, the more we prolong thei)* groaning 
under their prefent want ; and after ws have defi^ned 
them a relief, it is in fome degree a cruelty to defer 
beftowing of it : Whatever wc intend them for their 
greater comfort, they lofe fo much of it, as the 
time of the delay amounts to. In reipcft to ourfclves, 
it is ill to defer it, for thereby we give advantage to the 
temptation either of the devil, or our own covetonj 
humour, to di/Tuade us from it. It fares thus too often 
with many Chriftiaii duties, for want of a fpeedy exe- 
cution, our purpofes cool, and never come to aft: 
Thus many i-efolve they will repent, but becaufe they 
fet not immediately about it, one delay fucceeds ano- 
ther, and keeps them from erer repenting at all. 

What wc give, let us give prudently alfo as well zs 
fcafonably, where it is moft needy, and may do the 
receiver moil good : If we give at all adventures, to 
ail that feem to want, we may fometimes give more to 
tbofe whofe floth and lewdnefs is the cauie of their 
want, than to thofe who deferve it ; and fb both en- 
courage the one in their idlenefs, and difable ouriMves 
frOm giving to the other : Yet, it is not to be doabted,^ 
but tlKit the prefent wants of the moft unworthy, may 
be fuch as makes it our duty to relieve them ; but 
whjr^i no fuch preffing need is, we fhall do bcft to 
choofe out the fitter objedls of charity : Thofe who 
cither are not able to labour, or elfe have a greater- 
charge than their labour can maintain. To fuch Wc 
ftiOTild fo give our Alms, as may be moft likely to do 
them good ; the manner of which may differ accoirdinp 
to the circumftances of their condition. To fome it 
may be beft to give them by little and little ; to others, 
the giving all at once may tend more to their benefit ; 
and fometimes a feafonable loan may do as well as a 
gift, which one may be able to part with for a time, 
and not fo well able to give it abfolutely. It ccafes to 
be charity if we lend to receive ufe ^ the charitable 
lender maft refolve,' if his debtor fhould prove unable^ 

to 



C H A R I T Y: jqi 

pay, to forgive fo much of the principal as his 
i:ds require, and the creditor's abilities will permit, 
hey want much of this chiirity who throw their poor 
ibtors into jail, when they know they have nothing 
1 anfwcr the debt : A great aft of cruelty, to make 
lotlicr milerable, when notjiing is gained to ourfelves 
y it. Another neceffary quahtication of charity, is 
1 give liberally, not fuch pitiful fcantlings as will 
ring no relief to the receiver, for that is a kind of 
lockery. As if one fliould pretend to feed a man, 
^ho is almoft famiflied, by giving him a crumb of 
•read ; fuch doles as that would Ijc moft ridiculous ; 
ct I fear it is too near the proportion of fomc mens 
ilms. " He thathas n\'0 coats fliould impart to him that 
las none." John the baptid did not fay, he that has a 
rreat wardrobe, but oven he that has but two coats, 
nuft part v/ith one of them. The primitive ChrilHan 
inverts *' gave all to the ufe of the brethren," which tho' 
t be nomeafure of our conilant praftice, yet it Ihews 
IS how fundamental a part of ChrilHanity this chanty 
IS, that at the very founding of the church of Chrill, 
X was praftifcd to fuch vail degrees. The Gofpel 
arriestfiis Chriftian love fo far, as *' to lay down our 
ives for the brethren ;" and can we imagine that we 
ire commanded to be fo prodigal of our lives, and are 
illowed to be fparing of our goods ? 

The example of our S.iviour can nc\'er be too often 
iJ-ged on this occafion. •* Per ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, fays St. Paul, who, tho' he was rich, 
^ct for your fakes he became poor, that ye thro' his po- 
,'erty might be rich." He emptied himfelf of all that 
;lory and greatnefs he enjoyed in heaven with his father ; 
indfubmitted himfelf to a life of fuch mcannefs and po- 
irerty, only to enrich us : for fliamc then, let us not grudge 
:o empty our coffers, to leffen fomcwhatof our neaps, 
for the relief of his poor members. Be liberal to the 
leedy here, if you hope that God (hall be liberal to 
/Du of his happmcis hereafter. ** He that foweth fpar- 



t — 



• :* / ••.*., LiM le •_ • i: fowedi bdODl 

. :: u •. - . . ' "•«.: .>.e propordoii 

.. .^ . ''.r.. ^"^i^. I zliallsiotundcrtil 

• ::T:\str-^< --»- ia liberalil] 

r.. • . : v ,'n :-.;. .hit is given,. 

. ;• - .*. J5 i- :.* a 3»5an db 

:. -• • . ^ ••:-. :.-£ %s: be thcnci 

•. ...... :• .. "• .; ri' re more ottl 

:— . •:: :i f :L;jr%. The pp 

- • ; .^r. .r. more tot 

■ J. . *.:!:.: 2 " I*.:.: htrtwo flUl 

-•:-"-. .: :>i: :: \\m$ iM 

• . .:.: ■:.. • r x:. •_ ; whereas 

. : .. - .. . • ....i-ri V : .: ::jtf\- ni^lit 

- "..• ,. : •: . -: rV/hiinr^lf. 11 
.'.*:. J .-• s 1; 11:? t^ bountf,] 

. - * :. .-\ : r.-^-i-'.-v •' even* man, I 

• . •: ... :• .: : U-lt:. :>lechim^ 

"i -~ :*«> . :?« :.\ir.r», the&dvNI 

-•:.-■: ..::. :-:vr'.»t, ir.iy Se our gtk! 

•» r:.. .r»' o::ecfml 

.-.^ -...-'.." Bygiri 

.- .. - r:rrrr.i :ef5 lenfiU 

. . . - . .: : ....-V c'*i«iguigs* 

. ::: ..- ir.er. in ereatd 
.- - . . .. ^«»x:ch::willbea 

• r : . ,».;.... .— . other accOB 

:••: .- -ti hi* almigniD 

f . ' . V • . > -.):-. r!:::e to timeU 

: w* • . : !.:. ;»; c~-ti*fui and i 

r . .. .. .X -:..•.:-. ,-V it for his bfli 

:.- :.: r.r... -rrwrv.^ i:\vhenhegil 

'.:.:•: .*. c•..-.^x :vc.K.-n their WW 

:•....; ::»:.■:-• ir-r.^v,- a: rime to lettkl 

: j^t:.i.:^ iis. :oi]it.>. may take alio Im 
-v-rp : ;;a^ iiA-Y fSr charitable W 



CHARITY. 193 

be any time out of feafon : But that fomewHat 
be laid by, rather than left loofe to our fudden 
i^ ii fure very expedient ; and I doubt not, 
sr makes trial of it, will, upon experience, ac- 
idgeittobeib. 

o the exercife of our charity with refpeft to our 
lOurs credit; many are the occaftons we may 
3r it, as well towards the guilty as towards the 
nt. If a man, whom we know to be innocent, 
dered and traduced, charity obliges us to do what 
fy for the declaring his innocency, and delivering 
omthat falfe imputation, not only by witnel- 
hen we are called to it, but by a voluntary ofFer- 
r teiBmony in his behalf; or if it is not m a ju« 
way, and the ilander be only toft from one to 
T, by taking all occafions publicly to declare 
we know of his innocency : Yet how are we 
of late to be upon our guard, for fear of giving 
5, by declaring too publicly what we know of 
Qocence of thoTe whom fcandal has aifaulted in 
[)ft outrageous manner I Tho' it be a duty upon 
defend the good name of our neighbour, yet 
ly not in fome cafes difcharge our confciences. 

never was a time when calumny was fo preva- 
nevcr did (lander fo triumph ; and encouraged 
fuccefs, it has not Ipared the moft innocent, and 
yft wordiy. Thofe are little acquainted with this 
of charity, who delight in, or countenance fcan- 
not only againfl the innocent, but in many 

againft the guilty alfo. Sometimes their fault 
« concealed, if it be fuch, that no other part of 
y to others makes it necefTary to difcover it ; or 
e not-fo notorious, as that it will be fure to be- 
tfelf. 

e wounds of reputation are of all others the mod: 
ible ; and it may therefore well become C^hriltian 
y to prevent them, even where they have been 
red ; perhaps fuch a tendernefs in hiding the lault^ 
»b. I. K may 



194 CHARITY. 

may iboncr bring the offender to repentance, if It be 
feconded, as it ought to be, with all the eameftnefs rf 
private admonition. If the fault be fuch that it is not 
to be concealed, yet ilill there ma^ be room for thu 
charity in extenuating and le/fening it as far as the 
circumdaficcs will bear ; as if it were done fuddcnif 
apd rafhly, charity will allow fomc abatement of the 
cenfure, which would belong to a defigned and delibe- 
rate adt. The mod frequent exercifes of this charity 
happen towards thofe, of whofe either innocence or 
guilt we have no knowledge. It is the property of 
love, not to think evil, and to judge the beil ; we 
fhould therefore abilain from uiichariiaLIe conduiions 
of them ourfelves, and as much as lies in us, keep 
others from them alfo; for our neighbour's credit, 
which we fhouid endeavour to preferve, is often as much 
fhaken by unjufl fufpicion, as it would be by thetmeft 
accufation. •* Judge not, that ye be not judged," is a 
very plain precept, and attended with a threat, which 
(hould make us tremble at the thoughts of doing an in- 
juftice to another's reputation ; for if to think ill of them 
be forbidden, what mull it be to fpeak ill ? If to fufpeA 
he criminal, what is to accufc ? And what will that 
judgment be, with which thefe dealers in flandcr arc 
threatened, but dwelling to all eternity with the father 
of lies and malice, the devil and his angels ? Such 
as fure as there is a God in heaven, will be the puhifli- 
nient, without repentance, of all thofe, who out of 
wanton ncfs of wit, or perhaps bafer .inducements, to 
pleafe and flatter thofe they addrefs, do blacken tie 
reputation of others, not only with wicked fuggeflionsi 
but foul and pofitive aflertions. It will be paid home 
to them, and to all that gave encouragement to them, 
in the Itrift and fevere judgment of God. 

Let us now confider charity as it has refpeA to jnf- 
tice : All the parts of it may indeed be ranked under 
that head ; it being, by Chrifl's command, become a 
debt to our brethren ; and to pay our debts is moft 

fiuely 
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a part of juftice : Bat becaufe in common ufe 
inguifh between the offices of juftice and cha- 
e will enlarge a little on thpfe charitable aiEts, 
bave reference to the former. Men look upon 
^ of mercy, as things purely voluntary, which 
tive no obligation to. Upon this fcore they are 
think very high of themfelves, when they have 
led any, tho' never fo mean ; but never blame 
Ives, tho* they omit all. What they think they 
ther do or not, without committing a fin, if 
> it, muil, in their opinion, be very meritori- 
rhey do not remember, that^ it is injoined us to 
ir neighbour as ourfelves, and that we are not left 
own choice in the matter. This is the flandard 
Ich we are to meafure all our afUons which 
to others : Wherefore, when any neceffity of 
eighbour's prefents itfelf to you, a(ks yomfclf, 
T, if you were in the like cafe, your love to 
f would not make you induilrious for relief f and 
whether your love to your neighbour mud have 
le e(Fe6l for him ? St. James calls this the royal 
nd there is more humanity in it, than in all the 
notions of philofophy. All who profefs them- 
fubjedls to Chrift, muH be ruled by his law ; 
loever isfo ruled, will not fail of performing all 
es to others, becaufe it is fure he would, upon 
e occafions, have all fuch performed to himiclf. 
is none but wiihes to have his good name de« 
, his poverty relieved, his bodily fufferings fuc- 
; only it may be faid, that in the fpiritual wants» 
xe fome fo carelefs of themfelv€8> that they wiih 
»ply, they defire no reproofs, no inftrudions ; 
bey are angry when they are given them j which 
iike it feem, that fuch are not bound by this law 
fe charities. But this love of ourfelves, which 
is the meafure of that to our neighbour is to 
lerftood to be that rcafonable love which i^en 
to have ; and tho* a man fail of that due love 
K 2 he 
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he owes himfelf, yet his neighbour has not forfeited his 
right by it. He has ftill a claim to fuch a degree of 
our love as is anfwerable to that, which in right we 
fhould bear to ourfelves. And none can doubt but the 
care of our fpiritual welfare is what we are bound to be 
felicitous for. Neither will the defpiiing our own fbuh 
abfolve us from charity to other mens. 

A very ufeful and benign branch of charity is that 
of arbitrament and peace-making among others. Thii. 
is beneficial both to the fouls, bodies, goods and cre- 
dit of our brethren; the reftoring of amity, and re- 
concilingof enemies,is amoft blefTed work, which brings 
always s. blefling on the aftors. * ' IJlefled are the peace- 
makers :" Chrift afl'ured us of it, and we may be encou- 
raged by it diligently to lay hold of all opportunities to 
do this ofrice of charity, to ufe all our art, and en- 
deavour to make up all grudges and quarrels amoog 
our neighbours. We muft not only labour to reftore 
peace where it is loft, but to prefer\'e it where it is, 
by ftriving to beget in the hearts of all we converfe 
with a true value of that mod precious jewel, peace, 
and by a timely pre\'ention of thofe jars and unkind- 
nefles we fee likely to fall out. It will often be in the 
power of a difcrtet friend cr neighbour to cure thofe 
miftakes and miiunderftandings, which are the firft be- 
ginnings of quarrels and contentions ; and it will be 
both more eafy and more profitable, thus to prevent 
than pacify ftrifes. When a quarrel is once broken 
out, it is like a violent flame, which cannot fo foon be 
quenched, as it might have been, while it was but a 
fmothering fire. It alfo prevents many fins, which, 
in the progrefs of an open contention, are almoft furc 
to be committed. * * In themultitude of words there want- 
cth not fin," fays Solomon ; which cannot be more truly 
faid of any fort of words, than thofe that pafs in an- 
ger ; tho* the quarrel be afterwards composed, yet thofe 
lins ftill remain on their account, and it is therefore t 
great charity to prevent them. 

To 
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To fit a man for this excellent office of peace-making 
it is neceflary he be firft remarkably peaceable himfelf ; 
for with what face can you perfuade others to that which 
you will not perform yourfelf ? Or how can you expeft 
your perfuaiions will have any eiFedl ? There is one 
point of peaceablenefs which feems to be little regarded 
among men , and that is the cafe of legal trefpafles . Men 
think it nothing to go to law about eveiy petty trifle, 
and do not imagine mere can be any blame in them, as 
long as they have the law on their ndc ; but furely had 
we that true peaceablenefs of fpirit which we ought, we 
ihould be unwilling, for fuch flight matters to trouble 
and difquiet our neighbours. Not that all going to 
law is utterly unchriftian, but fuch kind of fuits are cer- 
tainly fo, as are grounded upon contentioufnefs and 
lloutnefs of ftomach, to defend an inconfiderable right, 
or to avenge a fmall trefpafs . In greater matters, he that 
parts with fome of his right, for love of peace, does 
furely the moft chrillianly, and moft agreeably to the 
advice of the apoftle, ** rather to take wrong, andfufFer 
ourfelves to be defrauded.** 

How do thofe then dilhonour their mofl holy profef- 
fion, who having the care of the fouls of a flock com- 
xnitted to their char,^e, inflcad of maintaining peace 
among them, inftead of fetting them a pious example 
of amity and gentlenefs, are continually perfecuting 
them witli litigious fuits about their inconfiderable dues, 
and fpoil all the hopes of harvcft from the' feed they fow 
among them. In the profccutions of which, too many of 
them, not only take the moft vexatious means of profe- 
cution, but alfo carry thcmfelves towards them with fo 
much haughtinefs and fullennefs, that many of the flieep 
have gone aflray, purely on account of their fullen and 
haughty ftiepherd. It is true, wordly men are fo apt to 
defraud tlicm of thofe dues which their avarice grudges 
them, that law will fometimes be neccflary ; yet even 
then, they, and all others, fliould take care of prefernnc 
peace by carrying a friendly and chriftian* temper towards 
K 3 the 
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the parties they contend with, in a legal way, notfaffer- 
ing their hearts to be at all eftranged from them, by be- 
ing willing to yield to any reafbnable terms of tgree^ 
iiient, whenever they fhall be offered. Thoie that do not 
carry this temper of mind in their fuits, cannot be rt- 
concileable to that peaceablenefs, fb fbiftly required of 
all ChriiHans, whb own themfelves to be the fervantsof 
him whofe title is the •• Prince of peace." 

It remains to treat of the charity of the actions, \idtk 
reipeA to the extent of it, which muft take in not only 
ftrangersy bat reach out alfb its affeAionate arms to die 
bitterefl of our enemies. We have (een that it is oor do- 
ty to forgive them, and when we have once fbi^vcn, 
we can £en no longer acconnt them enemies ; after 
which, it will be no hard matter, even to flcfh and 
blood, to do all kind things to them. Indeed this is 
the way by which we muff try the fincerity of our for- 
givenefs. It is eafy to fay , I forgive fuch a man ; bot 
if when an opportunity of doing him good is aSmd, 
vou decline it, it is apparent there yet lurks the old ma- 
lice in your heart, where there is a thorough forgivenefi, 
there will be as great a readincfs tobenefitanenemyasa 
f iend and perhaps, in feme refpefts, a greater : a true cha- 
rl table pcrfon, looking upon it as an effential prize, when 
he has an opportunity of evidencing the truth of his re- 
conciliation ,and obeying the precept of his Saviour, by 
doing ** good to them that hate him.*' If we could per- 
form thefeadls of kindnefs to enemies in fuch a manner 
as might c^raw them from their enmity, and win them to 
peace, the charity would be doubled. This we fhould aim 
at, for that we fee the apoflle fets at the end of the be- 
fore mentioned afts of feeding, &c. that we may heap coals 
of fire on their heads; not coals to burn them, but to 
melt them into all love and tendemefs towards us. 

Nothing is fo neccfla ry to the juft performance of this 
virtue of charity, as the turning out of our hearts that 
felf-love which fo often pofTeffes them, and fo wholly 
too, that it leaves no room for charity, nay, nor joft'ce 

neither, 
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dther, to our neighbour. By this felf-love, I mean not 
lat true love of ourfelves, which is the love and care 
r our fbulsy for that would certainly help, not hinder 
8, in this duty; but I mean that immoderate love of 
or tywn worldly interefts and advantages, which is ap- 
arently the root of all, both injuftice and uncharitable- 
e&f towards others. The apoitie fets this fin of felf- 
fwe in the head of a whole troop of fins, as if it were 
)me principal officer in the Devil's camp, and certain- 
f not without reafbn; for it never goes without an ac- 
nrfed train of many other fins, wmch, like the dra- 
in's tail in the Revelations, fweeps away all the care of 
aty to others. It makes us fo vehement and intent up- 
n pleafing ourfelves, that we ha\'e no rec;ard to any bo- 
y elfe, contrary to the diredtionof the fame apofUe St. 
*auly *^ to pleafe his neighbour for his good to edifica- 
' tion ; ** wnich he backs with the example of Chrif(, 
« for even Chriil pleafed not himfclf." The virtue of 
luurity will not live in that breafl where felf-love dwells, 
t muft be weeded out, for it is impoiiiblc they fhould 
irofper together. But when we have removed tlus hind- 
ance, we mull remember that this, as all other graces, 
>roceeds not from ourfelves. It is the gift of God, and 
Jierefore we mufl earneftly pray to him to work it in us, 
o fend his Holy Spirit, which once appeared in tlie fonn 
>f adove, a meek andgallefs creature, to frame our hearts 
x> the fame temper, and enable us rightly to perform 
this dntv, fo pl^ng in itfelf, fo ufefiU to mankind, fb 
icceptable to God, that we cannot lengthen out our re- 
Sex ions upon it too far : fo copious is the fubjedl, fo im- 
pertant the duty to our happinefs in this world, ai 
Bveli as in the next. 

Mercy without alms is part of this virtue, when the 
perfon is difabledto exprefs outwardly what he heartily 
ieiires j but alms without mercy is like prayers without 
levotion, or religion without humanitv. 

Mercy and alms are the body and foul of charity, and 

what we mufl pay to our neighbours need: God has 

K 4 ipjoined 
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injoined this precept to the world, that the great ineqoa- 
iity he was pleafed to fuffer in menspoiTeflions might be 
reduced to foxne temper and evennefs, and the moft mi- 
ferable perfon be reconciled to fome fenfe and participi- 
ticn of felicity. To know what are the works of mer- 
cy, cne need only remember the fcripture rule of cloth- 
ing the naked, and the like; to which a learned prelate 
of our church has added, '< to bury the dead, lo givephy- 
** fie to the fick, to bring cold and ilarved people to 
*^ warmth and to the fire ; ^rfometimes clothine will not 
'* do it ; or this may be done when we cannot do me other. 
'* To lead the blind in right ways, to lend money, to for- 
* ' give debts, to remit forfeitures, to mend high-ways and 
" bridges, to reduce or guide wandering travellers, toeaie 
*' their labours, by accommodating their work with apt 
" inftrumcnts, or their journey with beafts of carriage; 
' * to deliver the poor from thei r oppreffors, to die for yonr 
" brothcr,topay maidens dowries,and to procure for them 
** honell and chafte marriages." There are alfo works of 
fpiritual alms: as ** to teach the ignorant, to counfel 
** doubting perfops, to admonifh fmners diligently, pni- 
** dently, ^afonably, and charitably; to which alfo may 
** be reduced provcklno and encouraging to good works, 
** to coiiiK'rt the c'lffiictcd, to pardon o^Tcndcrs, to fu'jcour 
'* and ilinporf.r.c weak, to pray fcr ailt Ilatcs of mej:. .-mi 
" Icr rt iJL f ol'ali ihcir neccfiiiies ; to whicn RiSy be addcc, 
*' to puniih or coirecL refradlorincfsjto be gentle in cen- 
*' luring theadlionsof others; to eftabli (lithe fcrupulous, 
*' \\"avering and inconflant fpirits ; to confirm the Itrong, 
** not to givefcandal ; to quit a man of his fear, to redeem 
'* maidensfrom proftitution." Toalhvhichhe adds, " rc- 
" concilingenemies, eredlinc public fchools of learning, 
*' maintaining ledlures Oi dr.inity. creeling colleges of 
** religion and retirement frctn the noilei: and more fre- 
" quent temptations of the world; finding employment 
** for unbufyed |/^r^oiis and piitrinp; children to honeil 
** trades.'* To which m.v/ be ohjcdled, that the 
credion of monalleri'.s for rot! rem err, which the good 
bilhop calls college^ of religion, liaving by loug experi- 
ence 
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Teen found not to be free from temptations, an^fie- 
hindcring people from difcharffing the ibcial duties 
: fuch fort of charities are with reafon exploded 
he reformation, and therie is more fuperftition than 
tn in thofe that would reftore them. If fuch new:- 
itions were erefted, might not one well demand, 
ere the old ones deftroyed? Would it not ren- 
ic alienation of vaft revenues, by the laws of 
id, to he as bad as facrilege? And when men 
:e convinced of the vvickednefs of detaining them, 
not be long before they will be reftored ; which 

I enough aimed at, in the bifhop's admoniihing all 
Jhriftians to ereil fuch colleges. As for us, if we 
•egard to thofc other duties of charity, we may 
ell leave tlie care of thofe religious eonventa to 
iblic; what more immediately concerns us, is 
nindful not to give in alms that which is none of 
m. How abfurd, how unjuft are thofe maguifi- 
[larilies, which are raifed out of extortion and in- 
? What is not yours is due to the owners, not to 
or. Every man has need of his own, ;ind that is 

II to be provided for : after which you mull think 
needs of the poor. He who gives to the poor what 
his own, makes himfelf a ** thief," and the poor 
ivers." However, this is not to be undcrftood as if 
: unlawful for a man, who is not able to pay his 

to give fmillcr alms to the poor. He may not 
ich portions as may any way diiable hinni to do 
, but what, if it was fa\ cd, couiJ nqt help him in 
it. He may here do a little, fincc he cannot in tfie 
luty do much. If we dcfcend fo low as rogues 
bbers, their alms may alfo be regularly diitri- 

If they cannot ■ :11 the perfons whom they have 
1, or adjuft the fcveral proportions : in thoie cafes 
re to give the unknown pt^rtions to the poor, 
y of reftitntion: for it cannot well be called 

God is the fuprcme Lord to whom fucfi cfcheats 
e, and the poor arc his " receivers "• 

X 5 We 
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We may and ought to give alms of money aBJuHl 
taken, and yet voluntarily parted with.: of this kind is 
what is taken for falfe witncfles, bribes, iimoniacal con- 
tra£ls, becaufe the receiver has no right to keep it, nor 
the giver any right to recal itj it is anjuft money, and 
payable to none but the fuprcme lord, who is theperfon 
injured, and to his delegates the poor. If the perwn in- 
jured by the unjuft fentence of a bribed judge, or by falfc 
witncfles, be poor, he is the proper objedl to whom the 
reflitution is then to be made. There is (bme fort of 
^n that has no injuftice in it, properly Co called; but it 
IS unlawful and filthy lucre, fuch as is money taken for 
work done unlawfully on the Lord's day, hire taken by 
players and buffoons, the v/ages of harlots, and the like. 
Of this money feme preparation is to be made, before it 
be given in aims : it is infeded with the plague, and 
muK pafi through the fire or the water before it be fit 
for alms ; the perfon muft repent, and leave the crime, 
or his very charity will favour of the infefUon. 

He who gives alms outof cuftom, orto upbraid the po- 
verty of the other, or to make him mercenary and oblic*-d, 
or with any unhandforne circumftanccs, does not do it 
in mercy, nor out of a true fenfe of the calamity of 
his brotner, he feels nothing of it himfelf, which he 
ought to do before he can well difchargehinoielf in the 
practice of this virtue. 

He who docs not feek the praifc of men, may give 
his dole either in public or private ; for our Saviour in- 
tended only to provide againll hypncn'fy, when he 
made alms to be given in fecret: it being otherwife one 
ofhis commandments,, "that our light (honldfhine before 
" men." This is more excellent, -.li.u '.morefafc. Wc 
mult, according to our ability, ^ive to all men that 
need, and, in eqoal needs, give firft to good men rather 
than to bad men ) and if die needs be unequal, do fo 
too, provided that the need of the poorefl be not vio- 
lent and extreme ; but if an evil man be in extreme 

« neceflity, 
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ty. He is to be relieved rather than a good man » 
m tarry longer, and may fabfifl without it. If he 
rood man, he will defire it ihould be Co, becaufe 
If is bound to iavcf the life of his brother with do- 
me inconvenience to himfelf, and no difference of 

or vice can make the eafe of one beggar equal 
lie life of another. 

vicious perfons we fhould give no alms, if fuch 
/ill fupport their fin ; as if they will continue in 
Sj " if they will not work neither let them eat,** if 
illfpend it in drunkennefs orwantonnefs. Wlien 
erfbns are reduced to very great want, they muft be 
d in fuch proportions as may not relieve their dying 
It may refirem their faint or dyine bodies, 
r houfe-keepers that labour hard, and are bur- 
with many children, are the bell objeAs of cha- 
>r gentlemen fallen into fad povertv, efpecially 
mocentmisfortune; though if tneir crimes brought 
nto it, they are to be delivered according to the 

rule. Pcrfecuted peHbns, widows, and fartherlefs 
in, are equal objecb of charity ; the former to be 

and reliei-ed, and the latter to be j)ut to honed 
and fchools of learning. Search into the wants 
nerous and meaner families, there being many 
s that have nothing left them but mifery and mo- 

Towards focb we muft add two circumftances of 
S to enquire them out, and convey ourielves to 
n fuch a manner, as not to make them aihamed. 
iving, look for nothing again ; have no confldera- 
' future advantages: give to children, to old men, 
unthankful, to the dying, and thofe you ihall 
ee again. For elfe your alms or courtefV is not 
; but traffic and merchandife. Be fure that you 
ot to relieve the needs of your enenw and the in- 
i ; you may pofiibly win him to yourfelf, but your 
on (hould be to win him to God. 
St not yoor alms to uncertain under-difpenfers. 
)idiQg which you fecure your alms in the right 

channel. 
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^annely and have the pleafure of doing yourielf the 
abour of love. 

Whatever is fapcrfluous inyoiy eftate is to be difpenfed 
with in alms ; but that is not to be reckoned fuperfluoos 
which is neceflary to maintain the decency of our rank 
and perfon, not only in prefent needs, but in all fntare 
neceffities and very probable contingencies, but no far- 
dier: we are notooliged beyond this, unlefs we feevciy 
great, public, and calamitous necefiities. But yet, if 
we do extend beyond our meafure, and give more than 
we are able, we fhould but imitate the zealous examples 
of the firfl Chriftians, who brought their all into the pub- 
lic ftock : examples however, that are not fct us fo 
much for our imitation, living under conftitutions, and 
the ftate of Chriftianity being altered, as for our admi- 
raticn. All Chriftians fhould not be nice and curious, 
fond and indulgent to themfelvcs in taking accounts of 
their perfoual conveniencies, they fhould make their clU- 
mate moderate and eafy, according to the order and 
manner of Chriftianity, and then the confeqnence would 
be, that the poor would be more plentifully relieved, 
they theni/elves would be the more able to do it, and 
they would be able tc give the more comfortable account 
of their fiewardfhip in the day of the Lord Jefus. Su- 
perfluous fervants, unnecefTary feafts, coftly apparel, 
imprudent law-fuits, vain journeys, ihould be retrenched 
for this purpofe. 

This is only intended as advice in the matter : for 
manyofthefe fnperfluities are permitted in princes, no- 
blemen, and others, according to their ranks and for- 
tunes : to have variety of clothes, particularly, as it is 
a mark of magnificence, fo it may be an occafion of 
charity, by giving them, as rewards to fervants, or in 
alms to their wanting neighbours. It ceafes to be cha- 
rity, when by doing this they minifter to the vanity or 
luxury of others, or when all is confumed on their own 
lufts. 
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He whoplays at any f^ame, muil i;'-!.: ?vr\':?bui;d 
to be indiff^ent whether he wins or Icil . li' Lc ojvcs 
what he wins to the poor, hz will do wel', pnvidel his 
game does not provoke him tD anger, and lie nciLher 
wades too much tine upon it, nor tempts his neigh- 
bour to do it, or t.> lofe more tlian is convenient for 
him, or fuitable to ii:s circumltanccs. Indeed it were 
better yet, if he would lay by fo much as he is willing 
to give, without playing at all ; there being no kind of 
game but what carries too much temptation with it, 
and can hardly be delighted in without fin. 

To fafl fometimes, is not only a duty in us on our 
own accounts, and forourf')iils fake, it is alfo required of 
us on account of our broth/i-; if we will not faft that he 
may eat, we fhould die for him. We hear of very high 
and over-righteous ilrains r f charity pradlifed by fome in 
former ages, when popifti fuperftition raifed the merit 
of outward works almoft I'.s high as the merit of our 
Saviour's death, and thereby tempted many to go far- 
ther and to do more than was required from them. 

We have a fure word cf prophecy to diredl us, and 
farther than that bids us we need not go, and that teaches 
us to be difcrect as well as- fervent in charity. When 
we give alms to beggars, rind perfons of that low rank, 
it is better to give little to each, that we may give to 
the more. But in religious charities, in fupplymg the 
accidental needs of decayed perfons, fallen from great 
ofHuence to great indigence, it is better to unite than to 
difperfc oul: alms, to make a noble relief to a man, 
and reflore comfort to him, than to fupport only his 
natural wants, and keep him alive only, unrefcued 
from fad difcomfort. 

Though the precept of alms binds not indefinitely to all 
kinds of charity, yet he who delights to feed the poor, 
and fpends all his portion that way, is not bound to enter 
into prifbns, ahd mleem captives ; but we are obliged by 
the prefent drcumftances, thefpecial difpofition of pro* 
videncc, audth^mifery ofandDjcfl, to this or that par- 
ticular 
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ticular aft of charity. The eye is the fenfc of mercy, 
the heart the organ of compalUon. When we have, 
a moving objeft prefent to our eye, the heart will be 
touched with pity if our breafls be humane; and we 
may be fure, that whenever is in our iight, or in our 
neighbourhood, and in diflre/Ted circumitances, is fallen 
into the lot of our charity. 

Thofe who have no money may have mercy. They 
are bound to pity the poor, and to pray for diem. Be 
your charity little or great, corporal or fpiritual, the 
charity of alms or the charity of prayers, a cup of 
wine or a cup of water, if it be but love to the bre- 
thren, or a defire to help all or any poor Chriilians, it 
fhall *' be accepted according to what a man hath, notac* 
" cording to what he hath not." Love is all this, and all 
the other commandments; it will exprcfs itfelf where 
it can, and where it cannot, the one by good gifb, 
the other by good wifhes. 

Wlien we confider how great a bleHing it is, that we 
are not ourfelves reduced to the neceflity of receiving 
alms, it is a ready inilance of our thankfulnefs to God, 
to give them for his fake. Charity is one of the wings 
of prayer, by which it flies to the throne of grace: it 
crowns all the works of piety ; it caufcs thanldgiving to 
God in our behalf, and the poor to biefs us and prav for 
us: it is like the c^ufion of oil on the woman of Sidon, 
as long as (he pours into empty vcflels it could never 
ceafe running ; or like the widows barrel of meal, it 
confumes not as long as flie fed the prophet. The fum 
of all is contained in the words of our Saviour, ' * give alms 
*' of fuch things as you have, and behold all things are 
<* clean unto you : " Let us therefore fo perform our alms, 
that like curls of holy incenfethey may afcend to heaven, 
and Breathe a fweet-fmelling favour into the noilrils of 
God; for it is by this alone mev are confecrated into an 
acceptable facrifice to him, andrendered true piety and 
devotion : whereas if we give our alms merely to be 
fcen of men^ or to ferve cur worldly intereft, tiicy 

proceed 
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i not from mercy, but felf-love. They are a fordid 
for applaufe and profit, as has been already 
xi ; and hence our Sa^iou^ cautions us, " take heed 
iTou do not your alms before men, to be feen of them, 
■wife you have no reward of your father, which is in 
en. Therefore when thou dod thy alms, do not 
da trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the 
g^gues, and in the ftrects, that they/nay have glory 
zn : verily, Ifay unto you, theyhave their reward." 
re are too many, who lay tck) much ftrefs on the 
d ad of giving, and do not fuificiently regard the 
. aftof mercy, which muft always be attended with 
Some men think to compound with heaven, 
tain vices which they will not part with, by cer- 
rtues which come cheap to them. A man of a 
:onflitution flatters him^lf, that his continence 
nperance make amends for his avarice. He who 
)arr of what he gets to the poor, thinks it mends 
e to the other part, no matter how he came by it. 
do alms is to give away fomething of our own» 
edy another's want or mifery ; wherefore to give 
me man's right to fupply another's neceffity, is 
much an alms as a roboery. By this rule, debtors 
w£ more than they can pay, are oblifi;ed in qon- 
j, not to intrench upon theirj uiHce by their mercv; 
difable them from being juit to their creditors, fey 
merciful to the poor : for though to relieve the poor 
edly andabflra^ledly good; yet it is to be confidered, 
irticular actions are good or bad, according to the 
lilances which adhere to them; and when that 
which is nakedlv eood, happens to be clothed with 
1 circumftance, it is fo far evil and unlawful ; and 
)re, when my relieving the poor is accompanyed 
his evil circumftance of defrauding my creditors 
Ir due, I am fo far bound in confcience not to re- 
hem ; becaofe if I do, I muft relieve them unjuftly ; 
e are efpewtJly to take care, that our alms be juft 
ghtebtts. It is true, thofc unhappy perfons» who 

cannot 



2o8 CHARITY. 

cannot propofe to themielves, to pay their creditors any 
thing; more of their juft debts than would ainolt be ta- 
ken for charit)', and yet can fpare ib fmLll a i: tie frcm 
their own nect/Tities; thefe we have before ihcwn, to 
be under an equal duty of helping the needs of others, 
as if they did not want themfelves to anfwer what they 
owe to their creditors. 

I car Tint butagfiin refleft on the pleafare there is in the 
chcarful praf-ice of this virtue. Human nature within 
us, by a kind of fy m pathetic motion, exalts and raifcs 
itfelf up. If mercy be th? fpring of our alms, they 
will flow with a free current: becaufe all the while I am 
watering others 1 fliali feel the rcfrefhmcnt of n>y own 
ftreams. When we bellow our alms with an unwilling 
mind, it is plain it is not mercy, but (name, or fear, or 
importunity v/hich moves us; there is then no virtue in 
them, nor can we expect that any re^'ard (hould attend 
them. To contribute towards anothers relief, becanfe 
v/e are afhameo or afraid co do othenvife, is rather paying 
a tax than giving an ahns ; una when nothing can be 
wrung out of mc, but what is ciiilrained by importunity, 
I give not fcr the poor's relief, but for my own peace 
and quiet. V/hi-.t virtue is it for a man to give, only to 
get rid of a dun ? To rcTider alms virtuous they muft be 
genero'in, and to dcft-rvc reward we muft expedl none. 
'I'hty maJt HrAv, like -.vr.tcr from the fpring, in natural 
ard »mR)ice(.! llr^rani';, and i:ot be pumped from us by im- 
portunity c.r fnanic. Tliat^urchiirityfiiouldbeextenfive, 
as well in the portion i;s in tlic f bjed, we have fhewn in 
the foregoing paf.»tii : to wldch may be added, that the 
defign cf almfe, which are the fruits of mercy, being to 
redrcf; the poor man's niifory, to fatisfy his craving hun- 
ger, and refcue him from the pinching neceilities under 
which he groane^ and languifhes; it meafures its alms 
accordingly, and proportions them to the wants it ftip- 
pHec : its aim being not only to refcue the miferablefiioim 
extreme milery, but alfo, accorciine to its power, to 
render them happy. It does not tmnk it fnfficient to 

deliver 
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ieliver the needy from extreme want and famine, but 
covets -alio to render their lives happy, and give them 
ft coimfortable enjoyment of themfelves : for merely to 
keep a man from famifhing, looks rather Hke a deiign 
to prolong his tortnent, and fpin out the duration of 
bis mifery, than to contribute to his eafe and hnppi- 
lieis. If we intend this happinefs, as we muft do, if 
Rre have a merciful intention, we Aiall endeavour, not 
mly to enable him to live, but to live comfoftably, and 
iccordingly proportion our alms. 

In times of ficknefs, or fcarcenefs of work, in dear- 
lefs of pro\'ifions, or in the beginning of arrefts of 
X)or inen^ before the perfon has devoured them ; or 
ifler a great lofs when their fortunes are finking, and 
L fmall fupport may keep their head above water : in 
: word, when they are young and capable of inftrudlion, 
nd their friends are not capable of difpofmg of them ; 
/hen the placing them out to fome honeft trade may 
prevent their turning thieves or beggars, and render 
hem ufeful to their relations, their friends, and the 
mblic : when they are fetting up with an infufficient 
tock, and a little help may encourage their diligence ; 
hefe aiid fuch like are feafons of alms, in which, by 
eliding a helping hand, we may rcfcue many a poor 
vretch out of a deep abyfs of mifery, and make their 
'uture condition eaiy and profperous. We muft not re- 
cfTC our charities to our laft will and teftament, but 
■mbrace all opportunities while we are living, to give 
imely relief to the neceflitous ; otherwife we mall at our 
leath vainly pretend to give of our fubftance, becaufe we 
hen can keep it no longer, and it will be only a throw- 
ng over the lading when the ihip is ready to fink. He 
irho defers his alms, when proper feafons are prefcntcd, 
s fo far the caufe of all the confequent calamities which 
he poor fuffer by the want of them ; and fince the de- 
ign of alms is to relieve the fuifcnngs of the poor, it is 
oubtlefs a degi^ee of cruelty to prolong their fuffcrings 
y needlefly delaying to relieve them. You would thinli 
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her SL cruel mother, that having bread enouj^h and to 
/pare, fhould rather chafe to afHidI her chudwithi 
long unfatisfied hunger, than to content its craving 
appetite, by giving it its food in due feafbn; and foie 
it is a great defc^ of compaffion unnecefTarily to pro- 
long thefufFerings of our indigent brother, thodeh it be 
but for a day or an hour, when we have a prefent op- 
portunity to relieve him. And fince, whatever relief 
wedefign him, he muft necciTarily lofe fo much of it, 
as the time of our delay amounts to; mercy obliga 
us to relieve him quickly, and not fuffer him to puK 
away while our charity is growing. 

In giving of alms, as well as other Chriftian dutia, 
difcretion and prudence ought to be obfervedy fi>r thus 
the royal prophet tells us, '' afiroodman ihewetb favour, 
** and lendeth, atid will guide his affairs withdifcretion." 
Unlefs then prudence be the diipenfer of our almi, 
mercy will mifs of what it aims at and defigns by them, 
which is to do good to the poor, to fupply their w- 
ceflitics, and give them a comfortable enjoyment of ihem- 
{elves : inf^ead of which, if we do not manage our- 
fclves with prudence, we fhall many times create ne- 
cciTitics by fupplying them, aad increafe and multiply 
the mifcries of the world by an unikilful endeayoiirto 
rcdrcfs them. It being with alms as with eilates, 
where half of the riches confifts in the difcretion oif 
the owner, and thofe very Charities which arc diftri- 
buted by a blind luperrfition, or a foolifli pity, do 
many times do more hurt than good. WhathwcA 
can the wcrld reap from this precious feed of cor 
almF, when ih^y are Town with a carelefs or unfkilfiil 
handi^ W'hf^n they are either thrown on a heap to 
ufelcfs or lUjperftitious purpofcs, or fcattcrcd at all ad- 
vejitiires, without ariy diftmftion of the cultivated from 
the falliiv ground. Thu the birds of prey, ufcleis 
vagran.s, ^ironcs, and bc^<:ars, de%'our and eat them 
up, whi'e the liiodelt, impotent, and laborious poor, 
arc utterly deftitute and unprovided. 

\Vc 
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ie:^>i cl prsjvidHg our ilir.J. in iVc n;itu»r .-.lui 
.7 c£ ±err.. a* :.^ the pioj\>r:ion< of :hcnu am! 
nuizcr cf i>ci:ov»-:r.g ihom. lo i!.i* cuJ. piu- 
e will direct us not only to be triic.il in tMii r\ 
«5, to pare ctFcur fupcrrtuiiics. ;nuV to he \\\\\i\c\\i 
induiinous in our caliirj^;:, ihut \\c m;iy \\i\M lo 
,* to them that need ; but alic> to appri^pii.iir a 
ain part of cur revenues and rmHts to thole piou% 
i, that fo we may not be to leelc for nIniH u|>on (ud- 
1 and emergent occafions, but may always h.ixo a 
id ready to fupply our daily diilribution ; anil if' wr 
ce care not to alienate and einbesr.'/.le t)n» ilnir, wr 
all always give with chcarfulnefK, which double* the 
due of the charity, both as to the plcalurc we have in 
ning It, and the poor in taking it. 
Oar prudence is alfo to be excrcifed in the cliniro 
£ the objeAs of our charity, taking cnrc thai ihry 
3e fch as do truly need and clcfcrvc it. l''or uiileN 
ive do (b» we fliall often encourage vice inllrncl of re- 
lieving poverty, and be tempted by the clnniomui lin- 
poitunities of idle and vicious j>erionfl, Ut profliiulr our 
iLds to their floth and intrmprrancr. How ffnurntly 
do we fee the imprudent charitici cf well ditpofrd 
minds ])Oured into thofe finks cf rilthinefn, and, like 
the facrifices cf Bel, devoted to the impcrtunatc lu/ti 
of idle beggars and drones, tliat are net fo prri)#rtly 
^e members as the weri& (i tht* l>ody jiolitic, »« br. 
ing DCterly u/c1ci> to all i'. ti^.tA '■itd"., and only 
Temrg to dikrvf-r r.r. i I nr.^r ''.''(riii* * uj't. i», t\r; ^/inv 
IJMky th'j r.'/Ji:"...T.'r * ' f :*, f.".r;. :•■. uf'-f^i y^it-. ktin 
fncmbcr-. >•- . " .' i ; ;:."• ir ] ;.'/ r. if tl.a* 
th.r.-prrwi *.;:• * : '. "; ' ■ •••'•. ..>.;..{''. u. 'I 

r. ::V 2r r! ' ■• i . ■ - : .•';•:•.'...; -^ * r 

r : r. . ''^ --• .".' ' '■ ' ■■'.•.'.■■,'••,■••'■•, 
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ccflities ? Wherefore tho* the former arc not to be al 

gether nceleAcd, when their needs are real and urge 

yet certainly prudence will dired our charity to( 

perfonb us have either fallen ' from riches to pove 

•j • and confequently are lefs able to toil and drudge 

i bread, or clfe fuch as are either worn out by lab 

I . or difabled from it by ficknefs, or opprcffed by fu 

' numerous charge of children, as docs exceed tneii 

^' moil induilry to maintain. In this ground prud 

will advife us to fow the main of our cnarities, am 

to throw it awa)' with a carelefs hand, upon the b 

rocks and higliways, to be devoured by vermin 

birds of prey. 

We liavc already obferved that prudence, in th 
ter mining the nature and quality of our alms, 
; diredt us to prefer thofe which may fene a poor 

for a condant provifion, and put him in a fixed w; 
living, before ihofe that arc tranfient, and only he 
a pang of need, that jufl hold him up from peri; 
for an liour, but do not take him out of the dcej 
ters. If the pcrfou to wh )m we defign a relief, 
nnJ abl': lo work, it i. a much wlfci* charity topn 
li'in r.n (.inplr:'-:'.)?'.!?, or Ir-- oiuribute Knvju'ds fc 
ii:i;i up ih hi.-, tr.ide, than b:;rcly to relieve his p! 
noccfliiits ; becaufe by this means we relieve him 
for the prefent and for the future, converting our 
into a Handing maintenance ; upon which ace 
it is doubtlcfs a very prudent charity to contribute 1 
crediion and fupport of public work-houlVs fo: 
poor, where they and their children m:\y be pro 
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to the uninftrudled ; for tho* money indeed 
r all thefe needs, yet we are not fiire it will 
laid out upon them. 

B ftating me proportion of our charity, every 
las been obferved, mufl be his own cafuift. 
he Jews had a fixed and ftated proportion, a 
[ling was prefcribed to them by the law of. 

annual tithe of their increafe for the main- 
their prieils and facred officers, and a third 
ing, which amounted to the thirtieth part of 
:a&, and was dire^ed for the fupply and 
ce of the poor. If fuch a proportion was 
f the Jews, we may be fure a mater is 
fus, whofe righteoufRcfs muft exceed the righ* 
►f the Scribes and Pharifces, if ever we mean 
Lto the kingdom of heaven. Divines have 
duty of charity as pradifed by the Jews, in 
;x)urfes, but I think that Mofes's legal provi- 
: thirtieth part was of the fame kind as our 
provifion in the poor's-tax, and does not re- 
Dart of charity which we are treating of, the 
i£tice of it, what is voluntary and chcarful, 
is conftrained or injoined by law. In the 
'this virtue God has not determined the exadk 
is, and it is impoiEble for us to do it, where 
fuch dilFerent circumflances and abilities, in 
r. We muft therefore, leave men, who bcft 
1 their own condition, to the guidance of 

confcience and difcretion. They are,' in 
lace, to confider what is requifite to fupport 
le condition of their birth, their place, omce, 
, and to the difcharge of their feveial obli* 

For prudence does not rei^uire of all, the 
portions of charity. Some m^ afford a t>veii- 
ers a thirtieth, aiid to others, whofe chjildre^ 
idence are numecous, or whofe forti^i^s are 
and entangled, the hundreth j^ may 1^ 
fure. Ac^diifg af the Imap is, the wife 

man 
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man is to fow and diftribate ; fabtra^Hng not 

will fapport his life, but alio what wul mi 

decency of his eftate and peribn, and that i 

to prelent needs, but alfb as to future nece 

very probable contingencies. However, tho 

are not to beggar themfelves to enrich others 

are not to give to the poor abundantly, but i 

according to their abilities, yet it is doubt 

^fer to exceed than to fall fhort of our due p 

Having fixed the proportions of youreftal 

charity, you ought in the next place to sa 

your prudence in what proportions to dil 

And here prudence will dired you to diff 

diftributions, according to the different cir< 

of thofe you defign to relieve by them. Pr 

re^s you to give to fuch as are of a lowej 

little and little, according to their emergent 

to which you are not always to limit your 

(bmetimes to extend them even to their n 

and recreation ; that fb together with thei 

drudgery, they may now and then enjoy 

batli for die eafe of human nature. But to { 

fortunes are by lofs and accident funk, bot 

and mercy require us to enlarge the proporti 

alms, confidering how great a fall it is fron 

neceffity, and confequently how much mor 

fary to raife up fuch dejefted creatures, w! 

unacquainted with mifery, into any degree 

fort or felf-enjoyment. Prudence will farthc 

to fearch and find out juft needs, and preven 

from a/king, by furpriiing them with a kindi 

they did not look for. This will ftrengthen i 

in the providence of God, who thus ere 

friends out of the duU,. and brings then 

without and beyond their expectations. Pru< 

refbain us from upbraiding thofe we give to 

afruming'1>y it a lordly fuperiority over oi 

creatures and fellow-chiiftians ; that would i 
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h a bit and a knock, and ibphiflicate oar mo- 
crudt}'. When aily wretched creature would 
r beg of us, prudence will advife us not to turn 
f with fcom, nor yet to remove him at a dif- 
h Agns of difdain or contemptuous violence ; 
J fee reafon to grant him his rcqueft, to do it 
ly and open hand. Thus the frcenefs of our 
nhances the comfort of it; and what we de- 
r a relief and fuccour, will leave no fting be- 
n the mind of the receiver. We ought above 
s to take efpecial care not to oppreis the mo- 
:he humble, efpecially of thofe tnat have been 
ive and not to receive, not to relieve them with 
Ics or angry words, or a fcornful and fevere 
r ; neither (hould we expofe their poverty by 
g the charity, or coniTyin^ it to them in the 
V of the world ; but to hand our relief to them 
(ecret and benign, courteous and obliging man- 
hat they may receive it with chearfulneis, and 
blufhing and confufion. 

:ontrary to this humane and graceful way of 
I the manner of the ^r^t ones of the world in 
? When they give, it is commonly with a look 
er (hews the gift to be extorted by importunity, 
yed as a dole to Haves ; they feem to affedt this 
; (brt of bounty to prevent their being again im- 
l, or peoples thinking they thought it a duty to 
able. Not coniidering that thole that want, have 
kind of property in the fmall of their eftates, 
rarity fhould lay by for them ; that their difhi- 
t not a work of fupererogation, and which they 
&ve done or not done with the fame innocence. 
5 always indebted to the neceffities of othen ; 
bts are truly debts of honour, and ought to be 
barged ; they are not left at liberty to give if 
lie, or 10 let it alone. We have fliewn ho\^ they 
nly encouraged in , but commanded to, the per* 
t of thtt duty $ which indeed is not performed 

when 



fuch a mixture of feverity and fweetneis, as neit 
eiicourage them to grow upon pur charity^ nor 
them into defperadon of it. People would not 
Tain in their manner of giving alms, nor fo iparing 
meafure of it, if they would confider that the w£ 
rics of God's providence is little elfc but a con tin w 
of alms and charities to his creatures. It was hi 
rity that founded this vail and magnificent hofpita] 
world, that 0ocked it with fuch a numberlefs fw; 
creatures, and endowed it with fu^h plentiful pro' 
for the fupport and maintenance of them all . We 
of us live upon his alms, and depend on his bou 
charity for every breath of air we draw, for ev( 
of bread we eat, and for every rag of clothes we 
Indeed what are all the good things of this world, 
many argruments of his infinite liberality ? Look 
where about nature, confider the whole tenor i 
providence, furvey all the works and actions < 
hands, you fhall find them all confpiring in that az 
character given of him by the Pfalmiil, * ^ Thou ar 
and doH good." In relieving therefore the neceffi 
others we ad the part, and the bed part too, of i 
niighty Father of beings, who fits at the upper end 
taUe, and carves to his whole creation. Thecha^ 
man ' < is a God to the unfortunate, " imitating the ix 
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', how divinely magnificent it Is to fupply the 
cSf and contribute to the hajppinefs of others. 
Id court it as our higheft preferment, and blefs 
on our bended knees, for deeming us worthy of 
illuflrious employment ; and that among the nu- 
bleffings he has heaped upon as, he has vouch- 
admit us to (hare witli himfelfthe?lory of' 'doing 
His only Ton, Jefus Chrift, fbrtook his father^ 
and came down from heaven in to our nature to 
I poor perilling world, and reicue it from eternal 
ion. what a glorious recommendation is this 
ity ? He chofe rather to do good upon earth, 
reign over angels in heaven : the foie bufinefs 
g^t worthy of nimfelf while he was here, was to 
: hungry, to cure the blind and the lame, to re- 
ifickf to inftrudt the i^^norant, and reclaim the 
us. This was the dnft of all his anions, this 
|c6l of his miracles, this the fcope of all his doc- 
his whole life was nothing elfe but a continued 
f beneficences ; he went about " doing good." 
r this ye^hard-hearted Chriftians ; yon who ftop 
rs againft the poor man's cries ! What would your 
Ix)rd have done, had he been in your cafe and 
lances ? Would he, who had fo much compaf- 
the multitude, as to work a miracle to feed them> 
rned that miierable wretch away as you do, with- 
Icaft dram of comfort or relief? Would he, 
icart and hand were always open to the poor 
ferable, have defpifed the jpoor man's moans, as 
? perufe the pattern of his life ; fcan over his 
ehaviour, and fee if there be any one a6tion ia 
great exemplar, that does not upbraid you, and 
lie upon you, for calling yourfelf, fo narrow, 
md ningy a creature, one of his difeiplles, who 
merciful, generous, and liberal a mafter. Iffo, 
\T the future, either to be (b honeft as to follow 
nple, or fo modefl as to difclaim any relation 
. Farther, to fuppoie oorfelves inaependent 
.1. L poflel- 
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poiTeflbrs of our out^^ard enjoyments and abtliiu» to 
do good to others, is in effect to divell God of hi& do- Yl 
minion, and flrip him into an infignificantcypher, thai 1.^ 
only fits above in the heavens wim his arms folded ii J 
his bofom, and not concerning himfelf in the alFainof 
this lower world ; looking down only from his throne 
to pleafe himielf by feeing men fcrambling for that 
feveral ihares of it. But if wc fuppo(e him, as we have 
infinite reafon to do, the almiglity author, and fa- 
prcme difpofer of all things, we mufl acknowledge, that 
it is from his overflowing bounty that we derive ^ateva 
we poflefs ; that it is the gold of his mines which enrichei 
us, the crops of his fields which feed us, the fleeces of 
his beafls which clothe us, and that e\'ery good thing nc 
enjoy, is handed to us by the miniftry of his all-di^xst 
ing providence ; fince we owe all to his bount}', and is 
our greatefl flourifh are but his almfmen and penfionen* 
how deeply a] e \wt obliged to return to him the oblatioai 
of love and tbankfgiving ? And fince love and grati- 
tude coniift, either in the afFe^ion of the mind, or i& 
the verbal fignification of it,, or in the cfFedlual perfor- 
mance of good things to the perfcns whom we thank 
and love ; this lail is the mod complete and fubflantial 
cxprelTion of the reality of our words and afleftion.s 
For tho' good- will is indeed the root of love and gra^ 
titude, yet it lying underground, and out of fight, irt 
cannot conclude its being and life without viiible fruits 
of beneficence to the perfon whom we thank and lovCt 
As for good words, they are at befl but the leaves of 
gratitude and love, but it is good works that are the rtal 
fruits of them, by which their iincerity is demonllrated: 
for as no man docs ever imprefs a falfe llamp upon the 
finefl metal, fo colUy thanks and love zfp feldoffi 
counterfeit. It is to avoid giving any thing, or being at 
any trouble, that men do fo often Jorge and feignypretetut- 
ing to make up, in wifhing well, the defed of doing ib, 
and paying down words inlUad of things. But ymeft 
works are wanting^ there no expreflion of onr love 

and 
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ide can neither be real in itielf ', or acceptable 
^e may fpare our breath as well as our money ; 
ipty hand gives the lye to a full mouth ; and 
bal praifes of God, when we will part wiiji 
T his fake, are only fo many trifling complt- 
downright mockeries : But then do our gra- 
love to God difcover their reality, when it ap- 
lur adions, that we think nothing too dear for 
I for his fake, who hath fed and clothed us, and 
y fupplied our neceflities, wc«are ready upon 
unities, to feed, and clothe, and fupply tlx ^ 
of others. And can we think any thing too 
prcfs our gratitude to him, upon whofe over* 
)unty we depend for every bleHing we have or 
; who has provided, not only this temporal 
our bodies, but alfo an eternal heaven for 
and has fent his fon to us from his own boforo, 
It our way to it, andcondudl us thither? Or can 
any thanks too coftly for that bleffcd fon, who 
lOt to come down from heaven into this vale of 
and pour out his blood for our fakes ? Was it 
harcler for him to part with heaven, than it ii 
' part with a little money ? And can you think 
) bellow an alms for his fake, who grudged not 
m his life for yours ? This is the argument of 
,* * for ye know the grace of our lord JdiisChrift, 
le wab rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, 
o' his poverty might be rich." If men would 
onfider the h i gh obi i^ation they are charged with 
IS, on the accounts oi God and our Saviour, they 
: need fo many motives to it ; but really cha- 
omc fo cold and dead, there is hardly any thing 
remaining in it. We give fometimes becauic 
ers do it, and would not be fingular ; but alas, 
give, as thofe who know that God lends the 
his name, and allows him to a(k our fuccours 
:e : He ^ives him credit -from himfelf to us 
>e Hands in need of, and bidsiiim charge what 
Im2 be 
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he receives upon his account ; pennitting as to recbt 
him obliged oy it, and to write him down our debtor. 
When v/e flop our cars to the cries of the poor, God 
takes himfelt to be repulf! by as, and interprets it as a 
rude affront to his own pcribn, it beine oflSered to one 
that bears his name, and wears bis^ m'cry : for die 
poor man's rags are a badge of his relation to God, 
and his wants are the mouths by which God himfelf h- 
treats our relief; afTuring us that he will place it to ac- 
count, and take it as kindly at our hands, as if we had 
relieved him in his own peribn, as we have more thaa 
once proved from his own word. Should we not break 
out intothefe holvexpoftulations then, rather than he- 
fitatc the leaft in the prafHcc of this dutv of chanty ? **0 
fcleflcdGod, thattlusu fhouldflown thyfelf my debtor, 
only for repaying thee a part of what thou has lent me, 
and of what is flill thy own by an unalienable property; 
that thou, who art the great landlord of the world, fhouldl 
thus acknowledge diyfelf indebted to thy poor tenant 
for paying thee a fmall q ait-rent, a pepper-com of homap 
for whatllioldinthyright,andbythy bounty!" Fortfau 
it is, God lends iis our eftates, and then^writes himfelfonr 
debtor for that fmall pait which we repay him in tbe 
works of piety and charity. And as Gcd puts our alms (d 
his own account, fo does our Saviour alfo ; ** Inafmuchai 
ye have done it unto one of the leaft of theic my brethitn» 
ye have done it unto me :" That is, I account myfelf obli- 
ged by it, and do receive it at your hands with the fane 
kindnefs and acceptance as if you had been with me in 
my ftate of humiliation, and ihewedme all this mercy 
in my own perfon. Now when both my Creator and my 
Redeemer fend a poor wretch to me in their own name and 
perfc n, and defire me for their fakes, and upon their ac- 
count', to relieve him, can I be either fo ungrateful to 
them, to whom I am indebted for all that I have or hope 
for, or fo wanting to my own intereft, as to negled fo 
fair an opportunity of making them fome return of their 
favours, and obliging them by it, to heap more Eavouis 

upon 
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ENVY. 



ONE may fay more hard things again ft 
than againft the moft tormenting direafe : 
full of paiix, and a great inftrumeikt of vex: 
It eats the flefh, dries np the marrow, makes 1 
eyes, lean cheeks, and a pale face ; it is no more i 
lefs than a dircft refolution never to enter into 1; 
by the way of noble pleafure taken in the good cf c 
It is moft contrary to God, and the very revcrfe c 
felicities and aftions of heaven, where every ft 
creafes the light of the other, and the multitu 
gnefts at the fupperof the lamb, makes thee tern a 
more a feftival. It isperfeftly the ilate of hell aj 
pafTion of devils, for they do nothing but de/p 
themfelves, and envy others quiet and lafbty, an 
cannot rejoice either in their good or evil : tho* 
cnde?vour to hinder that, or procure this, with a 
devices and arts of malice, and of a great under! 
ing. Envy can ferve no end in the world ; it c; 
pleafe any thing, nor do any thing, nor hindc 
thing, but the content and happinefs of him thart* h 
it can never pretend to juftice, as hatred and unc 
tablenefs (bmetimes may : for there may be cau 
hatred, I may have wrong done me, and then h 
has fome pretence, tho'nojuft argument; where 
m'an is unjuft or injurious for being profpcrous 
wife. Many men therefoic profefs to h.ite anoihei 
no man owns envy, as being an enmity and dii 
lure for nc caufe but goodnefs ox felicity'. En 
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ire like caterpillars, that delight moft to dcx-our 

nd excellent fruits. Envy is the bafeft of all crimes , 

.lalice and anger are appcafed with benefits, but 

is exafpcrated, as envying die fortunate both the 

;r and the will to do good ; it never leaves murmur- 

'till the envied pcrfon be IcveU'd, and then only the 

Ufc leaves to cat the liver. If his neighbour be 

Ic miferable, the envious man may be himfelf trou- 

iy but his forrow is feliiih ; and he docs not (b much 

/ the miferable as himfelf, for being liable to the 

le misfortune. There is fomcthing more flavifli in this 

m in any other paflion ; it confclTes a fuperiority in 

e objedt it works upon, either in merit or in fortune, 

id hates it for that fubjediion, which perhaps is only 

dream of his, and a difeafc of his imagination. We 

ave been talking of its oppofite, charity ; and by exa- 

lining the beauty of that virtue, we fhall the better fee 

he demrmity of this vice. 

It is an argument of a great and generous mind to 
employ ourfelves in " doing good" to extend our thoughts 
and care to the concernments of others, and to ufe our 
power and endeavours for their benefit and advantage^. 
Dccaufe it (hews an inclination and dcfirc in us, to have 
Others happy as well as ourfelvcs. Thofe who are of a 
narrow and envious fpirit, of a mean and fordid difpo- 
fition, love to contra^ themfelves within themfelves, 
and like the hedge-hog, to (hoot out their quills at every 
one that comes near them ; they take care of no body 
but themfelves, and foolifhly think their own happinefs 
the greater, bccaufe they have it alone and to themfelves. 
But the nobleft and moft heavenly difpofitions think 
themfelves happieft when others (hare vnth them in 
tlieir happinefs. Of all beings, God is the farthcll re- 
moved from envy ; and the nearer any creature ap- 
proaches to him, the farther it is off from this hcllilK 
quality and dlfpafition. It is the temper of the d;vil to 
?rudgc happinefs toothers; he envied that man Ihould 
be in paradife when he was call oat of heaven. 

L 4 Othsr 



^} rj molt glonous titles, as the brighlelt gem m I 

'' \ dcm, " the Lord, might)- to fave;" he delight; 

/^ -j fhcw his fovereignty in ruining the innocent, j 

• * ' ftroying helplefs creatures ; that is the property c 

reign tyranny upon earth : cruel and arbitrary 

i think diey never exert their dignity with fomucf 

as when it is exercifed in adls of feverity and bio 

if mifchief was inieparable from power ; but G 

; lights in relieving the helplefs and innocent, and 

J devil belongs the title of " thedeftroyer." 

I . Without the quality of goodnefs, all other perf 

; would change their nature, and lofe their excel] 

great power aud wifdom woiild be terrible* am 

nothing but dread and fufpicion in us. Power v 

goodnefs, is tyranny and oppreiHon, and wifd 

craft and treachery. It is needlefs to reduce t 

example. A being endued with knowledge and ] 

and yet wanting goodnefs, would be noming li 

an irrefiilible evil, and an omnipotent mifchief. 

admire knowledge^^^ahd are afraid of power, ai 

ped wifdom ; bat we can heartily love nothin 

goodnefs, or fuch perfedions as are in conjundio 

it : for luiowledge and jpower may be in a natur 

trary to God ; the devil has thefe perfections in 

celling degree. When all is done, nothing ar 
* J ^ ^:-. J u..* 1-. j~^r. ...I.: 
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2i6 DETRACTION, 
he fliares in their joys : Jethro, though an alien, " 
«« ccd for all the good God had done to Ifrael ;'" 
v/hy ihotxld not we have as fenfiblc a concurrence 
oar fellow Chriilians ? He who has fo, will find 
thing to balance his own fufierings. 

One would think that (6 painful and Co impc 
vice as envy, fhould not be io prevalent ; but f 
the pride of man's heart, that it cannot eafily be bi 
to be in humour with fubjedion of any kind ; i 
arc commonly fo favourable toourfelves, as to m 
in our own imagination, the lofs of thofe adva 
we envy in others ; which vanity will go a gre 
to take off the rancour of this vice, where religi* 
virtue have not fuppreft it. 



DETRACTIO 

I Believe therp is hardly a man living, who 
lead Gonverfant with men or things paft at 
ient, either in life or in hiftory, but Will ai 
ledge that detra6Uon was never carried to fuch 
travagance asithas been lately with us in England 
hints have been given of it in the foregoing pa; 
fhall now confider this vice more fully, and exj 
guilt and the mifchief of it, which will doub 
confirmed by all our experiences. 

In doing this it will be necefiary to difcourfc 

tra£lion in - all the parts of it, as well ' that 

"tongue as that of the pen. And if there be th 

fb^tch their mouths againfl heaven, we are not 

der if ther€ be more £at will ihoot tiieir arxrov 
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Intereft. It is true, many have improved thus too {art 
blown ap this fpark into fach flames of aBkhidon U 
have fet the world into a combuftion ; foch as Akx- 
;inder, Cxfar, and others, whofacri&ced HecatombstB 
their fame, fed it up to a prodigy upon a canibal fie^ 
the fle(h of men. In our days we have feen the cUtf 
reafon for the mofl unjuft and bloody wars has beet 
wound up in the fingle phrafes of our honour andov 
glory ; yet even thcfe exceflfes ferve to evince die um- 
verfal confent of mankind, that reputation is a vafah 
«ble and defirable thing. Nor have we only the fiiffnge 
of men, but thcatteilation ofGodhimfelf : **a good name 
^* is better than great riches : again, a good name is better 
** than precious ointment.*' And the moretorecoamcBl 
it, he propofes it as a reward to piety and virtue, ask 
menaces the contrary to wickednefs ; ** the memory of tbe 
«< juil fhall be bleffed, but the name of the wicked fiial 
** rot." Accordingly good men have in their eftimaie 
ranked their names in the next degree to their foubi 
preferred them before goods or life. Indeed it b that 
which gives an inferior fort of immortality, and makes 
MS even in this world furvivc oiirfi-Ives; this part of QS 
;ilonc contin.Ti s vcrdantin tho grave, and yields perfuir^ 
uhon we ape ilench and roltennefs: the confideration 
whereof has fo prevailed wi»h the more generous hea- 
thens, that tliey have cheartulty quitted iifc in con- 
templation of it. 

The love of liberty and glory has been always bW 
with the appjaufe of pofterity, however it may be d^ 
prell: in the purfuits of it. Tyranny and the creature! 
of tyrants del pi fe that good name, whofe odor is richer 
:han the richvi perfumes ; they being black themielvest 
'iefire nothing but to blacken others; they confound 
fame and infamy, they indulge their lull of power* 
and look on every thing elfe as iniipid or ridiculous; 
they are infeniible of fhame, and do not care what 
any tongue can fay of them, as long as they can ciK 
it out fox it« But as thefe are mcnil^ in morality, A 

Aotbisj 
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can be argued from their praflices avainft the 
n •pinion of all honed men. Such will always 
atiencwhen their reputation is invaded. To 
m^r« to what ^11 1* does foxretimes the very 
f a«eproach hurry men? It makes them really 
that virtue trom whence all true reputation 
, and loic the fubftanoe by too greedy catching 
hadaw. 

t reafcn fets fame at fo high a rate, rnd paflioQ 
^her, we may conclude the violating this intercft 
the greateft injuries in human commerce; fuch 
riented not only by the rafii but the fober. We 
kk out only blocks and ftoncs, the (lupid pare 
kind, if we think we can inflict this wound 
t fmart. And though the powers of Chrillianity do 
e {0 moderate this refcntment, that none of tho/e 
Ihall recoil » no degree of revenge be attempted, 
t does not at all jui'tify or excufc the inflidlor. It 
ideed be a ufeful trial of the patience and meek- 
*ihe de&med, yet the defamer has not the lefs 
of crime or danger: not of crime, for that ii 
enhanced by the goodnefs of the pedbn injured ; 
danger, fmce God is the more immediate aven- 
thoie who attempt not to be their own. But if the 
meets not with this meekneiss as it is very likely, 
not in this vindidtiveage, it then contiads anotlier 
ulative guilt, ibuids anfwerable not only for its 
wtxtxvc ill, but for ail tlK accidental which it 
to thefufibrer, who by this means is robbed not 
f his rq)utation, but lus innocence too, provoked 
(e unduiAxan i«tums which draw God alio into 
mity, and fet him at once at war with heaven 
trth. And though as «> his immediate judgment ho 
lear his kii^nity, and anfiver for his impatienccia 
in all civil mfurrediom die xineleadcr is looked 
Eh a pardcular ievmty, lb doubtleit in this cafii 
-ft provoker has by hu ieniority and primogeai* 
douidepoigioa of thosoUv aiidiiMy c Qiifcqn^tly 
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expe6l part of the punilhment, according to the doom 
of our Saviour, *♦ Woe be to that man by whom the 
ofcnce coxneth." 

What a train of mifchiefs ufoally follows this iia of 
detradlion ! it is fcarce poflible to make a full eftimate 
of its mallTnity: It is one of the i»rand incendiaries 
which diilurbs the peace of the world, and has a great 
ihare in moft of its quarrels. For could we examine 
ail the feuds which harafs perfons, families, nay, ibme- 
times nations too, we (hould find the greater part take 
their rife from injurious reproachful words. In regard 
therefore of the proper guilt of this vice, and all tnoft 
remoter ilns and mifcrics which come after it, it is every 
man'? great concern to watch over himfelf ; neither is 
it lefs in reipedl of that univerfal aptnefs we have to this 
fin, and its being fo perpetually at hand, that for othen 
we muft attend occaiions and feafons, but the opportu- 
nities of this are always ready: I can do my neigh- 
bour this injury when I can do him no other. Befi(&s, 
the multitude of ohjedls do proporrionably multiply both 
the pofiibilities and occafions, and the objefts here are 
as numerous as there are perfons in the world I either 
know or have heard of. For though fome fort of detrac- 
tion feem confined to thofe to whom we bear particular 
malice, yet there are other kinds of it more ranging, 
which (ly indilferently at all. This fin has the aid of 
almoll univerf;il example, which is an advantage ho- 
yond all the other, there being fcarce any fo irrefiflible 
infmuatir)n as the pradice of thofe with whom we ooa- 
verfc, and no fubjeft of converfc fo common as the de-* 
faming our neighbours. I'here are tm) kinds of fpread-^ 
ing defamatory reports, either falfe or true j which though 
they feem to be of different complexions, yet may ipring 
from the fame flock, and drive at the fame deiigns. The 
fpreading of falfe defamatory reports admits of variont 
circumftances: fometimes a man> invents a ^perfeA fid-> 
fity of another; fometimes he that does not invent it, yet 
reports it, U&ongh he knows it to bcfalie i aiid a third 1 r€ . 

there. 
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irc, who having not certain knowledge whether it 
e or no, do vet divulge it as an abfolute certain t}', 
rad with fuch artificial infinuations as may bias the 

on that head : the former of thefe is a ciime of 
h, fo difmgenuous a nature, that though many arc 
lOugh to commit, nont are ib impudent to avow it. 

in this age of infulting vice, when almoft all 
dnefs appe:irs barefaced, this is fain to keep on 
zard. No man will own himfelf a falfc accufcr j 
modcfty do not reftrain him, yet his very malice 

iince to confcfs would be to defeat his delign. 
indeed the moft dialxJical of all other fins, it being 
ijundtion of two of the devil's moft eflential pre- 
ss, malice and lying : we know it is his peculiar 
to he the accufcr of the brethren ; and when wer 
cribe his copy, we alfo aflume his nature, intitl« 
rives to a defcent from him : " ye arc of your fa- 
•r the devil,'* we are by it a fort of incubus brats, the 
nous progenies of the lying fpirit. It is indeed a 
►ffogrofs, fo formidable a bulk, that there needs 
elp o? opticks to render it difccmible. 
he next degree is not much Ihort of it, what it wants- 
thcr of invention than malice ; for he that will fa 
t another's lye, (hews he would willingly have beea 
roper father: it does indeed difter no more than the 
er of adulterate wares does from the vender of 
\ ; and certainly there cannot be a more ignominious 
* "than" the being huckfters to fach vile merchan- 

in which the public libellers of our times are 
nous dealers. They do, it is true, invent of thcii* 
, as well as report other mens fcandal; but whether 

their own, or others, they vend it, when they know 

be falfe, to thofe whofe mtereft they think it would 
) have it true. The fin of this is not lefs than the 
pefs. We find the lover of a lye ranked in an equal 
I of guilt with the maker; and fhrely he muft be 
imed to love it that can defcend to be the broker 
, and hAf-iZ to ptfs current in the world. 

The 



i : |, tt will do neither. For if they arc afi^c£led i| 

* ' . they are Co willing it fbould be true, that the] 

\'^' • attempted to exani ine j t. It does not fufHce th 

'. ' know the falfity, Uv t'> in .ike mc a true /peak 

I "ccflary I know the truih of what 1 affirm. N 

. 1 thing were never fo true, yet, if 1 knew it no 

.. i its truth will not fccure me from being a 

.• ' ■ cheteFore whoever endeavours to have that re 

t a*certaintyy whic'i hi mfelf knows not to be i 

":' t ^s^ainft truth. 7 he utmoil that can confiil \ 

■]' :i rity, is to rcprHcnt it to others as doubtful as 

j to him ; yet even tiiUt, as confonant as it 

J truth ifi not chaiity. Ev; ii c'oubtful accuiat 

a ftanio behind tliein, and often prove indelil 

to the party accufed; how much more then d( 

|)ofitive and confident afpcrfioas we have hithc 

f)f ? Thofe who ipread this doubtful calumny « 

[ . advancers of defamatory deiigns tLr.n the firft < 

For they, upon aconfcioufncfs of^heir falfene 

j iged to proceed cautioufly , to pick out the crec 

leaft difcemingpeifonsiy on whom to impofe the 

■sdod dare not produce them in all companies 

^ete^lion ; but thefe, in confidence that the u 

it be one, lies not at their door, fpeak it w: 

reflraint in all nlaces. at all times : and what 
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if we apply thcfe pradliccs to our rule of duty, there 
will need no very clofc inrpection to difcern the cbli- 
□iiit)'. The moll Aiperfidal glance will evidence theie 
ftfveral degrees of flanderers to do what they would not 
be willing to fufFer : who amon^ them can be content 
CO be falily afperfed ? Nay, fo far are they from that, 
that let but the fliadow of their own calumny refledt on 
thexnfelves, let any but truly tell them tliat they have 
faldy accufed others, they grow raving and impatient, 
like a* dog at a looking-glafs, combatin? that image 
>\'hich himfelf creates ; and how fmoothly foever the 
original lye Hides from them, the eccho of it grates their 
ears. It is obfervable, that thofe who make the greateft 
hevock of other mens reputation, are the moll nicely 
tender of their own; which fets this fin of defamation 
in a mofl diametrical oppofition to the evangelical 
precept of " lovine our neighbours as ourfelves." Thus 
much is difcemibk even in the furface of the crime; but 
iir we look deeper, and examine the motives^ we fhall 
find the founaation well agrees to the fuperflrudlure, 
they being actually one of thefe two, malice or intered. 
The thin^ is fo difinsenuous, fo contrary to the didlates 
of hamanity, as weu as divinity, that I mufl, in re- 
veience to our common nature, prefume, that nothing 
but a very forcible impulfe could drive a man fo far 
from kimfelf. The devil here plays the artifl, and as 
the fttaleft poifons to men are, they fay, drawn from 
hnman bodies, fo here he extracts the venom of the 
irafcible and concupifcible part, and in it dips thofe 
arrows which we thus fhoot at one another. 

Malice is the whirlwind which has fhaken flates and 
£unilies, no lefs than private perfons ; a paflion fo im- 
petuous and precipitate, that it often equally involves 
(he a^nt and the patient ; a malicious man being of 
like violence, with thofe who flung the three diildren 
into the fiery furnace, confumed by thofe flames into 
ivhich he caft others. As forinterefl, it is the univcrfal 
monarch to which all other empires arc tributaries; 

to' 
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to which men facrifice, not only their coixfcicnce and 
innocence, but what is ufually much dearer, their 
fcnfualities and vices : thofc, whom all the divine, 
either threats or promifes, cannot perfuade to mortify, 
nay but reftrain one luft, at mammon's beck will dif- 
claim many, and force their inclinations to comply 
with their intereft. 

While this fm of calumny has two fuch potent 
abettors, ive are not to wonder at its growth. Ai 
long as men are malicious and defigning, they will be 
traducing. Thofe cyclopes will be perpetually foi^g 
thunderbolts^ again ft which no innocence or virtue 
can be proof. And, alas, we daily find too great eflfcft 
of the ir induftry : but though thefe are the forgers of the 
more iblemn deliberate calumnies, yet this fportive age 
has produced another fort, there being men tliat defame 
others out of wantonnefs ; invent little florieSy thit 
they may find themfelves exercife, and the town talk. 
This, if it muft pafs for fport, is fuch as Solomon de- 
fcribes, " as a mad-man that cafteth firebrands, arrowi 
** and death, fo is he that deceivcth his neighbour, and 
** faith, am not I in fport ? " He who fhoots an arrow 
in jeft, may kill a man m earneft ; and he who gives him* 
felf the liberty to play with his neighbour's fame, 
may foon play it away. Moft men are fo ready to en- 
tertain ill opinions of others, that they greedily' draw 
in any fuggeftion of that kind ; and one may as eafily 
perfuade the thirfty earth to refund water (he has fucked 
into her veins, as them to depofite a prejudice they have 
once taken up. Thefe jocular flanders are often as 
mifchievous as thefe of deeper defign ; and the flight- 
nefs cf the temptation aggravates the guilt : for furc 
he who car. put fuch an iiitercd of his neighbour's, in 
balance with a little fit of lawr^hter, fets it at a lower 
price, than he who hopes to enrich or advance himfelf 
by it. Though it may pafs among fome for a fpecimen 
of \vit, yet it really leaves them among Solomon's fools, 
'* who made a mock at (in." 

Slander 
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ider is a plant that grows in all foils. The fro- 
ne humour as well as the morofe betrays to the 
kVho can hope to efcape this fcourffeof the tongue, 
wife man has it, and this, flail of the prefs? Per- 
'all ranks do mutually afpcrfe, and are a(perfed. 
reat give patronage and encouragement ; and the 
nadly run into that, which turns fo much to their 
ind their pleafure. He who would not have his 
ty abufed, has (carce a fecurer way than, like 
biologer, who made his almanack give a tolerable 
t of the weather, by a diredl inverfion of the 
)n prognoftications, to let his belief run quite 
y to reports. This difeafe is grown fo epidc- 
that even religion has got a taint of it ; each 
on and opinion endeavouring to reprefent its 
oift as odions as it can ; and while they contend 
:ulative truth, they by mutual calumnies, for- 
i pradHce : a thing which juftly excites the grief 
I men, to fee that thofe, who pretend all to the 
^hriftianity, fhould only be unanimous in the vio- 
that truth and charity it prefcribes. 
[e relifi;ious debates, far unworthy fuch an epithet, 
le to inch a degree of irreligion, that it has given 
ft to unbelievers, to make a jeft of our holy doc- 
felf.. Can there be any thing, they cry, in a re- 
the profelTors of which oreak through all the rules 
1 contentions about indifferent matters ? Charity 
um of all, and that was never fo much broken 
i as it has been in our times. If thefe be the 
s of our fpiritual warfare, what may we think 
amal ? How are our fecular animofities purified, 
ur fpeculations are thus managed ? How eafily 
un down the reputation of any, who Hand in 
cither of our fplcen or avarice ? 
ere can be no true religion, without charity ; fb 
n be no true human prudence, without bearing 
Icfccnfion. This rule will diredl us, who are of 
jliflicd diurch, in our carnage towards thofc tliat 

dit 
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again ; nor no hard words to iharpen their n 
»nd make a perpetual bar to unity. But whe 
ll^'f/- . a d^x)Ation in the contending parties, to bea 

another, to /peak well of one another, and pu 
that fire* of contention, whkh the moutas 
men have blown into fo teniblc a flame / 

Not only pious men, but piety itfelf parta 
iame face in the infults of Aander ; and he 
merry humour to gratify, cares not whetke 
•^;.l ( the expence of liis religion, neighbour's r 

or at that of religion it{e&. 

How great madaefs is it to make fo coiUy < 
-fo vile an idol as calumny ? It is indeed the w 
our own imaginations ; prefernng a malicious 
fore a real felicity; which is but faintly ref 
Jbim, who is faid to have chofen to part with 1 
iricky rather than bum his romance. Are tkei 
corporal fins enongh CO rain us? Muftwehav 
too ? Damn ooHdves with chimeras, and b) 
geriesofour braias, dream ourfelves tadefti 

Let all thofe then, who thus imhappily en 
iove&ive faculty, timely confider, now uo 
sti^de it is likely to prove ; that all their faJ 
lions of others, wiU rebound in true ones u 
ielves. It does often fo in tiie world, whej 
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a lower fbnn of guilt than the former; yett 
kind, they equally agree in the definitiou of 
n ; iince .1 man's credit may be impaired, as well 
sports as by falfeones. Though every fault have 
lal efFe^s which are coetaneous to the act, yet 
ifamy is not fo ; this is a more remote conU-- 
lat which it immediately depends upon, is the 
ig. A man may do things, which to God and 
confcience are abominable, and yet keep his 
•n with men ; but when this flifled crime breaks 
?n his fecrct euilts are detected, then, and not 
, he becomes infamous. Thus, though hisfm be 
rial, yet it is thedifcovery that is the formal caufe 
ifamy. It follows therefore, that he who di- 
1 unknown concealed fault, ftands accountable 
e confcquences which flow from that divulging; 
her accountable as for guilt, muil be determi- 
he particular circumdances of the caufe. We 
to admit of an exception; for though every dif- 
f another's fault, be, in the flrid natural fenfe 
crd, a detradion, yet it will not always be the 
tradion ; becaufe in ibme inftances, there may 
rher obligations intervene^ and faperfede what 
to the fame of our neighbour, in thoie calc* 
tot only be lawful, bat necellary Co cxpofc liim. 
[ten fall out, that by concealing one man's fanlt^ 
» injurious to another, aay, fo a whole commu- 
Ithenlcafliimethegiulcioonceal; and» bytUo 
>th of God andoiaDy amjodeedan acceflr:*.r *■ 
juftice to others cnftms, fo iometimes juilU- 
Ts felf, allows the pnbJifliing of a fault, v. : 
;rable intereil cither of ^me or fortune, ' 
rwife be refcucd. But ^o nake loud outer i - 
when ihty Mil] :.' •.•.•:.^/ 10 tbextdrefs ■ 
rty r?th. - •- .^and impatience. 

cdhyiuili.-. ■•• -. ."n tiiat oilfe* **•■ 

IS the m.' ,.^^„ For be \ 
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of his, which is invaded, he aflaults the other in a 

interell, by wounding; him in his good name. 

the caufe be conftderable, and the manner regulai 

lies no Aire obligation upon anv man to wrong ] 
in indulgence to another. Neither does charity rt 

diis liberty; for though it be one ad of charity I 

ceal another man's fault, yet many times it may 

coniUlent with fome more important charity, v, 

owe to a third perfDn, or perhaps to a multitude, 

thofe cafes wherein public benetit is concerned. 

were not allowable, no hiflory could lawfully be w. 

iince, if true, it cannot but relate the faults of r 

no e\ddence could be brought in againil a malel 

and indeed, all difcipline would be inverted, which 

be fo great a mifchief, that charity obliges to pre^- 

whatever defamation falls upon the guilty by it : 

fuch inflances, it is a true rule, that mercy to th< 

proves cruelty to the innocent : and as in a compe 

of mifchiefs, we are to choofe the leaft ; fo of two 

the greatcH and moft exteniive is the moil eli 

That charity, which reflefts even upon myfclf, 

aifo fometimes fuperfede that to my neighbour ; th 

mt obliging me to love him better than myfclf. J 

not fiircly filently affent to my owii unjull defamj 

for fear of proving another a faifc uccufer j nor fuffe 

ielf to be made a beggar, to conceal another man's 

a thief. It is true, in a great inequality of intc 

charity, whofe charader ib '* not to ieck her own, " 

prompt me to prefer a greater concern of my n 

bour's before a flight one of my own; but in equ* 

cumftances I am fure I am at liberty to be kind h 

myfelf : if 1 will recede even from that, I may, bui 

is then to be accounted among the heroick fligl 

charity, not her binding and iudefpenfable laws. 

When it is remembered how common the breach 
juflice and charity are now grown in the world 
mud certainly impute fuch inceiTant effeds to fome ^ 
rous caufes, of which it may not be amifs to poin 
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ic of the moH obvious. One of the principal ingie- 
ats in defamation is prides a humour, whicli as it is 
'ays mounting, fo it will make ufc of any footllool 
.'sirds its rife. A man who eAe£ls an extraordinary 
endor of reputation, is glad to find any foils to fet 
n off; and therefore will let no fault or tolly of ano^ 
rr enjoy the (hade, but bring it into the open light ; 
X by checomparifon, his own excellencies may appear 
; brighter. I dare appeal to the breail of any proud 
m, whether he does not upon fuch occafions, make 
ne pharifaical reflexions upon himfelf ; whether he 
not apt to fay, " I am not like other men, or as this 

rublican," though probably he leaves out the, *< God, 
thank thee." He who cheriQics fuch fentiments as 
efe in himfelf, will doubtlefs be willing to propagate 
em to other men ; and to that end render the blemilhes 
' others as vifible as lie can. Hut this betrays a dege- 
rrous fpirit, which from a confcioufnefe that he wants 
lid worth, on which to build a reputation, is fain to 
und it upon the ruin of other mens. The true diamond 
flrklcs even in the fun-ihinc ; but that virtue is a fort 

low-worm brightnefs, which owes its lullre to the 

cnefs about it. 
Envy is another promoter to detradHon, fomctimes it 
particular, fomctimcs general. Hewho has a pique to 
QOther, would h<ive him as hateful to all mankind as he 
; to him ; and therefore as he repines at any thing which 
lakes him mere cllcemed, fohe exults in any thing which 
epre/Tes him, and is ufually very induftrious to irapro\x: 
lie opportunity. He has a llrange fagacity in hunting 
t out. No vulture does more quickly fccnt a carcafe 
Kan an envious pcrfon docs thciedcad fiics, v^hich cor- 
apt his neighbour's ointment, whofc vapour, like a 
Tong wind, is by his heat fcattcred, and difperfed far 
nd near. Nor needs he any great crime to praftife on : 
very little infirmity or paflion looked on through his op- 
icks, apjpears a mountainous guilt. He can improve the 
raft fpoCK or freckle into a Teprofy, which ihall over- 

fpread 



inci 



"t i 1 Here are lome tempers lo maugn tnat tncy ^ 

^ » y I . all, and believe ill of all ; like Timon of Atlw 

. jj'f :. I . profeiTedhimfelf an imivcrfal man-hater. He whc 

''',, I confcience refiefb difmal images of himfelf, ii 

'l I 10 put the fame ugly (hape upon the whole nat 

"*•. I to conclude that all men are the fame, were 

'""I dofcly infpedled: Wherefore, when he can fei 

^ i' ' leaft glimmering of a fault in any, he takes it a 

, [ [ of his fuppoiition, and with an envious joy c 

T-, . J many fpcdators as he can. It is certain there 

*- ,.i,' in whofe ears nothing founds fo harlh as the c 

[ ' dation of anotjier ; and nothing, on the contn 

! melodious as a defamation. Plutarch gives an in 

^ this upon Ariilides*s banifhment; whom, when 

peribn had propoied to oftracifm, being aiked ^ 

pleafure Aridides had done him ? He replyed, n( 

thcr do I know him, but it grieves me to hear cv 

;. call him ajuft man. J fear fome of our keenc(^ 

. . ■ ..■ now>a-days may give the fame anfwcr. Any ms 

eminent for piety, or indeed moral virtue, fltall ha 

invidious eyes upon him, watching for his halti 

if any the leafl obliquity can be ipied, he is ufi 

• .: • than the vilefl malefactor : for fuch are died b, 

bar, and know the utmoft of their doom; but i 

' . ' arraigned at every table in every tavern. At 
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There is another fort of detradors, whofe deiigns 
re not fo black, but are mean and (brdid, much too 
ght to be put in balance with a neighbour's credit, 
if thefe, fome will pick up all the little ilories the/ 
an eet to humour a patron ; an artifice well known 
y tnefe trencher-guefls, who like rats, flill haunt 
hie bed provifions. Thefe men do almoft come up to 
literal fenfe of what the Pfalmift fpoke in a figurative, 
' they eat up people for bread," tear and wony a man in 
is good name, that themfelves may eat. It was a 
urfe denounced againft £li*s offspring, ** that they 
* fhould come andcrouchfor a morfelof oread."Butfuch 
nen court this as a preferment ; and to bring themfelves 
/ithin the reach of it, ftick not to afTume that vile of- 
.cc of common delators. There are others, who, when 
hey have got the knowledge of another man's faults, 
lunk it an endearing thing to whifper them in the ear 
»f fome friend or confident. But furely if they mud 
Leeds facrifice fome fecret to tlieir friendfhip, they 
hould take David's rule, and " not offer that which coft 
hem nothing." If they will exprefs tlieir confidence, 
et them acquaint them with their own private crimes ; 
:hat indeed will (hew fomething of truft ; but thbfe 
experiments upon another man's cofl, will hardly con- 
ance anyconiiderable perfon of their Idndnefs. 

A more trifling fort of defamers than even thefe, arc 
Jiofe who have no deliberate defign which they purfue 
In it, yet are as affiduous at the trade, as the deeper 
antrivers. Such are thofe who publifh their neigh- 
bour's failings as they read gazettes, only that they may 
be telling news ; an itch which fome people's tongues 
ire firangely over-run with, who can as well hold a glow- 
ing coal m their mouths, as keep any thing they think 
lew. l*hey will fometimesrun themfelves out of breath, 
hr fear any fhould ferve them as Ahimaaz does Cufhi. 
rnd tell the tale before them. This is one of the moii 
rhildifh vanities imaginable ; and furc men mufl have 
buls of a very low £vel that can think it a commen- 

Vol. I. M furate 
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' j I . fclves out of" their own florc, and thcrefo] 

;4|'.j. foreign accelfion pais l.y them, no mort 

i' ■ I whicn is always going can aflbrd any \ 

I waflc. I know we ule to call this talkat 

I minine vice; but to fptak impartially, I tJ 

•■ r we have given that icx the mclofure of 

\ i' * they have not all the fault; and lie that (h 

' ; ate loquacity to women, fecms to overlool 

.:,: } of his own iex; for it is pofTible to go ir 

• I, company, where it will Lc iis hard to cdj 

f- as at a female goiTiping. However, as 

' cular of defaming, both the iexes fcem to 

and I think he were a ver) critical judge tl 

ternuiic between thcin. 

But left tlie latter cf thcfc defamers fho 
abf(»lve themielves, a^ incn of harmlefs 
Ihall dcfire tliem to confider, that they ai 
impertinent, notlefs injurious. For thoug 
ted, tliat tlie proud and envious are to make 
count for their pride and envy, yet as far 
their neighbour, they are equally mifchic 
creon, that was choked with a grape-ltone, t 
ly as Julius Caelar with his three and twej 
and a man's reputation may be as well fool 
tied away, as malicioufly betrayed, perhaps 
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contradJdion to them; for where they do not [xpmx 
fonie particular rcfpctts command, they do implicitly 
ano generally forbid all fuch ciifcoverics. It ihc fault 
divulged bo of a light nature, the oifend=»r cannot merit 
fo much by it, as to be made .1 public difcouric. K?me 
is a tender thine, and is feldom tolt and banil/ed with- 
out receiving lome bruife, if not a crick, i^oporti, 
like fnow-balls, gather ftill the farther they riill ; and 
ivhen I have once handed it to another, wJiat afiV- 
rancc have I that he will not improve it? And if he 
deliver it fo advanced to a thi*d, he may alfo give his 
contribution to it; and fo, in a fucceflivc tranimittiu^;, 
it may grow to fuch a monfterous bulk, as bcarj no j>r(>- 
portion to its original. He mull be a grc-at lirangcr to 
the world, that has not experimentally found the truth 
of this. How many pcrfons have lain under great and 
heavy fcandals, which have taken their firit rife onlv 
from inadvertence or indifcrction ? Of fo quick a growth 
is flander, that the leaft grain, like that of m'uftard- 
fced, immediately flioots up into a tree; and when it 
is fo,it can no more be reduced back into its firll caufc, 
than a tree can fhrink into that little feed from whence 
. it fprang. No ruins are fo irreparable as tliofe of re- 
putation, and therefore he who puts out but one ftone, 
towards the breach, may do a grcatx^r niifchicf than per- 
haps he intcids, and a greater injuitice too; for by how 
much the more ftrictly jultice obliges us lo reparation, 
in cafe of injuries done, fo much the more i'cvtrtly 
docs it prohibit thp doing fuch injuries as are irrepa- 
rable. No confidering man can be ignorant how apt 
even little trivial accuiations arc to tear and manjrlc 
one's fame, and if yet the lavifh talker rcftrains them 
. not, he certainly Hands accountable to Goil, his neigh- 
bour, and his own confciencc, tor all the danocr they 
procure. 

If the report coaccrnj fome higher and enormous 

cr.me, it is true the dclin luciit may dclcrve t.ie iefs pit\-, 

yet I eraaps the reporter -u^y not dercr\c tiic Icfs Llamcl 

M 2 Ij,^. 



•> ' when by a public deteftion he is fallen und( 

famy he feared, he will then be apt to difcard al 
and think he owes himfclf the utmoilpleafu 
vice, as the price of his reputation. Pcrha 
vances ftill farther, and fets up for a reverft foi 
by being eminently wicked, and he who befoi 
a clandeiline difciple, bea^rnes a dodtor of 
And fure it were better to let a concealed crin 
in its wifhed obfcurity, than by this rouiing i 
covert bring it to ft and at bay, and fet itfe 
open defiance, efpeciaUy in this degenerate ai 
vice has fo many well-wilhers ; that like a hopi 
they eagerly run into any that will head them 
The divulging of private crimes, efpcciall 
be novel and unufuaf, docs but an ill piece < 
to the public. Vice is contagious, and cafls p< 
vapours, and as he that (hould bring out a pe 
of the plague, to inform the world of hij 
would be thought not to have much befriended h 
bourhood; fo he that difplays thefe vicious ulc 
he feeks to defame one, nlay perhaps infedl mi 
too experimentally find the force of bad e 
Men trequently take up fms, to. which the)i 
natural propenfion, merely by way of confor 
imitation: but if the inftancc happens in a crir 
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correfpond with thejullice and charity we owe either to 
particolar pcrfons, or to mankind in general. And in- 
deed no better can be cxpeded from a practice, which 
(6 pcjfeftly contradifts die grand rule both of juftice 
and charity, " the doing as we would be done" by : " that 
this does lb, every man nas already convidionwith him, 
if he pleafes but to confult his own heart. With what 
fblicitude do wc feelc to hide our own guilt? What falfc 
dreiles have we for it? What varnilhes? There are 
not more arts of difguifmg our corporeal blemifhes, 
than our moral, and yet while we thus paint our own 
deformities, we cannot alk)w any the Icail imperfeftion 
ofanother's to remain un^eteded, but tear off the veil 
from their blufhing frailities, and not only expofe but 
proclaim them. Can there be a groffer or more detef- 
table partiality than this ? God may fure in this inllance, 
as in many others, expoftulate \yith us as he did with 
lirael, ** are not your ways unequal?" What barbarity, 
what inhumanity is it, thus to treat thofe of the fame com- 
ipon nature with ourfelves, whom we cannot but know 
have the fame concern to prefcrve a reputation, and the 
£une recret to lole it which we have ? What a ihamc is 
it, th^t the evangelical precept of ** doing as wc would be 
done to," which met with fo much reverence from hea- 
thens, that Severus the emperor preferred it to all the max- 
ims of philofophers, Ihould be thus contemned and vio- 
lated bvChrillians, and that too upon fuch flight incon- 
fiderable motives as ufually prevail in this cafe of 
jdefamation? 

We are not to confider this fault in its root only, as 
it is a defeft of juftice and charity, but in its product 
too, as it is a feminary of more injuitice and uncha- 
ritablenefs. The difadvdntageoas reports we make of 
our neighbours are almoft feen to come round ; for let 
no man perfuade himfelf that tiie hearers will keep his 
counfel any better than he does that of the defamed 
peribn : the fofteft whifper of this kind will find others 
t o echo it, until it reach the ears of the concerned party, 
and perhaps too with fome aggravating- circumftances. 
M 3 When 



I I /Ml malicious enquiries are ir.aae mto one 

h/' ". manners end thcfe things which perhaps th 

clofets, come to be proclaim cd upon the h 
Thus the vviJd- fire runs round, until fometime 
but blood will quench it; or if it arrives not 
lifually f.xcs us in an irreconcileable feud. T 
often cwing thofe dirtances wc fee among fr: 
^' relations, fuch llrangcnefs, fuch animo/it) 

', i.e:ghbcurs, that you cannot go to one but yo 

[ cntcitained with invedivos againft the other : 

!* , too you (hall lofe both, becaufe you are willii 

■ with neither. What account can any man 

I himfelfy either in Chrillianity or prudence, th; 

? in fuch a train of mifchiefs, merely to grati 

potent dhildifh humour of telling a tale ? F 
the great legacy Chrill left to his followers, a 
to be guarded, though wc expofe for it our gre; 
poral concerns, bat cannot without dcfpite tc 
well as qur brethren, be thus proftituted. 

If wc confider detraftion abllrnftcdly from (1 
folemn mifchiefs which attend it, the mere 1 
unworthinefs of it fcts it below an ingenuci 

: . V/e generally think a tatler and bufy-body 

no imtll repioach, and to whom does it m< 
Ivclong than to thofe, who bufy thcmfj'lves firlt 
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their impotence cannot alFord excufe for it, what a de- 
"bafciuent is it of mens nobler faculties, to be thus en- 
tertained? The hiftorian gives it as an ill indication of 
Domitian's temper, that he imployed himfelf in catch- 
ing and lormcnting flies ; and fure they fall not under 
a mwch better character, either for wifdom, or good- 
p&tare, who thus fnatch up all the little fluttering re- 
ports they can ine6t with, to the prejudice of their 
neighbours. 

Beiides this divulging the faults of others, there is 
another branch of detraction naturally fpringing from 
this root, and that is ccnfuring, and fevere judging of 
them. We think we have not well played tlie hifto- 
rians when we have told a thing, unlefs we add alfo our 
remarks and animadveriions upon it. Though God 
knows, it is bad enough to make a naked relation, and 
triift it to the feverity of the hearers : yet few can content 
themfelvcs with that, but muft give them a fample of ri- 
mir, and by the bitternefs of their ov/n cenfure, invite 
them to pafs the like ; a procefs contrary to all rules of 
lawor cquit}',for the plaintiff to afTume the part of a judge. 
And wc mav ealily divine the fats of that man's fame 
who is fo unduly tryed. Indeed it is fad to ft?e how many 
private tribunals are every where fct up, where we fcaii 
and judge our neighbours aftions, but fcarce ever ac- 
quit any; wc take up with the moft incompetent wit- 
nelTcs ; nay, frequently fuborn our own furmifos and 
jcaloufles, that we may be fure to caft the unhappy cri- 
minal. How nicely and fcrupuloufly dowe examine every 
drcumilance, (would to God we were b;it hslf fo ex- 
a6k in our own penitential Inquifitions) and torture it, 
CO make it confefs fomething which appears not in the 
more general view of the faft, and which perhaps 
aever was in the aftor*s intentions ? In a word, we 
lo, like witches in their magical chymiftry, cxtraft ail 
the venom, and take none of the allay. By this means 
we confound the degrees of fins, and fentence deli- 
berate and indeliberate, a habit or an aft, all at ore rate, 
M 4 tliat 
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that is commonly, at the utmoftit can amount to, even 
in its worft acceptation. And furely this were a moft cul- 
pable corruption in judgment, could we /hew our com- 
mifBon to judge our brethren : bntwe may here, every 
one of us aik ourfelves in our SaWour's words, '\who 
" made me a judee ? *' If he difclaimed it, who in refjrt^ 
of his di\'inity had the fuprcme right, and that too 
in a cafe, wherein cne at leall of the litigants had de- 
lircd his interpofition, what a boldnefs is it in us to af- 
fume it, where no fuch appeal is made to us ; but en 
ihc contrar)', the party dilowns our authority? whick 
is fupcrfcded by our great law-giver in that exprefs pro- 
hibition, " judge not," backed with a fe\'cre penalty, 
" that ye be notjudged." As Godhas appropriated ven- 
geance to himfelf, u> has he judicature ajfo, and it is an 
invafion of his peculiar, for any, but his delegates, the 
lawful magiilrates, to pretend to either. Indeed in all pri- 
vate judgments, fbmuch depends upon the intention of 
the offenders, that unlefs we coula poiTefs ourfelves cl 
God's omnifcience, it will be as irrational as impious to 
afTume this authority : until we know mens heaits, we 
are at beft but imperfed judees of their adtions. At 
our rate cf judging, St. Paul had iurely pall for a moft 
malicious perfecutor, whereas God faw he did it igno- 
rantly in unbelief, and had mercy on him. The Tame 
apoftle gives this good counfel, "judge nothing before 
" the time, until the Lord come." For though it is faid, 
the faints ftiall judge the world, yet it mull be at the 
prcataftze, and he that will needs intrude himfelf into 
tJ-e o5icc before the time, will be in danger to be rather 
puilive than aflive in that great and folemn judicator)'. 
i'y thefe reflexions we do not intend to advance fuch a 
fiupid charity, as fhall make nodilHndUon of aftions; 
there is a wee pronounced, as well to thofe who call e\il 
good, as gcod evil ; when we iee an open notorious fin 
committed, we may exprefs a deteftation of the crime, 
•though not of theaftor. This may fometimes be a neccf- 
fjirv clarity, both to the offender, and to the innocent 

fpcdators, 
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Efaitorsy as an amulet to keep them from the con- 
ion of the example. But dill, even in thefe cafes, 

Sentence muft not exceed the evidence, we muf!: 
ge only according to the vifible undoubted circum- 
ices, and not aggravate the crime upon conjedures 
I prefumptions : if we do, how right focver our 
sHcs may be, our judgment is not, but we are, as 
James Ipeaks, " Judges of evil thoughts." Thisrafh 
gin^ is not only very unjuft both to God and man, 
: it 18 an act of die greateft pride. When we fet our- 
•es in the tribunal, we always look down with con- 
ipt on thofe at the bar; and certainly there is nothing 
is fo gratify a haughty humour, as this piece of 
rped fovereignty over our brethren ; but the more it 
s fo, the greater neceffity there is to abftain from it, 
dc is a hamy kind of vice, that will live upon the 
eft pafture; how little need is tliere then of pam<- 
ing it? Which we cannot more effectually do, than 
this cenforious humour, by which we are fo perpe- 
lly employed abroad, that we have no leifure to look 
neward, and fee our own defers. We are, like the 
abitants of Ai, fo eager upon our purfuit of others, 
t we leave oarfelves expofed to the ambufhes of Sa* 
, who will be fare ilill to incourage us in our chafe, 
w us- Itill farther and farther from ourfelves, and 
es not how 7xalous we are in fighting againft the 
nes of others, fo he can but keep tliat zeal from 
oiling, upon our own. 
it is plain to every one at the very firft reflexion, that 

vice of detraftion mufl needs be quite oppofitc to 

virtue of charity, which *' thinks no evil," is not apt 
make fevere conilrudions, but fets every thing in the 
reft light, putting the molt candid interi-»retations up- 
them that they will bear, which is of great impor- 
C(^ to the rcputiitiun of our ncif;:'ibouis. The world, 

know, is in many inilunces extremely governed by 

nion; but in th'uit is all in ail; it has not only an 

luencc upon it, but is tliat very thing ; reputation 

M, 5 being 



.. . people take up prejudice, aa tjiey do religi< 

•J • V iruft; and of thofe that are mere curious in 

irto the grounds, there are net many who vi 
jnoie diaritable hand. Men arc ikpt to thin 
dJparagcnient to their invention, if they < 
fonxihing as fharp upon the fubject as has 
before : lo it is the bufinefs of many to la 
load, but of few to take it off. 

As thii is very uncharitable, in refpeft of 
offered, fo alfo is it in regard of the grand n 
rity. Can we pretend to love our neigh be 
Ci Ivco, and yet fhall our love to him have the 
tr£.ry eficdts to that v/e bear ourfelves? True 
jTiOre fincere : it does not turn to us the rev 
the pcrfpc£live, to reprefent our own faults 
tance, and in the mofl diminutive fize, wh 
fits the other to us, when we are to view his, 
by one meafure and fell by another, is not mo; 
than it is to have thefe differing flandards f< 
and cur neighbour's faults, that our own f! 
lighter than vanity, yea nothing, and yet his 
Zachary's talent of lead. 

This is fuch a partiality, as confifls not wii 
lioneilv, and can therefore ne\'er be recon 
Chriiban charity; and how demurely foeve 
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tence of St. Paul is very applicable, "therefore thott 
lit inexcufable, O man ! whosoever thou art that 
udgeft, for wherein thou judgcft another, thou con- 
lemnell thyfelf, for thou that judged doft the fame 
hinff ". But fuppofe a man has not the very fame fins 
ceniurcs in anouier, yet it is fure every man has fome, 
I of what fort fo^ver they be, he dciires not they fhould 
rigoroufly fcanned, and therefore by the rule of charity 
i juflicc too, ought not to do that which he would not 
XT. If he can find extomiations for his own crimes, 
is, in all reafon, to prefume others may have fome for 
irs : the common frailty of our nature, as it is apt alike 
ictray us to faults, fo it gives as eaual (hare in the ex- 
is'; and therefore what I would nave pafs for the ef- 
: of impotence or in advertence in myfelf, I can, with 
tolci-ablc ingenuity, give a worfe name to in him. 
t has been recei\ ed among the maxims of civil lifc» 
unnccefrarily to exafperate any body ; to which agrees 
t advice, " fpeak not evil of diy neighbour; if thou 
loft, thou fhalt hear that which will not fail to trouble 
hee.'* Therp is no perfon fo inconfidcrable, but may 
bme time or other do a difpleafure. In defamation 
re needs no preparation ; every man has his weapon 
dy for a return, and none can fhoot thefe arrows, but 
y muft cxpeft they will revert with an unbounded 
:e, not only to the violation of Chriflian unity, but 
:he aggreflbr's great fecular detriment, both in fame, 
I frequently in intereft. Revenge is fharp-fighted, 
I overlooks no opportunity of a retaliation. Who 
a can fufficiently wonder, that a pradice, which fo 
'arts our intereft of both worlds, fhould come uni* 
Tally to prevail among u$ ? Yet that it does fo, I 
>eal to the confciences of moft, and to the obferva- 
I of all. What fo common topick of difcoatfe is. 
re, as this of backbiting our ndghbours? Come in- 
company of all ages, afi. ranks, all profefHons, this 
he conftant entertainment : and I doubt, he that 
li^ht ftiall duly recoiled the occurrences of the day« 
* ihatt 
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^il\ very rarely^ be able m fa^y, he h^ fpem it wtthoH 

bearing, orfpeaklng fomctKing of this kliid, Tbofew" 
reilrain themrelves irom other liberties, often iTidQl|c 
ihemfeJves in this. Whar, befidts an mihappy femliQi 
to cuilom, can poiTibly reconcile men, wbo own Chiifti* 
anity, to a pradice h widely diilant from it > It u tnifi> 
thofe that profefs themfclves men of tliis worM, who 
£tfign cnly their portion in this life, may take it op U 
fern -thing conducive, at leift feemmgly, to their eni; 
but fortJiofg who propofe higiier hopes to themfelvESp 
and know that charity is ont^ of the main props to t ktfci 
hopes, how fooliftily do they undermine themfe^M 
vvht n they tb us adt againil their principles, and that i^H 
no other authority than that of popular ufagc ? I kao? 
men aie apt to txcufc thcmfelves upon their indignattD?! 
sigainll vice, and think that their xeal muft as wdl ac- 
quit them for the violaticn of the fecoad table, as it 
once did Mofes for the breaking both. But to fuch I m^ 
anfwer in ChriU's words, * * ye know not what manner dF 
fpirk ye are uf/' After all this pii^text of zeal, I fcariti* 
but a cheat we pnl on onrfelves. Lti men truly fea;^ 
their own breaib, and I doubt the bell will find there il 
fjmething of vanity which lies at the bottom, anddiat 
detra^ticn, which is really but the defed of wit, is mir 
x^y times made ufe of to fhewit. Hewhofe wi: Is foptt- 
cariotj^, that it mmt depend only on the folly or vific 
of anoth er, hs i be il give over all pretence to it. He who 
has natliing of his own growth to let before his guefc 
had becter make no invitations, than break down hi 
neighbour's indofure, nnd feaJl them upon hss pluB^ 
(Ilt. What am I theworfe, if a vain talkative pcrfcn 
thinks me referveds or if he, \Si'hofe v/anton levity 19 
his difeafe, cuUs me dull, becauie I vapour not out aS 
my fpirits in froth? Socraies, when joformed of foins 
derogating fpeeches one hai niedof him behind his b^clc, 
^ m ade or ly lb is facetious reply, "let him beutnactoowhea 
"I am abfeut.*' He who gets not fuch ao indiifeience 
to di the idle cenfuies of men, will be diiturbed in ** 
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his tranfafiior.s ; it being fcaitre poiTiblc to do any thing 
but there will be defcanis made en it : And if a man 
will regard thofe v^'inds, he muft, 35 Solcmon fr^ys, •* ne- 
ver low ;" he nail fufpc nd ever* ihc ncccfia; %- ac^Jons of 
common life, if he uill not venture them to the being 
mif-judged by other*. He that upon luch a defpi cable 
motive will violate his duty in one particular, lets the 
devil gain a main point of him, anc can with no good 
reaibn deny to do it in otherf. To fpoak the iiuth, 
there is not a mere fertiie womb of iiu than the dread of 
ill mens reproach. Other corruption* muft be f.rniihcd 
with coft and indulir}-, but the devil in this has lui far- 
ther trouble, than to laugh men out of their fv>uls. So 
prolliic a vice, therefore had need be weed r J out of 
mens hearts, for if it be allowed ilie leall corner, if it 
be indulged in this one inftancc. it will quickly fprcad it- 
fclf farther. And after all, this fear of reproacli is a 
meer fallacy, ftartcd to difguife a more real caufe of 
fear ; for the greater danger of reproach does indeed lie 
on that ether iide. Common elHmation puts an ill cha- 
racter upon pragmatical meddling people ; for tho' the 
inquiJltivcners -nd cuiiofiiy t.f ihc hearer may fomc- 
times render fuch difcourfe grateful enough to him, yet 
it leaves in him no good imprelfion of tlic fpeakcr. 
** Whether it be friend or foe, talknot of other mens lives, 
fays the fon of Sirach, and if thou canll without oflcncc, 
reveal them not; for he heard and obfervcd thec^and when 
time comcth he will hate thee.*' In a word, all confider- 
iiig pcrfbns will be ever upon the guard in fuch aimpany, 
as fbrcfeeing they will talk no lefs freely of tlicm th.-.n 
thcv" do of others before them. Nor can the commou- 
' jiefs of the guilt ob/iate the cenfurc, their being no- 
thing mcTc ftequent than for men to accufe their own 
faults in other pe.fons. Tn ihir particular, none has fo 
ipuch rcafon to fciir a dotamer, as thofc who arc them- 
felvesfuch; fjr be fides the common prudential m(»tivc, 
their own confcioufncfs gives them an inward alarm, 
and makes them look tor a K'tributiun in tlic ilimc 

kind. 
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kind. Thus, upon the whole matter, we fee th 
no real ternptaiion, even to our vanity, to Co 
with this uncharitable cuftom, wc being fure tc 
more repute by it, than we can propofe to ouHeb 
rain. The being eflecmed an ill man, will n< 
balanced by being thought pleafant ingenious com] 
were one fure of bcin^ fo. But it is odds that wi 
be acquired by it neither, for the mod afliduous 
bearers, and bittcrell revilers, are generally half-v 
people : There being nothing more ficquently ol 
able, than fuch mens aptnefs to '* (peak evil of t 
they undcrftand not." 

Defamation is mod fcandalous, when it pro 
from men otherwife virtuous. Let not thoie that 
repudiated the more inviting iins, (hew themfelves 
tered and bewitched by this ; but, inflead of fubmi 
to the ill example of others, ftt a good one to t 
and endeavour to bring this unchrilHan cuAom 01 
fa/hion. If they do not, I am fure they will be 
deeply chargeable than others ; for the more comi 
they have over their other corruptions, the moi 
they witnefs againft themfelves. Their remifnefs 
willing fubjc&on to this, befidcs thefr example- ' 
ill, is more enfnaring than other mens, and is a 
infinuatc eafy thoughts of the fm. Men think t 
fclves fafe while they follow one of noted piety, an 
autlwrity of the perfon often leads them blindfold 
hio faiHiigs. I queftion net in this particular man 
encouraged by the liberty they fee even good men 
Such therefore have a more accumulative guilt, for 
do not only commit, but patronize the fault. 

In curing ourfelves of this fpiritual difeafe, we 
follow the rule of phyfic to examine the caufes, 
the remedies may be adapted to them. Let every 
ftudy his own conftitution of mind, and obferve 
are his particulai- temptations to this fin of dctrad 
whether any of thofe 1 have before mentioned, as p 
envy, levity, Uc. or any otiier which lies deeper. 
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» only diPjemible to his own inspection : Let him make 
his fcrutiny, and then accordingly apply himfclfto cor- 
■cft the (in in its firlt principle. For as when there is an 
"ruption of humour in any part, it is not cured meeriy by 
outward application, but oy fuch alterative medicines 
as purify the blood : fo this leprofy of the tongue will 
ftill ipread farther, if it be not checked in its fpring and 
fourcc, by the mortif)Tng of thofe corrupt inclinations 
which feed and heighten it. 

As the rabbies were wont to fay, that in e^cry fignal 
judgment which befel the Jews, there was fome grain 
of the golden calf, fo I think i may venture to fay, that 
in all detraftion there is fome mixture of pride. But how 
can we infult over others, when we are not only under 
a poflibility, but are actually involved in the fame guilt? 
And then, what are all our accufations and bitter cen- 
fnres of others, but indictments and condemnatory fen- 
fences againfl ourfel ves ? Tho ugh our ofEcious vehemence 
^ainft another's crime may blind the eyes of men, yet 
God is not fo mocked. As, therefore, when a thief or 
murderer is detected, it gives an alarm to the whole 
confederacy ; fo when we find our own guilts purfued 
in other mens perfons, it is not a time for us to join in 
the profecution, but rather, by humble and penitent re- 
flediions on ourfel ves, to provide for our own fafcty. 
When therefore we find ourfelves, upon any mifde- 
meanoor of our brother, ready to mount the tribunal,. 
and pronounce ourfentences, lets us firflconiider, how 
competent we are for the office, calling to mind the- 
deciiion Chrift once made in the like caS, " he that is 
without fin, let him firft caft a ftone." Would we but 
look into our own hearts, we fhould find fo much work 
lor ourinqui/ition andcenfure, that we fhould not be at 
leifnre to ramble abroad for it. And therefore as Ly- 
curgusonce faid to one, who importuned him to eflah* 
lifli a popular parity in the flate, '' do thou, fays he, 
** begin itfirfl in thy own family :" So (hall I advife thofe 
that will be judging, topradlife firft at home. 

In 
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In coniidering the pernicious eSc£ia of all moral vices 
to mankind, we ought to have an e/pecial regard to 
that fex who want moft aiiiilance in arming themiehei 
a?ain(lthem. We have hinted, in the foregoing pages 
o? this article, ieveral inflances of the wi(£edneis and 
difmgenuity of flander, with refpeft to both fexcs : Let 
us now apply our thoughts particularly to the weaker, 
which the vanity or partiality of men charge as moft 
guilty of this iin and folly. Curioixty, indeed, gene- 
rally fills thf^ minds of women, andaf!brds them a large, 
but cmpt}' field of difcourfe. Inquiiitivenefs after other 
peoples concerns will feldom or never agree with fi- 
lencc : thofe who are commonly defirous of learning a 
great deal of fuch news are never refolved to conceal 
It. Cbioquy infallibly makes the fale of what impm-' 
dence heaps together. Whatever this be, or let it go 
which \vray focver it will, there muft needs be fbme vent 
for it. '""he minds of curious perfons are like thofe 
ve/Tels, wiiich are emptied at the fame time one thinks 
to fill them : a great number of women are mere fieves, 
of whom let the reft be taught to take heed. That which 
comes in by the ears, goes out again with them almoft 
as foon by the mouth ; becaufe indifcretion, the miftrefi 
both of thofe who fpcak and of thofe who hear lightly, 
does not ftop the paiTagc to lies, either at the going 
out or coi.iing in. 

This levity creates a bad opinion of their temper, 
and giver, no v^ry good one of their confcience. Peo- 
ple orcHnaril/ jud^>e of them, that they do not fo wholly 
fpend their rime in hearing what is vain and fuperfluous, 
as not to catch at what is evil : The eafinefs which 
they fhew to believe a fault in another, is looked on as 
a pretty ^ur. mtiication ihatth'^y are themfelves guilty of 
the like : 1 or there .m. fone who hear with delight all 
kirids f' flanJers anv fcandals, who can fcarce fufier 
one I j^eak idvantnrreor.fly nf any ; who think by 
blanir ^ a!l the woj iu to make an apology for their 
own crimes, and to give authority to their guilt by 

the 
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drcn of ihe very kail tendencies to fo dl flionoiirable, ^ 
bait^p fo dangerous a cu fcom^ make them fee that thtjf 
never can be perfect m it, unlefs they be ftrft cowiirdfi 
malicious and hypocrites i five w them thiit unthiRg il 
mort commcudablc than to prevent crrDr *^Hd v^^iiity in 
their judgment concerning- otbcrs, and that nothing witl 
coiimbiitif more to the fettling of tkcir own reputation 
than cat»dcmrandingenaity, iti cenfuring thof;: of wliom 
they may have occafton to difcourfe ; reprcfcnt to ihcni^. 
that th©fr who have committed btjt one fijij otighl M 
therefore tu be calkd vicious, that thofe who have Oftm- 
Rittted miinyT may perhaps continue in them no Imigirt 
the fofmcf ajv corre^ed, the latter are changed ; kh 
them futher, they can hardly ever have any ;t»ftirance^ 
when they fpcak of any one's wkkedncfs* that they ^ 
out of danger of tellmg a lie ; for that there is re^aii^ 
butamoinent* or even a thoaght, to make of 4 to* 
ner a penitent, ^ ^ ^ 

Scandal is ib ill-natured a vice, that it Is a blemilli t9 
the foftnefs of thefex, whofe diflinguiihing chara^ccit 
or ought to be* to be mUd» gentle, and inuocent* 
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As to the other part of mankind, fcandal is fo baft ■, 

vicc^ it is below the dignity of his nature, and ftnb 
him almoil to the depravity of the damned* One cannot^ 
give too many leiTons again ft a crime which is fa pic-| 
valent. What follows will in a great meafure prevent, 
the prog re A of it, if it be well ftudied and pra^^tifed. ^ 

^Ic vcr fay evil of any man,but what you certainly knff 
Whenever you pofitively accufe and indi^ any maa 
any crime, tho' it be in private, and among friendj, 
fpeak as if ypu were upon your oath, be*^aurc God ^ 
and hears you : this not »jnly charity, but jnllicc 
regard to truth demand of us. He that credits an, 
report, is almoil as faulty a.^ the firll Inventor of it 
for tho' you do not make, yet you commonly pn 
gate a Ik". Therefore never fpeak evil of any u 
common fame, which for the moil part is falfc^ 
aliiioll alwayj uncertain whether It be true cr not* 
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Not but that it is a ^lult in mofl cafes to report the 
vil of men which is true, and which we certainly know 
1 be (b. But if we cannot prevail to make men wholly 
bilain from this fault, we would be glad to compound 
/ich fome perfons, and to gain this point of them how- 
ver, becaufe it would retrench nine paits in ten of the 
vil {peaking that is in the world. 

Before you fpeak evil of any man, confjder if he has 
,ot obliged you by fomc real kindnefs, and then it is 
. bad return to /peak ill of him who has done us good. 
^onfider alfo whether you may not come hereafter t© 
le acquainted with him, related to him, or obliged by 
imv \irfiom you have thus injured. And how will you 
hen bcafhamed when yourcfledl upon it, and perhaps 
lave reafou alio to believe, that he to whom you have 
ione this injury is not ignorant of it ? 

It is farther to be confidercd, whether in the change 
f human things you may not fbmc time or other come 
> fland in need of his favour, and how incapable this 
arriage of yours towards him will render you of it : 
J^hctber it may not be in his power to revenge a ipitc- 
j1 and necdlefs word by a flirewd turn. If a man 
takes no confcience of hurting others, yet he fhould 
1 prudence have fome confideratiou of himfclf. 

We fhould accullom ourfelves to pity the faults of 
icn, and to be truly ferry for them ; we then fhould 
ike no pleafure in publiihing them ; and this common 
umanity requires of us, confldering the great infirmi* 
es of human nature, and that we ourfelves alfo are 
able to be tempted : Confidering likewifc how fevere 
punifliment every fault and mifcarriage is to itfclf, 
ndjiow terribly irexpofes a man to the wrath of God, 
[>th in this world and the other. He is not a good 
)hriiUan ihat is not heartily forry for the faults even of 
is greatefl enemies ; and if he be fo, he will difcovtr 
lem no farther than is necefiaiy to fome gocd end. 

Whenever we heaf any man evil fpoken of, if we 
now any good of Mm, let us fay that. It is always the 

more 



?.6o I) E T R A C T I O N. 

more humane, and the more honourable part, to ftand 
up in the defence and vindication of others, than to ac- 
cufe and befpatter them. Poflibly the good you may 
have heard f,f them may not be true, but it is mucn 
more probaLIe that the evil you have heard of them is 
not true neither. However, it is better to prefervc the 
credit of a bad man, than to ilain the reputation of 
the innocent. Ajid if there were any need that a man 
(hould be evil fpoken of, it is but fair and equal that his 
good and bad qualities fhould be mentioned together ; 
otherwife he may be ftrangely mifreprefented, and an 
indifferent man may be made a monuer. 

They thatwillobferve nothing in a wife man but hii 
overfights and follies, nothing in a good man but his 
failings and infirmities, may make a fhift to render a 
very wife and good man very defpicable. If one fhould 
heap together all the paifionatc ipeeches, all the froward 
ana imprudent actions of the.beil man, all that he had 
faid or done amifs in his whole life, and prefent it all 
at one view, concealing his wifdom and virtues ; the 
man in this difguife would look like a mad-man or a 
fury ; and yet if his life were fairly reprefented, and 
jufl in the fame manner it was led, and his many and 
f^'cat virtues ftt over-againfl his infirmities and failings, 
he would appear to all the world an admirable ex- 
cellent pcrfon. But how many and great foever any 
man's ill qualities are, it is hut juft that with all this 
heavy load of faults, he Ihould have the due praifi; of 
the few real virtues that are in him. 

That you may not fpeak ill of any, do not delight to 
hear ill of them. Give ho countenance to bufy-bodies, 
and thofe who love to talk of other mens faults ; or if 
you cannot decently reprove them becaufc of their qua- 
lity, then divert the difcourfe fome other way ; or if 
you cannot do that, by feeming not to mind it, you 
may fufficicntly fignify that you do not like it. 

Let every man mind himfelf ami his own duty and 
ccncernmcnt. Do but endeavour in good earneft to 

mend 
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mend yourfelf and it will be work enough for one man, 
and leave thee but little time to talk of others. When 
Plato withdrew from the court of Dionylius, who would 
fain have had a famous philofopher for his iiattercr, 
they parted in fome unkindnefs, and Dionyfius bad him 
not (peak ill of him when hawas returned into Greece : 
Plato told him, he had no leifure for it ; meaning that 
he had better things to mind, than to take up his 
thoughts with the faults of fo bad a man, fo notorioufly 
known to all the world. 

Let us fet a watch before the door of our lips, and 
not ijpeak but upon confideration : I do not mean to 
ipeak finely, but fitly. Efpecially, when you fpeak of 
others, confider of whom and what you are to ipeak. 
Ufe great caution and circumfpedtion in the matter ; 
look well about you on every fide of the thing, and on 
every perfon in the company, before your words flip 
from you, which, when they are once out of your lips, 
are for ever out of your power. 

Not tliat men fliould be fullen in company and fay 
nothing ; or fo ftill in converfation, as to drop nothing 
but aphorifms, and oracles ; efpecially among equals 
and friends. We fhould not be fo referved, as if we 
xwould have it taken for a mighty favour that we vouch- 
iafe to fay any thing. If a man had the underflanding 
of an angel, he muft be contented to abate fbmething of 
this excefs of wifdom, for fear of being thought cun- 
ning. The true art of converfation, if any body can 
hit upon it, feems to be this, an appearing freedom and 
opennefs, with a refolute refervednefs, as little appear- 
ing as poflible. Our chief concern fliould be to weigh 
w3l what we fay of others. To^ this end we fliould 
endeavour to get our minds fumiflied with matter of 
difcourfe concerning things ufeful in themfelves, and 
not hurtful to others. If we have but a mind wife 
enough and good enough, we may eafily find a field 
large enough, for innocent converfation, fuch as will 
harm no body, and yet be acceptable enough to the 

better 
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2n\) admonition and fraternal correption. T 
Wi;y to extract medicine out of the viper, u 
CTiitc even this fo unhallowed a part of our temj 
to turn the ungrateful meddling of a bufy bo 
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but him whom it moft concerns* It is a deplorable 
thing to fee howuniverfally this ncceflary Chriftian duty 
IS neglcfted ; and to that ncgleft, we may, in a gn:at 
degree, impute that ftrange overflowing of detradlion 
among a*i We know the receiving any thing into our 
cliarge infcnfibly begets a love and tendcrnefs to it : 
a nurfc, upon this account, comes frequently to vyc 
kindncfs with the mother; and would we ! nit tike one 
another thus into our care, and, by fricnt'iy -vij^ilancc, 
thus watch over each others iouls, it is fc a' cc i::ia^i n ;. blc 
what an endearment it would create : fuch certainly as 
would infallibly fupplant all iv.ir unkind report ings, 
and fevere defcants upon or.r brethren : fmct: thole can 
never take place, but when there is at leail an indiiFer- 
eiiCC, if not an enmity. 

Didwefupprefs all curiofity and inquifriivenefs con- 
cerning others, we fbould cut off all fuppiics from dc- 
tradlion, and by that means fubdue it. The king of 
.Ethiopia, in a vyc of wit with the king of ^gypt, 
propofcd it as a problem to him, to drink up ihe lea ; 
to which he replied, by requiring him fiift to l^on the 
acccfs of rivers ; and he that would drain this other 
ocean, mull take the fame courfc, dam up the avenues 
of thofe fprings which feed it. He who is always upon 
the fcent, hunting out fome difcovery of others, will 
be very apt to invite his neighbour to the (juarry ; and 
therefore it will be ncceifary for him to rcilrain himfetf 
from that range : not like jealous Aatos, to keep fpies 
and peniioners abroad to bring him intelligence ; but 
rather difcourage all fuch officious pickthanks : for the 
fuller he is of uich informations, the more is his pains 
if he keeps them, and his guilt, if he publifhes them. 
Could men be perfuaded to afFed a wholfom ignorance 
in thefe matters, it would conduce both to their eafe 
and innocence ; for it is this itch of the ear, which 
breaks out at the tongue ; and were not curiofit;^ the 
purveyor, detrafticn would foon be flarved into a 
tamenefs. 

The 



check it with this fhort oueftion, would 
thus u{ed ? The voice from within will 1: 
from heaven to St. Paul, which ftopthimi] 
of his career : and this voice every mar 
that will not flop his ears, or gag his coi 
being but the echo of that native juflice 
which i§ implanted in our hearts ; and wh 
our remedy fo near us, and will not ufe it 
well expoftulate with us, as he did with 
" Why will ye die, O Hcufe of Ifracl ?" 

I have mentioned feveralof thofe many rec 
may bcprefcribed againlt this fpreading difea 
deed, there is not lo much need to multipl 
as to perfuade men to apply them. We 
with our malady, and loth to be cured of tli 
the tongue. But it is ill dall)^ing where oi 
concerned : for alas, it is they that are woun 
darts which we throw at others : we tak 
perhaps, at our neighbours, but indeed hi 
herein verifying in the higheft fenfe that ax 
wife man : •'he that diggeth a pit fhall fall i 
he thatrolleth aflone, it (hall return upon hin: 
fore, if we have no tendemefs, no relentingi 
thren, yet let us have fome to ourfelves, fo 
pailion, nay fo much refpedb to our precious 
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iiit; let fiat our fodls exhale in the vapour, but 
IS rather pour them out in prayers for our bretliren» 

in accuuition of them : For tho' both the one and 
3ther will return into our own bofoms, yet God 
ATS to far different purpofes, even as differing as 
5 with which we utter them. The charity of the 

like kindly exhalations, will defcend in fhowers 
leflings ; but the rigour and afperity of the other, 
fevcre doom upon ourfelves : for the apoftle will 
us, '' -he fhail have Judgment without mercy, that 

fhewcd no mercy." 






ENSURE ^W reproof; 



"^ HOUGH cenfurc has been confidercd as a branch 
of dcf.a«ili<m ; yet it is in many things difFcring 
1 it, though very lirticin iAL 
: is one of the worll charafters a man or woman 
ha^^, to l>e malicioufly curious in examining the 
3ns of others, only trt ccnfure them ; nothing caa 
pe the qiiicUnefs of their jealous eye, nor the ma- 
of their envenohicd tongue ; They are the common 
ny to mankind and civil fociety. 
lander is quite oppofite to politcncfs : If gentlemen 
ladies ' rcflcd^ed upon the offence all reafbnable 
pie take at it, they would not acl fo vile a part : Baie 
;prr!^ may applaud their wit, and animate them in 
(dAlissiftjg otfliers ; i*ut the fuiFrage of fuch wretches 
s not hinder thftir being defpii'ed by pcrfons of ho* 
n There is-a great deal or care and fkill required 
^di'the^'gobd management of cejafurj. To dif- 
^dt. 1. N tinguifh 
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tinguifh h not only natural, butneceCarf; 41)4 
efTcitl of it i*, that we canrvot avoid giving J*<^L 
in onr own minds, cither id abfoh c or cotniasiii i 
'C.tfe requires. The difficulty is to immt wbefl 
where it is fit to proclaiin the fentenoe : ]in avc 
towhat is criminal, a contempt of what r ' i 
Ire the infepanible companion* of tind 
virtue; but the Jetting them go farther uiao oy 
thoughts, has fo much danger in tt» thil 
neither poiHblc nor fit to fupprcfs them en ^ 
ncceflary they ihould be kept under v 
ilraint*. An unlimited liberty of this kij;d, ii 
lefs than fending a heraldi ;ind pre claiming vraa- toi 
world* which ii an angry beaif, when (6 [ 
Thccomcil will be unequal, chough you arcticvrrfoi 
in the rights and if you begin againil fttch at) < 
verfary, it will tear you in pieces with this j-jiHii' 
that k U done in iu own defence^ Vol 
Ibre, take heed of laughing, except in t 
U very fure ; It is throwijiq fuaw-oalls ac Ji 

and it is efpecidly the dif ilvinti'-ge of v 
the malice of the world will help the biUL^iry of iholkX 
who will throw a Aovenly untruth opoa her. The 
ihould, for tJiis reafcn, fupprefv fhrir i :: 

IboU; who, befidci that they ^ettxi flro:^ 
be unneccflarily provoked, are of all othcf* 
4ar.gerouft in this cafe* A blockhe:tdf in li 
will return adglljcft thatwill Uch^my, t>iuLK ]i i\-^ 
not a grain of wit in it. Others will do it v^uh , 
art; and you mufl not think yourfelf fecurr, 
your reputation may perhaps be out of the 
ill-will ; for if it findu thai part guarded, tt will ictk ] 
©nc which is more cxpofcd. It flics, like ^ 
Ihuiroiir in the body* to the weakeil part. If )t>o L 
a tender fide, the world will be fure to find it, anifn 
put tlic woi ft colour upjon all you fsv or do. give 
aggravation to cvtry tiling that may icflen you* 
ijMxhil turn to every thing that might rceciouDcsid] 



d^Ki 
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Anger tap open thofe dcfc& which friendlhip could 
m>t i«c» and civility might be willing to torgct Mn* 
lice need* no fuch inviwtion to encourage u, ncidie 
arc aiiv pMn\ more ruperlhiou*, than thofe wc tiikc to I 
ill fiHilcifn of. Jfenvy, which never dies, and fcldan 
flcrp5» is content rometinic^ to be in a flumbcr, if Is 
vcr.' uulktUul 10 make a nMc to awake it. 

.'■ '^ , your wit will be miuppticd, if >l u whol]| 

<i: Jifarin the faults of otiicfs, when it is fo ne 

c ^ »c ofti n u fed , to mend a a d preven t y i>ur own 

y 1 1 ig our thought* too much abroad, ha» 

/t t^ at when a family never ilays at home 

h id diforder naturally follow (as they muft doj 

i^isiiin ouifdves, if we do not frequently turn our eye 

inwards, to fee what is amifs with us : Where it is 1 

foil wc have an unwelcome profpefl, when we do no 

like care to look upon it, but rather feck out conibUn 

iTi the taulis of thofe we convcrfc with* 

: at avoid being the (ird in fixing a hard cenfurtt^ 

be con£rnied by the general voice, before wl 

m: I > it. Neither arc you then to give fcntence Iil< 

re, or ai if you had a fpecial authority 

, ^ ^ood or ill name at your difcrction. Do na| 

too long upon a weak ilde ; touch and go away^ 

* *.K^ plcafttre to ttay longer where you can commcnaa 

like b^>, that *ix only upon thofe herbs, outof whic^ 

»!"r' miy extradl the juice their honey is comoofed of 

ijc lluck with briiUes is too rough for thi.^ acej 

u uiuii be adorned with forne flowers, or clfc it willfc 

Ufiwiilingly entertained. Thus, where it maybe fitt 

Ibike it, mull be done gently ; and aiTure youHel^^ 

that where you care to da it, vuu will wound others morc^ 

, ■ VI rt yourfelf lefs by foft'ilrokes, thau by being half 

lent. 

'ihe triumph of wit h to make jroui 7 ' liaturfi 

.fiib<luc yurccnfure; to be<juick in Iccii , audj 

Qow it» exjxjhng ihem. You are to contidr, tinr th« 

AAVt^blc Uiiug called ag'jod name* is ujidc up of i}< 
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breath pf numbers that fpeakwell of you. If by adif- 
obliging word you iilence the meaneil, the gale will 
be lefs llrong which is to bear up your efteem : and 
though nothing is fo vain, as the eager pnrTuit of empty 
applaufe, yet to be well thought of, and to be kindly ufed 
by the world, is like a glory about a woman's head ; 
it is a perfume (he carries about with her, and leaves 
wherc-c\'cr ftie goes; it is a charm againft ill-will. 
Malice may empty her quiver, but cannot wound. The 
dirt will not flick ; the jeft will not take. Without 
the confent of the world a fcandal does not go deep ; 
it is only a flight ftnokc upon the injured party, and re- 
turns with the greater force upon thofe that gave it. I 
have read the charaftcr of Aricia, and was pleafed with 
that part of it which related to fcandal. 

She never fuffered any body, be they who they would, 
to be flandercd in her prefence : (he had a thoufand ways 
to turn off the converfation, when it rolled upon fcan- 
dal. If the perfons who gave the ofFence were below 
her, flie always impofed filence upon them ; if their 
quality demanded more refpedt, fhefliewcdby her own 
filcncc, and by her looks, that flic did not approve of 
it ; alwciys finding out realbns to juftify thofe that were 
ace u fed. 

Perfons of dignity and rank are apt to take great li- 
berties with refpcd to tlieir inferiors : however they 
ought to be on their guard, and not to mortify any one 
by fhocking words. Their condition does not excufe 
their being unpolite. Their contempt of people cre- 
ates a difguft, which is the hardefl thing in the world 
to wear ofl\ A pafTionate expreflion is often forgiven, 
but rallcry in cold blood never ; it being a fere fign 
of want of ellcem. 

Silence is an excellent remedy againfl flander. Com« 
plaints and reproaches fliarpen inilcad of blunting it. 
People let a man alone, when they fee he takes no no- 
tice of the difobliging things that are faid to him : it is 
a great virtue, and coils little, to fpeak mildly to 

thofe 
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thofc that talk impertinently to you. We mull live v.ith 
the paffionate and whim/ical, as well as the good-na- 
tured and wife ; we Ihould pity their weaknefs and 
their whims ; and to flight them, will be a moreefFcc- 
tual way to mortify them, than to reprove. 

Slander and cenfurc ufe many arts to conceal their 
malignity : but whether they make ufe of direfl and 
exprefs terms, or of obfcure and oblique; whether by 
way of downright reproach, or with fome crafty pre- 
face of recommendation ; if they have the e&:^ to 
vilify, the manner of addrefs does not alter the cafe, 
the one may be more dextrous, but is not one jot lefs 
faulty. For many times the deeper wounds are given 
by thcfe fmoother, and more artificial ways of flander, 
as by afking quellionf, * ' have you not he;ud fo and fo of 
fuch aman ? 1 fay no more, 1" only afk the qucilion." Or 
by general intimations, *' that they are loth to fay what 
they have heard of fuch a one ; arc very forry for it, and do 
not at all believeit," if you will believe them. This many 
times, without telling the tiling, but leaving you in the 
dark to fufpeiTc the worft. 

Thefe and fuch like urts, though they may feem to be 
gentler and tenderer \Vays of uiing mens reputation, 
yet in truth, they are the moft malicious and efFeftual 
methods cf llander j becaufe they infinuatc fomethipg 
that is much worfe than is faid, and yet are very apt to 
create in unwary men, a flrong belief of fomething that 
is very bad, though they know npt what it is. It mat- 
ters not in what mHiicin flander is dreft up, if it tends to 
defame a man, and d*mini(li his reputation. 

Cenfure, in fome cafes, is not only lawful, but very 
commendable. It is many times our duty to do it, in 
order to the probable amendment of the perfon that has 
committed the Offence. A man may, and ought to be 
told of his faults privately ; or where it may not be fit 
for us to ufe that boldnefs and freedom, we may reveal 
his faults to one who is more fit and proper to re- 
prove him, and will probably make no other ufe of 
N 3 this 
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the uncl!arinib!e fide; which fhews human nature to 
be ilrangely difiorted from its original xiedtitude and 
innocence. The wit of man does more.naturallytenc 
itfelfin fatire and cenfure, than in praife and panegy- 
rick. When men fet themfelves to commend, it comei 
hardly from them, and not without great force or ftraiiw 
ing ; and if any thing be fitly faid in that kind, it does 
hardly reliih with moft men : but in the way of imxc- 
tive, the invention of men is a plentiful and never-fail- 
ing fpring. This kind of wit is not;,more cafy tkaihkV 
acceptable ; it is greedily entertained, and greatly ap- 
plauded: evrry man is glad to hear others abufed^ not 
confidering how foon it may come to his .own tMrn, to 
lie down and make fport for others. 

Cenfure is almoft become the general entertainment 
of all companies ; and the great and ierions%bniindi| qf 
moil meetings and vito, anearthe neceifGuy cezjemonicip 
and compliments are over, is to fitiiowxl and ba^lcji)}^ 
all the world. It is a conimon faying among certain 
people, whofe birth «nd education fhonld tef^. ^c# 
better things, " come let us rally all the world.** And 
it vvr.s a very fharp reproof given by a jnan of wit in a 
publ'c afienibly, ** that he was afraid to go out, left, he 
ih- aid be railed at." It is the fauce of converfation^ and 
all difcourfe is counted but flat and dull, which hasnot 
'fcn:ethirig of piquancy in it againft fomebody. For 
mm generally love rather to hear, evil of others tha§i 
good, and are fecrctly pleafcd with ill leports, drinkr 
ing them in with delight : Though at the fame time they 
have fo much juftice, as to liate thofe that propagate 
them., and fo much wit, ns to conclude ti:at iJiofc ver)' 
perfons v/ill do the fame fcr them in another place and 
company. Efpecially if it concerns one of another 
party, and that diiTers from us in mailers of religion. 
In this cafe aM parties feem to be agreed, that they dp 
God gT:-at ft'ivice in hinting tiie reputation cf iheir 
advej laries : and though hey all pretend to be Chriftiar.*, 
and tlie difciples of him who taught nothing by;t kind- 

nelo 
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nsfs and mjeknefs, anu cliarit}-, yet i: is Grange to fee 
with what a ikvagc and munkioiu difpjfition they u ill 
fly at one another's reputitTioOp and tCiAr it in pieces. 
Whatever other icruples they may have, they oake 
none to befpatcer one another, in the moll bitter and 
fcandalous manner. 

^ If they hear any good of their advcrfarics wiih what 
nicety and caution do they receive it ? how many ob- 
jcdHons do they raife againilit r and with what cold- 
nefs do they at hJk admit it ? '* it is very well, fay they, 
if it be true : I (hall be glad to hear it conbrmed ; I never 
heard fo much good of him before : You are a good man 
yxnirfelf, but have a care you be not deceived . " It is well, 
if to balance the matter, and fet things even, they do not 
dap ibme infirmity rtnd fault in the other fcale, tliat fb 
the enemy may not go off with Hying colours. On tkc 
other fide, evtiy man is a good and fubftantial author 
of all ill reports. J do not apply this to any one fort 
of men, tho* ral are to blame this way. Tofpealc im- 
partially* the rxralots of all parties have got a fcurvy 
trick of Ixing for the truth. 

This h;is appeared moil vifibl/ in latter times. Thcia 
has a l>ing fpirit p^one out among us, and fcand^ uad 
seal have made terrible havock of our neighbour's repu- 
tation. ** I have obfen'cd, fays a reverend father of our 
church, the prieils and bigots of the church of Rome, tq 
be thenbleit in this v» ay, and to have the (Irongeft faith: fof 
alnfty fallhood and calumny : Others will bandy a falie 
repoit, and tofs it from one hand to -another ; huti ne\'e{' 
knew any that would fo hug a, lye, and be fo very fond 
of it." Had that learned and pious prelate been a wi&» 
nefs of the fondnefs of certain zealots of our own days 
for a lye ; had he fcen how tliey bandy it, how they 
hug' it, would the papifts have be^n the only party tliat 
would have, deferved his reproof? 

Another flirewd fign that ill-nature lies at tlie ^root 

of thi^viceis, that we cafily forget the good which is 

faid of others, and feldom make mention of il $ but t^ 

N 5 contrary 
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cORtTRiy iltcka with us. lies uppermatl in 
rir»* andts ready to come out upi>n jiIl o^ 
what is ytt more ill-natured and unjuii, 
Wlien we do not believe it o oriel ves, t\»c teU 
with thischaritablccaution, ** that we hope it t 
But in the mean time we give it our p2f%f 
it to take its fortune, to be believed or 
to the charity of thofc into whoie 
Thofe who cannot have a good opinion of 
are very unwilling to ha\^c fo of any ome dli 
reafon, they endeavour to bring men to a I 
it will be fome juftification of them* if tbey 
<ier others as bad as themfelves. It is a 
which Ibmc men take, in wort) in g the 
others much better than thcmfclves ; and 
divert the company. The injury of . 
M a man's children, becaufe the good 
the father is derived down to them 1 and 
be.l he has to leave chem, is the reputatio 
blemifhed virtue and worth : and do w 
confcience, to rob his innocent children 
part of this fmall patrimony, and < ' 
that would have been done them for : t: r 
if his reputation had not been fo undclerv" 
It it no crirae, by the breath of our mouth 
blail a man's reputation, and to ruin 
Can we make a jeft of fo ferious a mnttc 
iiiry fo very hard to be repented of a 
tn foch a cafe, no repentance will iu: ^i.i,^p 
out re^itution^ if it be in our power i *f 
will undo us in this world to make it f and 
will be our ruin in the other, 

Befidesthe injury of flandcr, it h ^^^tto 
high provocation ; and the confeqn 
as Id ad as we can imagine » and tnaiy 
and defperate <jttarrcls. This rcafon 
rach gives, why we ihould defame 1 
be, fays he, to a friend or fbc^ Ulk not of 01b' 
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cealAry ftkkt with tii« Uea uppermoil in ov nemo 
ries, and t!) ready to come out npou all occafiofts* AtA 
urhae t» ycrt more ill-natured and unjulU tiuaf timcif 
Whrn wc do not believe it ourfelves, wc tell it tootken 
with this charitable caution, ** that wc hope it is nottmc/* 
But in the meaa time we give it our pau^ ind Vcotsfe 
it to take its fortiine» to be believed or not, iiccord]s| 
to the charity of thofe into whofe haodi it ctunc^t 
Thofe who cannot have a good opinion of ihcsiielvo, 
arc \try unwilling to have fo of any one elic. For this 
reaion, they endeavour to bring men to a level » h<)fiiii| 
it will be fomcj unification of them, if they caji btilK** 
der others as bad as themrelvca. It is a cruel pleifuie 
which fomc men take, in worr>ing the repoutioo of 
others much better than themfclvcs ; and tkh only !• 
divert the company. The injury of llandcr deicends 
to a man's children, becauie the good or ill tt&ine of 
the father is derived down to them j and many times the 
bCil he has to leave them, is the reputation of his «ii- 
bicmifhcd virtue and worth : and do wc make 
confcience, to rob his innocent children of the 
part of this fmall patrimony, and of all the kindnei 
that would have been done them fbi\ their father V fakc^ 
if his reputation had not been fo undefervedly flaincd^ 
l»tt no crime, by the breath of our mouth, at 
blafl a man's reputation, and to ruin his poU 
Can we make ajcft of fo ferious a matter? Of 
jury lb very hard to he repented of ai* it ought t ficcatt 
in fttch a cafe, no repentance will be acceptai»lc 
out rcftitution^ if it be in our power; and ^ 
will undo us in this world to make It ; and If we dol 
will be our rutn in the other. 

Befides the injury of flander, it is commonly a 
hi^h provocation ; and the confequence of that vasfk 
a» oad as we cun imagine, and may end in dmigtfocl^ 
mud defpttatf c] uarrels, This reafon the wife kat a l& 
rachgtvesi why we Ihould defame no man, ** 
W« (kft he, to a friend or fbe, talk not of othci j 
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r Im hMih heard And obferved thee :" thjii is, one wttv 

er it ivtli probibly come eo his knowledge^ and 

I when tlic tinje comcthhc will ihcw hishaiirc4 ;** ik^l 

He wilJuke the firft opportunity to revenge it. 
iAt the bcil, it is always matter qf grief to the pen 
t ti deMimeti 1 and Chriilianity, which is the bcH na^ 
ed inllicution in the world, forbidi us the doing ihofi 
mgs, whereby wc may grieve one Another. A man'i 
TOod name is a render thing, and a wound there fmk 
deep into the fpint, even of a wife and good m^krik Thel 
0iore innocent any man is in thii^ kind, the more fenfi* 
if he of this hard ufage ; becaufe he never trcatsJ 
; fo, nor is he confcioaa to himfelf that hchaa dc-l 
red it, The confequences of this vice are a2 bad, of ' 
fe to o Uriel ve^. Whoever is wont to fpeak evil < 
rrs, gives a bad character of himfeliV even to thoft] 
Dm he dcfxm to pieafe ; who,^ if they be wife enoughf 
' conclude, that he fpcak*i of them to others, at he 
es of others to them. And were it not for that fond 
iaJity wliich men have for themfelvcs, no man 
iM be fo blind a$ not to fee thi^. A reproachful and 
uderous fpeech has coil many a man a duel, and in 
: ilic iofa of his own life, or the murder of another^ 
bap* too the lofs of his own (ouh ThougK neither of J 
bfr great mifchicff ihould happen, yet reproachful 
Unguagt^ may be inconvenient enough many other 

Cs; and no quality does ordinariiy recommend one 
e to the favour and good*will of men , than to be free 
1 this vice. Every one defires fuch a man's friend* 
QxrOp and is apt to repofe a great truJi and confidence 
in him* When he it dead, men will praife him ; and* 
next to piety towards God, and righteoulnefs to muM^ 
nothing i» thought a more ftgni^cant commendation » 
than that he was never, or very rarely, heard to %eak 
ill of any. It was a fingular chara^er of a certain gen-^ 
dcmaa, " he knew not what it wai to sivc any man an* 
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IT would be an cndlefs taflt (honld we u 
to give the inilances of the great improvemer 

women have made of edncation, there beiii 
any fcience in which fome of them have not 
It is very plain, therefore, that nature has giver 
good talents as men have, and if they arc itill c 
weaker fex, it is becaufe the other> which afl 
name of the wifer, hinders them from improv 
ininds in ufeful knowledge, by acciiiloming' 
the (ludy and practice of vanity and trifles. 

How can they be inftru6lcd in any folid pi 
whofe very inftrudors are froth and emptinefs ? 
v/omen, were they rightly educated, and thei 
from their childhood, well informed, they \ 
proof againfl all thofc batteries, fee through a 
thofe little filly artifices which are ufeJ to en: 
deceive them. A woman fo inftru£led would ^ 
felf only on her virtue, andconfequently be n 
of what ihe efteems fo much . She would knov 
what others fay, but what hcrfelf docs, mufl 
«p a good name, and be the only thing that 
her ; the loudeft encomium being not half fo fa 
as the calm and fecret plaudit or her own mini 
moving on true principles of honour an 
would not fail, on areviewof itfelf, to antic 
delightful eulogy (he /hall one day hcar> • 

Whence is it but from ignorance, from v/a 
derflanding, how to compare and judge of i 
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{e a right 8i&d,.to proportion the means to the end, 
to rate every thing according to its proper value , 
we quit the fubilaiice for the Ihadov/, reality for 
■acance, and emhriice thofe very things, which, if 
inderftood, we fhould hate and avoid, but now are 
nciled to merely, bccaufe they ufurp the name, 
gh they have nothing of the nature, of thofe vener- 
obje£ls wc dcfircand feek : were it not for this delu- 
, is it probable a lady, who paifionately deiires to 
dmirod, fliouldeverconfenttofuch aftions as ren- 
hier bafe:and. -contemptible?'. Would ihu be fo ah- 
, a» to think either to get love or Jceep it by thofe 
hods, which occa£on loathing, and confequently 
in haU'ed ? Would ihe reckon it a piece of hei 
idkire, or hope to gain edccm by fuch excefTes as 
ly leflen her in the eyes of all coniiderate and judi- 
is.perfons ? would ihe be fo iiily as to Ux)k big, and 
:k iierfelf tlie better per/on hecajufe ' ilie has more 
ley. to bellow profiifely, or the good luck to have a 
'er mantua-makcr or milliner, dian her neighbour? 
uld flie, who by the regard' ihe pays to wit, feems 
uakc fomc pretences to it, undervalue her judgment 
nuch as. to admit the fcurrility and profane noify 
fence of men, whofe foreheads are better than their 
ms, to pafs under that charoder ? Would ihe be fo 
ik as to imagine .LfCiC a few airy fancies, joined with 
TKSLt deal of impudence aiid iU-nature, the right 
.nition of modem wii, can beifpeak him a jman of 
fe who runs- counter to all the fenfe and reafon 
t ever appealed in the world ? Than which nothing 
.be an aigumem of greater ihallownefs, unlefs it 
to regard and efleem him for it. Would a woman, 
[he truly! uaderilood herfelfj - be. affieded either with 
praife or the. calumxiifs of thoie:worthleis peribns, 
ofe lives are a direfl contradiction to rpaibn, a- very 
c of corruption, by whom one would blnih to be 
amended, kA they.ihould be miilaken for partners 
or connivers at their crime? Will ihe, who hza a 

jot 
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vhich our leaie is fo very ihoru ^t^d which f 
[indultiy may lofc iu beauty before Umt k: 
r while wc ncglrft a more glorious and dur^bJe 
|W£ would never be fo curious of the hoy' 
irelefs of the inhabitant, wKofe beauty i 
TrjkC improvement, and will endure for 
iminucion or decay. 
Thus ignorance^ and a narrow edue 
Ifeundstion of vice, and imitation and 
j^lip: cuHom, that mercilcfs torrent, c^trrid 
and indeed can be refilled by none but i 
^ m great deal gf prudence, and a rooted 
but reafonabk that (he, who u not capable 
betrcr ru!e&, (hould follow thofe (he fct& 
leil {he only change the inilance, and retail 
dity. It would pit2zle a confiderablc perfoil 
for all that fin »nd folly that is in the w| 
certainly has nothing in itfelf to recommrnd 
cuftom help to folve the difficulty. For < ' 
out queilioiif has on all accounti the pr 
.vice. It isahtindnntly more plcaikne in the 
as more advantRgeom in the confequences,^ 
who win Uu% rifhtJ^r ufc her rea/on in 
^l< fell and the natuse off 
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Jy in compliance with an unreafcnablc faHiion, and 
^g inured ourfelves to folly, we know not how 
' ; U. Wcgo on in vice* not becatafe we iind that 
I in it which we hope for ftnm it, but becauie 
fiacquaintcd with the fuperior joya of virtue. 
■Add to this the hurry and noifeof the worlds which 
i generally fo htxfy ani pre-engage us, that wc have 
I tizne» and lefs incli nation ^ to l^and liill and re* 
on our own minds. Thofc impertinent amufc* 
S^ts which have fei7xd us, keep their hold (a well, 
I tad fo conitaucly buz about our earsi that we cannot 
I attend to the diftatcs of our reafon^ nor to the foft 
fpers, and winning perfuafives of the divine fpint ; 
whofe aflilUnce, were we difoofed to make ufc of 
p^*e might (hake off thefe follies, and regain our 
rfreedoma. But alas ! to complete our misfortunes, by 
I a continual application to vanity and felly, we quite 
fpoil the contexture and frame of our mincls, fo loofen 

»diinpate them, that nothing folid and fubftantwl 
ilay in them. By an habitual inadvertency we 
cr ourfelves incapable of any fcrious and improving 
ght, till our minds themfelves become as light 
frothy, as thofe things they are converfant about. 
To all which, if we farther add the great induHry that 
had people ufe to corrupt the good* and that unaccount^ 
^ilble backwrirdnefs which appears in too many good 
m, to Hand up for and propagate the pit^ty they 
tC% ; fo ftrangcly are things tranfpofrd, that virtue 
i on the blufhes which belong to vice, and vice in*- 
with the authority of virtue ; we ftiall have a pretty 
Jt account of the caufe5 of our non -improvement. 
^mw W hen a poor young lady is taught to value herfclf 
nothing but her clothes, and to think Ihe's very /inc 
^n well accoutred ; when (he hears it faid, that it is 
enough for her to know how to drefs herie)f» 
fhe may Dccome amiable in his eyes, to wham ic 
tains u> be knowing and learned; whocan blame 
lie fpendi her time and money upon fucb ac« 

compUihmenUi 
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cttapHfKmmts and fcjme times extend* it farthenbi 
ktsT mtili^tltsxizr ticlti^ci ihc (ht>u\d } When tk to " 

vain aiJ I he jr^y may«g pftttult! iii iht- ivorld, 
mitiradfd wiih tiie courtl'hip »nd admip-ttioiv ol" " 
ing }wrdf no, winder that her lender i^vef arc 
wi th tkc pageantry* and, wnntiti|r j o< 1 it ; 
doe cfHmrtte on tht^m ftndL the tr admire , 
fuch at fiiie and ceiebrat^d ttiitig as tJtey ? \V hat 
fbe be f.>ni€dmcs told of another wnrld, Jhe " 
ever « mere lively prrception of thi*» and may 
tbfnk, t^^ntif her iniirucWs were in e Lira eit when 
tdl hrr af hcncafter, xhty would not be ib bufyed 
coEiccnicd ab'>iit what happens here. She is, ii imy 
Uii\*ht the pnucipli's and duties of religic^n, ! 
riC^iMitited with the rcaffm^ and prouads of xh: 
ing ti^lJ ^f i* enotigh for her to brjierc; to exam . 
aid whn'efor<j bdings not m hu. And chu^* ^ ^ 
her piety may betfiU ^Jid fpreadiur, yi't iKic^iui^ ix viifiw 
foufsdation and r^)ot, the £rfl rude temptarion Clvt^ 
thfpiva ami KlaiU it, or perhaps the ihort-iiv'd r ?»Fi 
dcetys and tvitiicrs of its a^^jsn accorf. Hut wh, ^> ^U 
fhc be bbmed for letting" no jfrreat vslue upra i 
whole ncblclt ikculry, her uaderrtunding, 15 iviiavj^a 
ule 1 "fs to her ? Or c e 11 fi ired ^or reii oq ui ih i iig a coutfc rf 
lilVt who fe pre n>g4 lives Ihewre ntfvcr acquainted witkf 
asd thotigh highly rcafonziWe in itfelf, %v;is put upon the 
cjulftrr'^inj^ u with as UtU« reaiba as flie now f^rfakcf 
iff J-'cr if her reli^rion i tie If be taken wp as the mwfe 
of the cQuntry, it is no i1 range thing that flie kyiii 
dcwn a'^ain in couformity to the hihwn. Whereil 
il,c whofc ix;afon is iViffejred to difplay iifelf, to enqiiire 
iom the grounds and motives cf religion, to make a 
diiliuHition of m ^r^ces aud fenjcb out its hidden 
braricheF i who is a Chriilian out of choke, not it 
coHlbtMuty to chofe among whom {he Uvea; and cleaTei 
to pkjty bec.aiife it is herwifdom, her interetV^ hcij&fp 
Dot bccatife Ibc ha3 beeu acculb;n«d to it ; ftie who k 
fiot only eiiuQandy and hiununfe^bly gQjd, but abb ta 

give 
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a reafon why fhc.i^ fo, is txx) firm and llaple to bu 
ed by the pitiful allure in en ts cf iln, tc(.* \Aic and 
ivell bottomed to be undermined and fupplanted by 
(Irongeil efforts of temptiiticn. Doubtklh, a truly 
illian life requires a clear underfianding, as well 
cgular affedionf, that both together may mo\c 
will to a dirndl choice of gpod, an J a ilcdfaft ad- 
nce to it. ' For though the heart mcy be hcneil, it 
lut by chance that the will is right, if the under- 
ding be igncrantand cloudy. And what is the reafon 
we ibmctinies Ite perfons unhappily falling off from 
r piet\', but becaufe it was their affe^ons, not tlicir 
rment, that inclined them to be religious ? Reafon 

truth are £rm and immutable : ihe who bottoms 
hem is on fure ground. Humour and inclination 
fandy fbundatiunsyfand ihe who is fwayed by her 
3dcn5».moj»thaa.byherjudgment9 owes the hap- 

t of her foul, in a great meafare,i to the ttmper mf 
dy. Her piety may perhaps islaze high, bnt 
net laft long ; for the a£'edions are various and 
^geahle, moved by every obje^ and the laii comer 
yundaes' whatever his predeceAbr has done before. 
1 pexlbns are always in extremes, they are either 
entLy fi;ood, or quite cold and indifferent ; a perpe- 
trouble to themfelves and others, by indecent rap- 
s» or unneceffary fcruples: there is no beaut)* and 
T in their live?» all is rapid and unaccounuble ; 
• are now very furious in fuch a courfe, but they 
lot tell why, and anon as vie lent in ihe otlier cx- 
le. Having more h».atiiiau light, their zeal out- 
j their kn(.\\ ledge; £nd inlltrdcfreprefen ting piety 
t is in ituif, i\x moll lovely and inv i ling thine iina- 
d>le, they e.xpoli; it to the contempt and riJiculc of 
cenlbrious world. Their devotion becomes ricLtt- 
ihirved aud ccntrrxicd in fomc of its vital p^na, 
difricpr iiicned ?nd overgrown in Icls^ n:r.ttiial in- 
ces : wiiilit one duty is o\eruine to c( nunure f r 
regicct of aucdier, und the iLiiluken pvilcr. thinks 
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the bein|^ often oa her kneei* atton^ fbr 4II f 

ctmagfA <^^ ^ rvifr&tioii: net r if' - :^i 

ffi vJiifi tr> ] r«ir ciMifc grace* 

care ti> pfiCtKc, and a incicicer^ tn idf*TK tri«Jie| 

Mione we run counter ;o; thai the true eti*l of all ^xr 

|iniyer,^ ami external devotion, b lo * ^ 

a true Chriftian temper, to oKmii* 

:f>f I ',:•.,■ "r,ns^ and to red'---' ^!] >- 

th may be ais JUcc . i x, k- 

tmic;ibljtxcelienciei, a& i» coo^iUni with the ijafe 

ftfiinff f>f a creattircp 

' urfed of the advaiwtages i ' 
/t- _ - Jb the regular coodtia vi 
now coni&der how it m^y be improved. If ^ 
confiJlft in the clearners ai^d br|peneis of its vi 
tmDfOvrt proportion ably as its kkit bceoii 
aad iBore excen^int : bat thii is not (b to br ui 
It if all Ibrts of notket contnbuted to out 
Biettt: there are fome things which mikes tit 
when we know them, others which it is bcft lo I 
rant of. But that ander^anding feemt to be mi 
ajtcd, which haa the deanfJI and mod txtiothfe 
furh tnjrhi ai arc fnitabfe to iti capacity » md i 
ar lient to be known in this prcfenl 

bcw.^ ^ v^c are, but crcattues, oor itnderfl 
its greatcft perfedioo, haa only a limited 
It has, indeed, a vaftexteat, and it ^ ere not i 
we tajryed a little in the contemplntion of its powro 
and capaciticf y provided that the proTpeA did not aii 
M ^Hvt that we remenihcr from whom we hafc j 
ceived them, ami balance thofe lofty thoughts, w!u 
a view of our intcllc^lajih may occafton, with the < 
pre^ng ones which the ij regularity of onr mc 
tfig^^i tlut we learn from this infpedion how i 
roiis it 19 to bufv ! ; ' j hi iide of u* tti mean ' 
feeing iiiscapal j noble onet* 

Human natuxc ih n wonderfiti compofiirf, ads 
blc m it& outward Uru^ure^ but miich more exceUe 



L 



m 




IGNORANCE. 



^t 



oi jtsJB^md; and ^, whoj 
e iMM^ her (itml vrcu cretlcclt iMid wbole bleoJ 

I pijf it her iiinuid rcgim* Tbo* U aodoeg 
Vtftcrial v^rld to be cr»mpAred to ii. All lie 
ip wc do«c a{i» mud for wbidt we aamf um^ 
mf fonh it> ruiii^ ^rc of no w^U^^mam m 
if ii: tlicf arc not liiv gcn^d ofilie fittli JBi 
fs depends njcit <>ii ihcui, mtt tlifjr nfiia ihtesM 
Wf«w It frani iu u-iie food h wu madtt &r 
teftip!:itjrifi ;ind enjoyffitfit cif in Grjd, ^k^A 
ecapaUe of thi^t clioe|)i m a dffacn«4i^i^ 
&cii(if«a romewhai diJIcrciir. 
i in ger«cr«tJ iti tlie objed of titr •feAcfcaifil^ 
r«i(J«d ;irv not cquallf ntdcq^ Vets^ ^mS' 

he in itt. ' ^' c»iM># jpf ^mmim 

'^ attend ip nyui/ iAuin ai «mc. 

rtkiilar tryths €fwltkiG»ilM 

DtnuDicate fych l4lc«ii»a^jiaE 

it£ij<ifi of tliej» 1 6f I _ 

% ihw iiki ttie Ikave ^fii^ 'VAj 

t IIP tiie rrUtioD mm ~ 
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jnent of reafon, 'has told us, that the Father is i 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoft is God ; an> 
idea of the Goclhead of any cne of thefe perfons, 
clear as our idea of any of the other: b^th reafoi 
revelation afTure us, that God is one iimple eff 
undinded, and infrRitP in all perfeOion ; this i 
natural idea wiiich we have of God : how then 
the I«^her be G^d, the S'?n God, and the Holy ( 
God, when yet there is but one God? That 
two propofitions are true, we are certain, both be 
God, who cannot lie ha* revealed them, and be 
we have as clear an idea of thtm, as it is poff 
£nicemind fhould have of an infinite nature. B 
cannot find out how this (hould be by the bare 
parifbn of thefc two ideas, without the help of a 
by which to compare them: this God ha« not th 
fit to' impart to us ; the profpefl it would have 
119 woald have been too aazzti&g, too bright foi 
tality to bear, -and we ou^t to acquiefce ui'the4 
xnlL So then we are ell amued, that thefe two pr 
tipns are true ; *' there is but one God, and there an 
'^ perfons in the Godhead;" but we know not the n 
how thefe things are: nor can our acquiefcei 
tiiought unreafonable, nor the do£(rine we fubici 
be run down as abfurd and contradictory by ever 
warm dHputer and petender to reafon, whofe . 
perhaps, a continual contradiCliCm to it, and he 
little of it befides the name. For we ought I 
think it (Iraji gc that God has folded up his om 
ture, not in doiknefj, but in an adorable, inaa 
light, fince Jiis wifdom fees it fit to keep us ig 
of our own. We know and fed the union bi 
oiir foal and Ixjdy, but who amonjjft us fees fo i 
as to find out with certitude and e.xai^ncfs, the 
ties which unite two fucli diffx;rcnt fubllances, ( 
they are able to aft upon each other ? We are coi 
of our own liberty; whoever denies it, denies t 
are capable of rewards and punifhmcnts, dcgra^ 
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ure, and makes himfelf but a more curious piece o^ 
ihanifm ; and none but athdils will call in queftion 
providence of God* or deny that he governs all, 
a the moft free of all his creatures. But who can 
mdlc me thefe? Oradjuft the limits between God's 
(cience, and man's free-will ? Our undcrftandin^a 
fufHciently illuminated to lead us to the fountam 
life and light. We do, or may know enough to 
our fouls with the nobleft conceptions, tlie humbleft 
ration, and the entircft love of the Anthor of oiir 
ng, and what can we dciire farther ? If we make fo 
1 life of that knowledge which wc have, as to be 
t up with it, how dangerous would ii be for us to 
v more knowledge in a ft ate in which we have fo 
le humility ? But if vain man will pretend to wif- 
D, let him firft learn to know tJie length of his own 
i. Though the human intellect has a large extent, 
being limited, ns we have already faid ; this linii- 
on is the caufe of thofe difEercnt modes of thinking, 
ich, for diftin6lion fake, wc cal> faith, fciencc, 
I opinion: for in this prefent and inipcrfq^ date 
ivhich we know not any thing by intuition, or im- 
diate view, except a few.firlt principles, which we 
I felf-evident, the moil of cur knowledge is acquired 
reaibning and dedu6tion : and thefe tlifee modc^ 
underftandin^, feith, fcience, and opinion, ars 
o^erRriie diftmguiihed than by the difFerdnt degreef 
deamefs and evidence, in the premifes from which 
eonclufion is drawn. ' , : 

[knowledge, in a proper and reftii£led fenf<?J and as 
>ropiatcd to fcience, fignihes that clear pcrceptioii 
ich is followed by a iimi aflent to concluiions* rightly 
.\vn from premifes of which we have clear and dilimft 
as: which premifes or principles muit be fo clear 
I evident, thatfuppofingusreafonablecpcatures, and 
B from prejudices and paflipns, which, for the tifn^ 
y predominate, as good as deprive us of our reafoni 
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we cannot wttlihaU oar liftnt from ikem «iickdEt ! 
nifcd **iolcnre ta our rcxfao. 

But if the nature n( the thing be fucht aJt th«l<j 
sdmits of no undoubted p r ' i 

le;»r}» we *\o not at pre! 

c i not fe uccdianly Kiilou% aa w^ 

J tion to the mind, and to free i: 

hcliuuon, that which we thifik of it is then 
opinion* 

Again, if the medium »*e raak^ 
pft^pufttion be authority^ the cone ju 
from Uf is faid to be believed: tins t 
fmith^ and when theautiiarit\^ isGodV* s. u 

Mor^l certainty h a tpecies of kiiowledgL% wk 

proofs arc of a compound^ nature, in pjirt n/cmLt 

ihoft which belong to fcicnce, and pan!) 

We do not make the whole proceis ouri i _, l.,: 

pcnd on another for the immediate proof; but wc i 

fchx^ deduce the mediate from circumibinccii Aritf nr^ii 

ciplcs as certain, and almoft as evident as th 

twxg and which lead us to the immediate p; 

make it nnrcafonable to doubt of them. Indeed 

46 not feldom deceive ouri'elves in thb mittex, 

cUning alternately to both extren]r». Some 

feje<!l truths which are morally certain^ 3- 

snd probable only, becaufe they have not 

mithematical certainty, which they are mv:: 

ftC another time wc embrace the flighteA cc j 

and any thing which looki with pnibability, ^s crvurj 

certatiitfei and real virtues, if fancy, pai&on, oc lute* 

#eft recommend them. So ready are we to be licisr* 

Diined by thefe, rather than by folid reafon. 

hi ihii enumeration of the feveral wavs of i 
ingr the fenfes are not reckoned, in regard that 1 
fliore pfopcHy faid to be confcious of» than to tuiowl 
ibiiigs as we perceive by fenfation: and al(b beci 
iliat light which we fappofe to be let into our ideaisl 
iMT iciifc«* ji iadf cd VQiy dim and fall^ous, and nod 
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lo'bt rclycd on until it has p.ift the teft of reafon ; nei- 
ther is there anv mode of knowledge which may not 
be reduced to tnofe already mentioned. Now, though 
tlhere is a great diAt^rence between opinion and fcience, 
truefcience being immutable, but opinion variable and 
uncertain ; yet there is not fuch a difference between faith 
and fcience as is ufually fuppo(ed ; the difference con- 
fifts not in the certainty, but in the way of proof; tJie 
objc£ls of faith are as rationally and as firmly proved 
as the obje£ls of fcience, though by another way : at^ 
fcience demonftratcs things that are feen, fb faith 'is the 
evidence of fuch as are not feen : and he who refc^U 
the evidence of faith in fuch things as belong to its 
cognifance, is as unreafonable as he who dcniei propo- 
iitions in geometr)' that are proved with mathematical 
cxaflncfs. 

There is nothing tme which is not in itfelf dempn- 
flrable, or A\hich we fhould not pronounce to betiue, 
had we a clear and intuitive view of it. But, :is was. faid 
sbove, we fee very few things by intuition, neither are 
we furniflied with mediums tomakethepiocefs ourielves 
in demonilrating truths, and therefore there are feme 
truths, which we muft either be totally ignorant of, or 
die receive them on the teftimony of another pcrfon» 
to whoie undcrftanding thev are clear and manitefl^ 
though not to ours. And if this perfon be one, who caa 
neither be deceived nordeceive, we are as certain of thafe 
condufions which we prove by hb aathoritjr, as we 
arc of thofc we demonflrate by our own reafon $ nay 
more certain by how much his reafon is more compre- 
henfive and in&llible than our own. 

Science is the following the procefs ourfelves upon 
clear and evident principles. Faith is a dependence on 
the credit of another, m fuch matters as are out of 
view. And when we have very good reafon to fnb- 
mit to the teftimony of the prrfon we believe, faith 
is as firm, and thofe truths it difcovcrs to us as truly 
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intelligible, and as flrongly proved in their kind, as 
fcicncc. 

Jn .iword, as every fcnfc, 'ib every capacity of the 
undcilhi.iding, has its proper obje£ls. The objeAs 
of fcicrice ;irs things within our view, of which we 
may have clear and diilinft ideas, and nothing fliould . 
be dcu-rmiricJ here without clcarni fs and evidence. To 
b'j able to repeat any perfon's tlogroa, without forming 
a uillhicc idea of it oui fclves, is not to know, but to 
reirAmbcr; and to have acorifufed indeterminate idea, 
io ^) cc!'i;e«^urc, not to underfland. 

'j hjobjc«Jls of fai;h are ai certain, and as truly in-. 
tclUgihle in theinfelvcs, lis thofe of fcience, as has been 
fai J already; only we become pei-fuaded of the truth 
of them by another method: we do not fee them fo 
c.]i';irly and diilindly as to be unable to di (believe them. 
Kaitii has a iriiAture of tlie will, that it may be rc- 
wafdiible ; for w ho will thank us for giving our afTeni 
where it was imp{)irible to withhold it? Faith then may 
he faid to be a fort of knowledge capable of reward, 
.'tiid men arc infidels not ibrwant of convidlion, but 
throui^^h an unwillingnefs to believe. 

^•^ it is a fault t.-) i)elicve in niatiers of feience, where 
we may expect J:-nr.nl:ration md evidence, fo it is a 
reproach to our undenlandin[^, and a proof of our dlf- 
ittgciiuity, to require that iort of procefs peculiar to 
fciv'nes, for tlie confirmation of fucii truth-j as are not 
tlie proper objedts of it : it is as ridiculous as to reject 
niufic becaufc we cannot taile or fmell it, or to deny 
there is fuch a thin^; as beauty becaufe wc do not hear 
it. He who would fee with his ears, and hear with his 
eyes, may indeed fet up in Ilcd lam for a man of extra- 
ordinary reach, a fagacious pcrfon who will not be im- 
ppfed upon, one who mull have more autlientic proofs 
than his dull forefatheri were content with. But men 
o/.diy reafon and a moderate genius, 1 fuppofe, will 
think nature has done very well in allotting to each* 
lenfe its proper employment ; 'and fuch as thefe will as* 

readily 
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readily acknowledged , that it is as honourable for the 
(bul to believe what is truly the obje£t of faith, as it 
is for her to know what is really the objed of her know- 
ledge. And were we not ftrangely perverfe, we (hould 
not fcrupie divine authority, when we daily fubmit to 
:liuman. Whoever has not feen Paris, has nothing but 
human authority to afTure him there is fuch a place, 
and yet he would be laughed at as ridiculous, who mould 
.call It in queftion ; though he may, as well in this as in 
another cafe, pretend that his informers have deiigns 
to ferve, intend to impofe on him, and mock his cre- 
dulity. Nay how many of us daily make that a mat- 
ter of faith, which indeed belongs to fcience, by ad- 
.hering blindly to the didtates of fome famous ])hilofo- 
pher in phyiical truths,, the principles of which we 
.nave as much right to examine, and to make deduc- 
tions from them, as he had? 

In a word, we may know enough for all the pur- 
pofes of life, enough to bufy this adlive faculty of 
.thinking, to employ and entertain the fpare intervals of 
time, and to keep us from ruil and idlenefs, but we 
mull not pretend to fathom all depths with our own 
ihort line ; we (hould be wife unto fobricty, and reckon 
we know very little, if we go about to make our own 
reaibn the flandard of all truth. It is very certain that 
nothing; is true but what is conformable to reaipn ; that 
is to the divine reafon, of which ours is but a fhort 
.faint ray ; and it is as certain, that there are many truths 
which human reafon cannot comprehend. Therefore 
to be tlioroughly fenfibl^ of the capacity of the mind, 
to difcem precifely its bounds and nmits, and to direft 
pur ftudies and inquiries accordingly ; to know what is 
to be known, and to believe what is to be believed, is 
the property of a wife perfon. To be content with 
.too little knowledge, or to aipire to overmuch, is equal- 
fy 2L fault ; to make that ufe of our underftandings i^ch 
God has fitted and dejGigned them for, is the medium 
which we ought to take. For the difference between a 
Vol. I. O plow- 
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plowman and a do^or does uot (eem to confift in diis, 
that the burmefs of the one is to fearch after know- 
ledge, and the other has nothing to do with it. No: 
ivhcever has a rational foul, ought furely to employ it 
about fome truth or other, to procure for it right ideas, 
that its judgments may be true, though its knowledge be 
not very extenftve. But herein lies the difference^ that 
though trutli is the objedl of every individual underhand- 
5ngf yet all are not equally enlarged, nor able to com- 
prehend fo much ; and they, whofe capacities and cir- 
cumftances of living do not fit them fcr it, lie not un- 
der that obligation of extending their view, which 
penonsof a larger reach and greater leifure do. There 
n indeed frequently a millake in this matter. People 
who are not fit, will be puzzling their heads to little 
purpofe ; and thoie v*ho are, pruve flothful, and decline 
the trouble. Thus will it be if we do not thoroughly 
underfland ourfelves, but fuffer pide or eafe to mako 
the cftimate. 

Having confidered the capacity of the underilandirg 
in general, wc muft defcend to the view of our oivn 
particular, obfcrving the bent and turn of our own 
minds, which way our genius lies, and to what it is 
moll inclined. I fee no reafon why there may not be 
as great a variety in minds, as there is in faces ; that 
tlie foul as well as the body may not have fomething 
in it to diilinguifti it, not only from all ether intelligent 
natures, but even fromthofe of its own kind. There ait 
different proportions in faces, which recommend them 
to fome eyes looner than to others ; and though all truth 
is amiable to a reafonabic mind, and proper to employ 
it, yet why may there not be fome particular truths 
more agreeable to each individual underilanding than 
others are r Variety gives beauty to the material world, 
and why not to the intelleftual ? We can diicem the 
different abilities which the wife: Author of all thines 
has endowed us with; the different circumftances m 
which he has j,laced us, in reference to this world, and 

the 
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the concerns of an animal life, that fome may be con- 
tinually ufcful ; and that fmce each fmgle pcrfon is too 
limited and confined to attend to many, much lefs to all 
things, we may receive from each other a reciprocal 
advantage ; and why may we not think he has done 
the fame with refpe^l to truth ? I'hat fmce it is too much 
for one, our united ftrength (hould be employed in the 
iearch of her. Efpecially fince the divine Bein^, who 
contains in himielf all reality and truth, is in^nite in 
perfe^on, and therefore fhould be infinitely adored and 
loved. And if creatures are by their bein^ fo unca- 
pablc of rendring to their incomprchenfiblc Creator an 
adoration and love that is worthy of him, it is but de- 
corous that they fhould however do as much as they can. 
All that variety of fubiime truths, of beautiful and 
wondrous objeds which furround us, are nothing elfe 
but avarious difplay of his unbounded excellencies, and 
why fhould any of them pafs unobferved ? Why fhould 
not every individual underflanding be in a more efbe- 
cial manner fitted for, and employed in the difquifition 
of fome particular truth and beauty ? It is true, after 
our refcarchesj we can no more fufftciently know God, 
than we can worthily love him ; and arc as much unable 
to find out all his works, as we are his nature. Yet 
this fhould only prompt us to exert all our powers, and 
to do our bed, fince even th^t were too little, could we 
poflibly do more. We can never offer to him fo much 
praife as he deferves; and therefore it is but fit he fhould 
have all that mankind can pofiibly render him. He is 
indeed immuubie in his own nature, but thofe difco- 
vcries we daily make of his operations, will always af- 
ford us fomewhat new and furprifing; for this all-glo- 
rious fun, die author of life and light, is as inex- 
hauftible a fource of truth, as he b of joy and hap-* 



If then we are convinced that there is fome peculiar 

talk, allotted us, our next bufineis will be to inquire 

wiiac It is. To know our own flrength, and neithei to 
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over nor under-rate ourfelvcs, is one of the moft mate- 
rial points of wifHom, and which indeed we arc moft 
ccjnnonly ignorant of, elfe we ftould not reach at all, 
how unable foever we are to attain it, nor make fo many 
fucc^rslcfs attempts, and be forced to come off with that 
pitiful apology, **I was miftaken, I did not think it." But 
4ve can urarce duly eftimate our ilnderilandings, until we 
h?\e regulated our wills, reformed felf-love, and a 
train of unmortified pafiions, which engage us in a fit- 
Guent error and aptnefs to leflen the human mindy to 
decrad^ from its grandeur, and abridge its powers, 
when we confider it in general, and as great a forward- 
nefs when we look on ourfclves, to extend our abili- 
ties beyond their bounds. Are wc confcious of a dc- 
fe6l? The fhallownefs of human reafon at large muft 
-bear the blame. We harangue \cry excellently on the 
ignorance and vanity of mankind, and it were well if 
we refted here, and would forbear to murmur even at 
our Creator himfelf for allowing us fo fcanty a portion. 
But if reafon has (hone out, difpelling thofe clouds 
which eclipfed the bright face of truth, we arrogate 
all to ourfelves. My difcovery, my hypotliefis, the 
ilrcngth and clcarncfs of n:y reafc^nings, rather than 
the truth, a^e what *^'e would cxpofc to view; it is that 
we idolize ourfelves, and would have e\'(Ty one admire 
and relebrate. And yet all thiti is no more, perhaps, than 
another has done before us, or at leatt might have done 
with ou: opportunities and advantages. The reverfe 
of this pro:-cdure would become us better ; and it were 
mo:e g'oriouv as well as more juft, to afcribe the cx- 
cellenc-L., of the mind to human nature in the lump, 
and tf tri;;o the weaknefles to ourfelves. By this we 
fhould borL wold fioth, the beft ufe we can make of 
our ignoranr/j and infirmity be ng iirft to be humbled 
for, ;'nd :hen fc iiloully to endeavour their amendment, 
and -lib lecure oi-r induilry from the mixtures of pride 
and envy; Ly Icoking on our own iicquifitions as a 
general trealure, in which the whole^ have a right, 
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we (hoald pretend' to no more than a (hare; and con* 
iiderin^ ourfclvcs as parts of the fame whole, we fliould 
expe£k to find our own account in the improvement of 
every part of it ; which would reilrain us from being 
puft up with the coritemplation of our own, and from 
repining at our neighbours excellencies. For let rea^* 
ion ihine forth where it may, as we cannot engrofs, fb 
neither can we be excluded from (haring in the benefit 
unlefs we wilfully exclude ourfelves ; every one being 
the" better for true worth and good fenfe, except the 
' little fouls that envy them. 

To help us to the knowledge of our own capacities^ 
the informations of our friends, nay even of our ene- 
mieSf may be ufeful. The former, ifVife and true, will 
dired'us to the fame courfe to which our genius points^ 
and the latter will induilrioufly endeavour to divert us 
finom it. We cannot be too careful, that thofe do not 
diigoifethemfelves und^rrthe fpecious appearance of the 
former, to do us an ill turn the more eftedlually. For 
itis notfeldom feen, that fuch as pretend great concern 
for QSy will prefs on us fuch ftudies, or ways of living, 
MB inwardly they know we are unfit for, to gratify tliere- 
by their fecret envy, diverting us from 3iat to which 
our own genius difpofes us, and in which therefore they 
have reaion to fuppofe we would be excellent* But tho? 
we may make ufe of the opinions of both, yet if we 
will be fnicere and ingenuous, we cannot have a more 
faithful dire^or than our own heart. He who gave us 
thefedifpofitions, will excite us to the ufe and improve-^ 
ment of them^ and, unlefs we drive him from us by our 
impurity, or through negligence and wan( of attention,, 
let flip his fecret whifpers, this mailer within us will 
lay mod in our view fuch leifons as he would have'u» 
take. Our care then rauit be, to open our eyes ta 
that beam of light, which does in a more efpecial 
manner break in upon uS; to fix fleadily, and to exa-- 
mine accurately, thofe notions which are moH lively 
i:eprefented to us, and tp lay oat our thoughts and 
0. 3 time- 
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time in the cultivation of them. It may be Our hn- 
mour will not be gratified, nor our intereft fcrved by 
f ^ch a method. Other bufinefs or amnfements put on 
a finer garbj and come attended with more chanps 
and grandeur^- thefe recommend us to the world, make 
as beloved and illuflrious in it : whilft the followers cf 
truth are defpifed and looked afkew on, as fantafticai 
^culatifts, unfbciable thinkers, who pretend to fee 
farther than their neighbours, to rectify what cuflom 
has e^blifhed ; and are fo unmannerly, as to think and 
talk omt of the common way. Me who fpeaks truth 
makes a fatire upon the greateft part of mankind, and 
they are not over- apt to forgive him* Their gall is 
touched projportionably as their wounds are more deep- 
ly fearched into, though it be only in order to a cure* 
They therefore who love truth, fhould be hated by the 
moil ; who, though they openly pretend to honour, yet 
fecretly malign her, becaufe ihe reproaches them. And 
as a plaufable life is not often a very religious one, which 
made the beft judge pronounce a woe on thofe of whom 
all men fhould fpeak well, fo neither is the moft juft 
and illuminated underilanding^, the moll admired and 
truilcd to ; but a plaufible fpeaker, as well as a plaufible 
Jivcr, commonly has the applaufe of the world. If 
then we confult our paflions and vanity, we fhall go 
near to determine amifs, and make that ufe of our in- 
telle£luals, which fancy or intereft pufhes us on to, not 
which nature has fitted us for. Hence it is, that thofe 
who might have done very well in fome Hudies and 
employments, make but bungling work when they 
apply themfelves to others. We go on apace, when 
the wind and tide are on our fide, but it coils us much 
labour, and we make little fpeed, when we row againll 
both. 

As a due confideration of our particular capacity 
would put us right in our Hudies, fo would it keep us from 
clalhing with our neighbours, whom we often contend 

with, 
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with, not fo much out of love to truth, as througli a hu- 
mour of contradidtion, or becaufc we think it the bell 
way to (hew our parts, and by this trial of (kill to exalt 
ounelvcs above them. If, in Read of difputing and l.iugh- 
ing with them, of bending all the force of our wit, to 
contradi£l and oppofe thofe advances which they niakc^ 
we would well undcrllanJ, duly employ, and kindly 
communicate our peculiar talent, how much more for- 
vice might we do our Lord ? how much more ufeful 
might we be to one another ? we (hould be rcfl rained 
from aipiring to things above our reach, and not abufc 
thofe goond pajts which were given us for common be- 
nefit, to the deftrudlion of ourfelves and others. 

Bccaufe they who need amendment moft, are com- 
monly leaft difpofed to make fuch reflections as are 
neceffary to procm-e it, we will confider a little for 
them» and obferve the moll ufual defeflsof the think- 
ing facnlty. 

If wc are of their opinion who fay, the underlland- 
ing is only paflive, and that judgment belongs to the 
Will, I fee not any dcfed the former can have, beudes 
narrownefs, and a difability to extend itfelf to many 
thines, which is indeed incident to all creatures ; the 
brighteil intelligence iu the higheft order of angels is 
then defedUve, as well as the meaneft mortal, though 
in a lef$ degree. Nor ought it to be complained of, fince 
it is natur^ and neceffiuy ; wc may as well defire to be 
Gods, as deiire to know all things. Some fort of ig- 
norance, therefore, or non-perception, we cannot help. 
A finite mind, fuppofe it as large as you pleafe, can 
never extend itfelf to infinite trums. 

But no doubt it is in our power, to remedy a great 
deal more than we do, and probablv a larger range is 
allowed us, than the moft adive and lively underftand- 
ing has hitherto reached. Ignorance then cannot be 
avoided, but error may ; we cannot judge of things of 
which we have no idea, but we can fufpend our judg- 
ment about thofe of which wc have, though clearnefs and 
O 4 evidence 
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lividence oblige us to pafs it. Indeed, in fEridnefs of 
ipeech, the will, and not the underftanding, is blame- 
aole when we think amifs, fince the latter oppofes not 
tlie ends for which God made it, bnt readily extends it- 
fclf as far as it can, receiving fuch ioipreflsons as are 
made on it. It is the former which diredls it to fuch ob- 
jcAs, that fills up its capacity with fuch ideas, as are fo« 
reign to its bufincfs, and of no ufeto it, or which does 
not at leaft oppofc the incurfions of material things, 
and deface, as much as it is able, thofe impreflions 
which f^nfible objcfls leave in the imagination. 

They who apply themfelves to the contemplaticn of 
truth, will perhaps at iirft find a contra6lion, or cmp 
tinefs of thought, and that their mind offers nothing 
en the fubjcd they would conflder, is net ready at un- 
folding, nor in reprefenting correfpondent ideas to be 
compared with it, is, as it were, afleep, or in a dreanif 
and though not empty of all thought, yet thinks nothing 
clearly or to the purpofe. The primary canfe of this, 
is that limitation which all created mind!s are fubjeft tO| 
which limitation appears more vifible in (bme than in 
Others, cither bccauie fome minds are endowed by ihcif 
Creator with a larrer capscity than the rell ; or if you are 
not inclined to think fo, then by reafon of the bodily 
Indifpofition of the organs, which cramps and contrafb 
the operations of the mind. That perfon whofe capa- 
city of receiving ideas is very little ; whofe ideas 
are difordered, and not capable of being fo difpofcd as 
that they may be compared, in order to the forming 
Cf a judgment, is a fool, or little better. If we find 
this to be our cafe, and that after frequent trials there 
appears no hopes of amendment, it is bell to defill, we 
ihall but Icf^ our labour, we may do fome gxxKl in an 
adive life, and employments that depend on the body, 
but we are altogether unfit for contemplaticn, and the 
exercifes of the mind. Yet before we give out, let us 
fee whether it he thus with us in all cafes : Can we 
think and argue rationally about a drefs, an inuigne, 

an 
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eftate ? Why then not upon better fubjefts ? The 
yr of coniidering and meditating juflly, is the fame 
all occafions. It is true, there will fewcft ideas rife, 
en we would meditate on fach fubje^s as we have 
n leaft converfant with ; but this is a fault which it 
n our power to remedy, Hrfl by reading or difcourA 
-, and then by frequent and ferious meditation. 
4s thofe we have been /peaking of are hindered in 
ir fearch after truth, through a want of ideas, fo there 
another fort, who are not happy in their enquiries,, 
account of the multitude and impetuofity of theirs, 
iatilenefs ot thought, verv pernicious to true fciencc,. 
L fault, which people ot warm imaginations and' 
Ive /pirits are apt to fall into. Such a temper is 
dily difpofed to receive errors, and very well qua- 
!d to propagate them, efpecially if a volubility of 
ech be joined to it. Thefe, through an immoderate 
iblenefs of thinking, (kip from one idea to another,, 
hout obferving due oMer and connexion. They con- 
t themfelves with a fuperficial view, a random 
ncc, and depending on the vigour of their iniagina- 
i, arc taken with appearance, never tarrying to pe- 
rate the fubjedl, or to find out truth, if (he floats 
upon the furface. A multitude of ideas, not relat* 
to the matter they defign to think of, rufli in upon 
m, and their eafy mina entertains all comers, how 
>ertinent foever : inftead of examining the queftion- 
iebate, they are got into the clouds, numbering the 
58 in the moon, and building airy cafUes there. Nor- 
t eafy to cure this defeat, fince it deceives otliers, as 
1 as thofe that have it, with a (hew of ingenuity, 
c vivacity of fuch pcrfons makes their converfation 
oiible with thofe that coniider not much, though not 
h the judicious. It procures for them the charafter 
1 wit, but hinders them from being wife : For truth 
lot often found by fach as will not take time to exa- 
\e her counterfeits, to diftinguifh between evidence 
I probability, realities and appearances, but who 
O 5 through. 
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through a conceit of their own (harp-fightednefs, think 
tlicy can jwerce to the bottom with the firft glance. 

To cure this diltemper perfe£llv, it will be neceffary to 
apply to the body, as well as to the mind. The animal 
fpirits mud belcffened, or rendered more calm and ma- 
nageable, atleaft they mud not be unnaturally and vio- 
lently moved by Aich a diet, or fuch paffions, defigns, 
and divertifemenL*;, as are likely to put them in aferment. 
Contemplation requires a governable body, a fedate 
and fteady mind ; and the body and the mind do red- 
prccally influence each other, that we can fcarce keep 
the one in tune if the other be out. We can ncidier 
obfcrve the errors of our intellect, nor the irregularity of 
our morals, while we are darkened by fumes, agitated 
with unruly paflionsy or carried away with eager defiits 
after fenfible things and vanities. We muft, therefore, 
withdraw our minds from the world, from adhering to 
the fenfes, from the love of material beings, of pomps 
and gaieties ; for it is thefe that afually ileal away 
the heart, that fednce the mird to fuch anaccountabk 
wanderings, and to £11 up its capacity, that they 
leave no room for truth, fo diftrad its attention, that 
it cannot enquire after her. For though the body docs 
partly occaflcn this fault, yet the will, no doubt, may 
in good meafure remedy it, by uiing its authority to fix 
the underflanding on fuch obje«5is as it would have con- 
templated ; it has a rein which will certainly curb this 
wandering, if it can but be perfuaded to make ufe of it. 
Indeed attention and deep meditation are not fo agree- 
able to our animal nature, do not flatter our pride fo 
well as this agreeable icvcrie, which gives us a pretence 
to knowledge, without- taking much pains to acquire it, 
and dees not choke us with ihc humbling thoughts of 
our own ignorance, with which we muft make fuch ado, 
before it can be enlighu^-ned : yet witliout attention 
and dri6l evaminatiou, wc are liable to falfe judgments 
on every occafion, to vanity and arrogance, to im- 
pertinent prating of things we do not underftand ; are 
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kept from making aprogrefs, becaufe wc fancy ourfclve* 
to DC at the top already, and can never attain to true 
wifdom. If for the future then we would think to pur- 
po(e« we muf^fufFer oui-fclves to be convinced, how oft 
we have already thought to none, fufpeft our quicknefs^ 
and not give our dcfultory imagination leave to ramble. 

That we may the better rellrain it, let us conndcr, 
"what alofs of time and (ludy fuch irregular and ufelefs 
thoughts occalion, what a reproach they are to oar 
reafbn« how they cheat us with a (hew of knowledge, 
which fo long as wc are under the power of this ^iddy 
temper, will inevitably cfcapc us. And if to this we 
add a ierious perufai of fuch books as are not loofely 
writ, but require an attentive and awakened mind to ap- 
prehend and to take in the whole force of them, oblig- 
ing ourfelves to underftand them thoroughly, fo as to 
be able to give a jull account of them to ourfelves. or 
rather to fome other perfon, intelligent enough to take 
it, and correal our miftakes ; it is to be hoped we fhali 
obtain a due poife of mind, and be able to dircdl our 
thoughts to the thorough difcuflion of fuch objefls as 
we would examine. Such books, I mean, as are fuller 
of matter than words, which difFufe alight through every 
part of the fubjciSt treated of, do not fkim, but pene- 
trate to the bottom ; yet fo as to leave (bmewhat to be 
-wrought out by the reader's own meditation ; fuch at 
are writ with order and connexion, the ftrength of whofe 
arguments cannot be fufficiently felt, unlefs we remem- 
ber and compare the whole fyllem. 

Volatilenefs of thought occations rafhnefs and bre« 
cipitation in our judgments, and too great a conceit of 
oorielves : all the irregularities of our will proceed 
fnHnthefefalfejudgments, through wantofconfiderationy 
or a partial examination when we do coniider. For did 
we coniider with any manner of attention, we could 
not be fo abfurd as to call evil good, and choofe it as 
fuch, or prefer a left good before a greater, a poor mo« 
foentary trifle, before the purity and pcrfe^ion of ovr 
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inind. We feek no farther than the firfl appearance of 
truth and good : here we flop, allowing neither time 
nor thoDffht to fearch to the bottom, and to pull off 
thofe diigttiies which impoie on us. This precipita- 
tion is i^at gives birth to all our errors, which tie 
BQthing elfe but a haHy and injudicious fentence, amif- 
takine one thing for another, fuppoiing an agreement 
or di^arity among ideas and their relations, where in 
reality there is none, oecafioned by an impeded and 
curfory view of them. And though there are otker 
things which may be faid to lead us into error, yet 
they do it only as they lead us into ra(h and precipitate 
judraients. We love grandeur, and every thing that 
ietOB our good opinion of onrfelves, and therefore 
would judge off-hand, becauie we fuppofe it a dif]^- 
Tagement to our underftandings, to be long in examm- 
ing ; fb that we greedily embrace whatever feems to 
carry evidence enoufi;h for a fpeedy determination, how 
flight and fuperficialfoever it be ; whereas did we calm- 
ly and deliberately examine our evidence, and how far 
thofe motives we are adted by ought to influence, we 
fhould not be liable to this fedudlion : For by this 
means the impetuoiity of a warm imagination would 
be cooled, and the extravagancies of a diforderly one 
regulated. We fhould not be deceived by the report of 
our fenfes, the prejudices of education, our own pri- 
vate intereft and readinefs to receive the opinions, 
whether true or falfe, of thofe we love, or would ap- 
pear to love, becaufe we tliink they will ierve us in 
that intereft. Our inordinate thirft after a great re- 
putation, or the power and riches, the grandeurs and 
pleafures of this world, would no longer diflipate our 
thoughts and diftrad our attention, for we fhould be 
then fenfible how little concern is due to them. 

Whatever falfe principle we embrace, whatever 
wrong conclufion we draw from true ones, is a difpa- 
ragement to our thinking power, a weaknefs of judg- 
ment proceeding from a confufed and imperfedl view 

of 
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of things, as that does for want of attention* and a 
hafly and impartial examination, jt were endlefs to 
reckon up all the falfe maxims and rcafonings we fall 
into ; the general caufes have been already mentioned, 
the particulars are as many as thofe feveral compofi- 
dons which arife from the various mixtures of the paf- 
fions, interefls, education, converfation and reading, 
Sec, of particular perfons. The bell way I can think of 
to improve the underftanding, and to guard it againi): 
ail error, whatever caufe they proceed from, is to re- 

fulate the will, whofc oflicc it is to determine the un- 
erUanding, to fuch and fuch ideas, and to Hay it in the 
coniideration of them fo long, as is neceffary to the 
iiifcovcry of truth ; for if the will be right, tlie un- 
derftandin^ cannot be guilty of any palpable errors. We 
(hould not judge of any thing which we do not appre- 
hend ; we fhould fufpend our affent, till we fee juft 
caufe to give it, and determine nothing, till the ftrcngth 
and clearnefs of the evidence oblige us to it. We (hould 
withdraw ourfelvcs, as much as may be, from corpo- 
real thineK, that pure reafon may be heard the better. 
We (hould make that ufe of our fcnfes, for which wc 
were designed and fitted, the prefer vation of the body, 
•but not depend on their teflimony in our enquiries sif- 
.ter truth. Wc fhould particularly diveft ourfelves of 
■ miilaken felf-love, little ends, and mean defigns, 
and keep our inclinations and paifions under govern- 
ment. We fhould not engage ourfelvcs fo far in any 
party or opinion, as to make it in a manner neceffary 
chat that (hould be right, left from wifhing, we come at 
laft to perfuade ourfelves it is (b. We mould be paf- 
fionately in love with truth, as being thoroughly fen- 
fible of her excellency and beauty. Wc fhould embrace 
. her, how oppofite foevcr (he may fometimes be to our 
humours and defigns, wc (hould labour to bring thefe 
over to her, and never attempt to make her truckle 
to them. Wc (hould be fo far from difliking a truth 
becaufe it touches us home, and lays open our ten- 
1 dereft 
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dereft and deareft corfuption, that we ffioylsi nihsf 
prise it the more, by how much the im^rc plainly it 
ihews 115 oar errors and imfcarriages. Thefc arc tHe 
triiUis it concerns us molt to know: It is not miieeml 
to us \s^h.it € the r peoples opmkns are, any farthtr ttiia 
as the knowledge of their fentimetiti tuiiy correal ©M 
mi flakes : And the higher our ftatlon u In the widd, 
fo tnuch the greater need have we to be curluus in ita$ 
particulaj. 

The mean andiiKonfidcrabkoften Humble on trtjti, 
when they feek not after her; but the b ccmijuonly km 
out of the way, and induflrioufly concealed fro«i ult 
grcit and mighty, either out or deijgn or aivy i f^ 
whoever would make a property cf another, mult by 
ali iTJeuns conceal the truth from him, and they whi 
envy their neighhour*s pre-eminence in other thirms, 
are willing them febes to excel iu cxaftnefs of j rag- 
men t, which thi-y think, and very truly* to he t& 
greatcft cjfcelleuty. To help fonvnrd this dccepdun* 
the great, inllead of being indisfbrious in finding oat 
the truth, are generally very impatient when tlicy 
meet with her< .She does not treat them fo tenderly 
and familiarly as their flatterers do. There is in her 
that which ufvd to be the chara^er of our nation, an 
honeil plainneis and fmcerit)^, opennefs and blunt h- 
miliarity. She cannot mold herfelfinto all fh apes to 
be rendered agreeable, but, ftanding on her natife 
wo rth , h regard lefs of out fi c?e and va m i fii . 

As to the method of thin king, we fhall not ^ndyoti 
farther than your own minds to learn it. You may, if 
j'ou pleafe, take in the skOiJlance of fome welJ-chofen 
book> buta^ood nntural rcafon, after all, is the bell 
director: without this, you will fcarce argue well, 
tho' you had the choice II books and tutors to infiruft 
you ; but with it you may, though you happen to be 
deftitute of the other : For, as the judicious author of 
the art of thinking well obferves, ** Thofe operations of 
the mind proceed merely from nature j and that fome- 

timci 
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times more perfe6lly from thofe who arc altogether ig- 
norant of logick, than from thofe who have learned it." 
That which we propofe in all our meditations and 
reaibnings, is eitlier to deduce fomc truth we are in 
fearch of, from fuch principles as we are already ac- 
quainted with, or elfe to difpofe our thoughts and rea- 
sonings in fuch a manner, as to be able to convince 
others of thofe truths which wc ourfelves are convinced 
of. Other defigns, indeed, men may have, fuch as 
the maintenance of their own opinions, actions, an<i 
parties, without regard either to the truth and juftice 
of them, or to the great liurt they may do by impofing 
on their fimple and unwary neighbours ; but thefe arc 
jnean and bafe ones, beneatli a man, much more a 
Chrillian, who is, or ought to be, endowed with greater 
integrity and ingenuity. 

Now reafoninff being nothing elfe but a comparifon 
of ideas, and a deducing; of conclufions from clear and 
evident principles, it is in the fird pLice requifite, that 
our ideas be clear and juft, and our principles true, elle 
all our difcourfe will be noufenfc and abfurdity, faU 
ihopd and error. That our ideas may be right, wc have 
no more to do but to look into our own minds, having, 
as was faid above, laid aiide all prejudices, and what- 
ever may give a falfe tlnfture to our light ; there v^'C 
(hall find a clear and lively reprcfentation of what wc 
leek for, anfbphillicated with the drofs of falfe defini- 
tions and unintelligible expreflions. But we muft not 
imagine that a tranfient view will fen'c the turn, or that 
our eye will be enlightened if it be not fixed : For 
though truth be exceeding bright, yetfince our prejudi- 
ces andpaflions have darkened our<eye-fight, ic r^*quircs 
no little pains and application of mind to find her out ; 
the nejgleA of which application is the reafon that we 
have fo little truth, and that the little we have is almofl 
loft in that rubbiih of error which is mingled with it. 
Since truth is fo near at hand, fincc we are not obliged 
to tnmble over many authors, to hunt after e\c;y cele- 
brated 



304 IGNORANCE. 

ferated genius, but may have it by enquiring after it in 
our own brcafls, are we not inexcufable if we do not 
obtain it? Are we not unworthy of compaffion if we 
fuffer our underHandings to be over-run with error ? 
Indeed it feems moil reaibnable and moil agreeable xo 
the wifdom and equity of the divine operations, that 
every one fhould nave a teacher in his own bofbm, 
who will, if they ferioufly apply themfelves to him, 
immediately enlighten them fo far as is nece/Tary, amd 
dired them to fudi means as are fullicient for their in- 
ftrudion, both in human and divine truths : for, as 
to the latter, reafon, if it be right and folid, will not 

Sretend to be our fole inftruftor, but will fend us to 
[vine revelation when it may be had. 
God docs nothing in vain : He gives no power or 
faculty which he has not allotted to lome proportionate 
ufe ; and therefore if he has given to mankind a rational 
mind, every individual underftanding oUght to be em- 
ployed in fomewhat v/orthy of it. The meaneft perfbn 
fhould think as j uftl v, tho' not as copioufly as the greateft 
philofopher. And if the underftandingoe made forthe 
contemplation of truth, (and I know not what elfe it 
can be made for) either there are many underftandings 
who are never able to attain what they were defigncd 
and fitted for, which is contrary to the fnppoiition that 
God made nothing in vain, or elfe the very meanell 
muft be put in a way of attaining it. Now how can 
this be, if all that goes to the compofition of a knowing 
man in the account of the world, be neceflary to make 
one (6 ? All have not leifure to learn languages, and 
pore on books, nor opportunity to con verfe with the 
learned : but all may think, may ufe their own facul- 
ties rightly, and coniult the matter who is within them. 
By ideas we fometimcs underftand in general all that 
which is the immediate objeft of the mind, whatever 
it perceives ; and in this large fenfe it may take in aH 
thought, all that we are any ways capable of difcem- 
ing : fo when we fay, we have no idea of a thing, it 

is 
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is as much as to fay we know nothing of the matter. 
Again, it is more fkriOly taken for that which reprefents 
to the mind fome objedt diitin^ from it, whether clearly 
or confufedly: when this is its import, our know- 
ledge is faid to be as clear as our ideas are : for. that idea 
which reprefents a thing fo clearly, that by an attent 
and Ample view we may difcem its properties and mo* 
difications, at leaft fo far as they can be known, is ne- 
ver falfc. All our certainty and evidence depend upoij 
it ; if we know not truly what is thus reprefented to our 
minds, we know nothing. Thus the idea of equality 
between two and two is fo evident, that it is impoffibl^ 
to doubt of it ; no argument could convince us of* tlie 
contrary, nor be able to perfuade us the fame may be 
found between two and three. 

And as fuch an idea as this is never falfe, fo neither 
can any idea be.faid to be fo, if by falfe we mean that 
which has no exiflence. Our idea certainly exiils, 
though there be not asy thing in nature correfpondent tp 
it : for though there be no fuch thing as a ^Iden moun- 
tiin» yet when I think of one, it is certain I have aa 
idea of it. 

Out ideas are then faid to be falfe, or rather wrong, 
when they have no conformity to the real nature of 
the thbg whofe name they bear, SQj that properly 
feeakine,. it is not the idea* but the mdjfment that i^i 
falfe. Wq err in fuppoiing that our idea is anfwerabljB 
to ibroething without us, when it is not. In fimple per- 
ceptions we are not often deceived, but we frequently 
miiUke in compounding them, by uniting feyeral things 
which have no agreement, and feparating others which 
are effentially united : indeed it may h^Pp^n, that 
our |)erceptions are faulty fometimes, through the indif- 
poiition of the organs or faculties. Thus a man who 
has the jaundice, fees every thing tinged with vellow ; 
yet even here the error is not in tlie fimple idea, but 
in the compound one ; for we do not miitake when we 
fay the objedt appears yellow to our ilght, though wp 

doy 
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do, when we affirm that it does, or ought to do fo tt 
others. So aeain, when the mind does not fuffidently 
attend to her ideas, nor examine them on all fides, it is 
very likely flie will think amifs ; but this alfo is a falfe 
judgmert, that which is amifs in the perception being 
rather inadequatenefs than falHiood. Thus, in msmy 
cafesy we enquire no farther than whether an action 
be not diredlv forbidden, and if we do not find it abfo- 
lutely unlawful, we think that fufiicient to authorize 
the pradliceof it, not considering it as we ought to do, 
clothed with the circumfUnces ot fcandal, temptation, 
6cc, which place it in the fame clafTes with things unlaw- 
ful, at leail make it fo to us. 

Rational creatures (hould endeavour to have right 
ideas of every thing that comes under their cognifance, 
but yet our ideas of morality, our thoughts about re- 
ligion are thofe which we fhould with greatcfl (peed aad 
4ljligence rectify, becaufc they are moft important; 
the life to come, as well as the occurrences of this, de- 
pending on them. We fhould fearch for truth in cor 
mod abilradled fpeculations, but it concerns us nearly 
to follow her dole in what relates to the conduct of our 
lives : For the main thine we are to dri\-e at in all our 
fludies, and that which is the greatcft improvement of 
our underflandings, is the art of prudence, the being 
all of a piece, managing all our words and adtions is 
it becomes wife perfons and good Chriftians. 

Yet in this we are commonly moft faulty ; for befides 
the deceits of our paffions, our ideas cf particular virtues 
and vices, goods and evils, being an afTemblagc 
of divers fimple perceptions, and including fevcral 
judgments, are therefore liable to miftakc, and much 
more fo, confidering how we commonly come by them. 
We hear the word that ftands for fuch a thin^, fuppofc 
honour : and then inftcaJ of enquiring what it is at the 
fountain-head ; how defined in the oracles of God, 
what our own reafon tells us of it, or what it is in the 
impartial judgment of the wifell and the beft ; cuftom 

and 
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And the obfervations we make on the practice of fuch as 
pretend to honour, form our idea, which is feldom a 
ri^ht one, the opinions and praAices of the world 
being very fallacious, and many times quite oppofite 
to the didates of truth and reafon. For what a ftrange 
diAorted idea of honour mufl they needs have, who can 
think it honourable to break a vow that ought to be 
kqpt, and diihonourable to get loofe from an engage- 
ment that ought to be broken ? wlio cannot bear to be 
taxed with a lie, and yet never think fit to keep their 
ward ? What do they think of greatnefs, who fupport 
their pomp at the expence of the groans and tears of 
many injured families ? What is their idea of heairen, 
who profefi to believe fuch a thing, and yet never en- 
deavour to qualify themfelvcs for the enjoyment of it ? 
Have they any idea at all of thefe things when they 
ijpeak of them f or if they have, is it not a very falfe 
one ? 

Now that we may avoid miftakes the better, and be- 
caufe we afually join words to our ideas, even when 
weonly meditate, we fhould free them from all equi- 
vocation, not maike ufe of any word whicli has not a 
diftindidea annexed to it; aaci where cuflom has joined 
many ideas to one word, carefully feparate and diHin- 
(oim them. For if our words be equivocal, how can 
M, by pronouncing fuch and fuch, excite the fame idea 
in another that is in our own mind which is the end of 
ibeech ; and confequently how can wc be underdood 
if Sometimes we annex one idea to a word, and fomc- 
times another ? We may for ever wrangle with thofc, 
who perhaps would be found to agree with us if we un- 
derftood each other, but we can neither convince them, 
nor clear up the matter to our own mind. For inftancc, 
flionld I difpute whether evil were to be chofcn ? witli-* 
QQt defining what I mean by evil, which is a word 
cuflomarily applied to things of different natures, and 
fhould conclude in the affirmative ; meaning at the fame 
time the evil of pains, or any corporal loi's or punilh- 

mcnt ; 
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ment ; I were not m'ulaken ; though another perfonwho 
annexes no other idea but that of (in to the word evil, 
might juilly contradift me, and fay that I was. Or if 
in the procefs of my difcoune, I ihonld, without giving 
notice of it, fubditute the idea of fin inflead of mat S 
pain, when J mention evil, I (hould argue falfly; for 
though it is a maxim that we may choofe a lefs evil, or 
avoid a greater, if both of tliem be corporal evils, yet; 
if only one of them be fo, we fhould not choofe it to 
avoid a fin, between which, and the evil of pain, 
there is no comparifon : but if the two evils propofcd 
to our choice be both of them finful, that principle will 
will not hold, we muft choofe neither, whatever cqmm 
of it, fin being eligible no manner of way. 

Thus are our ideas often thought to oe falfe, when 
the fault is really in our language ; >^'e make life of 
words without joining any, or only loofe and indeter- 
minate ideas to them, prating like parrots, who can 
modify founds, pronounce fyllables, and' ibmetimes 
marfhal them as a man would, though without the nft 
ofreafon, or underflanding any thing by them. Tbvii 
after along difcourfe, and many fine words, our heap 
«r may juftly a(k us, what we have been faying) 
and wnat it it we would be at ? And fo a great part of 
the good breeding of the world, many elegant coin* 
pliments pafs for nothing ; they have no meaning, or if 
they have, it is quite contrary to what the wordj in 
other cafes fignify. 

From the comparifon of two or more ideas clearly 
conceived, arifes a judgment, which we may lay down 
for a principle, and as we have occalion, argue from it: 
alwa)s obfervdng, that thofe judgments which we take 
for axioms and principles, be fuch as carry the higkcft 
evidence and conviction, fuch as every one who will 
but in the lead attend, may clearly fee, and be fully 
convinced of, and which need no other idea for their dc- 
monftration. Thus from the agreement which we plain- 
ly perceive between the ideas of God, and of goodnefs, 

fingly 
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:fingly con£dered, we difcern, thst they may be joined 
together, fo as to form this propofitioiiy ** that God is 
rgood :" and from the evident difparity that is between 
- &od and injuiUcey we learn to anirm this other, *' that 
tlie is not iinjufl." And fo long as we judge of nothing 
.' but what we fee clearly, we cannot be mil^en in our 
judgments, we may indeed in thofe reafonings and de- 
.liu&ons we 4nw from them, if we are ignorant of the 
.law&of ajgumentation, or negligent in the obfenration 
of them. 

The firfl and principal thing, therefore, to be ob- 
. • ienred in all the operations of the mind is, that we de- 
' termine nothing about thofe things of which we have not 
. a clear idea, and as dillinft as the nature of the fubjed 
, will permit ; for we cannot properly be faid to know any 
J thing which does not clearly and evidently appear to us, 
. Whatever we fee diftindly, we likewife fee clearly, 

• diilin£Uon always including clearnefs, though clearnefs 
does not neceffarily include diftindlion, there being 

. many objeds clear to the view of the mind, which 

i yd cannot be faid to be diilinft. We may have a clear, 

but not a diilind and perfect idea of God and our own 

- fouls ; their exiftence and fome of their properties and 

• attributes may be certainly and indubitably known ; 
-. but we cannot know the nature of our fouls diilindly, 

and Icfs that of God, becaufe his is infinite. Now 
.where our knowledge is diftindl, we may boldly deny 

of a fubjedt, all that which after a careful examination 

we find not in it : but where our knowledge is only 
. clear, and not diilind, though we may f^ely afErm 
: what we fee ; yetwe cannot, without a hardy prcfump- 

tion, . deny of it what we fee not. 

As judgments are formed by the comparing of ideas, 
' fo -reafoning or difcourfe arifes from the comparifon 
'-. or combination of fcyeral judgments. Nature teaches 
*. ns, when we cannot find out what relation one idea 
( bears to another by a fimple view, or bare comparifon 

to feek for a common meafure^ or third idea, which, 

relating 
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relating to the other two, we may, by companDg it 
with each of them, difcern wherein they agree or diSer. 
Our invention difcovere itfelf in propohng readily apt 
ideas for this middle term ; our judgment in making 
choice of fuch as are dearell and moft to our pupofei 
and the excellency of our reafoning coniifb in oar fidU 
and dexterity in appl^ine them. 

Invention indeed is the hardeft part ; ivhen proofs 
arc found, it is not very difficult to manage them : and 
to know precifely wherein iheir nature coniifb, may 
help us fomewhat in our enquiries after them. An in- 
termediate idea then, which can make out an agree- 
ment between other ideas, muft be equivalent to, and 
yet diftinft from, thofe we compare by it. Where ideas 
agree, it will not be hard- to find fuch an equivalent, 
and if, after diligent fearch, we cannot meet with any, 
it is a pretty (ure fign that they do not agree. It is not 
indeed necc/Tary that our middle idea b^ equivalent in 
all re{pe6ls ; it is enough if it be in fuch as make the 
comparifon : and when it is fo to one of the compoond 
ideas, but not to the other, that is a proof that they do 
not agree among themfelves. 

Allthe commerce and intcrcourfe of the world is ma- 
naged by equivalent converfation, as well as traf- 
iick. Why do we truft our friends, but becaufe their 
truth and honcfty appear to us equivalent to the con- 
fidence we repofe in them ? Why do we perform good 
offices to others, but becaufe there is a proportion be- 
tween them and the merit of the perfon, or our own 
circumftances ? And as the way to know the worth of 
things, is to compare them with one another, Co in like 
manner wc come to the knowlege of the truth of them 
by an equal balancing. 

£ut becaufe examples are more familiar than {fft" 
cepts, as condefccndme to fhew us the very manner of 
pradifing them, I fhalT endeavour to make the matter 
in hand as plain as I can, by fubjoining inftanccs to 
the following rules. 

Wl 
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We have heard already that a medium is neceflary, 
when we cannot difcem the relation that is between two 
or more ideas, by intuition- or fimple vie\«. Could 
thb alone procure us what we feek after, the addition 
of other ideas would be needlefs ; iince to make a fhew 
of wit, by tedious arguings'and unnecefTary flourifhcs, 
does only perplex and incumber the matter, intuition 
being' the fimpleft, and on that account the bed way of 
knowing. 

Rule I. " Acquaintyourfelvesthoroughlywith the Hate 
" of the queilion; have a diitinft notion of your objcft, 
•• whatever it be, and of the terms you make ufe of ,know- 
*• ingprecifely what it is you drive at." 

Rulell. " Cut off all needlefs ideas, and whatever has 
•* not a neceflary connexion to the matter under coniider- 
•* ation;" which ferve only to fill the capacity of the mind, 
and to divide and diftradl the attention. From the negleft 
of this come thofe caufelefs digreflions, tedious paren- 
tkcfesp and impertinent remarks, which we meet with 
in feme authors: for, as when our fight is diiFufed and 
extended to many objedls at once, we fee none of them 
dUldnOly; fo when the mind grafps at every idea that 
presents itfelf, or rambles after fuch as relate not to its 
prefent bufinefs, it lofes its hold, and retains a very 
feeble apprehenfion of that which it ihould attend. 
Some have added another rule, '* that we reafon only 
" on thofe things of which we have clear ideas." But that 
is a confequence of the firft ; for we can by no means un- 
derfbuid our fubjeft, or be well acquainted with the 
ftate of the queftion, unlefs we have a clear idea of all 
its terms. 

Rule III. " Conduft your thoughts by order; begin - 
** ning with the moft fimple and eafy objeAs, and afcend« 
" ing, as by decrees, to the knowledge of the more com- 
** poled." Order makes every [thing eafy, ftrong, and 
beautiful. That fuperftrudure, whole foundation is not 
duly laid, is not like to laft or pleafe : nor are they likely 

to 
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io Iblre thr diScuIc, wbo tiave neglefbd or fligfati; {^ 

Rtilel\', " JLcarciiopartofyourfobJe^l uaexamiEci:"* 
It beiog m ntccil^Ty to tcmfido- all that can let b lights 
as «o ihnt out all tbat is foreign to it. We may hv 
&QfftoftnE^ a^ well as orer-ruiL it ; and thou|b welm 
never Co aStendmdy or out proper object, if wc itii 
but half of it, m-e maf be as much tniilaken, is ifw« 
extended OUT fight bcj-oud it. Some objeds agree vcrj 
wcl! when obfen-ed on one fide, whidi upon turning ike 
other Ibcw a great dilpanty. Thus tbe right angla o( 
a triangle may be like to one pit of a fqaare, bat corn- 
rare the whole, and you will find them very diierfltt 
figurci, A moral adion may, in fomc drciim^o^ 
be- not only fit but tieccffary, whtch in others, whem 
tiiiie» place, and the like, have made an alterati^ii/ 
would be Bfioft improper ; and if we venture to aS oi 
tlie farmer judgment , we may eafily do amiis; if«fc 
would ^d as we ought, we mitftAiew its new face, sal. 
fee with what afpeft that looks on us. 

To this rule belongs that of "dividing the fubjeS* 
** our meditations into as many parts as we can, anil 
" fhal] be necelT^ry to ynderiUnd it perfectly/' Tha 
indeed is moit neceflkry in difScdt q^jeilionsj which wiH ' 
fcarcebe unra^^dled but in *his manner by pieces; ai4| 
let us take care to make exa£l reviews, and to fom if ( 
oiit evidence jullly, before we pafi fen te nee and fixoiff 
judgment. 

Rule V* ** Always keep your fubje<!tdireflly in yOUT^ 
^* eye, and clofely purfut; it thtough all yourprogrefel**' 
thete being no better fign of a good underflanding, thai, 
tittnking^ clofely and pertinently, and reafoning depeini- 
cntlyt fo as to make the former part of ourdifcourfe lep- 
port the' latter; and tbii an illaltration of that, canypig: 
light and evidence in every Jftepwe take. The negl^dj 
this rule is the caufe, why our difcoveiiesr of truth US 
feldom exaft, that fo much is often faid to litde 
pofe^ and many inteJJigeni and indulbious 
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«^rfn Acy have read over a book, are very little wifer 
than when they began it. That the tivo lail rules may 
be the better obfervcd^ it will be fit rery often to look 
over our proccfi?, fo far as we have gone, that fo, by 
rendring our fubje£l familiar, we may the fboncr ar- 
t'ive to an cxa<5t knowledge of it. 

Rule VI.** Judge no farther than you pcrceive,an(l take 
not any thing for truth, whdch you do not evidently know 
to be fo." Indeed in fome cafes we are forced to con- 
tent ourfclves with probability', but it were well if we 
did fo only, where it is plainly neceiTary ; thaiL«, when 
the fubjed of our mcditacion is fach, as we cannot pof- 
fibly have a certain knowledge oi' it, becaufe we are 
not fvFniflied with poofs, which have a conllant and 
immutable connexion v, ith the ideas ^vc apply them to ; 
or becaufe we cannot perceive it, which is our caTc in 
1 uch exigencies^ as cljiigc us to ad prolcndy on a cur^ 
fory view of the arguments propofed to us, where we 
w:int time to trace them to the bottom, and to make 
ufe of fuch means as would difcover truih. 

I cannot th:\ik we are often driven to fuch fl raits in 
any confiderablc affair, though I believe that-veiy many 
/ubjccis may l)c propofed to us, concerning which we 
cannot readily pafs our judgment, either becaufe we 
never confidered them before, or becaufe we arc want^ 
<ng in fome means that lead to the knowledge of them. 
In which caie, rcafon wills that we fufpend our judg- 
ment until we can be better informed ; nor would it have 
us remit our fcarch after certainty, even in thofc very 
cafes, in which v/e may fometimes be forced to ad only 
on probable giounds. For reafon cannot left fatislied 
with probabilities whcie evidence is pofilble ; our paf- 
iions and interells may, but that does not incline us to 
leave off enquiring, left we happen to meet fomewhat 
^ntrary to our defires. No: reafon requires us to 
continue our enquiries vnth all the induAry we can, un. 
til they have put us in poflefiion of truth, and when we 
have found her, enjoins os to foUow her, how oppofite 
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foever (he may caufe our latter adtions to be our for* 
raer. But by this we may learn, and fo we may by every 
thing, that fuch weak an3 fallible creatures as we are, 
be fure to think candidly of thofe whofe opinions and 
aflions difier from our own ; becaufe we do not know 
the neceffity of their affairs, nor i^ what ill circum- 
ftances they are placed, in refped of truth. 

The flate of the queilion being dilHndtly known, and 
certain ideas fixed to the terms we make u(e of, we 
ihall find fometimes, that the difference which was fup- 
pofed ro be between the things themfelves, is only m 
the words, in the feveral ways we make ufe of to ex- 
prefs the fame idea. 

Ify upon looking into ourfelves, we difcern that thefc 
different terms have but one and the fame idea, when 
"we have corrected our expreilions, the controverfy is 
at an end, and we need inquire no farther. " Thus if we 
** are alked, whether God is infinitely perfedl? " there 
needs no intermediate idea, to compare the idea of God, 
with thatofinfiniteperfedlion, fmce we may difcern them, 
on the very firft view, to be one and the fame idea dif- 
ferently exprefTed ; which to go about to explain or 
prove, were only to cumber it with needlefs words, and 
to make what is clear, obfcure : for we injure a caufe 
inllead of defending it, by attempting an explanation 
or proof of things fo clear, that as they do not need, fo 
perhaps they are not capable of any. But if it be a 
queftion, ** whether there is a God, or a being infinitely 
•* perfeft?" We then are to examine the agreement be- 
tween our idea of God, and that of exiftence. Now this 
may be difcerned by intuition ; for upon a view of our 
ideas, we find that exiftence is a perfection, and the foun- 
dation of all other perfeftions, fince that which has no 
being, cannot be fuppofed to have any perfedlion. And 
though the idea of exiftence is not adequate to that of 
perfedion, yet the idea of perfedion includes that of ex- 
iftence, and if that idea were divided into parts, one 
part of it would exaftly agree with this. If therefore 
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we will allow, that any being is infinite in all perfedi- 
onsy we cannot deny Uiat that being exilh: exiilcnce 
hfelf being one perfeftion, and Aich a one as all the rell 
Are built upon. 

If unreafonable men will farther demand, '* why is it 
** neceflary that all perfections ihou Id be centered in one 
* * being ? It is not enough that it be parcelled out among 
"•* many ? And thoQgh it be true, that that being which is 
•* all perfeftion, muft needs exift, yet where is the neccf- 
** iity of an all-perfcft being?" We muA then look about 
for pTt>ofs and intermediate ideas, ami the objedlion it- 
fcif will furnifli us with one. For thofe many whofe par- 
ticular ideas it would have joined together, to maM a 
compound one of all j)erfe«^ion, are no other than crea*- 
tui-es, as will appear if we coniider our idea of particu- 
lar being, and of creature ; which are (b far from having 
any thing to diftinguifli them, that in all points they re- 
lemble each other. Now this idea naturally fuggelh to 
us that of creation, or a power of giving being to that, 
which before the exerting of that power had none ; 
vv'hich idea, if wo 11 le it as a medium, will ferve to dif- 
c.overto us the ncceffity of an all-perfe^ being. 

Whatever has any perfeft^on or excellency, which 
is all we mean here by perfcdion, mull either have it 
fef itfelf, or derive it from fome other being. Now 
creatures cannot have their perfection, bccaufe they 
have not their being, from themfclvcs ; for to fuppole 
that they made thcmfelves, is an abfurdity too ridicu-* 
lous to be fcrioufly refuted ; it is to fuppofe them to be^ 
and not to be, at the fame time, and that when they 
were nothing, they were able to do the grcatell mattc". 
Nor can they derive their being and perfcdlion from any 
other creature : for though fome particular beings may 
feem to be the caufe of the perfection of othei*s, as the 
watch-nvaker may be faid to be the caufe of the regu- 
lar motions of the watch ; yet trace it a little farther, 
and you will find this very caufe (hall need another, 
and fo without end until you come to the fount;uu- 
P 2 head. 
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head, to that all-perfe^ Being, who is the lafl refeit 
of bur thoughts, and in whom they naturally and ue- 
ceffarilv terminate. If to this it be objeAed, that we 
as gooa as affirm that this all-perfedl Being is his owh 
maker, by faying he is felf-exiilent, and fo we fall into 
the fame abfurdity which we imputed to that opinion 
which fnppofes that creatures were their own maker, 
the reply is eafy : v/e do not fay he made himfelf, we 
only afHrm that his nature h fuch, that though we cannot 
iuiiiciently explain it, becaufe we cannot comprehend 
it, yet thus much wecandilcem, that if he didnotexill 
of himfelf, no other being could ever have exiftcd. Thus 
eitlicr all mull be fwallowed up in an infinite nothing, 
if nothing can properly have that epithet; and we muil 
fuppofe &at neither we ourfelves, nor any of thofe 
creatures about us, ever had, or ever can have a being ; 
which is too ridiculous to imagine , or clfe we muft needs 
have recourfc to a felf-exiiling being, who is the maker 
and lord of all things. And fmce fclf-exiflencc muil 
of ncceffity be placed fomewhere, is it not much more 
natural and reafonable to place it in infinite perfedUon, 
than among poor frail creature?, whofe origin we may 
tract, and whofe end we fee daily haftening ? 

Since there are innumerable beings in the world, 
which have each of them their feveral excellencies or 
perfedicns; fince thefe can no more derive their per- 
fcdlions than their being from themfelves, or from any 
other creature; fince a felf-exifting being is the refult 
of our thoughts, the firft and only true caufc, without 
which it is impofliblc that any thing fliould ever have 
exiitcd; fince creatures with their being receive all 
that depends en it, from him their maker ; fince none 
can give what he has not, and therefore he who com- 
municates an innumerable variety of perfedlions to his 
creatures, even all that they enjoy, muft needs enter- | 
tain in liimftlf all thofe beauties and pcrfcdions he is 
pleafcd to communicate to inferior beings. Nothing I 
can be more plain and evident than that there is a God, 
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and that the exiftence of an all perfed being is abfo- 
lutely neceflary. 

If fome are better pLeafed with the ufual way of fyllo^ 
gifiDSy and think an argument cannot be rightly manaeed 
without one, for their fatisfa6iion we will add another 
inftance. 

Suppofe the queftion were put, whether a rich •iian 
is happy? By a rich man, underllanding one who pof- 
feifes the Wealth and good things of this world, and 
• by happy, tlie enjoyment of the proper good of man ; 
we compare the two terms riches and happinefs toge- 
ther, to diTcem if they be fo mack one and the fame» 
that what is aflirmcd of the one may be faid of the other j 
but wc find they are not. For if riches and happinefs 
were terms convertible, then all who are happy muft 
be rich, and all who are rich mufl be happy. To 
affirm the laft of which, is to bc^ the quefUon, and the 
omtrary appeaErs by die following argument, which 
.makes ufe of fatisfai^iofi with one's own condition for 
the middle idea, or common meafure. 

He who is happy is fatisfied with his condition, and 
iree from anxious cares and foUcitude ; for thefe pro- 
ceeding irom the want ofgood, he who enjoys his pro- 
per good cannot be fubjedlto them. But riches do not 
Iree us from anxieties and Solicitude, they many times 
increafe them : therefore to be rich and tio be happy are 
not one and the fame thbg. 

^ Again, If there are fome who are happy, and yet not 
ridv then riches and happinefs are two diitindt things. 
Bat a good poor man is happy in the enjoyment of 
God, who is better to him than thoufands of gold and 
Elver; there riches and happinefs are to be diitin- 

fuiihed, and we cannot affirm a man is happy becaufe 
. e is rich, neither can we deny it. Riches, confidered 
abfolutely in themfelves, ndther make a man happy, 
nor hinder him from being (b. : chey contribute to his 
happinefs, or they obilriidt it, aocording to the ufe he 
makes of them* 

P 3 As 



3i8 I G N O R A K C E. 

As for the common rules of diipntation, they more 
frecjuently entangle than clear aqueftion | noris it worth 
while to know any more of them than may help to 
guard us from the(bphiflry of thofe that ufe them, and 
afljft us in the managing of an argument fairly, foldng 
as it is tenable, and until we are driven from it by the 
mcfc dint of truth. To be ablv; to hold an argument 
right or wisong may pafs wi<h fome^ perhaps, for the 
charafter of a good difjputant, but muft by no means 
be allowed to be that of a rational perfbn : it belongs 
to fuch to detc6l, as foon a« may be, the fallacies of an 
ill one, and to eftabliih truth with the cleareft evi- 
dence. For indeed truth, not viftory, is what wc 
ihoiild contend for in all disputes, it being more, glori- 
ous to be overcome by her, than to triumph under the 
banner of error. . And therefore we pervert our rca- 
fon, when we make it the inflrument of an endle(s con- 
tention, by feeking after quirks and fbbtleties, abufine 
equivocal terms, and by pra^ifing the reft of thofe 
little aits every fbphifter is full of, which are of no fcr- 
vice in the dlfcovcry of truth ; all they can do is to 
ward off an opponent's blow, to make a noife, and 
r.iifc a dafl, that fo wc may efcape in the hurry, our 
foil boing undifcovtred. 

It were endlefs to reckon up all the fallacies we put 
on ourfcKcs, and endeavour to obtrude on others. On 
ourfelvcs in the fir 11 place; for however we may be pleafed 
in the conteir.plation of our own craft, or (to ufe thofe 
fofter names wc are apt to give it) cur acutenefs and 
ingenuity; whoever attempts to impofe on otliers, is firft 
impofcd on himfelf : he is cheated by fomc of ihofe grand 
deceivers, the world, the flefh, and the devil, and made 
to believe that vain-glory, fecular intereft, ambition, cr 
lerhaps fenfaalityor rc\ enge, or any the like contempti- 
Je appetites, are preferable to integrity and truth. 
Itis to littlepurpofe to guard curfelves againft thefb- 
phifms of ihc head, if we lie open to thofe of the heart. 
One irregular paffic/n will put a greater obllacle between 
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us and truth, than the brighteft underHandlng and 
clcareft reafonin^ can eafily remove. This every one 
v£ us is apt to difcem in others, but we are blind to xt 
in ourfelves. We can readily fay tliat it is pride or ob- 
ftinacy, intereft or pafiion, or in a word, felf-love, 
that keeps our neighbour fi-om convidion, but all this 
while imagine our own hearts arc very clear of them ; 
though more impartial judges are of another mind. 

i wUh there were no reafon to think, that there are 
Ibme who attempt to maintain an opinion which they 
luiow to be falfe, or at leaft which they have caufe to 
fufpeA: and therefore induftrioufly avoid what would 
manifefl their error. It is hoped however, that the 
greateft part of thie difputcrs of the world are not of 
this number, and that the reafon why they offer their 
neighbours fophiftical arguments, is, becaufe they were 
not aware that they are in the wrong, but are rather 
perAiaded that they are afled only by a zeal for Gody 
an honefl conilancjr and ftanch integrity ; though at the 
very fame time quite diiF^rent mouves move them un- 
der thefe appearances. 

And indeed he muft be an extraordinary good man, 
a wonder fcarce produced in an age, who has no irre- 
gular paflion ftirring, who receives no manner of tinc- 
ture from pride and vicious felf-love, to which all are 
lb prone» and which hide themfelves under {b many 
difguifes. Who is got above the world, its terrors and 
allurements, has laid up his treafure in Heaven, and is 
fully contented with his prefent drcunftances, let them 
be what they will, having made diem the boundaries 
of his defires ? Wha knows how tb live on a little 
very happily, and therefore receives no bias from his^ 
<>wn conveniency, nor is led captive by his appetites 
and intecefts > Such a one is the happy man, who i& 
well qualified to find out truth, and to make a right 
judgment in all things. 

Some of all parties pretend to thefe qualifications) 

tb^y would be thought to be difinteieHcd and free from 
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Paffion, they will affirm that no humour or private end, 
nothing but an h on eft zeal for truth, gives warmth to 
their difccurfcs ; and yet it often happens, that before 
they ccnciude them, they give too much occa£on to 
have it thoupht, tliat liou' large foever their knowledge 
in other thinr^s may be, they are not well acquainted 
with th<-ir (>un hearts. All which confider^, how 
ccn/idently foever wc are perfuaded of our own integri- 
ty, though we think wc have penetrated to the very bot-^ 
torn of our hearti, it would not be amift to fufpeA our- 
fclves fomctimcs, and to fear a bia^^ even attheveiy 
inflant wc take care to avoid one. . 

For truth being but one, and the rational faculties 
r.oi diHering in kind but in degree, though there may be 
different meafures of underftanding, there could not 
he fiich contradiAions in mens opinions sls we find 
there arc, even in thofe who examine, as well as in thoft 
vk ho do not, were they aded only by the love of troth,. 
and did not felf-lo\'e perfuade them that they fhall find 
their own particular acccount by fuch an oppo£tion. I 
would not be fo underflood, as if I thought that in all 
controverfies one fide muft needs be criminal, if not 
by wilfully oppofing truth, yet at ledk by an indul- 
gence of fuch Lnmortified paffions as eftrange them from 
It. No, without doubt, great allowances are to be made 
en thefcore of education, capacity, of Icifurc and that 
opportunity of information we have had. But this we 
may venture to fay, that had we but a modeft opinion 
cf ourfelves, believing it as poiEble for us, as for thofe 
who contradifl us, to be miibiken ; did we behave our- 
felves anfwerable to fuch 4 belief; were we ferioufiy 
convinced that nothing is ib much our intereft, as a 
rcadicefs to admit of truth from whatever hand it 
comes, the grcateft part of our difputes would have 
a better i/Tuc than we generally find. At leaH if we 
could not be fo happy as to convince one anodier, our 
contefls would be managed with more temper and mo- 
dcraupn, would z^atoonqlud^ in fuch a bxtaoh ofchAiity, 



<^f at belt in (ixdi a coldneft for each other, as they 
ufually do. 

If we cohfider wifely, we fhall find it to be our pre* 
(cnt intereft, as well as our future, to do that in reality 
which all of us pretend to ; that is, to fearch after and 
to follow truth; and to do it with all that candour and 
ingenuity which becomes a tmephiloibpher, as well as 
a good Chriilian ; making ufe of tto arguments but 
what we really believe, and giving them up contented- 
ly, when we n»eet with ftremger. Our prefcnt intereft is 
what weighs moft with the generality, and what we 
ufuaJIy make all other confiderations give place to. For 
what is it we contend for ? They who have fo little 
fouls as to bait at any thing beneath the higheft end, 
make reputation their aini> and with it that authority 
and wealth which ufually attend it. But now reputation* 
cannot be acquired, at leaft not a lafting one, by falla- 
cious neafonings. We may perhaps for a while get a 
name by them among unwary perfons, but the world 
grows too quick-Hghted to be long impofed on. If a 
love of truth do not, yet envy and emulation will fet 
dthcr heads at work to difcover our ignorance or fraud* 
They are upon the fame defign, and will not fufFer us to 
go away with the prisse undefervedly. And befides, 
tyith how ill an afpeft mufl he needs appear, who does 
jiotTeafon fairly, and by confequence how unlike is he 
to gain on thole who hear him ? There are but three, 
caiues to which falfe argument* can be referred, igno- 
rance, raflinefs, or defign ; and the being fufpedled for 
any one of thefe, hinders us very much in acquiring that 
deputation, authority, or preferment we defire. I 
muft confefs, were we fure the fallacy would not be de- 
teded, and that we fliould not lie under the fufjpicion of 
it, we might gain our point ; for provided the paint da 
iot rub off, good colouring may ferve a prcfent turn aif 
well as a true complexion. But there is little reafon to 
hope for this, becaufe of what was juft now mentioned, 
ana for otlier rcafons that might be added- 
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Now what can be more provoking than the idea we . 
have of a defiening perfon ?' of one who thinks his own:' 
intelleduals To Hmng, and ours fo weajc, that he can: 
make us fwallow any thing, and lead us where he. 
pleafes ? Such an one feems to have an intention to re- 
duce us to the vileft flavery,. the captivation of oar 
underftandings, which we jiiftly reckon to be the high- 
eil infolence. And fince every one puts in for a ihare 
of fenfe, and thinks he has no reafon to complain of 
the diflribution of it, whoever fuppofes that another has 
an over-weening opinion of his own, mud needs think 
that he undervalues his neighbours underdanding, and' 
will certainly repay him in his own coin, and deny him 
thofe advantages hc^ feems to arrogate. 

The moft we can' fay. for ourfelves, when the weak- 
iiefs of our arguments comes to be difcovered, is, that 
we were miftaken through raflinefs or ignorance; which,, 
though more pardonable than the former, are no recom- 
mending qualities. If we argue falfly, and know 
not that we do fo, we Ihall be more pitied than wkeir 
we do, but either way difappoihted. And if we ha^e 
added rafh cenfures of thofe who are not of our mind, 
as we cannot fo handfomely retreat, fo neither will fo 
fair quarter be allowed us, as thofe who argue widi 
meeknefs, modefly, and charity, may well expeft* 
"When we have caft up our account, and eflimated the 
prefent advantage that falfe arguings bring us, I fear 
what we have got by a pretence to truth, will not be 
found to countervail the lofs we ihall fuflain by the dif- 
covery that it was no more; which may induce us, if 
other confiderations will not, to be wary in receiving 
any propofition ourfelves, and reftrain us in being for- 
ward to impofe our fentiments on others. 

After all, it is a melancholy reflexion, that a great 
part of mankind Hand in need of arguments drawn 
from fo low a motive as worldly interelt, to perfuade 
them to that, to which they have much greater induce- 
ments. It is ftrange that we fhould. need any other 
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coRfidentions hefides the bare performance of our duty» 
and thofe unfpeakable advanUges laid up for all fuch a9 
do it fincerely hereafter; when wc have the approbation 
of God, and the infinite rewards he had propofed to thofe 
who ftudy to recommend themfelves to him, for our 
encouragement. How low are we funk, if the applaufe 
of men, and the little trifles which they can beflow, 
wei^h any thing with us ? I am therefore almofl afhamed 
of having propofed fb mean a confideration, but the de* 
generacy of the age required it : and they who perhaps 
at firft follow the truth, as the Jews did once for the loave» 
only, may at lafl be attraded by its own native beauties.. 

As nature teaches us logick, fo does it infbudt us in 
rhetorick, much better than rules of art; which if they 
are good ones^ are nothing elfe but thofe judicious ob- 
fervattons that men of fenfe have drawn 6rom nature, 
and that all who refledl on the operations of their owa 
minds, will find out themfelves. The common precepts^ 
of rhetorick may teach us how to reduce ingenious 
ways of fpeaking to a certain rule, but they do not 
teach us how to invent them. This is nature's work, and 
fhe does it befl. There is as much difference between 
natural and artificial eloquence, as there is betweea 
fainty and true beauty. All that is ufeful in this art,. 
16 the avoiding certain evil ways of writing and fpeak- 
ing, and above all, an artificial and rhetorical tdlcy 
compofed of falie thoughts, hvperboles, and forced 
figures, which are the greatefl faults in rhetorick.- 

I fhall not therefore recommend, under the name of 
rhetorick, an art of fpeaking flbridly on all fubjeds,. 
and of drefiing up error and impertinence in a quaint 
and taking earb, any more than I did that wrangling,, 
which goes by the name of logick, and which teacnes 
us to difpute for and againU alLpropofitions indefinitely, 
whether they are true or falfe. It is an abufc bot 1 o£ 
reafon and addrefs, toprefsthem into the iervice of » 
Ififie or an untruth, and a milhdce to think that any 
argument can be rightly made, or any difcourfe truly 
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eloqa-nt^ that docs not illuftraLtJe and Cirfarce truth. Fo/ 
the deugh of rhetorick is to remove thofe prga<iUces that 
lie in the way of truth , to reduce the paffions to die 
government of reafon, to place ottr fabjedl in ;a right, 
iglit , and excite t>nr hearers to ti due confideration oF 
it. I know not what exa£lnefs of mediod, pure and 
proper language, ^ures, iniinuating ways -ofaddrcfs 
and the like (ignify, any farther than as they contribute' 
to the fervice of truth, by rendering oiir difcoiirfe in- 
telligible, agreeable, and convincing. They ait indeed 
very ferviceable to it, when they are duly managed ;^^for 
good fenfe lofts much of its emcacv by being ill cx- 
preiTed, and an ill ftile is nothing elfe but the negkd 
of fome of thofe, or overdoing others of them. 

Obfcurity is one of the greateft foults in Writing, and 
does commonly proceed from a want of ineditation ; 
for when we pretend to teach others what we do ttot un- 
derftand ourfelves; no wonder we do it at a fbrTy rate; 
It is true, obfcurity is fometimes defigned, to conceal an 
erroneous opinion which an author dares not openly 
own, or Which if it be dircovered, he has a mind to 
evade. And fometimes even an honefl and good wri- 
ter, who ftudies to avoid it, may infenfibiy fall into it, 
by reafon that his ideas being become familiar to him- 
fclf by frequent meditation, a long train of them are 
readily excited in his mind, by a word or two which 
he is ufed to annex to them ; bat it is not fo with his 
readers, who are perhaps ftrangers to his meditations', 
and yet ought to have the fame idea raifed in theirs that 
was in the author's mind, or elfe they cannot undcr- 
Hand him. If, therefore, we defire to be intelligible 10 
ever}' body, our exprefTions muft be more plain and ex- 
plicit than they needed to be, if v/e writ only for our- 
fclvc?, cr for thofe to whom our frequent difcourfchas 
made our ideas familiar. 

Not that it is neceflary to exprefs at length all the 
procefs our mind goes through in refolving a quelHon. 
'I'his would fpinjout our dilcourfe to an unprofitable te- 

dioufnefs 
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aioufhefs, th6 operations of the mind being much more' 
fpecdy than thole of the tongue or p6n. But we Ihould 
fold up our thoughts fo clofely and neatly, expreffing 
them in fuch fignificant, though few words, as that die 
reader's mind may eafily open and enlarge them. And 
if this can be done with facility, we are perfpicuous as 
Well as ftrong ; if with difficulty or not at all, we are 
perplext and obfcure writers. 

Scarce any thing conduces more to cleamefs, th^ 
great beauty of writmg, than exaftnefs of method, nor 
.perhaps to perfuafion ; for by putting every thing in 
its proper place, with due order and connexion, the 
feaaer*s mmd is gently led where the writer would 
liaveit. Such a ftile is eafy without fuccefs ; copious. 
Vis that figniiies the omiflion of nothing nece/Tary, yet 
ftot verbofe and tedious, nor fluffed with naufeous repe- 
titions, which they, who do not think before they write 
and difpofe their matter duly, can fcarce avoid. The 
feediod in thinking has been already fhewn, and the 
fame is to be obferved in writing ; which if it be what 
it ought, is nothing elfe but the communicating to others 
the refult of our frequent and deep meditations, in fuch 
tL manner as we judge moft efFedual to convince them of 
ihofe truths which we believe : always remembring that 
the moH: natural order is ever beft. That we mull firft 
prepare their minds by removing thofe prejudices and 
paffions which are in our way, and then propofe out 
reafons with all the clearnefs and force, with all the 
tendernefs and good-nature we can. 

And fince the cleamefs and connexion^ as well as^ 
the emphafis and beauty of .9. difcourfe, depend in a 
great meafure on the right ufe of the particles, whoever 
would write well, ought to inform themfelves nicely ii 
their proprieties, an and, a the, a but, a for. Sec, do 
verv much perplex the fenfe when they are mifplaced^ 
and make the reader take it many times quite other^ 
wife than the writer meailt it. 

I know 
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I know not a more compendious way to good fpealk 
ing and writing, than to choofe out the moft exelloit 
in either, as a model on which to form ourfelves : oi 
rather, to imitate the perfe&ions of all, and avoid their 
miflakes ; for few are fo perfect as to be without fault,, 
and few fo bad as to have nothin? good in them. A true 
judgmentdidinguifhes, and neither reje^ the good for 
the fake of the bad, nor admits the bad becaufe of the 
eood that is mingled with it. No fort of flile but has 
Its excellency, and is liable to defeft.. If care be not 
taken, the fublime, which fubdues us with noblenefs of 
thought and grandeur of expreflion, will fly out of 
fight ; and by Dcing empty and bombaft,r become con- 
temptible. The plain and iimple will grow dull and 
abjed ; the fevere dry and rugged v the florid vain and 
impertinent ; the flrong, inftead of rouflng the mind,. 
will diilra6l and entangle it by being obicure ; even 
the eafy and perfpicuous, if it be too diFuie or over- 
delicate, tires us inflead of pleafing.. Good fenfe is 
the principal thingy. without whichv allourpolifhingis 
of little worth ; and yet if ornaments be whoUy neg- 
ledled, very few wiH regard us. Studied and artificial 
periods are not natural enough to pleafe ; they ihewtoo 
much folicitude about what does not deferve it, and a 
loofe and carelefs flile declares too much contempt of 
the public. Neither reafon nor wit entertain us, if 
they are driven beyond* a certain pitch ; and pkafure 
ftfelf is offenfive if it be notjudicioufly difpenfed. 

Every author almofl has fome beauty or blemifh re- 
markable in his ftile, from whence it takes its name ; 
and every reader has a peculiar taile of books as well as 
meats. One would have the fubjedl exhaufted ; another 
is not pleafed if fomewat be not left to enlarge on in hir 
own meditations, this aiFefts a grave, that a florid ftile ;. 
one is for eafmcfs,. a fecond for plainnefs, a third for 
flyength, a fourth for politenefs ; and perhaps the great 
fecret of writing, is the mixing all thefe in fo juft a pro^- 
portion, that every one may taile what he likes without 

being, 
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being difgufted by its contrary ; and may find at once^ 
that by tlie folidity of the reafon, the parity and pro- 
priety of the exprefEon, and infinuating agreeablcnefs 
of addrefs, his underflanding is enliglitened, his aiFec- 
tions fubdued, and his will duly regulated. 

This is indeed the true end of writing, and it would 
not hz hard for every one to judge how well they had 
anfwered it, would they but lay afide felf-love, fo much 
of it atleafi, as makes them partial to their own pro- 
dudlions. Did we confider our own with the fame fe- 
verity, or but indifferency, that we do another's writ- 
ing, we might pafs a due cenfure on it, might difcem 
what thought was crude or ill-expreffed, what reafon- 
ing weak, what pafTage fuperfluous, where we were flat 
and dully where extravagant and vain, and by criticiz* 
ing on ourfelves, do a greater kindnefs to the world 
than we can in making our remarks oq others. Nor 
fhould we be at a lofs, if we were impartial, in find- 
ing our methods to inform, perfuade and pleafe ; for 
human nature is for the moft part much alike in all, 
and that which has a good effedi on us will^ generally 
i|>eaking, have the fame on others. Tb guefs what 
fuccefs we are like to have, we need only fuppofe our- 
felves in the place of thofe we addre(s to, and confider 
how fttch a difcourfe would operate or u», if we had. 
their infirmities and thoughts about us. 

In doing this, we fhall nnd there is nothing more im- 
proper than pride andpofitivenefs, nor any thing more 
prevalent than an innocent compliance with their weak- 
nefs : fuch as pretend not to didate to their ignorance, 
but only to explain and illuibrate what they did or might 
have known before, if they had confidercd it and fup- 
pofes that their minds be employed about fomc other 
things, was the reafon why they did not difcem it as 
well as we: for human nature is not willing to own its 
ignorance. Truth is fo very attraftive, there is fuch a na- 
tural agreement between our minds' and it, that we care 
not to be thought fo dull, as not to be aUe to find out b]r' 

ourfetvet 
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ourfelvcs fuch obvious matters. We Ihonld therefore 6c 
careful, that nothing pafs from us which upbraids our 
neighbours ignorance, but fludy to remove it, withoiit 
appearing to take notice of it, and permit them to fancy, 
if they pfeafe, that we believe them as wife and good as 
we endeavour to make them^ By this wegain their 
affections, which is the hardeft part of our work, exdte 
their induflryj and infufe a new life into all eenerous 
tempers, who conclude there is great hopes, they may 
tvith a little pains attain what others think they know 
already, and are alhamed to fall fhort of die goodopi^ 
nion we have entertained of them. 

And iince many would yield to the clear light of. 
truth, were it not for the fhame of being overcome^ 
we ihould convince, but not triumph, and ratiber con- 
ceal our conquefl than publilh it. We doubly obl^ 
our neighbours, when we reduce them, into the rignt- 
Way, and keep it from being taken notice of that they 
were once in the wrong: which is certainly a much 
greater fatisfa^ion, than that blaze of glory which is 
quickly out, that noife of applacufe which will fbon be 
over. For the gaining our neighbour, at lead, the 
having honeflly endeavoured it, and the leading our own 
Vanity in triumph, are real goods, and fuch as we 
fhall always have the comfort of. It is to be wifhed, that 
fuch propofitions as are jiot attended with the deareft 
evidence, were delivered only by way of enquiry, 
fmce tven the brighteft truth, when dogmatically dic- 
tated, is apt to ofiend our reafon, and make men ima- 
gine their liberty is impofed upon ; fo far is pofitivenefs 
from bringing any body over to our fentiments. Be- 
fides, we are all of us liable to miilake, and few ha^-e 
humility enough to confefs themfelves deceived in what 
they have confidently afTerted, but think they are obliged 
in honour to maintain an opinion they have once been 
zealous for, how defirous foever they may be to get rid 
of it, could they do it handfomly. Now a modefl way 
cf delivering our fentiments ailills us in this, and leaves 

us 
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trs at liberty to take either fide of the queftion> as reafon 
.And riper coniideration ihall determine. 

In ihort, as thinking conformably to the nature of 
"things is true knowledge, fo the exprefTmc; our thoughts, 
hi fuch a way, as mo5 readily, and with the greateft 
^Icarnefs and life, excites in others the very fame idea 
that was in us, is the beft eloquence. For if our idea 
'he conformable to the nature of the thing it reprefcnts,. 
•9nd its relations duly dated, this is the moil e0c&ual way 
both to inform and perfuade; fince truth being always 
amiable, cannot fail of attrading, when ihe is placed ia 
a right light, and thofe to whom we offer her are made 
able and: willing to difcern her beauties. If therefore 
i^'c thoroughly undcrftand our fubje^l, and are zealoufly 
affcfted with it, we fhall i^either want fuitable words to 
explain, nor perfuafive methods to recommend it. 

True Chriftians have really that love for othei^,, 
vhich all who defire to perfuade, muft pretend to^; 
they have that probity and prudence, that civility and 
.modefty, which the mafters of this ait fay a good orator 
muSt be endowed with, .and hawe plucked up thofe vici-. 
4^us incl2]:iatijoes,, from whence tbe moft diftafbful faialts 
pf writing proceed. For why do we chuic to be ob* 
fcure, but oeqauie we intend to deceive, or would bo 
thought to fee much farther than our neighbour? One 
ibrt of vanity ^mpts us to be ragged and fevere, BXkd 
ip pofieiTed with tae imagined worth a^d folidity oC 
ear diicourfe, thax we think it beneath us to poli/h it ;: 
another diipofes us xq elaborate and afiefted ways df 
writing, to pompous and improper ornaments; andL 
why are we tedioufly copious, but that we fancy es^ 
thought cf ours is extraordinary ? Contradiftien is in- . 
deed for our advantage, as tending to make us wifer p 
yet our pride makes us impatient under it, becauie it 
icems to lefTen that efteem and deference we defim 
fhould be paid us.. Whence come thofe fhai*p reflexions,, 
thofe imagined ftrains of wit, fiot. to be endured amonj^ 
ChxilUans, and which ferve not to convince buttopro^ 

vokcji 
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voke, now arrived to a more fcand^lous degree of rage 
and infolence than ever? Wh/Jnce come they but from 
ill -nature and revenge, from a contempt of others, 
and a defire to fet forth our own wit ? Did we write 
lefs for ourfelveFy we fliould fooner gain our readers 
who are many times difguded at a well- writ di{courfe,if 
it carries a twang of ollentation: and were our tem- 
per as Chrillian as it ought to be, our zeal would be 
fpent on the mod weighty things, not on little diff»- 
enccs of opinions. 

I have* made no diilin^on in what has been faid be- 
tween fpeaking and writing, becaufe though tfaey are ta- 
lents which do not always meet, yet there is no material 
difference between them. They write bed, perhapi, 
who do it v/ith the gentle and eafy air of converfatkm; 
and they talk bed, who mingk folidity cf thougkt 
with the agreeablenefs of a rea^ wit. As for pronun- 
ciation, though it takes more with fome auditors many 
times than good fenfe ; there needs little to be faid, in 
a difcourfe which, is not addreded to thoie that have 
budnefswith the pulpit, the bar, or St. Stephcn^s Chapd; 
but to gentlemen and ladies, efpecially the latter, whom 
nature does for the mod part furnilh with fuch a mufi- 
cal tone, perfuafive air, and winning addrefs, as ren- 
ders what they fay fufficiently agreeable in private con- 
verfation. And as to fpelling, which they are faid to 
be dcfeftive in, if they do not believe, as they are ufually 
told, that it is fit for them to be fo, and that to write 
cxadly is too pedantic, they may foon correal that 
fault, by pronouncing their words aright, and fpelling 
them accordingly. 1 know this rule will not always 
hold, becaufe of an imperfedlion in our language, 
which has been often complained of, but is not yet 
amended : however, a little obfen^auon in this cafe, 
or recourfe to books, will afllft us ; and if at any time 
we happen to millake, by fpelling as wc pronounce, 
the fault will be very venial, and cudom ratiier to bft 
blamed than wc\ 

Nothing 
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»Jothing has been faid of grammar, though we can- 
write properly if we tranfgrefs its rules, fuppofing 
t cuflom, and the reading ofEnglifh books,, arc fuiH- 
It to teach us the grammar of our own tongue, ifwc 
but in any meafure attend to them. And though the 
les are generally accufed of writing falfe Ertgliih> If I 
y {peak my own experience, their miflakes are not {o 
imon as are pretended, nor are they the only perfona 
Ity. What they moft commonly fail in, is the particles 
i connexion : and that generally through a briikneis 
em per, which makes them forget; or h^e, which will 
fufFer them to read over again what went before, 
d indeed, thofe who /peak true grammar, uhlei^ 
y are very carelefs, cannot write falfe, fince they need 
y perufe what they have writ, and coniider whether 
y would exprefs tliemfelves thus in cooverfation. 

PRIDE. 

r^ H E fobriety of the foul f!ands in a right eo- 

l verning its paHions and afe£iions, and to mat 

there are many virtues required. Humility 

Y well have the firft place, not only in refpeft of 

excellency of the virtue, but alfo of its ufefulnefs 
ards' the obtaining of all bereft; this being the 
ndation on which all the others muft be built ; and 
kvho hopes to gain them without this, will prove 
r the foolifh builder ** who built his houfe upon the 
md." 
There are two iprts of humility ; as,, the having a 

and mean opinion cf ourfelves, a];id the being con- 
: that others faould have fo of us. The former is 
trary to pride, the latter to vaia-glory ; both are 
bfolutely neceflarj' to ChrilliAns as it is to avoid the 
tiary vice»^ 
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The fin of pride is fo great, that it cail the angels ont 
cf heaven ; and if we may judge of the fin by thepn- 
nilhmcnt, it wns not only the £rft but the greateftfiQ 
thit ever the devil hinf^'lf had been guilty off We need 
no better proofs of its heinoufnefs, than that it is (bfx- 
ti-cmely hateful to God, that befides that inilance of his 
pun: filing the Devil, \ve iray frequently find in the 
Script lire?, " ever)* one that is proud in heart is ati abemi- 
** nation to theLord." Again,** God rcfiflcth the proud.** 
Several other texts might be quoted to the fame purpofc, 
but it is necdiefs, the tenor of the divine writ being 
fo cntiiiely agrinft this vice, that none who ever read it, 
can be igriorant of the great hatred God bears to this 
fin of pride. Now fince it is certain God, who is all 
goodnefs, hates nothing but as it is e\'il, it muft needs 
follow, diat where God hates in fo greats degree, then 
mull be a great degree of evil. 

Pride is not more finful dian it isdangeiDlis. How mft- 
ny other fins does it draw us into ? As hamility is the 
root of all viriue, fois this of all Vice. He.thatis prood 
fets himfelf upas his awn Gpd, and fo can -never fubmit 
himfelf to any Ocher rules or laws than what he makes 
to himfelf. ** The ungodly is fo proud that he careth not 
for God." The royal PfalmiH tells us, it is his pride that 
makes him defpife God; and when a man is onceconie 
to tliat, he is prepared for the commiffioa of all fins. I 
might inflance in a multitude of particular iins which 
naturally flow from this of pride ; as aneer, which the 
wife man fets as the efFeft of pride, caUing it proud 
wrath ; flrife and contention, which he again notes to 
be the offspring of pride, ** caly by pride cometh contcn- 
* * ticn : " And both thefe are indeed the moft natural ef- 
fefts of pride. He v»rho thinks very highly of himfelf, ex- 
pi^fts much fubmiffion and obfervance from others, and 
therefore cannot but rage and quarrel whenever he thinks 
it not fufHciently paid. It would be endlefs to mention 
all tlie bitter fruits of this bitter root. Pride not only bc- 
uays us to many fms, but alfo niakes them incural>Ie in 
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US, for it hinders Uie working of all rerrtedies. Thofe 
remedies muft either come from God or man : if from 
God, they rauft either be the way of meeknefs and gen- 
tlenefs, or elfe of iharpnefs and punilhment. Now if God 
by his goodnefs e/fays to leaa a proud man to repen- 
tance, he quite millakes God's meaning, and. thinks all 
the mercies he receives are but the reward of hjs own 
defert, and fo long it is furc he will never tliink he needs 
repentance. But if on the other fide God ufeshim more 
iharply,.andlaysafHi^ians and punilhmcnts upon him, 
thofe in a proud heart caufe nothing but murmurings 
and hating of God, as if he did him injury in thofe 
punifhmenls. As for remedies that can be ufed by man,, 
they again muil be either by way of corredlion or exhor- 
tation. CorreAions from men will fure never work more 
on a proud heart than thofe from God ; for he that can 
think God unjuA in them, will much rather believe it of 
a man. And exhortations will do as little; for let a proud 
man be admoniflied, though never fo mildly and loving- 
ly, he looks on it as a dif grace, and therefore inllcad of 
confclTing or amending the fault, he falls to reproaching 
his reprover, as an over-bufy pr cenforious perfon, and 
for that greateft and moil precious aA of kindnefs, looks 
on him as his enemy. Now one that tAus ilubbornly 
refills all means of cure, muft be concluded in a moll 
degenerate ftate. The punilhndent that attends the fm 
of pride, will need little proof, when it is confidered that 
God i« the proud man's profeft enemy, .that he hates and 
refills him, there can then be little doubt that he who 
has fo mighty an adverfary fhall be fure to fmart for it. 
How fcverely is this fm threatened in Scripture ? ** Pride 
•* goeth before deilruftion, and a haughty fpirit before a 
*« fall." Again, fpcaking of the proud, die wife man af- 
faires us, " though hand join in hand, yet they (hall not 
«< be uppuniflied.'- The decree, it feems, is unalterable, 
and whatever endeavours afe ufed to preferve the proud 
man, they arebutvain, •* forheihallnotgounpuniflxed.'* 
This is very remarkable in the Horyof Nebuchadnezzar, 

who, 
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who, diongh a king, the greateft in the world, yet for his 
pride wtls driven from among men to dwell and feed witk 
beads. And it is moft frequently feen, that this fin meets 
with very extraordinary judgments even in this life. Bat 
if it fhould not, let not the proud man think he has cA 
caped God*s vengeance, for it is fare there will be a moft 
iad reckoning in the next. If God fpared not the proud 
angels, but caft them into hell, let no man hope to 
ipeed better. 

The folly, as well as the fin of this vice, will ap- 
pear if we coniider the feveral things ofwhich men are 
wont to be proud, as the goods of nature, the goods 
of fortune, or the goods of^race. 

By the goods of nature are meant bearuty, flrength, 
wit, and the like, and the being proud of any of theie is 
A great piece of folly. We are very apt to miflake, and 
think ourfelves handfome or wit^ when we are not, and 
then there cannot be a more ridiculous folly than to he 
proud of what we have not, and fuch every one efteems 
It' in another man, though he never fuppofes it his own 
cafe, and fo never dlfcems it in himlelf. Wherefore 
t^ere is nothing more defplcable amongft all men, than 
a proud fool; yet every man, that entertains high opi- 
nions of his own wit, is in danger of being thus de- 
ceived; a man's own judgment of himfelf being of all 
others the leaftco be trutled. Butfuppofe we be not out 
in judging, yet what is there in any of thefe natural en- 
dowments which is worth the being proud of, there being 
fcarce any of them which fome creature or other has not 
in a greater degree than man ? How much does the 
whitenefs of the lilly, and the rednefs of the rofe, 
exceed the white and red of the faireft face ? What a 
multitude'of creatures is there that far furpafs man in 
llrength and fwifaiefs ? And feveral others there are 
which as far as concerns any ufeful ends of theirs, aft 
much more wifely than mod of us. They are therefore 
often propofed to us in fcripture, by way of example, 
and it is then furely great unreafonablenefs for us to think 
highly of ourfelves, for fuch things as are common to us 

with 
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vitk bea^ and plants. But if they were as excellent as 
WB fancy them, yet they are riot at all durable. They 
are impaired and loft by divers means : a frenzy will 
dcftroy the rareft wit, a ficknefs blaft the frefheft 
beauty, and reduce the greateft ftrength ; or however 
old age will be fure to do all. Beiides, thefe goods of 
nature, how admirable foever are not our acquifitions, 
but given or rather lent us by another, and therefore it 
is wonderons vanity to be proud of them. No man can 
think he did any thing towards the procuring his natural 
beauty or wit, and fo will have no reafon to value him- 
fclf for them ; ** what haft thou, faid St. Paul, which 
*' thou haft not received ? wherefore then boafteth thotf 
*' thyfelf ? " The folly is as great to be proud of the goods 
of fortune, by which are meant, wealth, honour, and 
the like. For it is fure they add nothing of true^ worth 
to the man : ibmewhat of outward pomp and bravery 
they may help him' to, but that makes no change in 
the p^rfon. You may load an afs with money, or deck 
liixn with rich trappings, yet ftill you will not make 
him a whit the nobler kind of beaft by either of them. 
Bcfides, thefe are things we haye no hold of, they vani/h 
often before we are aware. He who is rich to-day may 
be poor to-morrow, and then will be the lefs pityed by 
all in his poverty, the prouder he was when he was 
rich. We have them all but as ftewards, to lay out 
for our matter's life, and therefore fliould rather think 
how to make up our accounts, than pride ourfclves in 
©nr receipts. Whatever of thefe we have, they, as well 
as the former, are not owing to ourfelves ; but if they 
l>e lawfully gotten we owe them only to God, whofe 
blelUng it is that maketh rich ; if unlawfully, we have 
tHem upon fudi terms that wc have very little reafon 
to brag of them. 

By the goods of grace we mean any virtue a man has. 
Thefe things mnft be owned to be very valuable, they be- 
ing infinitely more precious than all the world, yet to be 
j>rDud of them is> of all the re^ the higheft folly, not 

only 
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only in the foregoing refpeft that we help not ourfelrtt 
to them, grace being above all things moil immediately 
God's work in us ; but efpedally in this» that the being 
proud of grace is the fure way to lofc it. God« who 
gives grace to the 'humble, will take it from the proud. 
For if, as we fee in the parable, the talent wa£ taka 
from him who had only put it to no ufe at all, how fluli 
we hope to ha\'e it continued to him that has put it to fo 
ill ufes, indead of trading with it for God, has traficked 
with it for Satan r And as he will lofe the grace for tbe 
future, fo will he lofe all the reward of it for the dmc 
paft. For let a man have never fo many good afts, 
yet, if he be proud of them, that pride fhall be charged 
on him to his deflru£Uon, but the good fhall never be 
remembered to his reward. This proves it to be a moft 
wretched folly to be proud of grace: it is like that of 
children, that pull thofe things in pieces they are moft 
fond of; but yet much worie than that of theirs, for we 
not only lofe the thing, and that the moft precious that 
can be imagined, but we muil alfo be eternally punilhed 
for doing fo ; there being nothing that fhall dc fo fadly 
reckoned for in the next world, as the abufe cf grace ; 
and certainly there can be no greater abufe of it, than 
to make it fervc for an end fo diredly contrary to that 
for which it was given, it b«ing given to make us 
humble, not proud; to magnify God, not ourfelves. 

The neccflity of flying tliis fm muft therefore be ap- 
parent to all good Chriltians, ^^ho are fo ferioufiy to 
confider what has been already faid concerning it, as 
may work in them not fome flight diflikc, but a deep 
and irreconcileabJe hatred to the fin : to make them 
watchful over their own hearts, that they may not d:e- 
rifli any beginnings of it, nor fuiFer them to feed on the 
fancy of their own worth; but whenever any fucb 
thought arifes, to beat it down immediatjely with the 
remembrance of fome of their follies or fms, and fo 
make this very motion of pride an occaiion of humi- 
lity. In order to this thev mufl never compare them- 

felvci 
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jblves with ^ofe they think more fooliih or more wicked 
than they are, that the/ may not be like the phariiee, and 
extol themfelves for being better. But if thev will needs 
make comjparifbxlSy let 3iem do it with the wife and 
godly, and then they will find they come fo far ihort, as 
It may help to pull down their high efteem of them- 
felves. Let them alfo be earnefl in prayer, that God 
would root out all degrees of this fin in them, and 
make them one of thofe " poor in Spirit, " to whom 
the bleiiineeven of heaven itfelf is promifed^ 

It is obierved that God, who has made of one blood 
all nations of the earth, has fo equally diMbuted all 
the mofl valuable privile^s of human nature, as if he 
d(^gned to preclude all infulting of one man over ano- 
ther. Neither has he only thus infinuated it by his pro- 
vidence, but has inforced it by his commands. We iind 
in the levitical law what a peculiar care he takes to 
.moderate the anger of judicial corre^onupon this, very 
account, left " thy brother be defpifed in thine eyes." 
So onreafonable did he think it, that the crime or niifery 
^f one fhould be the exaltation of another. Pride is 
never more apt ^o exert itfelf than by affuming a fu- 
periority over the guilty and unfortunate. St. Paul 
brands it as a great guilt of the Corinthians, that they, 
upontheoccafionoftheincefluousperfon, were " pufied 
op when they fhouid have mourned.'* When we fee a 
dead corps, we do not infult over it, or brag of our own 
health and vigour, but it rather damps us, and makes 
us refledl, that it may, we know not how foon, be our 
own condition. And certainly the fpeclacles of fjpi- 
xitoal morality, fhould have the fsime operation. Wc 
have the fame principle of corruption with our lapied 
brethren^ and have nothing but God's grace to fecure 
us from the fame efTedb, which by all infulting rcr.cxi- 
ons we forfeit, for he " gives grace only to the humble.'* 
St. Paul fays, ** i£zny man beovertakenina fault, reftcre 
<* fuch a onein the fpirit of meeknefs, coniiderin;. th lelf 
«« left thou sdfo be tempted." The falls of others ought to 
YgfL.L Q^ excite 
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excite our pity towards them, our caution to ourfelves, and 
our thankfulnefs to God, if he has preicrved us from the 
like : for, " who made thee differ from another ? " But if 
we fpread our fails, and triumph over their j«rrecks, we ex- 
pofe ourfelves to worfe. Other fins, like rocks, may 
folit us, yet the lading be faved : but pride like agulph, 
fwallows us up. Our very virtues, when fo leaven^, be- 
coming weights and plumets, to fink us to the deeper 
ruin. The apoftle's counfel is therefore very pertinent 
to this matter, ** be not high-minded; but fear/* 

As in all thefe reflexions we have had particular re- 
gard to the weaker fex, fo muft we particularly in this 
article of pride. Not that we would not recommend to 
them, to encourage that generous fpirit which disdains 
the falfe flattery- of men, and is a good guard of their 
virtue and honour: but fince they have, not without 
fome reafon, been charged with vanity and afi«£latioD, 
. as frailties more peculiarly theirs than the other fexes, 
who are however far from being free from them, we 
muft with more than ordinary eameftnefs give them 
caution againft vanity, which for the moft part is attend<> 
ed by alFedlation, infomuch that one can hardly t?ell how 
to divide them. I will not call them twins, becaufe 
more properly, vanity is the mother, and affedlation 
the darling daughter. Vanity is the fin, and affeftation 
the punifhment. The firft may be called the root of felf- 
love, the other the fruit. Vanity is never at its full growth 
until it fpreads into afFedlation, and then it is compleat. 
Not do well any longer upon the definition of them, 
we will pafs to the means and motives to avoid them : 
in order to ir, the fex are to confider, that the world 
challenges the right of efteem and applaufe; and where 
any a/fume, by their fingle authority, to be their own 
carvers, it grows angry, and never fails to feek revenge. 
If we meaiure a fault by the greatnefs of the penalty, 
there are few of a higher fize than vanity, as there is 
fcarce a punifhment which can be heavier than that of 
being laught at. 

Vanity 
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Vanity makes a woman, tainted with it, fo top-full of 
Kerfelf, that (he fpills it upon the company ; and becauic 
her own thoughts are enurely employed in fclf-contem- 
plation, (he endeavours, bv an uiiappy miflake, to con- 
fine her acquaintance to tJxe fame harrow- circle of that 
which only concerns her lady(hip, forgetting (he is not 
of half that importance to the world, that (he is to her- 
felf ; fo much out is Ihe in her value, by being her own 
appraifer. She will fetch fuch a compafs in difcourfe, 
to bring in her beloved felf, and rather than fail, her fine 
petticoat, that there can hardly be a more comical fcene, 
than fuch a trial of ridiculous ingenuity. It is a plea- 
fure to fee her angle for commendations ; and rife f« 
difiatisfied with the ill-bred company, if they will not 
bite : to obferve her throwing her eyes about to fetch in 
prifoners. She cruifcs like a privateer, and is fo out of 
countenance, if (he returns without booty, that it is no 
ill piece of comedy. She is fo eager to draw re(pe6t, 
that (he always miffes it ; yet thinks it fo much her due, 
that when (he fails (he grows wafpi(h, not confidering 
that it is impo(rible to commit a rape upon the will ; 
that it muft oe fairly gained, and will not be taken by 
ftorm ; and that in this cafe the tax ever rifcs high- 
eft by a benevolence. If the world, inftead of admiring 
her imaginary excellencies, takes the liberty to laugh 
at them, (he appeals from it to herfelf, for whom me 
gives fentence, and proclaims it to all companies. On 
the other fide, if encpuraged by a civil word, fhe is fo 
obligine that*(he will give thaalw for being laughed at, 
in good language. She takes a compliment for a de« 
xnonftration, and fets it up as an evidence even againft 
her looking-glafs. But the good lady being all this 
v/hU in a moft prof^^nd ignorance, forgets that men 
v^ould not let her talk upon them, and throw fo many 
fenfelefs words at their heads, if they did not intend to 
put her perfon to fine and ranfom for her impertinence. 
Good words *for any other lady are fo many ItoAes 
thrown at her : She can by no means bear thJerh ; they 
Ci.2 " make 
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make her Co uneafy that ihe cannot keep her ieat. Bat 
up fhe rifes, and goes home half burft with anger and 
llrait lacing. If oy great chance ihe fays any thing 
that has fcnfe in it, (he expeds fuch an excemve rate 
of conmiendations, that, to herthinking> the company 
ever goes away in her debt. She looks upon rules as 
things made for the common people, and not for per- 
^ns of her rank ; and this opinion fometimes tempts 
her to extend her prerogative to the difpenfing with the 
commandments. If by great fortune ftie happens in 
ipite of her vanity to be noneft, (he is fo troublefomc 
with it, that as far as in her lies fhe makes a fcurvy thiqg 
of it. Her bragging of her virtue looks as if it col 
her fo much pains to get the better of herfelf, that die 
inferences ai*e very ridiculous : her good humour is 
generally applyed to the laughing at good fenfe. It 
would do one good to fee how heartily me defpifes any 
thing that is fit for her to do. The greateft part of her 
fancy is laid out in chooling of her gown, as her dif- 
cretion is chiefly employed in not paying for it. She is 
faithful to the faihion, to which not only her opinion 
but her fenfes are wholly rcfigned. So obfequious fhe is 
to it, that flie would be reconciled even to virtue, with 
all its faults, if ilic had her dancing-mafler's word diat 
it was pradifed at court. 

To a woman fo compofed, when aiFedlation comes in 
to improve her character, it is then raifed to the higheft 
pcrfetlion : fhe firft fets up for a fine thing, and for diat 
reafon will diftinguilh herfelf, right or wrong, in every 
thing fhe does. She would have it thought that Ihe is 
made of fo much the finer clay, and fo much more fift- 
ed than ordinary, that fhe has no common earth about 
her. To this end Ihe muil neither move nor fpeak like 
other women, becaufe it would be vulgar, and therefore 
muft have a language of her own, fince ordinary Englifli 
is too coarfe for her. The looking-glafs in the momipg 
didates to her all the motions of uie day, which by how 
muoh thf more iludyed> are fo much themore miftaken. 

She 
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She comes into a room as if her limbs vrere fet on 
with ill-made fcrews, which makes the company fear 
the pretty thing fhould leave fonac of its artificial, per- 
fon upon the iloor. She does not like herielf a^ God 
Almighty made her, but will have feme of her own 
workmanfliip, which is fo far from making her a bet* 
ter thing than a woman, that it turns her into a worfe 
creature than a monkey. She falls out with nature^ 
againft which (he makes war without admitting a truce, ' 
thofe moments excepted in which her galant may r&- 
concilc her to it. When fhe has a mind to be foft and 
•languifhing, there is fomething fo unnatural in that af- 
fe&ed eafinefs, that her frowns could not be by many^ 
degrees fo forbidding. When fhe would appear unrea* 
ibnably humble, one may fee Ihe is fo exceffively proud 
^at t^ere ia no enduring it : there is fuch an imperti- 
-sent ihiile, fuch a fatisfied Amper^ when (he faintly dif^ 
owns fome fulfome conmiendation a man happens to 
1)eftow upon her againibhis confcience, that her thanks 
Ibritare mqrevifible under fuch a difffuife, than they 
eauld be if ihe ihould print them* If a handfomer 
woman takes any Hberty of drei&ng out of the ordina- 
ry- rules, the- miflaken lady, follows without diftin^ 
guifliing the unequal pattern, and makes herfelfuriicr by 
an example mifplaced, either forgetting the privilege of 
good looks in another, or prefuming without fufficient 
reafbn upon her own. Her difcourie is a fenfclefs 
chime of empty words, a heap of compliments, ib* 
equally applyed to different perfbns, that they are neither 
valued nor believed. Her eyes keep pace with her 
tongue, and are therefore always in motion. One may 
difcem that they generally incline to the compaflionate- 
lide ; and that notwithftanding her pretence to virtue^ 
fhe is gentle to diiirefl lovers, and ladies, that are mer- 
ciful. She will repeat the tender part of a play fo feel- 
ingly, that the company may guefs without injuftice fhe 
was not altogether a difinterefled fpedator. She thinks 
that paint and £n are concealed by railing at them* 
0.3 Upoa 
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Upon the whole, being divided between the two oppo- 
fites of pride^ her beautv and her virtue, fhe is often 
tempted to give broad hints that fomebody is dying for 
her ; and or the two fhe is lefs unwilling; to let the 
world think fhe may be fometimes profaned, than that 
fhe is never worfhipped. 

. Very great beauty may perhaps fo dazzle for a time, 
dbat men may not fb clearly fee the deformity of thefe 
affedlations; but when the brightnefs goes oft', and the 
lover's eyes sure by that means fet at liberty to fee 
things as they are, he will naturally return to his fenfes, 
and recover the miflake, into which the ladies good 
looks had at firf( engaged him. When he is once unde- 
ceived, he ceafes to worfhip that as a goddefs which he 
fees only an artificial fhrine, moved by wheels and 
fprings to delude him. Such women pleafe only like 
the firfl opening of a fcene, that has nothing to recom- 
mend it but the being new. They may be compared to 
flies, that have pretty fhining wings for two or three 
hot months, but the firil cold weather makes an end of 
them ; fo the latter feafon of thefe fluttering creatures 
is difmal. From their nearefl friends they receive a very 
faint refpedl, from the reft of the world the utmoft de- 
gree of contempt. 

This pifture as gay as it is, is moft likely to have an 
cfFeft on the minds of thofe gay ladies that can make a 
jeft of good counfel, but cannot bear to be made a jeft 
of themfelves, which vanity and alFedation will cer- 
tainly do. Their deformity well confidered is inftrudkion 
enough, for the fame reafon that the fight of a drunk- 
ard is a better fermon againfl that vice, than the beft 
that was ever preached upon it. 

After having faid thus much againfl vanity, we mufl 
remind the ladies that we do not intend to apply the 
fame cenfure to pride well placed and rightly defined. 
It is an ambiguous word; one kind of it is as much a 
virtue as the other is a vice. But we are naturally fo 
apt to choofe the worft that it is become dangerous to 
a-ecommend the beft fide of it. A 
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I .A woman is not to be proud of her Ane go\\n, nor^ 
pwhen (he has Itfs wit than her neighbours, la comfort 
picrfclf that (he has more lace. Some kilies put to 
unuch weight upon ornaments, that if one could fee into 
ithcir hearts, it would be found that even the thoughts 
lof death arc made Icfs hea.vy to them by the contcm- 
fclatton of tiiclr being laid out in ilate and Jjonourably 
fettended to the grave. 

I One may come a good deal ihort of fuch an extreme, 
fcmdyetflillbcfufficiently impertinent, by fitting a wrong 
nralue upon things which ought to be ufed with more 
pndifFerence. A lady muft not appear folicitous to en- 
fcrofs icfpc6l to herfelf, but be content with a reafonable 
BitMbution* and allow it to others, that flie may have ic 
fcetumed to her. She is not to be troubled^meiy nice, 
Djorto dillingui(h herfcifby being too delicate^ as if or- 
Binary things were too coarfe for her. This ia an unman - 
Iberly and offenfive pride, and where it is prad1:tfed de- 
icrves to be mortifted, of which it feldom faili. She u 
not to lean too much upon her quality, much Icfs to 
Vfpife thofc that are below it. Some make quality an 
ol, and then their reafon muft fall down and worfhip 
!t. They would have the world think that no aan^fUBT^ 
can ever be made for the want of a great title, or an 
ancient coat of arms. They imagine that, with the fc 
advantages, they ftand upon the higher ground, which 
akcsthem look down upon merit and virtue ari things 
ferior to them* This millake is not only fenfelefs but 
iminal too, in putting a greater price upon that wluch 
a piece of good luck, than upon things which are 
luable in themfclvcs. Laughing is not enough for 
ch a folly, it mull be feverely whipped, as itjuftly 
fcrves. It will be confeft, there are frequent temp- 
itions given perfons of rank to be angiy, and by 
lat to have their judgments corrupted in thefe cafes, 
t they are to be refilled, and tlic utmoft that is to b& 
owed, is,, when thofe of a new edition will forget 
icmfclvest ^0 as either to brag of ih^ir weak fide, or 
<i.4 W 
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to endeavour to hide their meannefs by their infblence, 
to cure them by a little Teafon able rallery, a little fliarp- 
jnefs veil placed without dwelling long upon it. 

Thcfe'and many other kinds of pnde are to be 
avoided. 

That which is to be recommended to ladies, is 3n 
emulation to raife themfclves to a charadler, by which 
they may be diftinguifhed, an.eagernefs of precedence 
in virtue, and all Aich other things as may gain them a 
greater fhare of the good opinion of the world. Elleem 
to virtue is like cherifhing air to plants and flowers, 
which makes them blow and profper ; and for that rea- 
fbn it may be allowed to be in feme degree the caufe, as 
well as the reward of it. That pride which leads tea 
good end cannot be a vice, fince it is the beginning 
for a virtue ; and to be plea(ed with juft applaufe is fo 
far from a fauit, that it would be an ill fy mptom in a 
woman, who fhould not place the greateft part of her 
iatisfa^ion in it. Humility b, no doubt, a great vir- 
tue, but it ceafes to be fo when it is afraid to fcom an ill 
thing. Again ft vice and folly it is becoming ladie« to 
be haughty, but they mult not cany the contempt of ■ 
tilings to arrogance towards pcx^fons ; and it muft be done 
with fitting diflindions, elfe it may be inconvenient by 
being unfeafonable, A pride that raifes a little anger, 
to be outdone in any thing that is good, will have fo 
good an efFecl that it is very hard to allow it to be a 
fault. 

It is no eafy matter to cirry even between thefe two 
dirtcring kinds of pride ; but they fhould remember that 
it is fafer for a woman to be tliought too proud than too 
familinr. 

The folly and wickednefs of this vice having been 
thus explained, as well with refncct to our conduct in 
civil lite, as in a chriflian : it will appear not only i'o 
hainous, but fo ridiculous, that were our concern for 
this world only, methinks enough has been faid to make 
all rcafonabe people to detcfl It. 

I N D E X. 
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ABHity to be con^dered in almfgiving, page 202, 
Admiration falfe, that is raifed by beau:y, 86, 88* 

Admonition a remedy againit calumny, 264. The 
duty of it, 267. 

Adulterers, their iin and punifhment, 102. How fe- 
veral nations dealt with them, 105. 

Adultery, whether worfe in the man or woman, 105^ 
106. 

Affections guide n:\ore than judgment, 281. 

Alms, the manner of giving them well, 186. To be 

• proportioned to the wants of the poor, 2.09- Not to 
be referved to our lafl will, ibid. 

Angry men a pain to themfelves, 160. 

Anger, its mifchiefand deformity, 164, i6^^ 

Ant> the wonderful formation of it, 144, 

Ancients, their limplicity in drefs, 52. 

Animals, in what on a level with man, 334, 

Apparel, mens not to be worn by womrm, 44. Should 
be fuited to every one's condition, 45. Gold and 
coftly may be worn, 57, 58. The pride of it, not 
in the coft, 59. Loofe and immodci, finful, 6^m 
Millakes in c/afuring of it re£tified, 73. 
^pplaufe, the vanity of an eager puriuit of, 268. 

Arbitrament, an ufeful branch of charity, 196. 

Arguing, rules for it, 3 1 1 , 

Arguments falle, three caules of them, 321. 
j^rOUdes-banilhed hl$ country out of pure envy to his 
orirtuesi 240^ 

Q^Si Aathoriqp 
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, Audiority divine, not fb readily believed as humaiiy 
289. 
Authors, their errors through vanity, 330. . • 

Aiithmetick fhould be taught to ladies, 12. 

B. 

backbiting, the common topic of difcouHe, 251. 

Bafhful, a modiih name for a coward, 113. 

Beauty, a blefling -only when accompanied with virtue, 
48. Not worth the Time and pains beftowed upon 
it, 86. ^ ^ 

Beggars, direftions for giving alms to them, 205. 

Bigotry, a child of hell, 153, 175. 

Boarding- fchool education ufelefs and pernicious, 19. 

Books, diiedlions for the choice of them, 299 

"Burgundy, heirefsof, her modefly,- 45. 

Bufy-bcdies dangerous company, 24. Always impu- 
dent, 136. Scandalous 246. Never to be coun- 
tenanced, 260s > 

C. 

Caifar, what he iays of the fear of death, 128. 

Calumny, how it triumphs, 193. Spreaders of it as 
bad as the inventors, 232. Supported by malice and 
interell, 233. The bafenefs of it, 258. An in- 
fallible rule againfl it, 264. 

Caution to be obiervcd in ipeaking of others, 26 1 . In 
delivering propofitionSfl 328. 

Cenfure, the, bdiec moll expofed to it, 132. How to 
be regulated by charity, 193. The great fault of 
doing unjuHy, 24J. We fhoiild never be the firft 
in it, 267. \^'- 'en lawful, 271. 

Certainty, moral, what it is, 286. 

Chance, the impotence of it, .143. 

Charity, the excellence of that virtue, 81. Is Chrift*9 
new commandment, ijo, 174. Axemedy againU 

Envy 
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env7and pride, vyzl Cenforiouraefs, 175. Malkeand 
revenge, 174, The vvainc of it a forfeiture of God's 

»pardaii, r b*o. Chearfu 1 iicfs a neceilary q u aiity of it» 
liJ;. Howtobeexercifed, iSi, & fe^. Should ,bc 
rather a provifion than a relief, 212. 
Chaillty the moft powerful of all dmlllnn virtues, 5>g, 
Helps to ir, 1 09, 1 1 o. An inliance oJ ii i ti a Nico* 
median prince, 1 10, 
ChrilHkui life influenced by common life, .^ 

qualities, ^zg, 

Chrillianity thebcil natured inJlitution, 275. 

Churches, the ladies drtfs for them, 44* 

Clamour fucceUfu!, in women, and why, 162. 

>arncfs, the caufe of it in tKinliing, 352* 

moii conduces to it, 325. 

lemency, the abule of it, S4* 

loiflers, the nrginity of diem not praife-worthy, 

Company, good againll lewdnefs, 1 1 1 « 

lom^jaffion bred by charity, 171, 

ontemnlatica, what rcquillte to it, 29S. 

ontradiiflion, men delight in it, 295, 

bnverfation gay and merry, the danger of it, 9* 

oftly apparel, when criminal, 62, 

Curiofity, too much of it criminal, 135. How It 

fbould be employed, 137, & feq. Vicious when jt 

enquires into the works of die creation with a fpirit 

of fccpticifm^ 145. Begot hy envy and idlenefs, 

L 147, A c.iufc of fcandal, 263. 
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Juilom not to be our guide in givij^g Alim, .201. 
mifcliiefsofit, 2y%^ 
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)andng, theiife and abufe of it, 41. 

>avid*s wickednefs after his adultery, 103. 
Jecency makes converfation ufeful , 84. 
ebjites, rtligiou^j with what animoiity earned en^ 

I>cbtori( 



' XKj«€tiitatibrt3ie&giviii^iIiii9« 207. 
Jfcfiuna^oii^ tbrfe tliat are gnQtjr of it lear it mdt« 
33t. Pfide a greit canfe of 1^ x};^ * Moft-ftan- 
daioQS in men othermfeiriitdoiic, 254. 
Xkflicacjr beceffiuy in die ufe of #it^ 57. 
Sefigntngpeiiimsliatdfbia 52Z. 
PetniAion never carried to. fodi kk ^xbrnk^aauot, ^ 
' •^Da9^f\i%7. A iUk cohianiSB&aik to dian^, ilild. 
'VMons kinds of it, %$o, k ieq. Blatneable wlica 
tme, 2j5. Ehvyamafj^meiterofic^ 239. Tie 
/' poor|ainsduti8 mute ofity 265. 
Diicoune, how {yciiikdhy $S^ts^n, 341. 
Diferetion', wHatit implied in it, 82. Theadyanti^ 
of it, 84. Itconfift8intiinih|^thuigt» 85. Howto 
be obferred in a£U of diaiirjfy zip. . 
Di^utatioii, the cbnunbn rides i»erp]exing, 318. 
Dimn6tiontobe6bfervedbetW^thegoodahdbady 1^2. 
Diyinity, fophifticatorsof itfedncewomen, JSy 
Do^r and Plowman, in what the difierence betwcea 

them con£ft8y 290. 
Drefs, the defign of it,' 43. Errors in it, 44, & feq. 
Regulated by wifeftates, 46. AfFeftation in itmiffes 
its end, 51. Rules forit out of fcripture. 53. Rich 
clothes not forbidden, ibid, Neatnefs commendable 
63. Criminal if it tempts, though without defign, 
65. Time not to be wafted about it, 67. Thepower 
'of it, 7c. 
Prinking, the beailline(s of it in women, 121. and 

the danger, 122. 
Dryden, verfes of his-againft women, 2. 
Duellifls in a ftate of donation, 177. 
Punners, how fcandalous to the great, 47* 



Earth; fhefwiftnefi of its modon, 143. 
£a£ne£roft^per as bad as inflexibility, 15.;. . 
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Education, tKc mtfchief of its prejudice? in nllpon^ 

154- How Wcnnen may be iir it, zyS* 

Eloquence, the bell, in what it ci g. 

Enu'loyment neceflfary for the great, 9. A duty in alJ, I ^ 
Emulation m virtue recommentled, 344.. 
Enemies to be beloved, 174, 197, 
Envy its owd punifliment, tit. The bafcll ofall crtmcJi, 

223. Nobody will own it, 123. 
Equivalent, converfiitioTj fo, as wcU a? commerce, 310. 
Eftates, ladies Hiould be acquainted with their huf- 

bands, 13. 
Sftraterie, of vicious women, not to be corrc^cd by 

Lcduiics, 124. 
ixampks, the force of thfm, 244. 

nis, upon otiicri fame^ dangerou.%, 234. 
lions vn xhc duty of charity, 220^ 221* 
tj'Q and hand to bekepc dull:c, X07. 



K 



auh, its objects as rationally proved as thofc of fcf 

cnce, 2S7, Hns a mixture of the will, 288, 
all of others ought to excite our pity, 338. 
ame, public, the meafurc of good and cvil^ 151. 

How dear it fliould be to every one, 228. How the 

great have courted it, 228. 
amily, not to be negledtcd for the poor, 1 89. 
ancy, not to be indulged in uncleannefs, 107. The 

tyrant of luft, 128. Of women, how iJl employed^ 

aftiions, the caufe of vanity m drefi, 47. Followed 
inworfhip^ 82. 
FaJb, liow abufcd, 24. 

^aults of others arc fomctimcs to be publiilied, 237. 
But not lightly, 243. 
ilthy difcourfe criminal, 108. 
Flattery dangerous to women, 1 22* 
Foppery avoided not Ibr the ^n butthc foUyof it, 45, 5 

Foppifli 
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.1 N D E X. 

lyp|>ilh ain imppdent in vtrooieii, 1 26. 

Poitane no plea foridknefi, 8. Good of dnngiBdt 

*io be proud of* 335. ^ 

Piench authon, jbow th^abofe die women, 5. 
French ladies, thejgreat needom thej take, lad. 
Friendsy^their advice of ^greac advantage, 293. 
Friendihip with the wicked icandaloot among the Fagani^ 

13a. 
Eroffality, decent, mviitv^ 95. ' Adnty.fiirtfae fake 
oFchaiity:, 212* - ^ 

Galant anthon, the danger of reading them, -ly. 
' Gaming, how iar allowable in women, 40. How it 

provokef anger, 169. Theg;ain8 to be given to the 

poor, 205. 
• Geninalbbeconfalted, 290* 
God, theneoeffityofhi8beinjg;proved,,3i4, &tcq. 
Goodnefs make^all other perredions excellent, 224.' 
Government for the good of the people, i^6. 
Grammar, ladies fhould -learn it, i|. May do it in 

Englifh books, 331. 
Gratitade and love to God, exprefionsof .them, 218, 

219. 
.Grudging fpoils charity, 187. 

H- 

Hannibal, his faying of Marcelhis'sperverfeneis, 26 1« 

Hatred not ro4iare as Envy, 222. 

Haughtinefs in almfgiving condemned, 215. 

Heaven a fcene of content, 166. 

Herbert, Mr. his faying dftalkativenefs. 116, 

HiAoiy Hiould be read by ladies, I3» 14* 

Honour, miHaken notions of it, lo. The mi&hief 

they have done, 228. 
(lonfekeepers, poor, the beftsobje^ of charity, 203* 

"Humi* 



I N D K X. 

Humility, the diftinguilhing charaflerofgood minifterat 
150. The mcft excellent cure for anger, i67» 
Two forts of it, 331. 

Humour muft never be our guide, 80. 

Hufband, fecond, when no^ to be married, 151, 

Hufbands not to be engaged by drefs, 64. 

Hypocrify in fcandal, 273. 

I. 

Ideas, whatisutiderllood by them, 304. How we are 

deceived in them, 306. How to govern them, 307, 
Idlencfs, the fm of it, 5. All the Chriftian virtues 

againftit, 7 
Jealoufy, the torments of it, 127. 
Jefus Chrill, his life, a glorious recommendation of 

charity, 217. 
Jewels, to wear them not fin ful, 55, 
Jews, the proportion of their charity to their eilates, 

213. 
Jmpiety increafed by defamation, 244. 
Ignorance, the mother of vice, 277. 
Impudence in women, the great vice and deformity of 

it, 121, 123, 
Indifcretion as deftruftive to reputation as guilty 134. 
Induftry of vicious people to corrupt others, 279. 
Infidelity and uncleannefs go togethert 1 29. 
Infor^ier, in what an odious. charadier, 271. ' 

Injuries to reputation the worft of any, 229. 
Inquifitivenefs in other mens affairs condemned, 169. 
fntereft, worldly, the great argument, 322. 
Invention, what is its office, 310. 
Judging ill of our neighbour, the fault of it, 247; &ifeqr 
Judgment of the fi^reat day not to be anticipated, 262. 
Judgment, what it is deceived by, 299. Arifes from 

comparifbn of ideas, 308. 
Juflice, when it may ceafe to be refpefted, 82. How 

it iias relation to charity, 194. 

Xnow^ 



IN D E 3L 

SLnowledge defined^ 285^ 

Labour, a command and puniihment, 33. A remedy 

aeainft luft, 109. 
Ladies, inilru£lions for their reading and ftudies, 12. 
Lady, a greatone drew her hun>and*s writings, 12. 
Language often iq fault when we. think ideas are, 309, 
Languages a nece/Tiry accomplilhment for ladies, 15. 
Languiftiing air /inful, 1 26. 
Laughing, heed to be taken in it. 266. Ah attendant 

to vanity, 340. 
Law, how far ladies fhould acquaint themfelves ^witll 

it, 12. 
levelling principles, how far every one is fubjed to 

them, 225. 
Libellers, how they fin againft charity, 173, 
Libcralit)', a nece-Fary qualificatipn of charity, ipo. 
Liberty, the love of it rewr'r,j.,-d with fame, 228. 
Library, ladies, thedefign of it, i, 4. 
Lightnefs of carriage criminal, 1 24. 
Lillners con(?emDed, 136. 
Litigioufners, how blameable in minifters, 197. 
Looking-glafs the womens guide, 340. 
Love, lawful, rnuft not be ufed immoderately, ioo« 
Lucifer's envy lofl him heaven, 225. 
Ludicrous terms, the only way of reproof, 1 14* 
Lull, the lilthinefs of it, 101. 
Lycurgus his faying about levelling, 255. 
Lyes, our modern libellers great dealers in them, zyu 
Lying fpirit gone out among u§, 273. 

Magnificence in afts of charity condemned, {87, 20A" 

M3Xk0 



INDEX. 

Wan, how wonderfully he is made, 137, 138. An 
enemy to God by his works, 175. What a depen- 
dent he is on God, 218. 

Man-haters, 240. ^ 

Manflan^ter too foft a name and punifhment for mur* 
der, 177. 

Marriage hallowed byChrift into a myllery, 103. TKc 
abufeofit, 113. 

Mafon the preacher, women feduced by him, 155. 

Meditatioxi burdenfome to nature,. 298. 

Meeknefs a woman's beft ornament, 75, 153, 5r feq. 

Men as well as women faulty in revealing fecrets, i ig. 

Mercy without alms k duty, 19^. What are the works 
of it, ibid. 

Merry humours will^be gratified at any expence^ 2 3 6, 

Microfcopes', what wonderful things to be viev^edwidi 
them, 14J. 

Mien, gravity injoined in ft by fcriptorei 1 5 1 • 

Milton, yerfes of his againft women, 2. 

iAmi to be adorned befoi^ the bo<fy, jjf. Its grt at- 
nefs confifts in wifhing the hapj^ineis or others, 293. 

Miferable not to be ii^fluted, 3'37. 

Miilrefs of a family ihould be fru^^ 96. 

Mode in drtiSxiot to be Voided but moderated, ^cfp 
Se feq. 

Moderation^ thegiteatvirttieofit, i8i, . 

Modefty, the great grace and virtue of i^, 115. It wins 
more than beapty , 1 27 • • A branch of fobriety , 135. 

Monkifh foundations no a£ls of charity, 200. 

Moon, its extent and ^fiance from the earth, 1391, 
Sc feq. 

Moral philofophy, ladies fliould be taught it, 1 c. 

Mortifications corporal, too much infifled on by the 
Papifts and others, 110. 

Murder, the great fin of it, 177. Not punifhed Se- 
verely enough, ibid. "" 
MttfiCj the danger and ufc of it, i6f &feq. 

Naked- 



INDEX. 

N. 

Nakednefs not to be expofed or pry;ed into, 152. 

■Nature, human, delights in charity, ?o8. Unwilling 
to own its ignorance, 327. 

•Naylor the Quaker, his blafphemies, 155. 

Nebuchadnezzar punifhed for his pride, 3 3 3 * 

Neighbour, the extenfivenefs of our love to him, 171. 
The duty of our concern for his foul, 182. and for 
his body, 184. andeftate, 185. and reputation, 193. 

* St. James's royailaw, 195. 

Nicenefs unneccfTary, a Faul^, 30. 

Noify nonfenfe of men not to be fafiered by women, 

'Novelty<.e3Q)e£led even in leiTons of rellgioOf 781 



Obedience of wives made a jeil of, ^y Thoi^ a 
great hardfhip, ibid. 

Obfcurity afFefted, and why, 324. • 

Offenders open, to be reproved, 248. 

Operas, the danger of frequenting them, 17. 

Opinion governs the world, 250. 

Otway, verfes of his agai nil women, 2, 3. 

P. 

Paint in women, the folly and fin of it, 63. 
Parley mull be avoided by women, 1 27. 
Partiality, every man's to himfelf, 245, 250. 
Particles ill-uled perplex difcourfe, 325. 
Paflion inflamed by words, 167. Predominant in all, 3 19. 
J?eace-making, the duty of it, 196. 
Peeviflmefs affcdted by women, 91. 
. Pity to the poor, the duty of it, 206. To our neigh- 
bours faults, 259. 

Phocion, 



INDEX. 

Phodon, his advice againft haftinefs, i68. 
Play-houfe difcipline, what a help to impudence, 1 20. 
Poetry, how far ladies fhould be indulged in the ftudy 

of, 17. 
Poor not to be infulted when relieved, 214. 
Poverty fins againft chaftity as well as riches, 109. 
Praife, mens averfion to it, 272. 
Prayer, for thofe that labour, 34. For the rich, 35. 

Againft vanity, 95. For purity of mind, 96. A 

remedy againft luft, 112. Againft anger, 169. 

Charity one of its wings, 206. 
Preachers, their railing uncharitable a damnable fin. 

Pride, the greatnefs of the fin, 332. Its puniihmcnt, 
333. Folly, 334. The neceffity of flying it, 
33.6; When a virtue, 344. Hard to cany it even 
between the two kinds of it, ibid. 

Principles of women vitiated bv men, 1 29. 

Prodigality acompanionof idlenefs, 23. 

Pronunciation, where it takes more than ,good fenfe, 

330.. . . . . 

Proportions of charity confidered, 213, 2^4. 

Proftitutes, theif flavery and wt«Cche(inefi» 1 27. 

Prudence, a qualification more necefTary than wit, 37. 
As requifite as innocence, to preferve the ladies 
charaders for virtue, IJ4.. The ufc of it in cha- 
rity, 190. The great improvement of our under- 
ftanding, 306. 

Puritans, their law againft adulterers, 105. 



Quaker?, their miftake in drefs, 53. Their error 
about womens preaching, 117. Expedl reverence 
tho' they will not pay it, 150. 

Qualities of the mind got, like habits of the body, by 
ufe, y6. 

Quality, the crime of making an idol of it, 341. 

Quarreb 



^jjMp^ ififing Gvui' QttmSkntBtfs tlicMwte cftftt<i 
' •• tKem^ 230, 27 j. . .' 
<t^ed Mar^i hcrdivine c hai ia Q ia' ftr duttiiy to 

ibuls, rtj, 
<^t {firit; tKepiufirof it» jjldt 

• R* ' 

' ibdlitig; dieoSettce'oF it, S7s» itSk^ A* 

vice; iMct 

. Reafim, Kunuuiy ver]rflialIo#> zos. CansM bt e|- 
l^ffid; 2^j; Ibefbs to- roraadoiii 4(0^ Wlut 
It requires of us, 3I3;. . 
rllteibmtfrdefbed; jot. T&eniiront^ jfb^hr IMsi 

fecMcti^; t&ertffttodiiiuigefefliMWy 4fr» 4K . 
itefimnationcf flutmert* t)wpi«tyoffftildfllte^ ]4]« 
Rdiffioii, mmewidhMitvirtQ^ 79; TriMdlbf fa» 

Jwfrty aA^ i t ltodmir 0ft Aem^ aiftkr liMr 

tiieyrpresui, 2+5. 
Reproach; Aos f^ of it die eavfe orw, 2^3*. 
Reprodi^ whentawfbl, zru 
Revelation to be pneferrea to reafbn, 294. 
Reveti^y a moil wicked* and rnifduerovspiiAon, ffj<, 
Reverence due to miniflers, 150. When they foifek 

it, ibid. 
Hevilers, halfwitted-people, Z53. 
Rhetorick, taught us hy nature, 325* The defign of 

it, 324. . 
Riches, no fin to lay them up, 56. 
Robbers msy give alms, 201* 
. Roman ladies not allowed to talk in public, 11& 
Rule, the beft, of reaibn and religion, 80. 

S. 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, too much expofed to 
adulterers and whoremongers, io6. 

Satom^ 



INDEX. 

Saturn, planet, itsbignefs and diftance from the earthy 

141. 
Satire, more effci^lual th<.n inibufUoR towards a refer* 

mation, 114. . 
Scan Jell, the d:ir:inable fin of it, 173. 
Scandalous clir^uiclc. amoug thegreat, 118. 
Science, what it i^, 2c<8. 
Seat, :\ fino cii« deicribed, 139, & fcq. 
Secrets rLVfiilcd by women, 119, 256. Of Hate not 

to be otfi« ioufly pryed into, 135. ' 
Self-love, inconliftent with chari.y, 198. The root 

and fjuit of it, 338. 
Servants how they ilii;uld ipend their time, 32, 
Senfes, their light fallacious, 287. 
Shamfacedncfs, the beauty of it m women, 115, 
Shew, women mifled by it, 279. 
Silence in churches, enjoined women by the gofpel, 

117. An excellent remedy agaiull cenfure, 269. 
Sin, thefpitefulnclsofit, 133. Should create fhame, 

149. The moft fertile womb of it, 253. How 

occafioned by pride, 332. 
Singularity, the pride of it, 59. 
Slander the great vice of it, ii8. It grows in all 

foils, 235. A. weed of the quickeft growth, 243,. 
Sobriety of the foul in what it confiib, 331. 
Society with the wanton to be avoided, 1 J2. 
Socrates, what he faid of his own knowledge, 117. 
Solomon, hisdefcriptionof difcretion, 84. HisdilUn- 

guifhing charafter of a fboliih woman, 164. 
Sophifms of the heart and head, 318. 
Sots, their Company to be avoided, 2±. 
Souls of women neglected for their bodies, 1 30, 
Spelling, faults in it eaiily corre^led, ^30. 
Spirit, in what the greatn efs of itconfills, 160. The 

happinefs of a contented one, 178. 
.Stars, their magnitude and diftance from the earth, 
142, &feq. 
. ; 6ut«-ji»g)ejrf » j(&»id of bong obferved, 136. 

Statue, 



INDEX. 

Statue, a fine one^ preferable to a fine foolifh womaxH 

76. 
Stile, every author has fomethingreniarkable in it, 326. 
Strength, every one fhould conmlt his own, 292. 
Subjedion of women, its expediency, 159. 
Sun, its bignefsanddiflance from the earth, I40,&req. 
Superiors, the refpedl due to them, 148. 
Swearing in women, the fhameand fin of it, 121. 
Syllogifra, 318, 



Talebearer not to be fuffcred, 1 69. 

Talkativenefs, thegreatweaknefsof it, 36, 116, 117. 

A Caufe of defamation, 242. 
Tattling, fupported by fcandal, 118, 241. Scanda- 
' lous, 247. 

Teachers of novelty, apt to feduce women, 155. 
Temper, women fhould have a great guard upon it, 

92. The value of a malleable one, 1 59. 
Temptation, by drefs criminal, 98. Not to be argued 

with, 108, 109. 
Terms, miftakes in them the caufe of debate, 315. 
Termagant fpirit, fmful, 94. 
Time, to be improved and accounted for, 22. Mif- 

employed by great men, 25. How fpent by vain 

ladies, 27. Diredlions for them, 29, 30. 
Tongue, the leprofy of it apt to fpread, 255. Men 

loth to be cured of it, 264. 
Tradefmen, the folly and fm of their being idle, 10, 11. 
Treafuresin heaven, laid up by charity on earth, 186. 

& feq. 221. 
Trencher guefts, great detradors, 241. 
Triflers to be avoided, 24. 
Trinity, reflexions on the myftery of it, 284. 
Trull, prejudices of all kinds taken up upon it, 250, 
Truth, of our. neighbour not to be faid at all times, 

259. The objed of our underlhinding, .283. 4ts 

foUoweif 
I 
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followers defpifed, 294. It makes a contra6lk)n of 
thought, 296. Why vvc fhould be in love with it^ 
301. Offends die great, 302. It is but one^ 32a, 
Our prclent interelh to fearch after it^ 2 1 . 
Tyrants and theirminiflers, why thej"flfefpife fame, 228, 



Vain men moft pleafed with fcandal, 239. 

Vanity of drefs, 62. Love fometimes kindled by va- 
nity, 125. It fpoils the duty of almfgiving, 205, 
May help to cure envy, 226. Of authors, 338. 
How it expofes women, ^39^ 

Variety gives beauty to the lateHefbual: as well as ma- 
terial world,. 290. 

Vicious perfons, when no objeds of charity^ 203, 
211. Always in alarm, 25^. 

Virginity, a great help to a religious life,. 100, roi. 
forced virginity not meritorious, ibid. 

Virtue, at firft more eafily kept by women than Ibft, 123. 

Virtues lofe their power for want ofcondtrft, 83, W^ 
fhould not be proud of them, 335. 

Vilits, unnecefTary ones, finful, 27. 

Uncleannefs, the parent of all fins, 104. 

Underftanding, the meeknefs of it explained, 154. The 
extent of it, 282. Sufficiently illuminated, 285. Muil 
not be complained of, 295. ' How toexamineit, 296. 
To improve it, 301, 

Univerfe made for man, the leail thing God has done 

for him, 145. 
Voice, regulated by modefiy, riy. 

Volatilends of thought, very pernicious, 297, 

W. 

Wantonnefs in women fpoils beauty and wit, 132. 
Wicked people would have their relations virtuous, 86. 
Wilful peo]^ Acver pitied^ 197* 

Will, 



INDEX. 

Will, meeknefs of it, explained, 157. Whence its 
ii regularities proceed, 299. 

Wit, the chara^r of it afiedled by both fexes, 36. 
When mod mifapplied, 267. 

Wifdom, preferable to beauty in marriage, 50. 

Wives may take more liberty in drefs than virgins, 64, 
But not to the prejudice of their hufbands, 7i» 72. 
What will render them amiable to them, 88. 

Women, a great injuftice to have books of knowledge 
kept from them, 1. Verfes againfl them, 2,3. How 
abufed by French Authors, 3, 4. Incline to be idle, 
1 1 . Should not be talkative, 115. They rival one 
another in drefs, 131. Moll expofed to cenfure, 
132. Seduced by ill preachers, 154, & leq. The 
cool nefs of their con llitution, 162. Apt to delight 
in fcmdal, 256. Curiofity their worft charadter, 
265. In what unjuftly called the weaker fex, 276. 
Take up religion as a mode, 280. 

World, vifiWe, the miracles of it, 138, & feq. 

Worfhip, public, indecencies of ladies in it, 82. The 
reverence that (hould be obferved in it, ibid. 

Wricing, the true end of it, 327. Little difference 
between that and fpeaking, 330. 

X. 

Xantippe, a plague to herhufband Socrates, 163. 
Z. 

Zeal promotes fcandal, 252. Apt to out-run know- 
ledge, 281. ^ 

Zeno, his definition of Modefty, 1 14. What he faid 
to a talkative youth, 117, 



Th$ End of the Firft Folumi» 



